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17. FLORIDA MUDFLATS

AND MANGROVES

1 Virgin nerite (Neritina virginea) 
Range: Florida-Texas and Caribbean. Size: .4" 
Color: Shell patterns vary widely and colors can include red, 
green, yellow, orange, black, white, brown and gray. 
Virgin nerites live on brackish mudflats. 

2. Flat tree-oyster (lsognomon alatus)
Range: Florida-Brazil. Size: 3"
Color: Exterior dark brown, purplish-brown or black; inte­
rior pearly with brown, purple or black.
These oysters are found growing in large clumps attached
by byssal threads to rocks, pilings or mangrove roots,
exposed at low tide .

3. West Indian false cerith (Batillaria minima)
Range: Florida-Caribbean. Size: .3"
Color: Usually has black and white bands, sometimes brown
and white or solid color.
Large colonies of false ceriths can be found scattered across
exposed mudflats.

4. Mangrove periwinkle (Littorina angulifera)
Range: Florida-Brazil. Size: 1"
Color: Varies from white, bluish-gray, through orange,
brown and yellowish.
Look for the living snails on red mangrove prop-roots above
the waterline.

5. Crown conch (Melongena corona)
Range: Florida-Alabama, Mexico. Size: 3"
Color: White or yellowish with purplish to chocolate-brown
swirls.
Crown conchs commonly live on shady, intertidal mudflats.
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18. FLORIDA'S ROCKY
SHORES AND TIDEPOOLS
1 Beaded periwinkle (Tectarius muricatus) 
Range: Florida Keys-Caribbean. Size: . 7" 
Color: Creamy or gray with orangy aperture. 
Commonly found on rocks and dead wood above the high­
tide line. 

2. Four-tooth nerite (Nerita versicolor)
Range: southern Florida-Brazil. Size: .7"
Color: Exterior white with black and pink markings; interior
white.
Look for these on exposed rocks at low tide.

3. Scorched mussel (Brachidonus exustus)
Range: North Carolina-Caribbean. Size: .7"
Color: Yellowish-brown; dark purplish-brown interior.
Commonly found in clusters on intertidal rocks.

4. Bicolored purse-oyster (Isognomon bicolor)
Range: Florida-Texas and Caribbean. Size: 1"
Color: White and purple.
Lives in rock crevices.

5. West Indian green chiton (Chiton tuberculatus)
Range: Florida-Caribbean and Texas. Size: 2.5"
Color: Brown or gray marked with shades of black, gray,
green or white.
Lives on intertidal rocks, and often looks like a fossil, or part
of the rock itself.

6. Deltoid rocksnail (Thais deltoidea)
Range: Florida-Caribbean. Size: 1"
Color: Exterior white and brown; inner lip purple or rosy;
aperture white.
Common on intertidal rocks.

7. Bleeding tooth (Nerita peloronta)
Range: southeastern Florida-Brazil. Size: l"
Color: Outside yellowish-white with variable patterns of
black and reddish-orange; inside has white teeth with a
"bloody" orange stain.
Found on high intertidal rocks.

8. Zebra periwinkle (Littorina ziczac)
Range: southeastern Florida-Caribbean. Size: .5"
Color: White or bluish-gray with streaks of dark reddish­
brown or black.
Found in rock depressions or crevices between low and high
tides (intertidal zone).
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19. FLORIDA'S

CORAL REEFS
1 Flamingo tongue (Cyplwma gibbosum) 
Range: Florida-Caribbean. Size: 1" 
Color: Creamy-orange with a creamy-white top. 
Its shell is usually covered by a mantle of skin with orange, 
giraffe-like spots. 
This snail lives and feeds on soft corals. 

2. Atlantic wing-oyster (Pteria colymhus)
Range: North Carolina-Brazil. Size: 2.5"
Color: Outside dark brownish-black, often with paler brown
streaks; inside pearly.
Look for this oyster attached to the fronds of soft corals.

3. Rough fileclam (Lima scabra)
Range: southeastern Florida-Caribbean. Size: 2"
Color: Creamy-white with brown periostracum. The living file­
clam has spectacular tentacles of flaming red or orange, some
white.
It lives beneath sheltering rock ledges, and can swim rapidly to
escape predators by snapping its two valves together.

4. Atlantic gray cowrie (Cypraea cinerea)
Range: Florida Keys-Brazil. Size: 1"
Color: Face is creamy with dark brown between the teeth;
back is pinkish-brown; sides flecked with dark brown.
The live cowrie's shell is usually covered by a "furry" mantle of
skin.

5. Crown cone (Conus regius)
Range: southern Florida-Brazil. Size: 15"
Color: Usually mottles dark and light brown with white
blotches.

6. Frond oyster (Dendostrea Jrons)
Range: Florida-Caribbean. Size: 15"
Color: Usually purplish or reddish-brown, interior and exterior.
Frond oysters often live attached to the dead fronds of soft
corals.
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20.MORECORALREEFS

1 Short coralsnail (Coralliophila abbreviata) 
Range: southeastern Florida-Brazil. Size: 1" 
Color: Yellowish-white. 
This snail feeds on soft corals and can often be found by 
searching at the base of soft corals such as sea whips and sea 
feathers. 

2. Coffeebean trivia (Trivia pediculus)
Range: Florida-Caribbean. Size: .5"
Color: Pinkish-tan with 3 pairs of brown splotches.
Trivias live and feed upon small reef animals called
tunicates.

3. Atlantic trumpet triton (Charonia tritonis variegata)
Range: southeastern Florida-Caribbean. Size: 10"
Color: Aperture is orange, surrounded by dark brown with
white raised ribs; spire marked with shades of white,
reddish-brown and black; pink at tip.
The shell of this large, predatory snail was commonly used as
a horn, hence the name.

4. Atlantic thorny-oyster (Spondylus americanus)
Range: North Carolina-Caribbean. Size: 5"
Color: Exterior varies from white to red, orange, purple and
yellow; interior white, rimmed with color.
This oyster lives cemented to reef rock and often becomes so
encrusted by other reef plants and animals that it looks like
the reef itself.

5. Atlantic deer cowrie (Cypraea cervus)
Range: southern Florida-Mexico. Size: 4"
Color: Glossy brown with pale spots; sometimes banded with
darker brown. Young cowries are banded and lack spots and
teeth around the aperture.
Cowrie snails are active at night and shelter by day beneath
rocks and ledges.
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