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A voice of reason amidst a world of maniacs

Natalie Merchant’s haunting voice and heartfelt lyrics are coming to the Waikiki Ballroom on Dec. 2

Jonathan Isabelo
Staff Writer

“With the smallest step you’ll find
a way,” sang Natalie Merchant when
she was the lead singer/songwriter for
Ten Thousand Maniacs. Over a de-
cade after that first small step, she’s
found her way as a solo artist to
Hawai’i. On Dec. 2 at the Sheraton
Ballroom, Merchant will be making
her way to her fans’ ears once again,
this time, live.

Natalie Merchant was born on
Oct. 26, 1963 in Jamestown, New
York. Since then she’s spent almost
half of her life sculpting and polish-
ing her musical talent. Since the mid-
eightics, when the Maniacs held only
a small cult following, she has
crooned through eight albums, two

Soap operas or heroin,

Charlene Anne Rico
Staff Writer

The sun filters though the louver
windows above my bed, spilling onto
my comforter and gently kissing my
face. I stretch and yawn, rubbing the
sleep from my eyes to see what time
itis. My Mickey Mouse alarm clock
reads, “9:55.” Ijump up and stumble
to the bathroom to brush my teeth. I
make my way to the kitchen and
make myself a nice hot cup of java,
pour myself some granola then head
back to my room to flip on the TV to
get lost in the world of “Sunset
Beach.”

I know what you’re all thinking,
“She watches soap operas? How
PATHETIC and LAME is that?” My
friends, my dear, dear friends, don’t
lie, you know you all watch them—I

The skinny

of them alone.

As a singer, her voice is full and
hawntingly distinctive, and seems to
come from somewhere deeper than
most people dare to look into them-
selves. In “Jezebel,” she sings of a
young lady who realizes, after two
years of a relationship, that she is no
longer in love. “I know your feelings
are tender/I know inside you the em-
bers still glow/but I'm shattered/I’m
only a veil of blackened coals.” She
explains, “‘As an artist, I feel the thing
I owe people is honesty. And that’s
what I’ve given people over the
years—music that makes me feel re-
ally deeply.”

Many of the songs she’s written
are done in a historical context. “Or-
ange” from the 1990 album, Hope
Chest, deals with the atrocity of the

don’t care if you’re male or female—
you’ve all been sucked in, don’t even
try to deny it. I’m not accusing you
of doing it on purpose, no one’s say-
ing that—I"m just empathizing with
you, because I've been there, I know.
It always catches you off guard.
Maybe you got sick, maybe you're
home in the middle of the day and
there’s nothing on TV, but you flip it
on anyway, something catches your
eye, and BOOM—they’ve got you,
there’s no escape now. You try so
hard to deny it, to tell yourself it’s a
one time thing, but the ending is so
climatic, you want to find out what
happened, and so you watch it the
next day and the next and soon you
find yourself turning down trips to
surf and neglecting homework and
turning into some sort of soap opera
fanatic—you find yourself talking
about who Erica slept with and who

on the Big Mele ‘98

Dina Jang
Staff Writer

The Big Mele returns to Kualoa
Ranch Nov. 15 featuring a line up
that’s sure to rock the house. The line
up this year will be Matchbox 20,
Blink 182, Candlebox, Long Beach
Dub All Stars, Homegrown, and
Hawaii’s own Sunburn.

Matchbox 20, because they sold
a million records this year, seemed
to be the appropriate headliner, ac-
cording to Karen Last of
Goldenvoice.

Goldenvoice will be the produc-
ers of the show once again with KPOI
being the presenting media partner
this year. Some of the other major
sponsors this year are Budweiser,
Pepsi, Town and Country, Dr. Mar-
tens, and Gotcha.

The annual summer Mele is in
November this year because there
was some difficulty trying to get
bands here in the summer. “A lot of
bands were not available in the sum-
mer and were also asked to play for
radio shows on the mainland which
offered them more money,” said
Claudette Bond, promotion director
of KPOL

Last says that availability and tim-
ing are very important when trying

to get bands to Hawai ‘i, and it is easi-
est to get them when they are on their
way back from Asia and Australia.
“We also lure bands with the beauty
of Hawai‘i,” said Last.

Matchbox 20 will be on their way
back from Australia when they stop
for the Mele. Homegrown was origi-
nally scheduled to play at KPOI’s Poi
Fest, but was asked to play for the
Mele after the cancellation of Poi
Fest.

Last says that the concert will not
be in Maui this year as it has been
before because there is just not a de-
mand for the 5,000 person show
there. However on O‘ahu, Golden-
voice is expecting a turnout of about
8000 people.

“This year there will be an alter-
native village consisting of booths
from Sick Dog, Vertical Junkies,
Lava Net and other grass roots people
who want to appeal to that type of
demographic,” said Last.

There will also be some special in-
terest groups such as Amnesty Inter-
national and the Surfrider Founda-
tion. The misting tent will again be
there to cool of hot concert goers and
this year the Wave Waik EKE will also
have a booth with some dj’s spinning.

The gates open at 10 a.m. with the
show starting at 11 a.m. and tickets
are available at all the usual locations.

use of agent orange during the Viet-
nam war. She sings, “Step solemn
with the air of reluctantimages as rod
and hoop shadow children scatter
through a Henna arcade/Figures in-
dentured to a windless landscape en-
during silence and flame.” In ”Poor
Decherico,” she discusses Giorgio
deCherico, an early 20th century
metaphysical painter who holds arole
as a precursor to Dadaism and Sur-
realism. The slow prodding of
“Goldrush Brides” brings attention to
a female angle of America’s expan-
sion in the 19th century. She sings,
“Who were the goldrush brides...do
their words survive their yellow fe-
ver lives in pages that they wrote...In
letters mailed back home their East-
ern sisters they would moan as they
would read accounts of madness,

childbirth, loneliness and grief.”
“Hey Jack Kerouac” off of the 1987
release, In My Tribe, is a tribute to
the Beat generation of the "50s, nam-
ing Allen Ginsberg and William S.
Burroughs as well. None of the songs
she sings is exempt from the accent
of her emotions.

Ten Thousand Maniacs’ first al-
bum, The Wishing Chair, came out
in 1985. Their more popular songs
include “About the Weather,” “Candy
Everybody Wants,” “Verdi Cries,”
and “Trouble Me.” Natalie’s voice
always was the signature of the band.
In 1995, her first solo album,
Tigerlily, was released. The band be-
hind her (not the Maniacs) stayed in
the shadows as her piano and voice
made up the body of the songs. If you
haven’t listened to the album, one that

you’ve probably heard is “Wonder.”

In May 1998, her latest album,
Ophelia, made its way into record
stores. In contrast to the traditional
“using a band and rehearsing it,”
Natalie invited a number of different
musicians to play for each different
song. Among other arrangements,
there is jazz trumpeting by young
Chris Botti, psychedelic guitar solo-
ing with Daniel Lanois, and Yunchen
Llamo, a Tibetan devotional singer.
According to Merchant, “There was
a refreshing amount of freedom and
spontaneity in this method.” Check
it out.

And check out the concert. Henry
Kapono is the opening act. Doors
open to the ballroom at 7 p.m., and
tickets are on sale at all Connection
outlets for $26.50.

which is more addictive?

killed John—with old ladies you’ve
NEVER EVEN MET! Then one day
you look in the mirror and wonder
what happened to you—to your own
life?

So you stop watching, cold tur-
key—for a year. But one day, you
get sick, you flip it on to your “fa-
vorite soap” and what do you know?
You can pick right up where you left
off and it feels like you’ve never even
left Salem, I mean, soap operas.

What’s up with THAT? How do
we let ourselves get sucked in like
that? I talked to this girl, Nicole, 18,
she had a lot to say about soap op-
eras, “I think that soaps are so hilari-
ous—the acting is so bad. They try
to make it seem so real and every-
thing takes place in this one little
made up town—no one ever moves
away or takes vacations. If they do
take vacations, it’s always to Europe

and the only time people leave is if
they die. But then they usually al-
ways end up coming back. No one
ever stays married and when people
cheat on each other, it's always with
their spouses brother or sister or a
best friend, but never an enemy.
What’s really lame is you get so in-
volved, that these made up charac-
ters lives become your life, you start
talking about them with your friends
and it’s like they become real to you.
The stupidest thing, though, is that
they’re all pretty much the same story
but we still watch them, it’s entertain-
ment.”

I couldn’t agree with her more.

I'll admit to being victim to soap
operas, but there is a way to over-
come the disease. i{ere are five help-
ful hints to a swift and speedy recov-
ery:

1. Stay healthy, run, walk, swim—

exercise to maintain your body’s
health so you won't be subject to dis-
ease that may force you to stay home
and allow you to watch soap operas.

2. Stay very very busy. Don’t al-
low yourself long slots of time dur-
ing the day in which to waste time
watching trash.

3. Destroy your VCR so you
won'’t be tempted to tape them while
you’re away from home.

4. When you wake up in the morn-
ing, look in the mirror and repeat over
and over, “Sunset Beach is not a real
place, Erica does not exist, I am not
a soap star.”

5. Find real friends, not the kind
on TV who wear lots of makeup, they
don’t count.

If these steps don’t work, there is
a 12 step program that you can en-
roll in, it's called “Soaps Anony-
mous.” Call them, they can help.

Music
Crossword

Todd the great
Staff Writer

ACROSS

1. U2’s lead singer.

3. “Dookie,” “Nimrod.”

6. “Eventlow,” “Alive,”
“Jeremy.”

7. Mariah.

10. DMC.

13. Had their last concert in
Hawai‘i, in 1997

4 77

b R s g

17. A local singer; A group
of islands; and Tui’s
favorite singer.

18. ~ __ Zeppelin.

22.“Everybody
loves g

25.Singer of the Titanic
Theme song.

26. Local group. “Erup-
tion,” “We are only
human.” DOWN

2. Lithium, Smells like teen
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spirit.

4. *“Man on the moon.”

5. “Pink,” “I Don’t Wanna
Miss a Thing.”

8. Garth A

9 Garden

11. Upcoming concert in
Hawaii. The Velvet Rope.

12. “Enter Sandman,”
“Unforgiven 2”

13.“Today,” “Bullet with
Butterfly Wings,” “To-

night, Tonight”

16. Imbruglia.

19.“Lucy’s in the Sky with
Diamonds,” “Yellow
Submarine,” Fab 4.

20. Mode.

21. “We are the champions”;
“Gimme the prize”

23. Manson.
24, against the ma-
chine.
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Can you identify where
on campus this picture
was taken?

If you can, then fill out the entry blank below and bring it to Lama
119 or just e-mail us your answer and information to:
kapio @leahi.kcc.hawaii.edu
Your subject line should say “Where is it?”
One correct answer each week will win a surprise gift.
Winners and prizes will be listed in the Kapi‘o.
Good Luck!

Location:

Name:
E-mail:
Contact #:

Answer to last week’s puzzle: In the KCC library above the front
staircase. Winner of lunch at 220Grille: Jaridan M. Choy
Runners Up: Daniel Thiel, Elisha Grany, Ngon Bui

Bambeo Ridge Birthday Bash

Sun. afternoon, Nov. 22 at 1 - 4 p.m. in the McKinley High School
Cafeteria. Tickets presale are $15 and $20 at the door. An afternoon of
food, a Silent Auction, special booths and good fun. Tickets purchased
will entitle you to participate in the “birthday party” festivities which will
include:

-A Silent Auction. This will be your opportunity to bid on special
items including art by John Young, Doug Young and Cora Yee. Ceramics
by Toshiko Takaezu, Xander Cintron, Doug Davenport, Yukio Ozaki and
Kyle Ino. Handmade jewelry by Cathy Song, a handmade KoAloha uku-
lele, silk aloha shirts by Avanti Fashion, one hour classroom visits do-
nated by several local authors (great for teachers or for your child’s class),
a brand new hotel quality Serta mattress and box spring, the chance to go
on a restaurant review with John Hecka thorn, Honolulu Magazine editor
and food reviewer, lunch with Lois-Ann Yamanaka and many more fun
items in all price ranges.

-A special Bamboo Ridge Big Bumboocha plate lunch served by the
Metcalf Street lunch wagon.

-Special booths with Cane Haul Road products, a special booksale of
autographed books by local as well as mainland authors.

-Entertainment by jazz guitarist Earl Seki and friends, Hawaiian mu-
sic by Waipuna, Jon Yamasato of Pure Heart and guest MC James Grant
Benton.

For more information or any gﬁestions Elease call 626-1481.

e
Do you get SLEEPY AFTER READING
ONLY A FEW PAGES?

-Do you count the number of pages that are assigned?
-Are you a slow reader?

-Do you often have to reread for meaning?

-Do you have trouble concentrating when you read?
-Do you get headaches/eyestrain when you read?

If you experience any of the above, you may

have a special type of visual problem that is not
correctable with glasses, contacts or surgery.

We can solve these common problems and
make you a better reader.

DR. CLAYTON GUSHIKEN

Optometrist, Specializing in Reading Problems
941-3811
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Job Opportunities Music, Theatre and The Arts

The following job listings can be found at
the Job Placement Office in ‘Ilima 103 or
call 734-9514.

Publicity

Duties are to write news releases,
create flyers, prepare public service
announcements. Newsletter:
graphic design, write articles, edit
copy. Approximately 3 hours a
week.

Clerk

Part time clerical help needed.
Duties consist of light typing (word-
processing), input information us-
ing Excel program. There are some
phone duties. Qualifications are
knowledge of Windows 95 and MS
Excel program. Prefer morning
hours and flexible days. Mon- Fri
12-15 hours a week, start immed.

Cashier and Host

Looking for American Restau-
rant and Japanese Restaurant part
time or full time worker. Work hours
start at 6 p.m. to 10 p.m. Starting
pay is $6.50 to $7 per hour (depend-
ing on experience)

Cashier

Part-time 30 to 35 hours a week.
Open schedule. $6 an hour. Duties
include ringing up registers and
stocking shelves.

In-Home Care Provider

Willing to work around your
school schedule. Morning and after-
noon shifts, Monday to Friday. Du-
ties include assisting CBA patient
with basic care and companionship.
Prepare food, bath, assist physical
therapist and other care. Some ex-
perience caring for patients, prefer-
ably female woman, intelligent,
alert. Enjoys conversing about cur-
rent affairs. Person must be strong-
able to lift patient- and fluent in
English.

— R —

Exploring Nursing Careers

Overview of KCC’s Nursing pro-
grams, admissions requirements and
career opportunities. Programs cov-
ered: Registered Nursing, Practical
Nursing, Nurses’ Aide and Care
Home Operator. Presented by Elva
Yoshihara (Nursing Advisor) on
Tues., Nov. 10 from 1 - 2:30 p.m. in
Kopiko 240.

Registered Nursing

Information session on admis-
sions, program requirements and ca-
reer opportunities. Presented by
Bree McKenzie (KCC Nursing Ad-
visor) on Thur., Nov. 19 from 3 -
4:30 p.m. in Kopiko 240.

Medical Assisting

Program orientation/information
session on admissions, program re-
quirements and career opportunities.
Presented by Joan Young (Program
Director) on Thur., Nov. 12 from 9 -
11 a.m. in Kauila 109.

Food Science and Human Nu-
trition, Dietetics Option: UH
Manoa

The only dietetics option offered
within the State of Hawai’i. learn
about majoring in the field of dietet-
ics at UH-M and the various career
opportunities. Presented by Anne
Shovic, PhD, RD (Program Direc-
tor for UH-M Dietetics Program)
and Regina Ewing (KCC Counse-
lor) on Mon., Nov. 16 at 12 - 1:15
p-m. in Iliahi 103.

Filipino Artist’s Exhibition

Organized by the Asian Art Mu-
seum of San Francisco in association
with the Phillipine Centennial Foun-
dation/USA, it features over 50
works of art-paintings, sculptures,
photography, video, fabric works and
installations-by Filipino artists. On
display at the University of Hawai’i
Art Gallery from Nov. 1 - Dec. 11.

“Fall Footholds”

The University of Hawai’i's De-
partment of Theatre and Dance pre-
sents its annual dance student show-
case. This year dancers will share the
stage with students from the Music
Department as performers work to-
gether and individually to present
new and traditional work from
around the world. This is an Earle
Ernst Lab Primetime production per-
formed Wed., Nov. 11 through Sat.,
Nov. 14 at 8 p.m. and Sun., Nov. 15
at 2 p.m. Prices are $8 Adults; $6
Students, Seniors, Military, UH Fac-
ulty and Staft: $3 UHM Students with
a valid Fall 1998 I.D.

Vive La France

The Honolulu Academy of Arts
will highlight the food, art and cul-
ture of France with a variety of en-
tertainment and educational activities
including tours of the French art col-
lection, musical performances, lec-
tures, French film series and special
French-inspired cuisine in the Gar-
den Cafe. These are just some of the
activities planned during the second
annual French Festival of Hawaii,
Nov. 7 through 22 at venues through-
out the island.

“Mele Kanikau: A Pageant”

Mele Kanikau (song of mourning)
blends realism and the supernatural
in a powerful lament about the pass-
ing of traditional Hawaiian culture.
Complete with artificial flowers, pro-
jected rainbows and smiling hula
dancers, the annual Hawaiian pageant
is almost ready for presentation when
the director gets called away to Las
Vegas. Her replacement is a reclu-
sive kumu hula who has been living
in a secluded native Hawaiian settle-
ment. His drinking habits, sexual

behavior, insistence on speaking Ha-

waiian, scorn for the ali’i class and
disdain for the show’s slick profes-
sionalism create resentment and ten-
sion among the cast. Written by the
late playwright John Kneubuhl in
1975, Mele Kanikau has never before
been produced. Showing at the
Kumu Kahua Theatre on Nov. §, 6,
7 12.213:,014, 619,907 211,97, 284ats8
p-m. and on Nov. 8, 15, 22, 29 at 2
p-m. For more information on tick-
ets call 536-4441.

House of Buccellati Lecture

Larry French, vice president and
director of Buccellati California will
present a free lecture on the House
of Buccellati, the world famous fam-
ily of Milanese goldsmiths and jew-
elry designers, in the Academy The-
atre on Sun. Nov. 15 at 2 p.m. No
advance reservations are required,
but seating is limited and offered on
a first-come, first seated basis. A re-
ception, co-hosted by the Friends of
Italy, will follow the lecture.

Noel Lee at the Honolulu A cad-
emy Theatre

An American born composer and
pianist, Noel Lee lives and works in
Paris. In a long and distinguished
career, Mr. Lee hasrecorded 188 LP’s
and CD’s. This year the French De-
partment of Cultural Affairs awarded
him the grade of Commandeur de
I’Ordre des Arts et Lettres. His pro-
gram will include: Debussy’s Twelve
Preludes, Schubert’s Sonata D. 625
and 505, Henri Dutilleux’s Three Pre-
ludes and two of his original compo-
sitions, Distances and Sonatine.
Sponsored by the Hawaii Music
Teachers Association. Nov. 13 at 8
p-m. $15 General: $12 Members:
$10 Students and Seniors.

Academy Theatre Films

Tickets are $5 general, $3 for
members and may be purchased on
the day of screening at the Academy
Box Office at the museum’s main
entrance on Beretania Street or at the
Academy Theatre door, on Kinau
Street, one half hour before
showtime. And coming soon...

“Un Air de Famille (Family
Resemblance’s)”

From the director of, “When the
Cat’s Away” comes this comedy
based on Jean-Pierre Bacri's piquant
stage play about a neurotic family,
unhappy in it’s own distinct way.
Unfolding over the course of a re-
union at a drab provincial cafe, long
simmering tensions between mother,
sister, favored son and not-so-favored
son come to a boil, seen through the
eyes of a waiter, the only unfettered
soul among them. Winner of three
Cesar awards, this smartly wrought
film is a witty and intelligent verbal
farce that hilariously exposes the
kinds of skeletons lurking in every
family closet. Showing Nov. 15 at4
p-m., Nov. 16 at 7:30 p.m. and Noyv.
19 at 1 p.m.

“Seventh Heaven”

This arresting new film by the di-
rector of “A Single Girl” stars
Sandrine Kiberlaine as a woman
troubled by fainting spells, kleptoma-
nia and an inability to enjoy sex.
When a doctor interested in her case
volunteers to take her as a patient,
hypnosis proves to be therapeutic,
allowing her to enjoy the “seventh
heaven” of full, erotic pleasure.
Ironically, her husband reacts with
fear and anger as his wife begins to
blossom. Director Jacquot's special
talent lies in his psychologically as-
tute depiction of women and their
desires and his dexterous handling of
the seesawing sexual dynamics be-
tween husband and wife. Showing
Nov. 17 and 18 at 7:30 p.m.

Hand Drumming Basics

Traditional West African Drum-
ming with djembe and dundun on
Thursdays at 6:30 p.m. Conga class
with clave, shekere and bell on Sat-
urdays at 4 p.m. Loaner drums are
available. Be sure to bring a chair or
stool. Classes are $10 and ALL
SKILL LEVELS are welcome.

Classes are at 1007 Waimanu
Street on the second floor. For more
information please call: 377-DRUM,
the Honolulu Rhythm Line.

....................................
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