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Was global warming the 
catalyst of Katrina? 
By Emmanuel Cournede 
STAFF WRITER 

In the midst of commiseration 
for angst-ridden and destitute New 

Orleans, a hint of exoneration can 
be detected from advocates of global 
warming across the country. The 
president, it is believed, is paying the 
penalty for his refusal to act on climate 
change. 

Prior to the disaster of Hurricane 
Katrina, supporters of the initiative 
that human activity has altered the 

climate publicly criticized the Bush 
administration's decision to ignore 
the Kyoto Protocol , an international 
treaty which called for the reduction 
of carbon monoxide emission by 15 
percent. The protocol was backed by 
more than 2,000 scientists from 100 
countries and had strong support from 
the United Nations Intergovernmental 
panel on climate change. 

In a recent statement regarding the 

protocol released by the White House, 
the president stated, "As you know, I 
oppose the Kyoto Protocol because 
it exempts 80 percent of the world, 
including major population centers 
such as China and India, from compli­
ance and would cause serious harm to 

the U.S. economy." 

But does this environmental disas­
ter in our own home perhaps provide 
evidence that global warming is indeed 
real? After all, amid speculation that 
the death toll will start at 10,000, is 
it not plausible to conclude that we 
are witnessing America's most lethal 
natural disaster? And so soon after the 
Asian tsunami, it raises genuine ques­
tions. 

.. It is disturbing that conclusions 
are being drawn before the victims 

of Hurricane Katrina are properly 
accounted for," said University of 

Hawaii student Alexia Smith. 
Majoring in environmental law 

and business, Smith has a vested inter­
est in the long-term battle to clean up 
the environment. 

"The federal expenditure on cli­

mate research is now at $4.2 billion 
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wen look at me, den he wen look 
at da picture, den he wen look and 
me. Den he wen tell 'Eh, das you!' 
So I sed 'Oh, yeah yeah yeah.' Den 
he wuz all like 'NOT!' I guess hod 
fo ' believe one local guy can be on 
top da front page of da Wall Street 
Journal." 

Despite it being hard to believe, 
Tonouchi was recognized in many 
publications island wide and known 
as "Da Pidgin Guerrilla." Founder 
and co-editor of the literary maga­
zine, "Hybolics" and author of a 
short story co11ection, "Da Word," 
Tonouchi's most recent book became 

available to the public two months 
ago. 

"Da Kine Dictionary." is com­
piled of a bunch of Pidgin words 

per year," Smith added, "approxi­
mately the same amount given to the 
National Cancer Institute." 

Others, however, are not so sure. 
"The only thing it does is reaf­

firm my own philosophy that disaster 
always comes from an unexpected 
source," said meteorologist George 
Mason, a University of Hawaii gradu­
ate and self-employed private contrac­

tor. Mason disregards the belief that 
human activity might have caused the 

hurricane. 
According to top hurricane expert 

in the country, Dr. William Gray at 
Colorado State University, "blaming 
this on global warming is ridiculous." 

Mason was referring to an inter­
view that appeared in the New York 
Times, in which Gray, an expert on 
tropical meteorology, declared that, 
"from 1995 to 2003, 32 major h!J.r­

ricanes with sustained winds of 111 
miles per hour or greater formed in the 
Atlantic. Only one in 10 of those hur­
ricanes struck the U.S. at full strength 
- historically the rate bas been one in 
three. Last year, three of six (one-half 
of) major hurricanes hit the U.S., the 
New York Times reported. 

However, many scientists, weather 
experts and proponents of climate 

change argue that the correlation 
between global warming and hurri­
canes is evident and should be taken 
seriously. 

Science has clearly shown that 

in order to mitigate global warming, 
worldwide emissions must be reduced 
by 70 percent, which may threaten the 
survival of the coal and oil industry. 

"We need a rapid global transition 
to clean energy," said Ross Gelbspan 
in an interview by Democracy Now. 

Geldspan, a Pulitzer Prize winner 
and Special Projects Editor for the 
Boston Globe wrote on Aug. 30, 
"Today, with the science having 

become even more robust, and the 
impacts as visible as the mega-storm 

that covered much of the Gulf of 
Mexico, the press bears a share of the 
guilt for our self-induced destruction 
with the oil and coal industries." 

with submissions from all over the 
islands and beyond. Tonouchi said 
that "da projeck wuz one community 
effort," which took nearly four years 

to complete. 
A Web site was set up to encour­

age people to submit their favorite 
Pidgin words with definition, sen­
tence and origin. Words that were 
selected to be printed in the book 
were credited to the contributor, 
along with "wot school dey went and 
wot year dey grad." 

As Pidgin constantly evolves and 
as more words are created, Tonouchi 
hopes to perpetuate Pidgin so that a lot 
of the older vocabularies aren't lost. 
He plans on collecting more words for 
"da future expanded big bumboocha 
edition of 'Da Kine Dictionary."' 

"I tink da mo' words you know, 

da mo' powah to you," Tonouchi 
said. "So go learn 'em all, brah. In 
fack, I still like know mo' too." 

NEWSPAPER DIGEST 

'Intelligent Design': Bush and the 
media take sides in the education 
BY THE WEEK MAGAZINE 

''The God vs. Darwin debate" has 
reached the White House, said Cathy 

Young in the Boston Globe. After 
losing the legal battle to teach the bibli­

cal story of Creation in public schools, 
conservative Christians are back with 

a clever reformulation of creationism 
called "Intelligent Design." The uni­

verse is too complex, this theory 's pro­
ponents argue, to be explained purely by 
chance mutation and natural selection. 
The cosmos-and life-thus stand as 
powerful evidence of a blueprint laid 
down by an all-knowing prime mover. 
Intelligent Design has become a flash 
point around the country, with 25 states 
and dozens of school districts having 

debated the merits of teaching it. Last 
week, President Bush declared that they 
should. "Both sides ought to be properly 
taught," he told reporters, "so people can 
understand what the debate ls about." 

Sounds perfectly reasonable­
except, of course, to the "secular left," 
said Peter Wood in National Review 
Online. Liberals are outraged that Bush 
isn't genuflecting at the "unquestion­
able" altar of Darwinism. But he's right 

to resist. Evolution explains part of the 
process of how life arose on Earth, but 
it is stumped by the biggest questions. 
How did inanimate proteins floating 
in the primordial soup organize them­
selves into living creatures? Why did 
our human ancestors appear "abruptly 
on the scene about 150,000 years ago," 
with intelligence and toolmaking abili­
ties not seen in previous hominids? 
If Darwinians really had faith in their 
own theory, said Kathleen Parker in 
the Orlando Sentinel, they wouldn't be 

afraid to have it tested against Intelligent 
Design. As Bush pointed out, the whole 
point of education "is to expose people 
to different schools of thought." 

Fine-but that discussion should . 

take place in philosophy class, said The 
Washington Post in an editorial. Intel­
ligent Design doesn't belong in biology' 
classes, for the simple reason that it isn 't 
science. Evolution may not answer every 
question, said Jonathan Alter in News­
week, but it's based on huge mounds of 
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Only a few months after her 
son 's death, Pua founded Hawaii 
S.P.E.A.R., Suicide Prevention Edu­
cation Awareness and Research, a 
non-profit organization that brings 
awareness to the state and the nation 
through various means. The mission 
statement states, "We were propelled 
into this community no one wants 
membership to ... We are turning our 
pain into productive work." 

Pua is also attending college for 
a Master's degree in social work to 
equip herself with the knowledge that 

would be useful to her work. 
On Thursday, Sept. 15 at 12:30 

p.m., Pua will be speaking at Ilima 

fossil and biological evidence, and on a 
process that has been observed in real 
time, in the real world. It is among "the 
most durable theories in all of science." 
Intelligent Design, by contrast, relies 
upon supernatural explanations-and 
thus cannot be tested or disproved. 

No wonder Bush is a fan of it, then, 
said the San Jose Mercury News in an 

editorial. He has repeatedly demon­
strated that he has no undet;Standing 
of-or respect for-science. This is a 
man who has insisted, against all scien­
tific evidence, that greenhouse gases do 
not contribute to global warming. He's 
defied all the experts in claiming that 22 
existing stem-cell lines can satisfy the 
needs of medical researchers. Given a 
choice, said Jonathan Chait in the Los 
Angeles Times, Bush always opts for 
belief over reason. "Facts don't matter 
to him. What matters is how he feels. " 

Our children shouldn't be asked to 

202 to students and faculty about 
suicide prevention, education and 
awareness. The seminar, titled 
"Breaking the Silence in the After­
math of my Teen's Death by Sui­
cide," aims to bring awareness to the 
signs indicating that someone may 
be contemplating suicide and what 
can be done to help. 

Student Activities Coordinator, Dr. 
George Higa believes that attending 
the seminar is imperative as many 
new students are realizing the enor­
mous stress that accompanies college 
life. Higa also highly encourages 
KCC faculty and counselors to attend 
the seminar due to their intimate con­
tact with their students. 

KCC Holuma counselor, Regina 
Ewing, who wiJl be attending the 

seminar, has spent many years learn-
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make this choice, said Michael Shermer, 
also in the Tunes. The proponents of 
Intelligent Design assume that religion 
and evolution are at war with each 
other-that they're mutually exclusive. 
They're not. Science attempts to answer 
the question, How? Faith begins where 
science leaves off, with the question, 
Why? Both approaches are valid, said 

The Philadelphia Inquirer in an editorial, 
but they should not be confused. Science 
textbooks should respectfully note, in 
chapters on evolution, that the religions 
of billions of people "teach that life, 
indeed all existence, bas a divine origin." 
But that belief should not be taught as a 
"side" in an unsettled debate. That divi­

sive _approach deliberately encourages 
believers to reject evolution and reason, 
and scientists to reject faith. "Science 
and belief are not in a race. They do not 
and need not compete. Don't teach our 
children that they do." 

ing about suicide prevention and 
awareness throughout her career. 
Ewing expressed the importance of 
intervening with those who may be 
going through difficult times. 

"Most of the time, it makes a differ­
ence," said Ewing. "We never know 
what kind word or small thing could 
make a difference." 

Later, Pua nearly repeated those 
words by saying, "My goal is to talk to 
everyone ... because you might be the 
person that can save someone's life." 

For more infonnation about this 
and other guest speakers, visit Student 
Activities at Ohi'a 101 or log on to 
www.kcc.hawaii.edu. Link: Calendar. 

For additional information about 

Hawaii S.P.E.A.R., log on to www. 

hawaiispear.org. 
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