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'Dave Chappelle's Block Party' features comedy superstar Dave Chappelle in 
standup comedy. The film was shot in downtown Brooklyn, where he threw a 
party, inviting local residents and cameras. 

'Block Party' cele­
brates black culture 
By Thomas Fawcett 
U-WIRE 

One of the perks of being a mil­
lionaire is that you can take over 
a New York City block to throw 
a party, invite all of your favorite 
musicians to play - including recent 
Grammy winners and reclusive stars 
who haven't performed in years- and 
actually pull it off. 

In "Dave Chapelle 's Block Party," 
the new documentary film by Acad­
emy Award-winning director Michel 
Gondry, comedian Chapelle does 
just that. He throws a free concert in 
Brooklyn's Bed-Stuy neighborhood 
featuring hip-hop and R&B stars from 
Kanye West to Talib K weli, Common 
to John Legend. 

"It's the concert I've always 
wanted to see," Chapelle says in 
the film. 

"Block Party" is a celebration of 
community, music and black cul­
ture. What holds it all together is 
Chapelle 's razor-sharp wit, familiar 
to fans of his sketch comedy show 
on Comedy Central. He constantly 
pushes the perceptions of race and 
racism and still has the uncanny 
ability to make the most serious 
subjects hilarious. 

' Most of the artists featured in the 
film have enjoyed a certain amount 
of commercial success, but Chapelle 
uses the film to shine some light on 
a notable exception, militant hip-hop 
duo Dead Prez. 

Dead Prez serves up heavy cri­
tiques of American government and 
society minus the sugar coating of 
any Chapelle-llke sense of humor. 
Kanye West's now famous "George 
Bush doesn't care about black people" 
statement seems like a Valentine's 
Day card next to Dead Prez's calls for 
armed rebellion against the state. 

"The more you say, the less radio 
play you get," Chapelle says. 

Chapelle likely can relate to Dead 
Prez's criticisms of the entertainment 
industry as well. 

The concert took place in Septem­
ber 2004, before Chapelle signed a 

$50 million contract to continue his 
show on Comedy Central. He subse­
quently left for South Africa, sparking 
a slew of rumors mostly questioning 
his mental health. 

It's that balance between integrity 
and commercial success that Chapelle 
is still struggling to find. In a recent 
interview with Oprah Winfrey, Cha­
pelle sad he abandoned his show in 
part because some of the material was 
"socially irresponsible." Specifically, 
he talked about a sketch in which he 
appeared as a pixie in blackface when 
people were having racist thoughts. 
Chapelle perceived that during the 
taping of the sketch one of the crew 
members was laughing at him rather 
than with him. It was one of the last 
sketches Chapelle finished. 

While "Block Party" has a few 
moments that will make some white 
audience members squirm, it is first 
and foremost a joyous celebration of 
community and expression. 

One scene shows Chapelle in the 
rehearsal studio playing Thelonious 
Monk's "Round About Midnight" on 
piano. 

Chapelle says what he loves about 
Monk is that his music is "off time 
but perfectly on time." Monk was 
known for his inventiveness and 
unusual timing and was widely mis­
understood. Before being heralded as 
a genius, the press and some fellow 
musicians labeled him as crazy. The 
parallels between the two men run 
deep. 

Perhaps the film 's most impres­
sive achievement was reuniting The 
Fugees for their first performance 
together in over seven years, after a 
complicated relationship and some­
times public feud between members 
Lauryn Hill and Wyclef Jean. Their 
reunion is a tantalizing preview of a 
possible follow-up album. 

All of the artists in the film have 
gone against the grain, either artisti­
cally or politically, making "Block 
Party" so refreshing. Not to mention 
everyone involved is having so much 
fun. And that's just how an old-school 
Brooklyn block party should be. 
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Wobbly 'Domino' lands face first 
By Tae Andrews 
U-WIRE 

With a slick preview trailer, 
"Domino" looked to feature the 
coolest on-screen bounty hunter 
appearance since Boba Fett in "The 
Empire Strikes Back." Well, maybe 
the coolest bounty hunter not to wear 
Mandalorian armor. 

Although Fett's taciturn per­
formance is a tough act to follow, 
the presence of Keira Knightley 
sheer attractiveness at least prom­
ised to make up for any mercenary 
shortcomings. Trading in lipstick 
for bullet-shell casings, Knightley 
appeared poised to capture both 
her wanted quarry and the hearts 
of teenage males across the coun­
try- dead or alive. While she more 
or less succeeds as a femme fatale, 
the film as a whole suffers from an 
awful plot and overly complicated 
cinematography. 

Through a series of poorly done 
and very brief flashbacks, the film 
only offers a glimpse of Domino's 
childhood. Following the death of 
her father, young Domino becomes 
an angst-ridden rebel without 
a cause. She also takes to ran­
domly whipping around a pair of 
nunchaku. The pairing of girl-next­
door appeal and sweet nunchuk 
skills combines to make her Napo­
leon Dynamite's trophy wife. 

As an angst-ridden teenager with 
an Avril Lavigne-like ethos, Domino 
naturally decides to pursue a career as 

a fashion model. Tragically, her will­
ingness to engage in fisticuffs on and 
off the runway proves her inability to 
assimilate into the world of beautiful 
people, and she soon opts out. 

Escaping from the superficial 
world of "90210" to a world of 187s 
and 911s, Domino decides to pursue 
a career of danger and excitement as 
a bounty hunter. Mter chopping off 
her hair in favor of a tomboy 'do, she 
completes her transition from Posh 
Spice to Scary Spice by joining up 
with Ed (played by Mickey Rourke) 
and Chaco (Edgar Ramirez), a pair of 

·veterans who she hopes will teach her 
the tricks of the trade. 

However, the way the three of 
them are dressed up, it makes the 
audience wonder if Domino truly left 
the world of fashion or merely went 
on a photo shoot in the desert. Featur­
ing designer jeans, aviator sunglasses 
and lots of squinty gazes, the trio 
looks more prepared to shoot a Levi's 
commercial than draw a bead on any 
would-be criminals. 

Herein lies the main problem of 
Domino - the film tries too hard to 
be cool. Instead of letting it come 
naturally, it tries to force it. Dressed 
like wannabe rock stars, Knight­
ley and Co. look like members of 
the now-defunct band Creed, with 
performances nearly as strained 
as Scott Stapp's vocals. Wielding 
shotguns in lieu of guitars, they are 
clearly trying to change the rock 
industry motif to "Sex, drugs, lock 
'n load," but fail miserably. 

Of course, all of the blame for 
this can be placed squarely on the 
shoulders of director Tony Scott. 
Once known as the genius behind 
"Top Gun," Scott is in a tailspin 
free- fall nearly as bad as the one that 
killed Goose. 

Using cinematography similar to 
his last film, "Man on Fire," Scott 
again elects to use a perpetual motion 
approach in shooting Domino. This 
.gets old quickly - he can't keep 
the camera still , always zooming in 
and out, or flitting around. With this 
recently developed case of cinemato­
graphic ADD and a few artistic mon­
tages, Scott clearly has delusions of 
art-house grandeur. 

In reality, shaking the camera 
only makes the audience want a 
dose of Dramamine. What all of this 
proves that "Domino" is a cliched 
action film posing as an indie flick. 

Some of the more "artistic" 
montages were designed to show 
the perspective of being tripped­
out on mescaline. In fact, one of the 
DVD extras is a featurette entitled 
"Bounty Hunting on Acid: Tony 
Scott's Visual Style." 

The sheer awfulness of this 
·film is enough to make any viewer 
wonder what mind-altering narcotics 
Scott was doing when he cooked up 
this bomb. The only thing this film 
has going for it is Keira Knightley's 
hotness factor. Even in all her hip­
hugging jeans glory, she is barely 
enough to save "Domino" from the 
dreaded land of one-clover ratings. 

'Eight Below' warms hearts 
The brutal Antartic 
forces two explorers 
to leave their team of 
sled dogs behind. 
By Ellice Flores 
STAFF WRITER 

"Eight Below" is an unexpected 
tearjerker that warms one 's heart. 
The movie stars Paul Walker as 
Jerry Shepard, an explorer on an 
isolated Antarctica research base 
who unconditionally love his eight 
huskies. When a powerful winter 
storm erupts, everyone is ordered to 
evacuate and Jerry is forced to leave 
his beloved dogs behind. Agonized 
with guilt, Jerry spends the next few 
months desperately trying to get back 
to Antarctica while the dogs struggle 
to survive the brutal winter alone. 

The film has two separate story 
lines-the dogs surviving on their 
own and Walker 's character trying to 
get back to save the dogs. The human 
performances consisting the cast of 
Walker, as Bruce Greenwood, a sci­
entist, Moon Bloodgood as Walker's 
love interest, and Jason Biggs as 
Walker's best pal-are average. It is 
a no brainer that the huskies are the 
real stars of the show. One can't help 
but fall in love with these adorable 

WALT DISNEY PICTURES 

'Eight Below' is inspired by a true story. Set in the wilderness of Anartica, the film 
tells the story about three members of a scientific expedition and their loyalty 
and bonds of friendship. 

dogs as they fight for survival while 
displaying teamwork and compassion 
for one another. Director Frank Mar­
shall does a fantastic job portraying 
the huskies by giving them varying 
personalities. The viewers can feel 
attached to the huskies as the movie 
progresses. 

Marshall does a terrific job on the 
winter scenery. With gorgeous and 
breathtaking landscapes, viewers will 
hardly notice the absence of dialogue 
during the survival scenes. This may 

be a Disney movie, but there are no 
talking animals involved. The hus­
kies wander through beautiful snowy 
mountain tops and frozen seas as 
they search for food , though younger 
viewers may not be comfortable with 
the shots of dead animals. 

While there may be no Oscar 
material here, "Eight Below" car­
ries your soul like no other. As far 
as family films go, this one is among 
some of the best. Just make sure to 
bring a tissue or two. 

.. 
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Hiring: 
Continued from page 6 

selection committee decides how 
many people they want to interv iew 
and make every interview identi­
cal- including seating arrange­
ments," Noji said. 

Candidates are not required to 
clarify their answers . The panel 
asks departmental que tions and 
recommends the top candidates 
to the dean. The dean then goes 
through all the applications in con­
sideration and asks college related 
questions . Candidates who apply 
in the spring are chosen by May or 
June and begin by August 1. 

Two kinds of positions are 
offered at KCC: non-ten ure track, 
which is a part time position, and 
a tenured track, which is perma­
nent position that include pro­
motion opportunities. After five 
years non-ten ure instructors can 
apply for promotions or tenure. 
Once hired there is a base salary 
and adjustments are made based 
on experience. Minimum qualifi­
cations for all positions is a Mas­
ters degree. 

Of course there are applicants 
who don't make it. Pamela Burns , 

Manele: 
Continued from page 6 

silence eludes from the circle of 
those gathered. Kawika Napoleon, 
Assistant Professor in Hawaiian 
Language steps forward to give 
a haunting ko'ihonua, a chant 
explaining the mo 'oku'auhau 
'genealogy' of Queen Kapi' olani 
from the beginning of her time to 
the end of her life. 

a nursing instructor had a fr iend 
teaching part time in the nursing 
department, who told her to con­
tact the department chair. At the 
time she was worki ng at a des k 
job . 

"Nurses like to see people and 
meet people," Burns said. 

Nursing department chair, Mae 
Kealoha, interviewed Burns after 
reviewing her · application, he 
spoke with the dean who hired her. 

"Thi-s is my fourth semester at 
KCC and they are always look­
ing to hire more nursing fac ulty," 
Burns said. 

Burns was pleased with the 
campus upon arriving. 

"It had a nice feel to i t. The 
faculty I met were so positive and 
strong about how they felt about 
the program, about service to the 
students and college," she said. 

Even those who have no teach­
ing experience can win a title to 
teach at KCC. 

This is Burn 's fi rst teaching 
position. As such, she was required 
to have had experience in the field 
she was to teach, be willing to take 
additional classes required to be 
completed to help her with teach­
ing and the transition between 
practicing and teaching. 

"It's a brand new start, it's a 

time to look at our goals and re­
focus on our goals," he said. This 
event allowed him to support the 
opening and gain appreciation for 
the Hawaiian community at KCC. 

Mike Ane, Counselor for 
Native Hawaiian students reflects 
on what he hopes the students 
present will take away from this 
experience. 

"I like what Kahu did. How 
he explained his mana ' o ' thought ' 

According to Kealalokahi in terms of the maile. I hope the 
Losch, instructor in Hawaiian 
and Pacific Islands Studies, this 
is done to legitimize the ali ' i, to 
show how a person is related to the 
gods. It justifies the respect and 
status for Kapi ' olani for whom the 
school is named. 

Once the blessing is completed, 
the faculty invite the students to 
enter the newly sanctified center 
that is the hub of learning in this 
culture. 

As everyone partakes in the ono 
lunch that fo11owed, the meaning 
of this momentous event is not lost 
on student Keola Kaneakua. 

students see that this is more than 
just going through the motions," 
he said. "It's important for the 
students and the faculty to hear, 
and get the history behind it. " 

And so , with the Hawaiian 
flag proudly erected in the front 
of the steps of Manele , students 
looking to further their educa­
tion and gaining insight to the 
Hawaiian culture saw today how 
history, respect and doing what 
is pololei, ' correct, ' emanates 
from the very reason perpetu­
ating Hawaiian learning is so 
important. 

Tutoring: 
Continued f rom page I 

Math tutor Gilbert Ignacio 
deems a tutor as someone a student 
can go to when they do not under­
stand their teacher. 

'I think students might not under­
stand their teacher so they prefer 
listening to another person 's voice," 
Ignacio said. 

KCC student Wujairrun, whose 
last name is withdrawn for privacy 
reasons, said getting tutored at the 
Holomua has helped her greatly in 
understanding her math homework . 
"The tutors there are awesome. 
They were actually better than 
my math teacher," Wujaimin said. 
Wujaimin had trouble understand­

ing her math teacher last semester. 
She often left class confused and 
didn ' t understand any of the teach­
er 's explanations. 

"I learned more from the tutors 
than I did from my math teacher. 
From them I actuall understood the 
material," Wujaimin said. 

English students under the 100-
level are encouraged to get help from 
tutors. Ontai said some students don ' t 
want to get tutored but are forced to 
by their teachers. 

'"Some students just come here 
for the blue piece of paper that 
says they've been tutored because 
it's required by thei r teacher," 

ROXANE CAIRES I THE KAPIO NEWSPRESS 

Jason Asato (left), a volunteer at the 
Holomua Center tutors Raynard V. 
Miura. 

that, they don ' t have time to rewrite," 
Ontai said. 

Being able to rewrite your paper is 
a benefit from getting tutored. 

"When tutoring, you can explain 
concepts in more detail. They can 
understand it more specifically. 
They can revise as many times as 
they want before turning it in ," 
Calfee explained . 

One of the perks of being a tutor is 
seeing students improve on their work. 

"It's good to see their reaction. 
When they come in they don't under­
stand anything, and when they leave 
they understand it," Ignacio said. 

Ontai said. The Holomua Center is located in 
Ontai explains that many students lliahi 231. 

are not consistent. Many of them 
come in for help right before their 
paper is due. 

"A lot of students come in when 
the day their paper is due. Because of 

For more information about the 

about the center or tutoring services 
call 734-9343 or contact the center 

via e-mail at holomua@hawaii.edu. 

:'-,Participation is open to amv,st:ttdent 
\' atleast three credit hours at 

GPA. 

Graffiti: 
Continued fro m page 1 

The fac ulty in the Manele build­
ing try their best to prevent graffiti 
and vandalism. 

"In our building we try to ~ake 
it known that it i di couraged," 
Kelly said. According to Kelly, 
there have been instances of graf­
fiti in their bathrooms. 

"I think graffiti makes our campus 
look a few steps down from where it 
should be," Kelly said, "it devalues 
our campus and creates an eyesore 
for everyone ." 

Kelly also feel that faculty should 
play a part in the prevention of graf­
fiti by warning tudents and trying 
their best to discourage it. 

Students and faculty have the 
abi I ity to be a deterrent and pos­
sibly catch offenders who deface 
our campus. 

REPORT GRAFFITI 
» When witnessing a vandal­
ism event, do not approach 
the offenders. 

» Contact security from an 
off-campus phofle (734-9900), 
or on-campus phone (ext. 
9900). 

» HPD Graffiti Hotline at 529· 
3222. 

» To see what students have 
to say, flip to page 2. 

- Nomination forms are availa})J~ fr?IIl tv{~ch 
6 until April 3 at 4:30P.M. inthe.D~an ~f' ·.· 
Student Services office at I'lima 205. 

- Up to eight students will become KCC 

Student Congress 2006-2007. 

out1ne~mt~ers•hiP in May. 

;,,~§Ii1rrlittees may also be formed to 
address specific issues to include student 

participation by non-voting members. 

- At Large representatives in elections held 

online the week of April 1 0-1 7. 
- Every registered student club is also 

allowed to appoint a voting member for a 

total of 16 possible KCC representatives. 

- Cast your votes for At Large members 

online in April when you get an email 

reminder or contact us at 734-9580 for 

more informaion. 

- All eligible students are encouraged to 

run for election and to vote. 
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