












EATURE 17 

A SLICE OF GOLDBERG 

David Goldberg has spent the last two years teaching at KCC. Prior to teaching at KCC, he's taught at Cal Arts, San Francisco State and at UH Manoa. Above: students sitwlth Galdl1erg discuss 
the progress of each student's art. He blends philosophy into his teachings of art. He also talks about how the world works in order for students to create things that go with that view. 

By Alika Pfaltzgraff 
STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

David Goldberg has maintained a healthy relationship with 

technology since the early 80's, growing up at a time when hip­

hop was in it's infancy, and computers weren't capable of process­

ing more than two programs at once. 

Over the years, he's witnessed drastic changes in technology, 

some of which, he never thought he'd see in his lifetime. "I mean, 

to be able to take a picture, edit it, and send it to my friend on a 

tiny cell-phone, is just immense. That was science-fiction for my 

generation back in the day:' 

David has taught people of all ages, from all different sides 

of the spectrum. He's well informed about all facets of society, 

and is effusive about many disparate topics, but especially the 

technological aspect. 

"My main focus has been on the intersections of technology, 

race, and culture. How we look at the transformations that cul­

tures undergo, with technology. Particularly, how we've got this 

virtually limitless capacity with the internet, and mobile produc­

tion studios, and yet, we continue to bring these old models with 

us. Racism, sexism, all of the stuff that we've built in the "real 

world" on the actual side, we bring that with us into the virtual 

side, which fascinates me:' 

In his fifteen years as a teacher, he's taught at Cal Arts, San 

Fransisco Arts Institute, San Fransisco State, and at the Univer­

sity ofHawai'i, Manoa. He's spent his last two years at Kapi'olani, 

teaching in the New Media Arts department, where he teaches 

intro to digital arts, as well as interface design. 

He constantly references hip-hop music as it's one of his 

generations defining characteristics, always drawing parallels 

between that culture, and the rest of society. 

"We can criticize mainstream rap for betraying it's roots, we 

can complain about how dubstep isn't real anymore, or so and 

so dj sold out, but in reality, we all know that for every big name 

He also expressed his disappointment with the image that's 

currently being portrayed in popular rap music. "I feel sorry for 

those young people who are looking to that side of culture to 

form their identity, because the examples are pretty bad. If you're 

a 14 year-old trying to define yourself through music, which in 

America is one of ways that young people define themselves, it's 

disheartening because most of their role models are very shallow. 

They'll have to work a lot harder to find themselves:' 

Goldberg has taught at various art schools like Cal Arts, San 
Fransisco Arts lnsitute, San Fransisco State, and the University 
of Hawaii at Manoa 

artist, there's a dozen underground people doing amazing things, Goldberg has always been popular with his students, and 

that no one will ever hear about. You can't be upset when your they're always happy to share their feelings about him . "He's one 

favorite artist goes big, because they want to make it big. You'd of the shrewdest professors I've ever had" says Jonah Okano, who 

be fooling yourself if you think otherwise:' He's quick to note, took a film class from him at UH. "He's very in touch with what's 

"and of course, the people who want to keep jt real will keep it going on:' 

real, and you'll never hear about them. Or, they'll be your friends "Someone once told me, ' I don't understand why people take 

fore":er, and !Uixtapes and home , , . . I , • 

live your level:' seriously: To. which he responded, "but that's why it 
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right? Because people take it so seriously. If people believe in it, 

then it functions. From this most ridiculously right-wing blog, 

to 4chan, to the Buffington Post, to every porn fetish imagin­

able- it's a legitimate culture:' He adds, "no amount of punditry 

is going to change that:' 

When asked to prognosticate. what the future of the internet 

will look like, he responds, "It's going to become more and more 

ghettoized, in the sense that you're going to be increasingly loyal 

to your little corner of the net. If it reflects your culture, and 

people are able to make incendiary comments, then that's prob­

ably what you're going to stick to:' 
In addition to that, he thinks "the borders between the virtual 

and the actual are going to become incredibly porous in the next 

fifteen to twenty years. A lot of people will be able to live full lives 

in both areas. He foresees a scenario, where people will be able 

to make money and support themselves entirely on-line. People 

will be able to play games like. World OfWarcraft and second-life, 

and make healthy, fully realized livings. 

He :also believes that the economic paradigm is shifting for 

a lot magazines and news outlets. "Trolling is passing for jour­

nalism nowadays. These websites will put out an article like, 

Here's Ten Reason Why The Android Will Fail, and they'll catch 

hundreds and hundreds of comments and views:' In these cur­

rent times, businesses are starting to realize that the internet is a 

amazing tool for generating ad revenue. The websites that want 

to make money will exploit that fact. 

He's lived in Hawai'i for five years now, and loves how con­

nected with nature people still are. "That's what's going to beat 

the system, you going out and surfing or fishing:' He believes that 

these are the type of activities that will keep us sane. 

In addition to hip-hop, his upbringing was largely predicated 

around graffitiing and hacking. He muses, "the two had a lot in 

common, in terms of embracing the Do It Yourself mentality, 

and solving your own problems. They were both very thrilling, 

and very illegal:' These mentalities have always informed him, 

and consequently, led him into teaching. 

It's this type of ethos that drives him as a teacher. "The real 

skill comes down to you being a good selector, and knowing what 

work to sample from, which is why you have to study as much 

as you can:' He encourages his students to be self-sufficient, by. 

building upon samples and excerpts from various media, and 
making it .their own, ' 1 
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Ohelo: 
Continued from page 4 

close after a certain date. 
In addition, banquets will still be 

accommodated on a limited basis this 
summer. When the renovations continue 
in the fall, the 220 Grille will not be open 
through the end of the year. 

With the closure of the eateries on 
campus, the cafeteria will remain as one 
of the only functioning destinations for 
food. Subway was a popular eatery that 
has been closed since last semester due 
to current renovations in Iliahi. 

Next fall, "the Ohia Cafeteria will oper­
ate with a modified menu;' said Takahashi. 

KCC student Kyle Kennedy, 25, eats 
the teriyaki chicken sandwich at the 220 
Grille occasionally. He said the closure 
of the restaurants would leave him little 
options to get food. 

"If all of these eateries are going to 
close down for renovation temporarily, 
I'll have to spend more money to get 
food elsewhere;' Kennedy said. "I don't 
think it's good right now that they're 
doing a bunch of renovations:' 
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Parents: 
Continued from page 5 

Wehrman said Mona Lee, dean of 
student services, has been supportive 
of the program. 

"She's helped pick up the slack 
where the federal money used to 
come in;' she added. 

A KCC student for two years, 
Yasuko Kato, 41, is a single mother 

of two children. Whenever she has 
to register for her classes, she has to 
work around a schedule for her kids. 

"It's not easy to pick my classes:' 
said Kato. "I have to manage my 

Certificate: 
Continued from page 5 

to approve it. A series of courses is 
also included in a credit certificate. 

Hayashida said some courses that 
might be required to get the certifi­
cate are already offered at KCC. Per­
haps even one new course might be 

time. Sometimes my kids have events 
I need to go to and I have to pick 
them up everyday. I also avoid classes 
on Fridays, especially now because 
sometimes they don't have school on 
Fridays because of the furlough:' 

Another challenge Kato faces is 
finding time to study. 

"Sometimes I study at the library 
or I study at home. It's not easy at 
home because my children have 
demands. But if they see me studying, 
they're motivated to do their home­
work too;' she said. 

If they have the money, one option 
that student parents have for their 
young children is to take them to 

introduced. 
The non-credit portion of the cer­

tificate comes into play when there 
are people who are already in their 
careers apd need to tack on the cer­
tification in gerontology, but aren't 
exactly looking for credits to back up 
the certificate. 

Mara Kent-Skruch, Ph.D., an 
expert in gerontology, explained that 

fhe Priority Peadline for Adt~tissions is March 1 

Office of Admissions • ph:544-0238 • www. hpu~edu/scholarships 

the Alani Children's Center, located 

besides parking lot D. 
The center provides early child­

hood care and education for children 
of the campus community, with pri­
ority given to continuing students, 
students who are single parents and 
those enrolled in nine or more cred­
its. Full-time employees also qualify. 

According to site coordinator 
Patricia Gooch, single parents are a 
group that the children's center keeps 
in mind while reviewing applica­
tions. 

'~bout a quarter to a third of our 
parents are single;' said Gooch. 

Gooch advised that those inter-

having been involved in developing a 
course in gerontology before, it's not 
only healthcare, but also the aging 
process that's important. 

Non-credit certificates take a 
shorter amount of time to pass 
through and don't require as many 
approvals. Permission to offer the 
course is what needs to be approved. 

"We'll have to think this one 

www.kapio.net 

ested in sending their children there 
should be aware of the deadlines, 
which is May 15 for next semester. 

About 98 percent of single parents 
on campus are female, but Wehrman 
has seen several fathers who have 
custody of their children. In addition, 
most of them are between 30 and 45 
years old. 

Wehrman says to get through col­
lege, parents should believe in them­
selves that they can make it. 

·~ lot of people question if they 
can make it and if they can finish 
school. If they can overcome their 
internal storage, they'll be going the 
right path;' said Wehrman. 

through of what exactly we want to 
offer;' said Hayashida. 

To learn more about 
the Kupuna Education 
Center, visit www.kupu­
naeducation.com. 
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