










PageS FEATURE 
Student Loses Identity 
By Ruby Johnson 
STAFF WRITER 

Someone wants to be you though 

you don't know it. They become you 

by stealing your identity on bank 

accounts, credit cards, e-mail and any­

thing else you may value for their per­

sonal profit. 

Larina Pacheco, 22, was a victim 

of identity theft. Her America Online 

account was used without her permis­

sion and her password changed. She 

wasn't able to access her e-mail for 

about a month. It took an equivalent 

amount of time for her to resolve it, and 

when she did Pacheco said, ''there were 

all these porn sites with XXX that were 

sent out from my e-mail account!" 

Pacheco also tried to avoid fraudu­

lent use of her identity by not signing 

the back of her credit card, instead 

requiring that businesses ask for a 

photo ID. However, when she went to 

the U.S. Post Office, she was told that 

she needed to have the card signed. 

''I asked them if it would make a 

difference if I signed it right there," 

Pacheco said. "I got a pen and signed 

it so that I could use it" 

The Federal Trade Commission, 

whose Web site is http://www.con­

sumer.gov/idtheftl, claims that ''Iden­

tity theft is a serious crime. People 

whose identities have been stolen can 

spend months or years - and their 

hard-earned money --:: cleaning up the 

mess thieves have made of their good 

name and credit record. In the mean­

time, victims may lose job opportu­

nities, be refused loans, education, 

housing or cars, or even get arrested 

for crimes they didn't commit." 

A student who only gave her name 

as Gail said, though she hasn't been a 

victim of identity theft, she proactively 

removed her Social Security Number 

from her checks. 

"I don't carry my SSN card on me but 

my license still has it so I need to take 

care of that this year," Pacheco said. "I 

do most of my banking on-line and do 

a lot of on-line purchases that probably 

increases my risk. My friend reminded 

me that e-mails are not secure." 

She went on to say that she only 

deals with companies with the Veri­

check certification and does not give 

out her credit card number by phone. 

With wireless networks becoming 

more popular, security will get worse. 

Despite wireless networks coming 

with security features many hackers 

know the default passwords while reg­

ular users have no idea how to imple­

ment them. 

................ 

If you have been a victim, or 

know someone who has, call the 
FTC toll-free at 1-877-IDTHEFT 
(877-438-4338). It will ;u;bieve · 

two t):rlngs: victims can repOrt the 

crime to the FfC, and at the same 

time receive advice from trained 

telephone counselors trained who 

assist ID theft victims. 

On the Internet, an online com-

pJ3plt foim is located at wy;w. 
: ,._,,, . . .. _,:,,: -
. coris:umer.gov/idtheft, ·which\, 'hlso'" 

. ID theft ,,victims 

complaint data directly into 

secure database ;from 

that site. The FfC offers a 21-page 

that addresses identity 

and is also available at www.con- · 

yic­

Y)1,.:Vd@transunion.co 
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INDIAN NIGHT OF FASHION SHOWCASE: The Seventh Annual Night in India was 
held on Thursday, Feb. 10. The fashion show was narrated by lndru Watumull. 

A mule's life and a belly full of drugs 
By Paul Kolbe 
NEWS EDITOR 

Cocaine is snorted by Wall Street 

bankers and smoked by everyone 

else on Main Street. It is also swal­

lowed by many people from South 

America, mostly women, smuggled 

into the U.S., and then defecated to 

be sold. These smugglers are often 

referred to as mules. 

If the image seems less than 

pleasant, imagine swallowing up 

to 70 rubber pellets the size of 

silver dollars, filled with cocaine. 

Then imagine what would happen 

if the rubber of one of those pellets 

broke. Death would be certain and 

painful. 

The film "Maria Full of Grace" 

takes on the unpleasant and daunt­

ing task of following one girl 

Maria, played by Catalina Sandino 

Moreno, as she falls into the role of 

becoming a mule. 

The power of the film comes 

not from any shocking scenes of 

violence, or politically profound 

statements about drugs and the war 

against them, but from the plainly 

average existence Maria leads, and 

how typical, work in the drug trade 

is for a Columbian. 

Living in a small town in Colum­

bia, and working as someone who 

strips thorns off roses (Columbia's 

second major export), Maria's life 

seems typical of other teenagers in 

the area. Her family is poor, but not 

too poor, thanks to her paycheck. 

The town she lives in is small and 

boring, so she gets drunk with her 

friends and boyfriend, who also 

bores her. It is a matter of frustra­

tion, not necessity, which leads her 

to into the drug trade. 

She meets someone who offers 

to get her work as a mule, and is 

soon introduced to a man in Bogota 

who offers her the work. What's 

interesting about her recruitment is 

the very typical nature of it. Like 

most people, she is told of the work 

through a semi-friendly acquain­

tance, and is then interviewed as if 

it were a normal job. 

The man who hires her is polite 

and amicable, offering her numer­

ous opportunities to back out. He 

also makes it obvious that should 

the merchandise disappear, so will­

her family. But, it's all said and 

done so nonchalantly and in such 

an unthreatening manner, that it just 

seems like normal business prac­

tice. It's not to say that the movie 

tries to sugarcoat the drug industry, 

in fact, the stark contrast between 

the treatment Maria receives in 

Columbia than that of the dealers in 

the U.S. is quite disturbing indeed. 

The movie simply makes the point 

of how drugs have simply become 

part of life for Colombians. 

And that's just it, Maria 's story is 

not uncommon in Columbia. There 

are thousands of women just like 

her, and hundreds die attempting 

to smuggle drugs in their bodies. 

Moreno, who has been given an 

Oscar nomination for her perfor­

mance, and beautifully 

shows the ease of becoming a mule. 

And first time director Joshua Mar­

ston has made a subtle yet profound 

homage to the life, and deaths, of 

those who have chosen to become 

a mule. 

Maria's story may be common, 

but a film like "Maria Full of 

Grace" is not. See it! 

Available on DVD, from HBO­

Films. 
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PHOTO ESSAY 

Punahou Carnival 2005 

By Vuong Phung 
LAYOUT EDITOR 

We were in this for the ride. 
The Ferris Wheel took its patrons 

up into the air for many rounds 
before coming back down for 
another batch of attendants. Those 
horizontal swings toyed with the 
earthly, circular inertia to let us 
experience something out of this 
world - the feelings of rush as if 
our chairs were about to rip off and 
fly into oblivion. 

Through his lens, photographer 
Berkerley Fowler delivered a sensa­
tional series of objects and people, 
together in circular motion, a:t many 
level of heights. 

Round and round they spun and 
we just came along for the ride. A 
dollar for a thrill here, another dollar 
for a scream there - either way, we 
sat with little effort, letting those 
machines do the rest. 

Consider their forms. Appreciate 
their engineering feats. Certainly 
these rides were not cheap thrills. 

Clockwise from top: The view from 

the Ferris Wheel.; eaton candies at 

a snack bar; the swings in action; 

the Ferris Wheel at sunset; and the 

Zipper. 

PHOTOS BERKELEY FOWLER 

PHOTO MERlE W. WALLACE/WARNER BROTHERS 

'Million Dollar Baby' is a 
contender for the year's 
best movie 

By David Namiki 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 

In the spit and blood world of 
boxing, everyone has a nickname, a 
hometown, and a ring record. And 
that is who they are. 

And then there is Frankie (Clint 
Eastwood), a talented trainer and 
cutman who seems more interested 
in learning the meaning of life than 
in managing a champion boxer. His 
ongoing argument with God - for 
the past 23 years - is enacted daily 
to the exasperation of the local cler­
gyman, who tries his best to explain 
every apparent contradiction Frankie 
finds in his sermons. In addition to 
the existential questions bugging 
Frankie, he has another void in his 
life, as he has lost contact with his 
only daughter. 

Enter Maggie (Hilary Swank), 
who arrives seemingly out of 
nowhere, without a comer crew 
or nickname, determined to start a 
boxing career at the ripe age of 31. 
With a single-minded devotion to 
the sweet science, plus the benevo­
lent intervention of gym assistant, 
Eddie (Morgan Freeman), she 
gradually earns old school Frankie's 
consent to hang around the gym and 
fight a few matches. 

But one question remains: When 
Maggie becomes a contender, will 
Frankie's habit of turning down 

title bouts for his boxers send her to 
another manager? 

All the rich, complex human 
issues of "Million Dollar Baby" 
are tied together and kept at shoul­
der level through Eddie's low-key 
sagacious narration. Having fought 

during a time when the rules were 
different for blacks and whites, he 
has come to peace with the pitfalls 
of the business. And yet, this broken 
down fighter still ponders the timing, 
and brutality, of his retirement years 
ago. 

"MDB" has its moments of levity 
and reflection, but director East­
wood doesn't let his story sit in the 
comer any longer than necessary, 
as it plows straight toward its logi­
cal conclusion, whatever it may be. 
Beyond the invigorating boxing tale 
and the genuinely heart-warming 
relationships, "MDB" aims for clo­
sure on a deeper and higher level. 

Finely choreographed on all levels, 
"MDB" deserves all its Academy 
Award nominations, including Best 
Picture, Best Director, and for all 
three acting leads. Swank cuts a strik­
ing image as the priceless boxer with 
the same focus Robert DeNiro once 
put in his portrayal of former middle­
weight champion Jake La Motta­
but with none of the rage. Maggie's 
progression, as her unblemished 
record grows, is inspiring, and so is 
her effect on two old guys who have 
put their boxing ambitions· to rest 
long ago. And, courtesy of Frankie's 
Gaelic readings, she gets her very 
own ring name. 

Frankie's fate is less clear, but 
there is a sense that he will find, if 
not spiritual redemption, at least 
the satisfaction of taking control of 
the situation. "MDB" will take you 
through exhilarating moments and 
dark places, but wherever you end 
up, you will find yourself rooting 
for the good guys, and for all that 
is good. 

WAIT HELP 
Night Shift 
GOOD PAY 

SNACK A OYAMA 
2065 S King Street #107 
For details call 225-8666 
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Teaching excellence finalists Waikiki: 

Continued from page 1 
The Excellence in Teaching Award Committee has announced the list of 
finalists for the annual award given to faculty members for their extraordi­
nary level of teaching and scholarship. 

shallows that recede from land for 
very long distances. When a wave 
is generated from a fault line it cre­
ates a force of energy that mostly 
travels under the surface of the 
water until it approaches land and 
starts to build. 

nami," Lovell said. "A tsunami can 
only be a foot high on the surface 
of the water. That doesn't seem like 
a lot, but the rise in water can be 
50 miles long and traveling at the 
speed of a jetliner. That's a lot of 

The Board of Regents' Medal for 
Excellence in Teaching recognizes 
the importance that the students, the 
faculty and the administration place 
on quality teaching in the U.H. 
system. This award pays tribute to 
faculty members for their extraor­
dinary level of subject mastery and 
scholarship, teaching effectiveness 
and creativity, and personal values 
beneficial to students. 

This year, KCC finalists for the 
award include six full-time faculty 
and seven lecturers who were nomi­
nated by their students. The stu­
dents salute the effective learning 
strategies and the excellent teaching 
methodologies of each of the finalist. 
This annual award is given to KCC 
instructors, counselors, librarians or 
instructional media faculty mem­
bers by the U.H. Board of Regents 

for outstanding performance. Can­
didates are nominated by students 
and faculty, and then submitted to 
a selection committee of six stu­
dents and four faculty members for 
review. The committee assesses the 
performance of the finalists based 
on evaluations prepared by the 
members. The finalists are judged 
according to the following criteria: 
clarity, learning impact, organiza­
tion, knowledge of the subject area, 
class preparedness, interest and con­
cern for students, presentation, cre­
ativity, friendliness and enthusiasm. 
The winners (one full-time faculty 
and one lecturer) will be announced 
during the graduation ceremony on· 
Thursday, May 12,2005. 

Submitted by: Nelda K. Quensell 
Chairperson, ETA Committee 

The EXcellence in 
Teaching Award 

Committee is pleased 
to announce the 

following finalists: 

Alfredo C~bacungan" 
Douglas Crowell 
Susan Inouye 
David Ka~ika Napoleon 
Catherine Wehrman 
Gemma Williams 
John Cusick 
Solomon Fukuda 
Ulla Hasager 
Carl Jennings 
Davin Kubota 
StuartNago 
Lee Tonouchi 

. 

"Hawaii is not on a fault line," 
Lovell said. "We do get earthquakes 
in Hawaii but generally they're not 
going to be as big as one created 
near a continental shelf." 

Civil Defense is continuing to 
work with hotels to improve drills, 
and inform all staff of proper 
emergency procedures. There are 
only six Pacific Tsunami Warn­
ing System buoys located in the 
Pacific Ocean, and this, Lovell 
said, is something that needs to be 
improved. The buoy warning sys­
tems are located between Hawaii 
and areas of possible tsunami threat 
such as Japan, Alaska and North 
and South America. 

"Satellites can't detect a tsu-

water." 
Instead of just floating on the 

surface, the buoys take readings 
from the ocean floor that measure 
the force and additional pressure 
by a tsunami wave in accordance 
to the time it takes to pass over the 
sensor. This provides scientists 
with accurate readings, and allows 
them to predict what the wave will 
do when it approaches land. The 
buoys, however, are very expensive 
to build and maintain, Lovell said. 
There are currently bills being pro­
posed to the U.S. government to 
try and raise funds to expand the 
Tsunami Warning System to cover 
larger areas of the Pacific Ocean, 
and eventually all large bodies of 
water in the world. 

Grab your''moming jolt of java 
along with some of Hawaii's 
finest pastry creations at the ~ 
Cup Cafe. You can enjoy it at 
one of our outdoor dining tables 
or take it "to go". Located in the 
Ohelo Building Home to our 
"KCC Culinary Arts" program! 
Open from 7:30am- 11:30 am 

Buy 1 Specialty Coffee Drink and get 
$1.00 off the second with this coupon! 

Limit 1 coupon per day per person. Coupon Expires on February 25,2005. 
200 Cup must be taken at the same time as the first. No cash value. 
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