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A 
CAREER 
IN THE 
FORCE 
By Matthew Akiyama 
PHOTO EDITOR 

The Honolulu Police Department 
(HPD) swarmed onto the Great Lawn 
for Career Day. During the event on 
Apirl 19, students got a first-hand look 
at the HPD SWAT team, the K-9 unit 
and the bomb squad. 

Officers on segways answered 
students' questions and handed out 
pamphlets. The pamphlets contained 
information about HPD job opportuni­
ties and information about the police 
department. 

Those who attended the event were 
also able to touch equipment such as 
bulletproof vests, and to shake hands 
with a robot that is used to transport and 
diffuse bombs. 

Michael Carmine, head of the job 
placement office at KCC, was pleased 
with the turnout. He hopes that students 
explore all options for a career. 

"Career Day allows students to 
check out other careers after school­
ing at KCC," explained Carmine. 
"Instead of being an accountant with 
a private company, you can be an 
accountant for the HPD." 

For further information about 
career opportunities with the HPD, 
contact Michael Carmine at 734-
9434, visit the job placement office 
in Manana 113 or visit the HPD Web 
site at www.honolulupd.org. 

May Day is Lei Day in Hawaii 
By Kristi Zazueta 
STAFF WRITER 

May Day is Lei Day in Hawaii. 
To many Hawaiians and local resi­
dents, May Day is a tradition cen­
tered around the Hawaiian custom 
of making and wearing lei. Each 
year, craftspeople from Oahu gather 
to demonstrate their art and to enjoy 
the other festivities around them. 

Visitors and residents are encour­
aged to witness this special event 
and to experience what this special 
tradition has to offer. 

The idea of this event was first 
launched in 1928, by a local writer and 
poet laureate named Don Blanding. 
Blanding wrote an article in a local 
newspaper, suggesting that a holiday 
be created for this event; but it was 
fellow writer Grace Tower-Warren 
who suggested that the holiday be 

Tower-Warren is also responsible for 
the slogan, "May Day is Lei Day." 

The first Lei Day was held in 
downtown Honolulu, on May 1, 
1928. The festivities offered were 
lei-making demonstrations, exhibits, 
hula and lei-making contests. Every­
one who attended was encouraged to 
wear a lei. It was not until1929, that 
Lei Day was made an official holiday 
in Hawaii. 

An Oahu tradition for Lei Day, is 
centered in Queen Kapiolani Park in 
Waikiki. The tradition includes a lei 
king and queen with a court, that con­
sists of two representatives of each 
island. Many local schools also cel­
ebrate May Day, and they use the stu­
dents as the kings, queens and court 
to be crowned. 

"Many people have difficu1ty 
saying, 'I love you. ' In Hawaii, 
we get around the words by. giving 

mentary school teacher and May 
Day coordinater. 

Each of the major Hawaiian 
Islands has a lei, treasured as its 
own. The lei that represents the Big 
Island is the Lehua. It's blossoms 
come from the ohia lehua tree, which 
grows near the slopes of the volca­
noes. The most common color of the 
Lehua found is red, but you may also 
find white, yellow or orange. Lehua 
flowers are very sacred to Pele, the 
goddess of volcanoes. It is believed 
that if the flower were picked, it 
would rain. 

Kauai 's lei is mokihana. Moki­
hana is a fruit with purplish berries 
that grow on a tree. It is only found 
on the island of Kauai, and the ber­
ries are often woven with strands of 
maile. Mokihana has a scent of anise, 
and is long lasting. 

on May 1 to coincide with May Day. a lei," said Kumu Gasper, an ele- BACKPAGE: May Day, page 8 
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KCC students look over a pamphlet handed out by a HPD officer. Students also 
took photos with the K-9 unit and were allowed to touch fire arms and protec­
t ive gear. 
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Scholarships: 
Continued from page 2 

Students who are c1t1zens of 
the United States-affiliated Pacific 
Islands - American Samoa, Com­
monwealth of the Northern Mari­
ana Islands, Federated States of 
Micronesia, Republic of Palau and 
Republic of the Marshall Islands 
- entering KCC for the first-time 
in fall 2007, may be eligible for the 
Pacific Islander Scholarship. Stu­
dents are required to complete the 
Free Application for Federal Student 
Aid (FAFSA) to apply for the schol­
arship. The KCC financial aid office 
is currently developing additional 
requirements for the scholarship. 

The Pacific Islander Scholar­
ship is in response to a new policy, 
signed by the Board of Regents. 

Aging: 
Continued from page 3 

In reality, retiring from driving 
may give new freedoms from car 
maintenance and automobile insur­
ance payments. 

Accidents involving senior citi­
zen are more likely to result in death. 
Aging drivers could consider alterna­
tives like taxis, the handicab or The 
Bus to help them to maintain their 
independence, Moore said. Moore 
also added that many older people 
lead active, independent lives by 
going to the gym, participating on 

It is to become effective in fall 
2007. The policy would remove 
the "Waiver of the Non-Resident 
Tuition Differential," and institute 
the 150 percent tui tion increase 
in the resident tuition to students 
from these areas. The waiver was 
granted to new and continuing 
students from the Pacific Island 
jurisdictions (referred to as territo­
ries) that have historical ties to the 
U.S ., but do not have pubic higher 
educational institutions granting 
baccalaureate degrees. 

"Students should .apply for finan­
cial aid and should not assume that 
you don't qualify or that it's dif­
ficult," Jennifer Bradley said. She 
also said that financial aid includes 
student loans. 

The financial aid office pro­
vides assistance to students who 
may need help in completing the 

include the ideas that all older adults 
are frail and depressed, or t~at 

families desert their elders, said Dr. 
Colette Browne, a professor at the 
UH school of social work. 

Challenges for future elder care 
include training specialists to sup­
port the family in decisions regard­
ing expensive long-term care. "I 
think we need to provide the best 
evidence-based and cost-effective 
care we can, but we must recognize 
that long-term care services are not 
free," Browne said. 

Opportunities will increase 
for case-management workers 
who help senior citizens and their 

community boards and joining swim families to navigate various pro­
clubs or paddling teams. grams, services and professionals 

Dr. Kathryn Braun is interim in the community. 
director for the Center on Aging Employment specialists who 
at UH. She said, one of the most 
common misconceptions people have 
is that older adults can not contribute. 
Although aging means losses of roles, 
youth and physical strength, senior 
citizens have skills, knowledge and 
experiences that make them valuable 
contributors as mentors to younger 
people. "Unfortunately, I think that 
Americans are in denial of aging. 
A lot of effort is going into looking 
younger longer," Braun said. 

Other widely held misconcep­
tions about aging and elder care 

May Day: 
Continued from page 7 

Kahoolawe 's lei is the hina­
hina. It is found on most beaches of 
Kahoolawe. The stems and flowers 
of this silver-gray plant are braided 
together to form the lei. 

Lanai's lei is the kaunaoa. 
Kaunaoa is a light orange thread-like 
vine, that is gathered in handfuls and 
twisted together to form the lei. 

Maui 's lei is lokelani. Lokelani 
is a pink flower that is often calJed 
the rose of heaven, because it is 
sweet scented and delicate. 

Molokai 's lei is kukui. The kukui 
tree is also called the candlenut tree. 
Its white flowers, leaves and some­
times nuts are braided together to 
form Molokai's lei. 

Niihau 's lei is the pupu. It is 

work with senior citizens will pro­
vide retraining as people live into 
their 80s and their 90s, because 
more people may be seeking second 
and third careers. 

Growing inequalities in wealth 
as well as a heavy national debt are 
other factors that are important for 
long-term consideration when think­
ing about the aging population, 
Browne said. 

At a Careers in Aging fair 
recently held at KCC, students 
filled out questionnaires based on 

made with white puka shells that 
can be found along the shoreline 
of this rocky island. The shells 
are pierced and strung on cords to 
form the Niihau lei. 

Oahu's lei is the ilima. It is a 
yellow-orange lei that is velvety, 
paper thin and delicate. It is also 
called the royal lei because it was 
once worn by only high chiefs. 

Lei Day will be held at Kapiolani 
Park in Waikiki. Lei will be displayed 
in a designated area in the park for 
the annual lei-making competition. 
The winners of the lei-making con­
test get to have their winning lei put 
on display at the Royal Masoleum in 
Nuuanu, the next morning. 

It is said that of all the ancient 
Hawaiian art forms, this holiday 
of lei making is one of the most 
beautiful. It is what represents and 
embraces the spirit of Aloha. 

FAFSA. Students are encouraged 
to make an appointment. 

"You never know whether you are 
eligible unless you apply," Bradley 
said. "If you are having difficulty, 
that's what we're here for." 

commonly accepted myths about 
aging, in addition to those dis­
cussed here. The sponsor of the 
event was Sigma Phi Omega (SPO), 
a national honor society focusing 
on gerontology. Many attendants 
were surprised when they read 
the answers SPO provided for the 
questionnaire. 

In the last issue of The Kapio, it 
was reported that the percentage of 
people over the age of 65 doubled 
between 1970 and 2000. The pre­
senter, Kathryn Braun, pointed out 
that the doubling was actually for 
people over the age of 60. 

Languages: 
Continued from page 1 

According to Jennifer Liu, the 
coordinator for the non-credit pro­
gram, "One of the benefits of these 
classes is that the classes usually 
don't assign homework. And because 
the student is not stressing over a 
grade there is less pressure." 

Liu further explained that, "The 
students who take the non-credit 
language classes include adults 
with full-time jobs, people who 
are interested in traveling or have 
traveled, those who want to further 
enhance their learning, and some 
people who are trying to improve 
communication in their multicul­
tural relationships." 

KCC student Latisha Dang, an 
art major, is currently enrolled in her 
third semester of Spanish. She felt 
that it would be difficult to take a non-

credit course, because her primary 
focus is to earn her associate degree 
and transfer to the UH Manoa. She 
admitted, however, that if she could 
take a non-credit language course 
she would like to take Hawaiian. She 
said it would help her art, and help 
her to better interpret and understand 
Hawaiian culture. 

Enhancing one's education 
is a good reason to take one of 
these classes. For students already 
enrolled in certain language classes, 
or planning on declaring a major, 
such as business, they may find that 
these classes enhance or reinforce 
their learning and understandings 
of different cultures. 

If you are interested in learning 
more about the non-credit courses 
available or registering for a course, 
visit http :I /programs .kcc .hawaii.edu/ 
-continuinged/, or call 734-9211 or 
visit /lima 106. 
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