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New age Toyota Prius a car for the next millenium

David L Hughes
Staff Writer

Toyota has developed a hybrid
gas/electric vehicle that is the first
massed produced automobile to ad-
dress environmental concerns. This
new auto goes by the name of
“Prius.” It has successfully
launched in Japan, where thousands
have been sold to the public since
December of 1997.

The Prius incorporates the tech-
nologies of a 1500cc gasoline en-
gine with a pollution free electric
motor/generator. These two power
plants are linked via an electrically
controlled continuously variable
transmission (CVT) which
smoothly adjusts the rates of speed
of the gas engine, electric genera-
tor and the electric drive motor to
accommodate for variations in ac-
celeration and deceleration.

The gas engine is kept within its
most efficient speed and torque

range as much as possible to maxi-
mize fuel efficiency. When the en-
gine falls out of this range, as when
the car is pulling away from a stop
or negotiating a slight grade, fuel is
cut off and the engine is stopped.
When this occurs, power is supplied
to the front wheels via the electric
motor. When the vehicle is coast-
ing or when the brakes are applied,
the system causes the electric mo-
tor to operate as a generator, recov-
ering energy and transforming it
into electricity to charge the batter-
ies. The batteries are a pack of 40
sealed nickel-metal hydride devel-
oped for use in the Prius’s power
train and they never need to be put
on an out of system charging unit
as the batteries are charged alter-
nately by the gas engine or the gen-
erator/brake recovery system.

The Toyota Prius has a top speed
of 88 miles per hour when only the
gas engine is engaged, and 100
m.p.h. when the gas engine and

electric motor are working in tan-
dem. Fuel economy is 66 miles per
gallon with a driving range at about
850 miles per tank of fuel, which is
a 13.2 gallon capacity tank. Carbon
dioxide emissions (CO2) are re-
duced by about 50% over a compa-
rable gasoline engined vehicle. Car-
bon monoxide (CO), hydrocarbon
(HC) and nitrogen oxide (NOX)
emissions are reduced by about 90%
below Japanese regulation stan-
dards.

This automobile manufactured
by Toyota marks the first truly vi-
able ‘green’ car. Although it doesn’t
come close to a perfectly pollution
free automobile, it is a notable
achievement. The Prius is scheduled
to be available for US markets in
the year 2000 priced at around
$20,000. The only cloud on the ho-
rizon is whether or not the introduc-
tion of the auto will be unfettered
by Powerful Oil maneuvering that
has squelched so many other at-
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The new Toyota Prius can be seen on display at your local Toyota

dealer.

tempts at environmentally friendly
inventions. After all, Americans are
more than ready to embrace the
world of tomorrow. The Prius is just
the first ray of sunshine of that new
age.

(The information used in this ar-

ticle was taken from a newsletter of-
fered by Toyota-Hawaii as a press re-
lease. If you would like more infor-
mation regarding the Prius, please
write Toyota-Hawaii at 2850A
Pukoloa St. Honolulu, HI. 96819 or
call Linda Chun at 529-6216)

Car security, or piece of mind...you be the judge

Sebastian Stillman
Staff Writer

One Mississippi, two Missis-
sippi, three Mississ... Breaking
into my car takes me less than three
seconds with a slim jim. In fact,
breaking in is faster than fumbling
for my keys and putting it into the
keyholes. I sealed up my key holes
after the last time my lock was
punched in. Installing a keyless
entry system looked like my best
solution to stop break-ins and
punched locks. Unfortunately, the
cost for keyless entry start in the
upper $300.00 and can run up to
as much as $500.00 if you do not
have power locks. So, in the mean
time, a slim jim will have to do. A
keyless entry system will stop a lot
of break-ins by thieves that believe
a common screwdriver is the key
to your car. With a keyless entry
system, you can do away with your
keyholes.

One security product that at-
tempts to-stump car thieves is star
locks. I know for about a $100,
Star Locks will replace your ordi-
nary locks with arounded key lock.
However, the locks are mounted to

your door with glue. The install-
ers might claim that the glue is in-
dustrial strength, but so is a
criminal’s screwdriver. Simply
said, these locks will not solve all
your problems. They can easily be
“popped” off by someone who
wants to get into your car. Most
car thieves carry instruments/tools
to aid them in their missions. Star
Lock-type locks seem to
be almost as pathetic as
the stock locks that fac-
tories install in their
automobiles. Chang-
ing your key locks
may deter some
primitive car thieves
but not the clever ones.
Losing  chump
change and replacing your keyhole

after a break-in are minor costs. A.

steering wheel club and it’s varia-
tions prevent a thief from driving
away with your entire car. Most
of these club-like devices are bright
in color and can be seen from out-
side of the vehicle. This is a good
device to make car thieves think a
little. They examine their options
and say to themselves, “should I
try steal this car with the security

club on or should I find one with-
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out it?” The choice is clear, mo-
rons! These devices are more ef-
fective as a psychological reality
check than effective security
against break-in and theft. Some
ways that crooks get around the
club-like
device is
to sim-

the steering wheel and slip it off.
You are basically paying for a de-
terrent.

Kill switches are sold and in-
stalled as a security feature to in-
terrupt the ignition. Usually, a kill
switch is sold in a package deal
with an alarm or something. The
kill switch is a computerlike device
that interrupts your ignition, and
acts like a second key. When you
put the computer key into it’s re-
ceiver, you can start your engine
with your regular key. These de-
vices are great to an extent, because
a car thief could not steal your car
with only a screwdriver. The down
side of the kill switch ignition key
is that most of them are universal.
If you have one key, you have them
all. Some individual auto makers

and security companies have their
own version of this simple device.
Hopefully technology improves to
a level where everyone can afford
their own personal switches.

A lot of break-ins are not even
forced entry. Did you ever leave
your keys in the door or the igni-
tion? I told my mom that if there
ever was a car like her’s with the
keys in it, I would bring it home
for spare parts. I was not really se-

rious until she said “Go forit.”
Now when I’m bored,
I casually scan
parking lots for
doors with the
keys in it. You
can put a couple
of wise sayings
to my intentions; “One man’s loss
is another man’s gain,” “Learn
from your mistakes.” I felt like I
could really teach someone a valu-
able lesson in Stupidity 101, the ba-
sics. I would be teaching my vic-
tim, and my family and I could
benefit. I know that my mom felt
like this because our family has
been a victim of random vehicle
break-ins; one of ours got stolen
and trashed.

Back to the subject, there are
simple things like taking your keys
and your valuables with you that
can prevent or avoid potential
break-ins. If not, hide them. In
my younger days, some twenty or
thirty hours ago, I was just window
shopping in cars. I saw all kinds
of things I wanted like CD’s, CD

On-line homework help

Aja Kop
Staff Weriter

Algebra got you down? Can’t get
the answers to your latest Physics
problem? Need some help figuring
out what Juan and Anita are talking
about in your latest Spanish lesson?

Don’t pull your hair out or use
your overpriced textbooks as kin-
dling just yet, there is hope if you
have a computer and on-line access!
The answers to almost all of your
problems can be found all over the
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Internet. The World Wide Web of-
fers a variety of options such as chat
discussions on topics related to col-
lege study like Literature, Math-
ematics, or History. Another option
is general on-line homework help,
where you can discuss your prob-
lems with other students and teach-
ers in a chat format or e-mail in your
questions, as well as on-line tutori-
als, texts, and informative writings
all available at a keystroke.
Finding all of these things and
more is a lot simpler than one would
think. The most reliable and broad

players, and money. I saw aroll of
quarters with a $20 dollar bill un-
der it. Itsno doubt that if the keys
were in the door, I would be in the
money. ButI was just looking, you
know. This is what thieves do.
They can see what you leave out,
test your car for alarms, and figure
out if risks versus the rewards. Just
seconds, that is all they need. Have
you ever heard this saying: “If you
want it bad enough, you can get
it”?

There are a lot of security de-
vices offered, and you can ask the
pros what they think you will need.
Seriously, you need to ask what the
down side of the products are.
“Ask and you shall receive.” You
can ask the police what they have
seen and what they find effective,
or to what extent a certain product
can serve you. The police have
seen it all too much, really. The
same types of cars are stolen, day
in and day out, they fill out reports
on break-ins or damage, and its too
bad that so much of this goes on.
Alarms are great, but a'nuisance.
Bright colored security devices and
LED lights serve as good deter-
rents. Prevention is the key, ladies
and gentlemen. You can do your
part to save your butt some trouble
in the future. So I advise you to
ask, “The more you know the more
you grow”’, “To know is to experi-
ence”, “Knowing is half the battle”
so on and so on. So be smart and
don’t let yourself be a victim.

options are usually found in the,
“Education,” listing of most search
engines such as Magellan, Lycos,
Excite or Yahoo. All of these search
engines also conduct chats and tu-
torials with various universities.
The following are on-line ad-
dresses for search engines offering
academic help:
Excite: http://www.excite.com
Yahoo!: http://www.yahoo.com
Magellan: http://www.magellan.
excite.com
Lycos: http://www.lycos.com
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The LAC Grammar Workshops are FREE, but students must sign up at the
LAC main counter by noon Monday the week of the workshop they want
to attend. For disability accommodations, students should call Gail Harada
at 734-9342 at least 10 working days before the workshop they want to
attend. Kapiolani Community College is an Equal Opportunity/Affirma-

tive Action Institution

Tuesda 23

¢ LAC Grammar Workshop,
Verb Problems - Past and Present
Perfect Tenses noon - 12:55 p.m,,
‘Iliahi 228F.

v IMTS Computer Workshop:
E-mail. 2- 3:30 p.m. in Lama 101
(the library). Students need to sign
up in advance by calling ext. 711.

Wednesday, 2/24

v LAC Grammar Workshop,
Pronoun-Antecedent Agreement, 3-
3:55. p.m,, ‘Iliahi 228F.

¢ Thinking Through History:
Gain insight into history with Colette
Higgins and Brian Cassity. 12-1
p-m., Iliahi 228F.

% Student Solo Performance dur-
ing lunch, 12- 1 p.m. in the *Ohi’a
Cafeteria.

!..2 Student Activities presents:

Family Movie Night featuring
Disney’s “The Jungle Book”, show-
ing in the *Ohi’a Auditorium, room
118, 6- 8 p.m. Free! Free! Free!

#+ The entire island is cordially
invited to an .evening of
superturbocharged third-wave ska
with...Reel Big Fish and local open-
ers Go Jimmy Go. The show is at
The Beach Hall at Puck’s Alley on
the corner of King and University.
Show starts at 7 p.m. $1 parking with
validation. Tickets are on sale now
for $16.50 general admission. Tick-
ets available at: all Hungry Ear
Records, Radio Free Music Center,
Tower Records, Tower Video. For
more information call: 394-0442 or
go online at www.goldenvoice.com.

Friday, 2/26

Last Day for Requesting Grade
Options (credit/ no credit, audit.)

5] The History Club at KCC

film showing, featuring the recent

blockbuster “Titanic” in the *Ohi’a -

Auditorium, room 118, 1:30- 5 p.m.

#+ Come support Hawaii’s local
band scene. Hawaiian Express Pre-
sents a concert featuring nine bands
including four Warped Tour local
bands. The concert is at Kaleheo
High School Cafeteria (Kailua). This
is a Homeless Benefit so there is an
admission of $5. All ages are wel-
come. The concert is from 6-11 p.m.
Unit 101 C.D.s are available; Con-
tact Jason Miller at 225-7040 or
email hwnex @aol.com.

+ Through Feb. 26, “Last
Dreams of the Millennium: The Re-
emergence of British Romantic
Painting.” Work by seven contem-
porary British painters demonstrates
how cultural traditions can be ab-
sorbed and revitalized in a contem-
porary setting. UH Art Gallery, M-F
10:30-4 p.m., T 10:30-8 p.m., Sun.
12-4 p.m. closed Saturdays. Contact:
UH Art Gallery, 956-6888.

Saturday, 2/21

v IMTS Computer Workshop:
E-mail.11 a.m.-12:30 p.m., Lama
101 (the library). Students need to
sign up in advance by calling ext.
.

# Through Feb. 27. “Vitreous
Spectacle.” An exhibition of tradi-
tional blown glass vessels and
sculptural glass forms by students
of the University of Hawai‘i Glass
Program. Windward Community
College ‘Iolani Gallery, Tues.-Sat.
1-5 p.m. For more information call
235-7346.

%+ Night Reef Walks at the
Waikiki Aquarium. 6:30-9 p.m. For
an experience you’ll not forget, join
us as we explore the reef at night.
Participants get wet up to their knees
with Aquarium staff on this *“ in the
wild” excursion. Coral reef natural
history, ecology, reef conservation
and safety are all covered. Mini-
mum age 5 years, youngsters must
be accompanied by an adult. $10/
adult, $8/child ($8/6 for Aquarium
members). For more information
call 923-9741.

+ African Safari for Keikis- at
Honolulu Academy of Arts from 10
a.m.- 1 p.m.

Monday, 3/1

v/ UH-Manoa: School of Social

Work, a session on the requirements
for admission and career opportu-
nities. 12- 1:15 p.m., ’Ilima 202A

v’ UH-Manoa: Art Program, in-
formation about the UH-Manoa Art
Program requirements. 12-1:15
p-m., ’Ilima 202B.

4 UH-Manoa: College of Busi-
ness, a session on the requirements
for admission. 12-1:15 p.m., 202C.

Announcements

Do you need counseling or aca-
demic advising? We can help! Come
bring your lunch and meet with us
during our* brown bag” advising
sessions. Spring sessions are sched-
uled for the following Fridays:
March 5, March 19, April 9, and
April 23. All sessions will be held
at the Maida Kamber Center (lo-
cated in the Counseling Office)
from 12-1 p.m. Call or visit the
Counseling Office in Ilima Room
103, or phone 734-9500, to sign-up
for one of the four sessions. If you
are unable to attend a session, you
may also contact one of the Pre-
Education Advisors, Kristie Souza
or Jane Fukunaga, for an appoint-
ment. Kristie can be reached at the
Counseling Office. Jane can be
reached at 734-9385.

Times for Hand Drumming Ba-
sics class have Changed! Traditional
West African drumming with
djembe and dundun now on Tues-
days at 7:30 p.m. Conga class with
cave, shekere and bell on Saturdays
at 4 p.m. 1007 Waimanu St., 2nd
floor. Loaner drums are available.
Be sure to bring a chair or stool.
Classes are $10 and all skill levets
are welcome. For more information
please call: 377-DRUM, the Hono-
lulu Rhythm Line.

Gallery on the Pali in the Uni-
tarian Church. From March 7-April
2 an Abstract Concepts paintings
will be on exhibit at the Unitarian
Church’s Gallery on the Pali. 2500
Pali Hwy at Niolopa. For more in-
formation call Norma Nichols, the
Director at 526-1191. Gallery on the
Pali is the oldest gallery in the State
supporting Hawaii’s Artists.

Free PIC Grant Writing Work-
shop! Pacific Islanders in Commu-
nications (PIC) is offering a free
public workshop on grant writing
specific to PIC’s Media Grants Ap-
plication. Producers, writers, direc-
tors, and all interested in submitting
proposals on Pacific themed
projects intended for national pub-
lic television, are encouraged to
submit applications as well as attend
this workshop. Grants up to $10,000
are available for research and devel-
opment; grants up to $50,000 are
available for production, post-pro-
duction, marketing and distribution.
Deadline for applications is April 5.
Please contact Ann Moriyasu at
591-0059 for questions regarding
the workshop.

The Goto of Hiroshima Founda-
tion will award a study grant of
$5,000 for travel and research to an
individual currently residing in the
State of Hawaii who has an interest
inresearch regarding Hiroshima and
Hawaii; or general Japanese culture,
politics, economics or language.
The recipient must be between the
ages of 18 and 40. Preference will
be given to anyone from the
Honokaa region on the island of
Hawaii. the application deadline is
Friday, May 14. Please contact
Louise Pagotto: 734-9283 or email
at pagotto @hawaii.edu for copies of
the application materials.

Great Decisions Essay Contest.
UH Community College students
are eligible only. The State prize is
$500. The National prize is an
award and a free trip to New York.
Possible Topics: The Information
Age: New Dimensions for U.S. For-
eign policy; The Asian Financial
Crisis: The IMF and Its Critics; Ja-
pan: The Shadow of the Miracle;
Weapons of Mass Destruction: Re-
emerging Threat?; Central Asian
Pressure Cooker: The Caspian Ba-
sin and Iran; Implementing NATO
Enlargement: Difficult Choices
Ahead; Latin America: A Broad
Overview; U.S. Role in the United
Nations: A Changing Dynamic? For
topic descriptions, visit http://
www.fpa.org/program.html. The
format that is allowed is written,
video or multimedia presentations.
Submit by March 31. Please call
Truman Leung at 944-7784 for de-
tails. An in-depth collection of ar-
ticles on each of the above topics is
found in the 1999 Great Decisions
Briefing Book, available for sale at
$12 per copy. Send Proof of Regis-
tration at a UH Community College
along with the submission to: Great
Decisions Essay Contest: Pacific
and Asian Affairs Council, 1633
East-West Road, Bldg. 96-35, Ho-
nolulu, HI 96848-1633.

For more information, call the Job Placement Office at 734-9514 or go to
the Maida Kamber Center in ‘Ilima 103.

“ March is Kidney Month.” We
are looking for volunteers to: greet
people and help them fill out a kid-
ney questionnaire, take blood pres-
sure readings or distribute take
home urine tests to participants.
High risk factors for kidney disease
include: Diabetes, high blood pres-
sure, frequent urinary tract infec-
tions, family history of kidney dis-
ease, Analgesic abuse, or drug/alco-
hol abuse. Saturday March , and/or
March . Ala Moana, Pearlridge
Shopping Center, Windward Mall,
Hawaii Kai Shopping Center. Call
Kimsheree at 5-5X.

Package Handler: Mon.-Fri. 4-7
p.-m., Mon.-Fri. 7:30 p.m.-12:30
a.m. Primary job functions: load and
unload packages into delivery van/
air can, manually place packages
onto rollers and belts, sort packages
into proper vans/cans, re-tape/re-
pack packages, hand scan packages.
Job is physically and mentally de-
manding, requires lifting, carrying
pulling/pushing up to 150 lbs.

Street Dance Instructor: Part-
time, temporary. Mon.-Fri. 1-3 p.m.
Instruct and choreograph lessons to
a group of 15+. At the end of ses-
sion, instructor is to put on a per-
formance for the Mililani Commu-
nity. Must have dance background
and production experience.

Performing Arts Instructor: Part-
time, temporary. Mon.-Fri. 1-3 p.m.
Instruct and direct a class of 15+
students in the dramatic arts (stu-
dents ages range from 7-12 years
old). At the conclusion of the pro-
gram the instructor is to put on a fi-
nale night for the Mililani Commu-
nity. Applicant must have dramatic
arts background with production
experience.

Do you need help in proofread-
ing your school papers? Call Jean
at 946-7853.

Music TV Puzzle

by Kristina Wright
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ACROSS

4 Network movie starring Jerry
O'Connell

Van Beethoven

8 Show where six individuals travel
across a country

9 Show that praises singers and their
artistic

expressions

15 Song done by 10 down about the
weather

16 Aids victim on 13 dawn

19 Best friend of 18 down

control. Show where the

participants sit in lazy

boys. :

22 Has the number | song in the
nation. Last name .

23 “In the ---- show” M.Manson hit.

25 "You hear it ----— Networks news
slogan.

28 Bare Naked Ladies hit

29 ---—-- out, with Chris and Jenny.

30 ---—- and the Blowfish

1'People’ n-agazines sexiest veejay

2 Network that produced 4 across

3 Puff --—

4 1 down'’s co-host

5 Singer killed before her stardom hit
the U.S.

6 Worked with 3 down in a tribute song

10 Recipient of the mst awards given
by network

" girls, who co-run the Lilith Fair

12 NiLsic show that airs strictly videos
past the hour of

12

13 Show with six people who live
together for a short period of time.

14 Tabitha -----,. anchor wman.

17 Collin ----—, host of 21 across

18 Cartoon character. “Cornholio.”

20 Setting for the next 13 down.

24 Was kicked out in the San
Francisco series.

26 -—— request live. Hosted by | and 4
down.

27 The summer ---— house.
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