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Punahou Carnival 2005

By Vuong Phung
LAYOUT EDITOR

We were in this for the ride.

The Ferris Wheel took its patrons
up into the air for many rounds
before coming back down for
another batch of attendants. Those
horizontal swings toyed with the
earthly, circular inertia to let us
experience something out of this
world — the feelings of rush as if
our chairs were about to rip off and
fly into oblivion.

Through his lens, photographer
Berkerley Fowler delivered a sensa-
tional series of objects and people,
together in circular motion, at many
level of heights.

Round and round they spun and
we just came along for the ride. A
dollar for a thrill here, another dollar
for a scream there — either way, we
sat with little effort, letting those
machines do the rest.

Consider their forms. Appreciate
their engineering feats. Certainly
these rides were not cheap thrills.

Clockwise from top: The view from
the Ferris Wheel; coton candies at
a snack bar; the swings in action;
the Ferris Wheel at sunset; and the
Zipper.

MERIE W. WALLACE/WARNER BROTHERS

‘Million Dollar Baby’ is a
contender for the year’s

best movie

By David Namiki
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

In the spit and blood world of
boxing, everyone has a nickname, a
hometown, and a ring record. And
that is who they are.

And then there is Frankie (Clint
Eastwood), a talented trainer and
cutman who seems more interested
in learning the meaning of life than
in managing a champion boxer. His
ongoing argument with God — for
the past 23 years — is enacted daily
to the exasperation of the local cler-
gyman, who tries his best to explain
every apparent contradiction Frankie
finds in his sermons. In addition to
the existential questions bugging
Frankie, he has another void in his
life, as he has lost contact with his
only daughter.

Enter Maggie (Hilary Swank),
who arrives seemingly out of
nowhere, without a corner crew
or nickname, determined to start a
boxing career at the ripe age of 31.
With a single-minded devotion to
the sweet science, plus the benevo-
lent intervention of gym assistant,
Eddie (Morgan Freeman), she
gradually earns old school Frankie’s
consent to hang around the gym and
fight a few matches.

But one question remains: When
Maggie becomes a contender, will
Frankie’s habit of turning down
title bouts for his boxers send her to
another manager?

All the rich, complex human
issues of “Million Dollar Baby”
are tied together and kept at shoul-
der level through Eddie’s low-key
sagacious narration. Having fought

during a time when the rules were
different for blacks and whites, he
has come to peace with the pitfalls
of the business. And yet, this broken
down fighter still ponders the timing,
and brutality, of his retirement years
ago.

“MDB” has its moments of levity
and reflection, but director East-
wood doesn’t let his story sit in the
corner any longer than necessary,
as it plows straight toward its logi-
cal conclusion, whatever it may be.
Beyond the invigorating boxing tale
and the genuinely heart-warming
relationships, “MDB” aims for clo-
sure on a deeper and higher level.

Finely choreographed on all levels,
“MDB” deserves all its Academy
Award nominations, including Best
Picture, Best Director, and for all
three acting leads. Swank cuts a strik-
ing image as the priceless boxer with
the same focus Robert DeNiro once
put in his portrayal of former middle-
weight champion Jake La Motta—
but with none of the rage. Maggie’s
progression, as her unblemished
record grows, is inspiring, and so is
her effect on two old guys who have
put their boxing ambitions to rest
long ago. And, courtesy of Frankie’s
Gaelic readings, she gets her very
own ring name.

Frankie’s fate is less clear, but
there is a sense that he will find, if
not spiritual redemption, at least
the satisfaction of taking control of
the situation. “MDB” will take you
through exhilarating moments and
dark places, but wherever you end
up, you will find yourself rooting
for the good guys, and for all that
is good.
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Teaching excellence finalists

The Excellence in Teaching Award Committee has announced the list of
finalists for the annual award given to faculty members for their extraordi-
nary level of teaching and scholarship.

The Board of Regents’ Medal for
Excellence in Teaching recognizes
the importance that the students, the
faculty and the administration place
on quality teaching in the U.H.
system. This award pays tribute to
faculty members for their extraor-
dinary level of subject mastery and
scholarship, teaching effectiveness
and creativity, and personal values
beneficial to students.

This year, KCC finalists for the
award include six full-time faculty
and seven lecturers who were nomi-
nated by their students. The stu-
dents salute the effective learning
strategies and the excellent teaching
methodologies of each of the finalist.
This annual award is given to KCC
instructors, counselors, librarians or
instructional media faculty mem-
bers by the U.H. Board of Regents

for outstanding performance. Can-
didates are nominated by students
and faculty, and then submitted to
a selection committee of six stu-
dents and four faculty members for
review. The committee assesses the
performance of the finalists based
on evaluations prepared by the
members. The finalists are judged
according to the following criteria:
clarity, learning impact, organiza-
tion, knowledge of the subject area,
class preparedness, interest and con-
cern for students, presentation, cre-
ativity, friendliness and enthusiasm.
The winners (one full-time faculty
and one lecturer) will be announced
during the graduation ceremony on
Thursday, May 12, 2005.

Submitted by: Nelda K. Quensell
Chairperson, ETA Committee

The Excellence in
Teaching Award
Committee is pleased
to announce the
following finalists:

Alfredo Cabacungan
Douglas Crowell
Susan Inouye

David Kawika Napoleon
Catherine Wehrman
Gemma Williams
John Cusick
Solomon Fukuda
Ulla Hasager

Carl Jennings

Dayvin Kubota

Stuart Nago

Lee Tonouchi
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shallows that recede from land for
very long distances. When a wave
is generated from a fault line it cre-
ates a force of energy that mostly
travels under the surface of the
water until it approaches land and
starts to build.

“Hawaii is not on a fault line,”
Lovell said. “We do get earthquakes
in Hawaii but generally they’re not
going to be as big as one created
near a continental shelf.”

Civil Defense is continuing to
work with hotels to improve drills,
and inform all staff of proper
emergency procedures. There are
only six Pacific Tsunami Warn-
ing System buoys located in the
Pacific Ocean, and this, Lovell
said, is something that needs to be
improved. The buoy warning sys-
tems are located between Hawaii
and areas of possible tsunami threat
such as Japan, Alaska and North
and South America.

“Satellites can’t detect a tsu-

nami,” Lovell said. “A tsunami can
only be a foot high on the surface
of the water. That doesn’t seem like
a lot, but the rise in water can be
50 miles long and traveling at the
speed of a jetliner. That’s a lot of
water.”

Instead of just floating on the
surface, the buoys take readings
from the ocean floor that measure
the force and additional pressure
by a tsunami wave in accordance
to the time it takes to pass over the
sensor. This provides scientists
with accurate readings, and allows
them to predict what the wave will
do when it approaches land. The
buoys, however, are very expensive
to build and maintain, Lovell said.
There are currently bills being pro-
posed to the U.S. government to
try and raise funds to expand the
Tsunami Warning System to cover
larger areas of the Pacific Ocean,
and eventually all large bodies of
water in the world.
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Placing messages in Kapio can’t be
any easier and affordable.

Contact kapioads@hawaii.edu for
ratesheets and more info

Buy 1 Specialty Coffee D

Grab your moming it
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rink and get
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