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FEATURE 17 

CELEBRATING FILIPINO 

HISTORY AND CULTURE 

SEAN NAKAMURNKAPI'O 

In honor of Filipino American History Month, the Hawai'i State Library has an art exhibit in its Hawaiian Hall dedicated to the Filipino American youth culture. 

By Joie Nishimoto 
ASSISTANT COPY EDITOR 

Bring out the adobo, lumpia and 
halo halo - October is Filipino Ameri­
can History Month. 

Filipino American History Month rec­
ognizes and appreciates the first Filipinos 
who came to the U.S. According to Patri­
cia Espiritu Halagao, associate professor 
in the College of Education at University 
of Hawai'i at Manoa, the first Filipinos 
came to America on Oct. 18, 1587. 

Official recognition of Filipino 
American History Month began in Seat­
tle, but it is celebrated across the U.S. 
in states with large Filipino followings, 
such as California, Illinois and Virginia. 
Other states are beginning to designate 
October as Filipino American History 
month. 

The month was officially recognized 
in Hawai'i in a 2008 House Bill by Rep­
resentative Joey Manahan. 

Hawai'i has a huge Filipino follow­
ing, with a significant number of Fili­
pinos who live on the islands, old and 
young. 

The younger generation of Filipinos 
in Hawai'i, in particular, are becoming 
more American, but become connected 
with their homeland in college, said 
Halagao. 

"I feel like the answer is a little bit 
of both;' she said. "There is a growing 
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reassurance of feeling like a Filipino but 

The exhibit will run until Oct. 23.1t includes photos and memorabilia from 
past generations. The exhibit is free and open to the public. I think it doesn't happen until their col-

"I have family in both 
the Philippines and 
Hawai'i. My family is 
very traditional and 
strict. But I'm still proud 
to be a Filipino." 

- Sheena Corpuz, 18, 
liberal arts 
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lege years:' 
The reason for cultural awareness 

during college is because students have 
the option to take Philippine-related 
courses. 

UHM offers students the opportu­
nity to take classes related to Philippine 
languages and culture. Halagao thinks 
they gain more interest in Filipino cul­
ture that way. 

On the other hand, Halagao feels 
the younger generations are not taught 
enough about the culture. 

"I just submitted a proposal for Phil­
.ippine studies in public schools. We 
need to encourage kids to be proud. 
Their: pride comes in too late;' Halagao 
said. 

Sheena Corpuz, 18, is a second­
generation Filipino. She considers her 
family to be very traditional because her 
parents are often strict. 

Corpuz admitted that she prefers 
Chinese food over Filipino food, but 
her parents often make Filipino food to 
remind them of their culture. 

"They always make friend noodles 
and soup, lumpia and pancit;' Corpuz 
said. 

She may not like Filipino food much, 
but she said that she's very proud to be 
a Filipina. 

Jonathan Andrew Ermitanio, also 
18, has a very close connection to his 
homeland. Even though he was born in 
Hawai'i, he and his family have visited 
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their relatives about 12 times. His moth­
er's family is from !locos Norte and his 
father is a first-generation Filipino from 
Cayalan. 

"I don't feel disconnected with my 
relatives back home;' he said. "I talk to 
my relatives every day and I celebrate 
holidays the way people would in the 
Philippines:' 

Halagao said that it is essential for 
everyone, not just Filipinos to know 
about their cultural background. 

"Your identity includes your ethnic­

ity; it grounds who you are:'. she said. 
"If you don't like what or who you are, 
it affects your academics, the way you 
think about yourself, and much more -
at least I know it does for the younger 
generation:' 

"I went to the Philip­
pines 12 times. I don't 
feel disconnected 
with my relatives back 
home. I talk to my rela­
tives every day." 

- Jonathan Andrew 
Ermitanio, 18, graphic design 
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Fooo: 
Continued from page 1 

"''m an eternal optimist, and if 
there are needs that need to be met, 
we will meet them;' Shimabukuro 
said. "Judging from the way the econ­
omy is going - people getting laid 
off and pushed down the strata - the 
situation is going to get more chal­
lenging. But, I'm confident that we'll 
meet our goals:' 

Kaya emphasized that it's mainly 
community members that they rely 

CHILD: 
Continued from page 4 

"I know generally what's going on. 
(Parents) are given a list of activities;' 
saidAzman. 

One concern Azman has, along 
with other parents, is of speeding in 
the area. 

"Especially in the morning, I 
noticed some people like to drive 
about 20 to 25 miles per hour. That's a 
little fast for an area where little kids 
are around;' she said. 

Gooch agreed that something 
should be done to increase awareness 
of speeding in the parking lot. 

"Several years ago, we were con­
cerned so we asked that speedbumps 

GEEK: 
Continued from page 4 

Hawai'i Geek Week. 
Daniel Leuck, CEO of Ikazyo, will 

present to the community at Tech­
Hui.com. 

The community includes a wide 
range of individuals, including those 
just starting out with blogging as well 
as professional programmers and 
web developers. 

In a session entitled "Do You 
REALLY need a webmaster?" Mark 
Johnson, founder of logicspin, a 
Hawai'i-based software develop­
ment and consulting company, will 
share tips on how to keep a Web site 
updated and fresh, with a focus on 
using tools to save company time. 

"Some companies need a webmas­
ter:' said Johnson. "Most businesses 

on for help. She explained that any­
body can organize a fundraiser on 
behalf of the Foodbank. 

'~s the food industry continues to 
undergo changes and donations con­
tinue to decrease, we're going to have 
to work harder to get do~ations for 
food;' Kaya said. 

Anyone Interested in orgamzmg a 

fundraiser on behalf of the Hawai'i 

Foodbank should contact Kaya at 836-

3600. 

would be installed. They were, but 
people complained and they were 
taken down:' Gooch explained. 

She would like to remind people 
who drive in the parking lot that the 
path is only one-way. 

"It's close to the center so it's 
important that people look out for 
children:' said Gooch. 

Gooch thinks it's a good idea to 
send young children to a child care 
center or a preschool because it helps 
them prepare for kindergarten. 

"It's fine for (children) to stay at 
home, but [through] sending your 
kids to a children's center, they get 
used to going to school, they improve 
social skills and learn how to express 
themselves:' 

don't necessarily need a webmaster, 
however:' 

With Windows 7 due to release 
later this week, Rolf Nordahl, owner 
of the Macmouse Club, and JeffLitvi­
noss, owner of Personal Touch Com­
puters, will talk about both operating 
systems in the workshop "Mac OS X 
vis-a-vis Windows 7:' 

Nordahl believes that consumers 
should choose an operating system 
based on what applications they want. 

"The battle is over [between the 
operating systems];' said Nordahl. 
"It's not a religion:' 

Finally, on Oct. 24, the Hawai­
ian Astronomical Society of amateur 
astronomers will hold a stargazing 
party at Kahala Park. Those inter­
ested in looking through a telescope 
and learning what they are looking at 
are encouraged to attend this event. 
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Above: M.R.C Greenwood, president of the Univer­
sity of Hawai'i system, speaks to the press during her 
break f;om the Board of the Regents meeting. Left: 
Students held signs outside of the meeting making 
sure the Regents heard their concerns. 

INTERNET: 
Continued from page 5 

send a friend request (stranger or 
acquaintance), it's legal to trick some­
one into being friends. Being a friend 
can gain the person access to the per­
sonal account they're after. 

It is a legitimate concern that 
somebody might hack into your 
account, but there are simpler ways 
that people should be keep in mind. 

People often log in or save their 
password to the computer, giving 
easy access to a personal account. 

If you forgot to log off your page, 
the next person on the computer can 
search through the account. 

The mindset is, I don't have an 
account, but my friends do, explained 
Duque. 

"Once information is presented, 
you lose control of it;' Duque said. 
"You don't know where the final des­
tination will be." 

Digital information includes any­
thing technical, audio or visual. The 
information cannot be retracted. 

Safety of the sender and their 
information often refers back to the 
trust factor. Most of the time it can be 
the receiver of information that puts 
the sender at risk, even though most 
are worried about hackers. 

It's easy not to think about what 
the receiver will choose to do with 
the information you sent. It could 
easily be printed and shown to others, 
or hopefully, kept confidential. Data 
Leakage mostly has to do with human 
error; humans make mistakes. 

Services like Google, and Archive. 
com backup everything. 
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If a document is opened using 
Google Documents, then that file 
that was opened up is now saved 
in Google; so basically, anybody 
can Google personal information. 
Google archives everything, Duque 
mentioned. 

Sometimes it's also possible for 
Google to have archived your MyS­
pace page before it was set to private; 
which means that it can be Googled 
and viewed even thought it's cur­
rently on private. 

The majority of Internet usage 
is good, but Duque tries to balance 
things out: there's a good and bad 
side of being online. 

"We can use the Internet to remind 
us what we forgot:' Duque said. 

your future is closer than ever>> 808.488.8570 www.wbu.edu/hawaii 
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