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Slam poetry:
Continued from page 6

I was inspired to be a part of some-
thing that inspired kids to do that”
The first Youth Speaks Hawaii work-
shop was held in January 2005.
“The Youth Speaks Hawaii national
team has placed as high as fifth in
the world,” Thompson said.

The Slam scene may seem like it
is relatively small for those who are
not aware of it, but for those who
are, it is huge. “It is big, I swear,’
Wong said. “I just came back
from Switzerland and its big there
too.” About eight years ago Wong
became inspired to pursue writ-
ing full time after attending a Slam
event in San Francisco. And he is
responsible for starting First Thurs-
days. The monthly event is now the
largest registered Slam event in the
nation, and it regularly attracts a
large crowd of at least 650 people.

Despite the growth of Slam,
many think that it will always be an
underground art form. KCC student
Amy Clor said, “I would definitely go
to more Slam events, but it doesn’t
seem like its largely advertised. I
think that’s just how the scene is
though, mostly underground. Like if
youstayintheloop,you’llknowmore
about what’s going on.” According
to Wong, Slam will remain under-
ground because of the nature of the
art form. “It’s not pop. Maybe that’s
what holds it back from being main-
stream.” Others think that the event
itself has its limitations. According
to Thompson, “Slam is only as big as
what it’s defined as— performance
poetry judged by a random audi-
ence.” Unlike hip-hop, Slam poetry
doesn’t have technology to build on,
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With just a microphone, a slam poet expresses himself to an audience.

Thompson added. “We don’t have
turn tables for people to create new
beats, or dance, where kids are bust-
ing these new moves that nobody
has ever thought of before. The only
thing that changes is the word.”
However, the competitive side of
Slam poetry does draw a crowd. “It's
both good and bad,” Wong said. “It's
a good thing because people go to
these Slams to see poets compete. But
it's bad because some start to write
strictly for the competition. There’s a
difference between writing to win and
writing to express yourself, and I think
you can really tell people’s motives
when you hear them speak” Thomp-
son chimed in. “They (the audience
members) either really support the
poet or they disagree with what they
have to say. That’s also what I hate
about Slam though. You're always
being judged on what you say. Some

people just wrote what sounds good
instead of speaking truth.”

Slam poetry is not always com-
petitive, which is proven by the many
open-mic events and small gather-
ings. The very nature of it is all about
expressing a viewpoint about any-
thing, whether it is politics, individu-
alism or love. “I like that people are
free to talk about their perspectives
on politics or whatever at these events
and they get so much support,” Clor
speculated. Kealoha agreed, “When
you go, you never know what you're
gonna get”’

For many, Slam is the first step to

Wong, never planned on becom-
ing writers or performers, but Slam
helped them realize their talents. “I
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Physics, but then my path changed
and I started to get into business.
Then I took a break to come home
(to Hawaii) for awhile and I started
to write and do Slam.” Slam was a
way for Thompson to voice his opin-
ions. “We started out in the late 90s
as activists. We used to do all these
events, like to stop domestic violence,
and I started rhyming and essentially
making poetry. I never realized what I
was doing was Slam until I saw ‘Slam
Nation’ on HBO in 1997-98. I saw an
ad in the summer of 2000, and Jesse
Litman, who's the godfather of Slam in
Hawaii, was doing these events called
Wordstew every couple months. I
checked it out and had a lot of fun. I
met Kealoha there, and started doing
it (Slam) ever since.”

Performers draw inspiration from
their art form. “It gives me a focus for
my writing,” Slam poet John Larson
said. “Before I would just write when
Ifeltlike it. Now I have a drive to actu-
ally write something good. It's impor-
tant for people to have an outlet, for
their voices to be heard” Those who
are involved encourage outsiders
to come and be a part of the hype.
“Witness it, experience it, and be a
part of it Wong said. “Get in front
of a mirror, (your) friends, or a small
group. And, when you get on the
stage, make sure you rip it. According
to Thompson, “Most poetry events
are open. It’s really easy. All you need
is the gumption”
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the courses.

Accordingto Inaba there are also
several workshops on DVD coming
up in the next few months.

The program is also growing;
future plans include a redesign
of the SOS Web site and a move
toward information on demand.
Inaba also said that during the
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RECENT SNAPSHOTS

of national 5

~ GOOGLE

Known to many New Yorkers as
the Naked Cowboy, Robert Burck
is suing Mars, Inc., the makers of
M&Ms, for $6 million. He alleged
that the company had committed
trademark infringement and were
in violation of his right of publicity.
A recent M&M ad depicts an M&M
character with similar features and
habits as Burck. For 10 years, Burck
had walked the sidewalks wearing
nothing more than his underwear
a cowboy hat and boots while sing-
ing and playing his guitar. Burck
had trademarked the name and
likeness of the Naked Cowboy,

| which he had licensed to the USA

Network and the music group Nick-
elback, among others.

summer sessions workshops will
be offered and new workshops are
being prepared for Fall 2008.

For more information and a com-
plete list of workshops and present-
ers visit the SOS Web site at http://
library.kcc.hawaii.edu/SOS/.  To
contact the SOS Coordinator Guy
Inaba e-mail him at inaba@hawaii.
edu or call him at 734-9206.

Editors note: Interviews for this arti-
cle were conducted through e-mail.

| OSA Ice Cream

| Social at noon in

| the Ohia Cafeteria.
{ Flavors will include
| azuki bean, ly-
chee, macadamia
nut, strawberry,

and vanilla.

THINK - Hermits
{ and Hermit Crabs,
Bumbling through
life. Hank Snider
will present infor-
mation on these
creatures with big
personalities  in
the 220 Grille at
3:15 - 5p.m.

25

Student Talent
Show in Ohia
Cafeteria at
11:30a.m. -
1:30p.m.

27

“Finding your
Flow,” seminar on
maximizing effec-
tiveness in Ohia 118
at 1la.m. - 12p.m.
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| Professional golfer
| David Ishii will lead
| a seminar, featur-

| ing guest golfers at
' the Pearl Country

{ Club in Aiea at 3 - studying to join it
4p.m. in Kavila 110 at
| 1Ma.m. - 1p.m.

|

Information  Ses-
sion - Medical As-
sisting  Program.
Learn about this
industry and

Elvis Presley im- | Music as Therapy | Local slam poetry
personator Jona- | Seminar with Dr. | master, “Kealoha”
than Von Brana | Arthur Harvey, a | will be introduc-
will be perform- | known authority on ‘v ing slam poetry
ing the King's | music for speciql | to KCC in the
classics on the | needs individuals ‘ Ohia 118 Audito-
The Great Lawn will present in Naio i rium at 11:30a.m.
at 12 - 1p.m. 1206 at 12 - 1p.m. e 12:30p.m.
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Environmental Team Leader Positions

Great pay, awesome experience, statewide, travel, work outdoors |

(808) 735-1221 or www.hawaiiycc.com
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