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Not sure what 
to get your 
fellow college 
student? 
Check out our 
suggestions. 
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Koa Gallery showcases eclectic collection 
By Alika Pflatzgran· 
STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

The Koa Art galler cap another 
mar el u erne ter with their ear­

end exhibit, Mixed Media Miniature 
IV. 

The ho" i a worthy foliO\ -up 
to the Ma ter of Fine Art di play v e 

co ered earlier in the erne ter, which 
featured revered arti t Calvin ol­

lin and Mark Maresca. 
Though initially touted a an 

art collectors gift show, the display 
doubles as a contemporary showcase 

for local talent, featuring roughly 200 

works of variou shape and ize . 

The arti t range in background 

a " ell, orne tudent and other 
graduate . 

All however, put a con iderable 
amount of effort into their piece , and 

it h " in orne more than other . 
One particular piece entitled, 

ift , offer an irreverent per pecti e 
on the hildlike nostalgia we en oun­

ter a adult , often overlooking the 
detrimental remnants of the time. 

A per u ual, medium range from 
painting, drawing, watercolor , pa tel 

ALIKA PFALTZGRAFF I KAPI'O 

The Koa Art Gallery showcases textured pieces from contemporary artists. The number of works is overwhelming and 
present an opportunity for aficionados to bask in obscurity and escape from the mundane rig morale of the real world. 

works, jewelry, culpture, mixed 

media, print making and ceramics. 
One can't help but feel over-

whelmed by the sheer quantity of It' akin to entering a bizzaro-

piece contained within the gallery' wonderland of twi ted cartoon , 
mode t tructure upon entering. di torted figurine and co mic paint-

ing. 
Wall lined with microcosmic 

tructure edifying uni er e into 
singular, elf- u taining environ­

ment , thoroughly imrner ing view­
er in it allure. 

Efferve cent countenance 
wathed in didactic hue , penetrat­

ing the mundane rigmarole that bog 
down reality. 

The piece range in price from 
$40-$400, some worthy of their price 

tag and some n?t. 
If you're pre ed for gift ideas, this 

exhibit offer a breadth of options 
at affordable price . upport the art 

community, and your ignificant 
other. 

GALLERY HOURS 
Monday - Friday, 1 0 a.m. - 4 
p.m. 

Saturday, 10 a.m.- 2 p.m. 

Call 734-9374 for more infor­
mation, or e-mail at koaglry@ 
hawaii.edu 

POLS course teaches students 
complexities of the Middle East 

Study abroad students 
to return from Seoul 

By Trevor Latorre 
COPY EDITOR 

Kapi ' olani 

ommunity Col­
lege profe or 

Jo eph 0 erton 
aid that he ha 

taught many tu­
dent who know 

nothing or little Overton 

about the Middle 

Ea t and the wars in both Iraq and 

Afghani tan. He hopes that a cour e 

that' been offered for the pa t h o 
ear will impro e awarene . 

verton teache the cour e -

207 - that is offered onl in 
the pring erne ter. It' focu ed on 

the politi of the Middle Ea t and 
will ducate tudents on the conflict , 

religion and culture. 

erton aid that under tanding 
the Middle Ea t i far more complex 
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The gun turrets on the Israel border have been an abiding emblem of the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict and i t 's been purely political, Joe Overton said. 

than taking an introductory cour e 
but added that thi would be a great 

tep in beginning that journe . "Iraq 
ha one of the riche t hi torie of an 
countr ;• 0 erton aid. 

"I mean it' one of the olde t civili­

zation ... but the new doe n't how 

anything about the people becau e 

that' not ' hat ell :· 
0 erton ha had tudent v ho 

have erved in the military in Iraq 
and Afghani tan who "couldn't e en 

POLS 207: See page 2 

The Kapi'o recently held 
a Christmas-themed 
cook-off. Check out the 
winning recipes. 

By Remington Taum 
STAFF WRITER 

Imagine returning home from a 

erne ter pent in a foreign country 
completely immer ed in it culture. 

tudent attending Kapi'olani Com­
munity College will be coming back 

from eoul, South Korea on Dec. 21. 
Each semester the Freeman 

cholar hip sends a group of student 
enrolled at KCC to a foreign country 

to become immersed in and learn the 
hi tory and language of a particular 

culture. 
Thi fall, a mall group of nine 

tudent were cho en to tudy abroad 

in eoul. The program began on Aug. 
18 and will fmi h when the tudent 

return to the countr . 
Becau e the tud abroad pro­

gram wa cheduled for the fall e -

ion, tudent had to begin their 

immer ion during the ummer. Thi 

time three cla e " ere incorporated 
into the tudent ' ummer chedule 
in preparation for their emester in 

Korea. 
Before the tudent took flight to 

their cho en country in the Freeman 
program, they were required to go 

through inten ive language training, 
along side hi tory and culture cur­

riculum. 
The history and cultural classes 

are applicable to their elective cred­

its on their tran cript . The language 

cour e completed will be equivalent 

to a 202 level cia . 

A total of 12 credit will be earned 

at KCC and another 12 earned at 
Seoul ational Uni er ity of Tech­

nology. 
To help the tudent under tand 

the culture, the cla e provided them 

FREEMAN: See page 2 

7 
Read about why staff 
writer Nix Kinney is not a 
fan of Christmas spend­
ing. 
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Freeman: 
Continued from page 1 

with a general background of 

Korea and what some traditions and 

practices are and how to speak the 
language, explained Joe Overton, 

chair of the HONDA international 

center. 
Some even decide to stay behind 

on their study abroad trips because of 
the experience they have had. 

"In every program we've done, 

we've had students stay behind;' aid 

Overton. 

Several students on the Korea trip 

will stay behind to possibly pick up 

a month internship with the Westin 

hotel chain. They'll be able to put 

their language skills to the test by 
working within a Korean company 
and having co-workers that speak the 

nguage. 
While having the opportunity to 

participate in this internship, stu­

dents will gain practical experience 

that can be applied anywhere. 
If students choose to continue on 

in Korea, they are no longer part of 

the program. Their semester ends on 

the return date at the end of Decem­

ber. 
Overton finds that with each pro­

gram, students' eyes are opened up to 

a whole new world around them. 
Students will have a competitive 

edge after returning from the study 
abroad program. 

"It's becoming very competitive in 

these job markets;' said Overton. 

Throughout the semester, e-mails 
are sent back and forth between 

the student and professors to keep 

updated on their progress. The 

instructors at KCC are al o in close 
contact with those at the university, 

and are informed if there are any 

complications. 

KCC Chancellor Leon Richards 
will fly to South Korea when the stu­

dents graduate from Seoul National 

University of Technology. 
Students will also be required to 

present a capstone presentation in 
the language at the end of their term 

at the university, explained Overton. 
"''It (their experience) will make 

them much more marketable:' 

Healthy Caucasian Man? 

Generations of men have helped test 

investigational medications by participating in 
clinical research studies. You could help too. 

To qualify for research study 8235-787 involving an 

investigational medication you must be: 

• A Caucasian man, age 20 to 50 

• Generally healthy (light smokers or non-smokers preferred) 

·Willing to stay at Covance for three stays of 3 nights/ 

4 days each with 1 outpatient visit over a one month period 

Participants will receive all study-related 

exams at no cost and compensation up to 

$2500 for time and participation. 

Think you can help? Great! 
Then call 808-441-6327, text 
ALOHA to 77982 or visit 
TestWithTheBest.com today. 

cov~tf~Ci" 

One Waterfront Plaza, 500 Ala Moana Blvd., Ste., 400 Honolulu, HI 96813 

POLS 207: 
Continued from page 1 

point out where they were 
when they were stationed in Iraq or 
Afghanistan:' The war in the Middle 

East has helped in building the course 

work for many classes. There is also a 
religion class that is focused on Islam 

(REL 220) . Overton said that the only 
way we're going to win in the Middle 

Ea tis by establishing an understand­

ing between the people there and 

Americans. 
Instead, Overton said this hasn't 

happened, that the military is simply 

handed rifles and told to provide 

security. Even with the complexity 
of the region, Overton said that most 

people don't know the simplest facts, 
like the difference between an Iranian 

and an Arab. (Iranians are Persians 
and "they don't even speak Arabic, 

EGG DONORS NEEDED 

they speak Farsi;' he said.) 

Overton has brought guest speak­
ers to brief tudents on an array of 

topics stretching from the North and 
South Korean conflict to the "War 

on Terror:' He hopes that with more 

resources available, students will 

begin to take advantage of the oppor­
tunities presented to them and that 

maybe one day we can understand 

a culture we are spending so much 
money to rebuild. 

Compassionate, caring 19-30 yr old women needed to enhance the lives of couples 
struggling with infertility. Compensation begins at $5,000. To learn how you can be 
responsible for a happy ending, visit us at www.ConceptionsCenter.com 

Fulfill your aspirations through your education 

We are professionals learning to explore opportunity, 
acquire fundamentals and establish expertise. 

Argosy University offers undergraduate degree programs that 
can help you reach your goals in education: 

Business • Criminal Justice • Liberal Arts • Psychology 

Argosy University, aspire to be. 

Argosy University, Hawai' i 

400 ASB Tower 11001 Bishop Street 
Honolulu, Hl96813 

rightnowargosy.com 
1.808.426.4400 

ARGOSY 
UNIVERSITY. 

Financial Aid is available to those who qualify. Argosy University IS accredited by the H1gher Learnmg Comm1ssion and a member of the 
North Central Association (230 S. LaSalle Street. SUite 7·500, Chicago,IL 60604·1413. 1.800.621 7440, www.ncahlc.org). 
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Taking advantage of student services 
By Remington Taum of ways to receive a discount, whether contingent on stu-
STAFF WRITER dent status or working at Ala Moana Center. 

Throughout the year, being a student can be hard. Sometimes finding these discounts is like going on a 

Paying for books, supplies and even food now and then 
can empty a wallet fast. It's always nice to find student dis-

treasure hunt. They're a well-kept secret and nobody will 

counts at various places on the island. There are a variety 

know unless they ask, or of course, word of mouth. Here is 

a compiled list of places that offer student discounts. 

Ulupono Academy: Paul Mitchell Partner School 

(808) 734-7007 

Conveniently located in Kaimuki on 11th Avenue, this part­

ner school doesn't offer student discount, but the prices they 
offer for hair, skin and nail services are definitely something to 

keep in mind. Compared to prices offered at the academy, hair 
services at a salon sometimes start at $50. The services offered 

are conducted by future professionals under the supervision of 
an instructor. For any of the services, you must be 18 years old or 

be accompanied by a parent or guardian. For more information, 

visit, www. ulupono. paulmitchell.edu 

Student Discounted Movie Tickets 

Hours of operation: 

Monday to Thursday: 8 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. 
Friday: 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

The students, faculty and staff have the opportunity to pur­

chase Consolidated Theatre and Regal Theatre movie tickets. 

The tickets for Consolidated tickets can be purchased at $6 each 

and Regal tickets at $6.50 each. The tickets, or the Consolidated 

Group Movie Tickets (GMT) for Consolidated Theatre are valid 

at any location; any details will be listed on the ticket. Keep in 

mind that the Regal VIP Super Saver tickets cannot be used 

during the first 12 days of newly released films. 
Students can pick up tickets at the Office of Student Activities 

(OSA) located in 'Ohi'a 101. The OSA is limited to only 10 tickets 
a day and requests that exact change be presented. The tickets are 

not considered as movie passes. 

TheBus University Bus Pass Program (U-PASS) 

The U-PASS is a reduced rate to fit the needs of the univer­
sity's students. Students must present a valid KCC ID card. Stu­

dents can purchase the U-PASS in Iliahi 126, for $125, which has 

a 300 value. 

Sale dates: January 3 to February 28, 2011 

Valid dates: January 1 to May 31, 2011 

}.Crew-on-the-Island 

Mall hours: 

Monday to Saturday: 9:30 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
Sunday: 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. 

A clothing store located in Ala Moana Center offers a 10% stu­
dent discount off of a purchase with presentation of a school ID. 

].Crew is located on the second floor next to Lululemon Athletica. 

Isle Discount (iDcard) 

Like the yearly discount books, the iDcard is a more con­

venient way to get those deserved discounts. The iDcard can be 

used more than once per location. If a business change their dis­
count, you are still entitled to recieve those discounts because of 

the iDcard. Discounts are offered at the Hawai'i Athletic Club, 

Acai Licious, Papa Johns's Pizza, the Elite Mas age Academy and 
more. For more information, visit the iDcard Web site at, http: / I 
islediscount.com 

Showcasing KCC talent 

All Academic Programs 

January8 
9 a.m.- 1 p.m. 

Windward Hawai'i Loa Campus 
RSVP by 1 2/29/10 

Nursing Programs 

January 15 
9 a.m.- 1 p.m. 

Windward Hawai'i Loa Campus 
RSVP by 1/5/1 1 

Academic Programs· Career Services • Financial Aid 
Housing ·Transfer Programs· Scholarships· Athletics 
Cheer· Dance • Band • Student Life • Parent Session SEAN NAKAMURA I KAPI 'O 

On Dec. 3, the Office of Student Activites and the Board of Student Activi­
ties hosted the "Pau Hana Jam" end-of-the-semester concert on the 
Great Lawn. Local bands and artists like Black Square (top) and Duncan 
Osorio (left) performed at the event. Even KCC English professor Thomas 
Gullikson (right) and his band. Local /unchwagon, Ono to Go, served 
food for the event. 
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Getting into the local Christmas spirit 

The Honolulu Christmas City Lights at the Honolulu Hale lit up on Dec. 4 and will run until January. The lights are located on South King 
Street right after 'lolani Palace. The Christmas displays have been a traditional favorite for both the old and young generations of Hawai'i. 

By Iiwileo Pacarro 
and put in it our island twist. 

STAFF WRITER 

If you spend enough time in the Hawai'i, you know that 
our islands are a unique place to spend the holidays. Since we 
can't have that traditional "White Christmas;' we improvise 

Like the past holiday seasons, our islands are bursting with 
the aloha spirit and Christmas cheer. Looking to catch some? 
These are a few places to get you into the holiday spirit, island 
style. 

Sheraton Kaiulani Hotel's Gingerbread Village 
"Winter Wonderland" is the theme for this 

year' Sheraton Kaiulani Gingerbread Village. 

Displayed in the hotel's lobby, this yummy del~c­
table i not for eating. Sheraton's executive chef 
Ralf Bauer, executive sous chef John Hightower 
and pastry chef Arnie Tungpalan created their 
masterpiece using 120 gallons of icing, 60 pounds 
of dark chocolate, 20 pounds of white chocolate 

and 30 gingerbread sheet . The entire village 
stands 14.5 feet tall and is 24 feet wide. 

Chronic Christmas at Pipeline Cafe 
Natural Vibes, Rebel Souljahs, Ooklah the Mock and 

more wish you a very chronic Christmas. This seven!h 

annual Christmas party is being held at Pipeline on Dec. 
17. The party, put on by radio station Island Rhythm 98.5 

and Corona Beer, is an 18-and-over Christmas concert. 
Tickets range from $20- 35. 

Sheraton Hawai'i Bowl 

Aloha Tower Marketplace New Year's Eve "Party of the Year" 

Thi year Aloha Tower Marketplace is hosting a New Year's Eve party com­
plete with a huge fireworks show. The entire marketplace is shut down for this 
end-of-the-year block party. Seven stages will host DJs, live band and dancing 
all throughout the various clubs and restaurants that inhabit Aloha Tower. Tick­
ets range from $20-$50 with a 21-and-over age requirement. 

"Family New Year's Eve" Wet 'N Wild 
On New Year's Eve, Wet 'N Wild is hosting a family fun day. 

The Sheraton Hawaii Bowl takes place at Aloha Stadium on Dec. 24, but that 
entire week is filled with activities for everyone. There is a luncheon, shopping 

trip, day at the water park and even a pep rally before the game. Tickets for the 
game range from $15-$45, and the co-WAC champion Hawaii Warriors will 

represent against the University of Tulsa Hurricanes. 

The party kicks off at 10 a.m. on Dec. 31lasting until after dark, 
and at 6 p.m., the park will put on a fireworks show. During the 
day, families can visit the park and play on the rides. Tickets are 
available at the door. 

Thoughtful gifts for your fellow college stud 
By Joie Nishimoto and Remington Taum 
KAPI'O STAFF 

Ah, Christmas. The most wonderful time of the year. If you still ·have cash 
in your bank accounts after paying for next semester's tuition, then chances 
are the rest of that money is going to pay for Christmas presents. 

Friday - has already gotten you that laptop or digital camera you've been 
dying to have, there are some essential items that often go overlooked on the 
store shelves. Or if you're looking for an easy gift for your classmate, then 
don't worry. We have compiled a list of great Christmas gifts if you're stuck 
on ideas. 

Assuming that your family - if you haven't bought it for yourself on Black The best part? They're under $25. 

$25 gift card to Starbucks 
I mean, come on, this really is almost perfect. Starbucks makes 

coffee and decent sandwiches. Students can be found walking around 
campus with a large coffee cup in hand. What better place than Star­
bucks? Especially since, students can test out their sea onaJ flavors, 
including white chocolate peppermint mocha. 

Cash 

OK, it might sound a little lame and like an easy-out in creativity. 
You got to admit though, who couldn't use more money. Neatly slip 
it away in a Christmas card, and when it's opened, the money will 

fall out. If the recipient would like to purchase their own present, 
they can now with the money you gave them. 

Reference books 
OK, this is a bit nerdy. But trust us on this one. When your 

friend has a paper to write and the Internet decides to crash, 
your friend will have that handy dictionary to find more ways 
to say "in addition to:' 

Flash drives 
Flash drives are life savers. Don't always rely 

on your e-mail to host your Power Point presenta­
tion or your essays. 

Whiteboard 
You've seen enough of these in the classrooms, but to stick one 

on your wall will come very handy if you're too lazy to write in a 
planner. These range from $10 to $20 at Wal-Mart. Oh, and if you 
have an extremely lazy friend, advise him or her .to hang this to the 

side of the bed so he or she will see a list of things to do as soon as 

they wake up. 

iTunes gift card 
Quit downloading your music illegally, and 

support your favorite artists by purchasing their 
songs and albums on iTunes. 
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By Joie Nishimoto 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 

Bring out the ornaments, put in your favorite festive album, 
it's Christmas. 

put on their aprons as we held our final cook-off of the year. We 
channeled our inner culinary artist and put a Christmas twist on 
our favorite desserts. 

For this cook-off, staffers could make any dessert they 
wanted, but with one exception: they had to have red and/or 
green colors. 

At the Kapi'o, we've already begun to listen to a few merry 
tunes. And to celebrate the holiday season, the Kapi'o staffers 

What could be better way to celebrate the end of the semester 
and the upcoming holidays than to bring in Christmas-themed 
desserts? 

Featured below are the recipes from our top four red and 
green desserts that will surely make your holidays merry. 

Jell-0 cream cheesecake 
1 package (8 oz.) cream 

cheese, oftened 
1 tub (8 oz.) Cool Whip 

1/5 cup sugar 
1 teaspoon milk 
2 packages of Jell-0 (lime 

and trawberry) 

1 package Knox's unfla-
vored gelatin 

8-9 shortbread cookies 
2 tablespoons butter 

Red and green food color­
ing (optional) 

FOR CRUST: 

Place cookies into a Ziploc 
bag and crush until fine. Place 
into a bowl and add butter 
and mix until the cookie 
crumbs stick Lay cookie out 
evenly onto a pan and pre s 

firmly. 
FOR FILLING: 
Mix cream cheese until it 

is not clumpy. Add 1/3 of the 
Cool Whip, sugar and milk. 
Mix until smooth. 

Spread filling onto crust 

and chill in the refrigerator. 

JELL-0 LAYERS: 
Make Jell-0 as in tructed. 

Add half of the unflavored 
gelatin package while the 
Jell-0 is hot. Let it re t in the 
fridge for 15 minutes and 

pour onto the cream chee e. 
Wait until the first layer of 

Jell-0 has set before making 
the second layer. 

When Jell-0 has set, add 
rest of Cool Whip on top. 
Add food coloring if desired. 

11m~:~ her favorite dessert with a 
~ were pleased by the lime and 

~~~~~'tt.eu-0 combination. "Delicious," wrote one 
i;t'i~m~-.:.:1\Ttit too sweet and very cooling and refreshing." 

Christmas sugar cookies 
1 1/2 cups butter, soft-

ened 
2 cup white sugar 

4 egg 
1 tea poon vanilla extract 
5 cup all-purpose flour 

2 teaspoons baking 
powder 

1 teaspoon salt 
Green and colored 

frosting 

U e a large bowl to cream 

butter and sugar together 
until smooth 

Beat the eggs and vanilla 
in and stir flour, baking 
powder and salt. 

Try to chill the dough for 
an hour, or even over night. 

Be sure the oven is pre­
heated to 400 degrees F. Roll 
out dough on the floured sur-

face, approximately ~ to Y2 

inches thick. 
Place the cookies one inch 

apart on the sheet. 
Use anytime of cookie 

cutter shapes that you desire. 
Bake time: ix to eight 

minutes in preheated oven. 
Allow to cool completely 

and decorate with frosting. 

Vegan chocolate truffles 
1/4 cup eggnog oymilk 
2 bars (8 ounces) vegan chocolate broken 

in 1/4-inch pieces 
6 tablespoon vegan butter, cut into small 

pieces 
1 teaspoon mint extract 
Powdered sugar 

Red sprinkles 
In small saucepan, simmer soymilk. 

Remove from heat and stir in chocolate and 
butter. 

In a medium-sized skillet, bring Y2 of water 
to a slow simmer. Set saucepan in skillet over 

since it's home-made chocolate vegan." 

Festive brownies 
% cup butter 
1 Y2 cup sugar 
2 teaspoon vanilla extract 

3 eggs 
% cup all-purpose flour 
Y2 cup cocoa powder 
1 teaspoon baking powder 
A pinch of salt (optional) 
3 oz chopped pecans or walnuts (optional) 

Preheat oven to 350 degrees Fahrenheit. 
Line a 13" x 9" inch-cake tin with grease-

low heat. Stir mixture until chocolate has 
melted. Remove from heat and pour mixture 
into a bowl. Cool, cover and refrigerate for 
two hours or until firm. 

Line an airtight container with waxed 
paper. Dip a small spoon into a gla s of warm 
water and quickly scrape across the surface 

of the chilled truffle mixture to form a rough 
l-inch ball. 

hake powdered sugar and sprinkles. 
Transfer truffles to the prepared container, 

separating layers paper. 
Cover tightly 

proof or other non-stick paper and grease the 
tin. Melt the butter. 

Beat eggs with ugar, and add vanilla, flour, 
cocoa, baking powder, alt (optional) and 
melted butter. 

Add chopped nuts. 
Bake at 350 degrees until a wooden pick 
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THE VIEW WE TAKE 

Looming rail fiasco may cost 0 1ahu $14.5 billion 
The Mufi Hannemann-proposed 

rail transit system could end up cost­

ing Hawai'i taxpayers $14.5 billion 

over a 30-year span, according to an 

independent study released Dec. 1. 

Former governor Linda Lingle 

ordered an analysis of the proposed 

20-mile rail transit system, which 

was conducted by Infrastructure 

Management Group, Inc., CB Rich­

ard Ellis and Thomas A. Rubin (col­

lectively forming the IMG team). 

The study evaluated the potential 

co t vs. revenue, the post-rail operat­

ing plan, the rail project's financial 

plan and the financial implications 

for Honolulu, and found the plan 

could end up costing taxpayers 

For a state that 

couldn't afford to 

educate its chil­

dren (i.e. last year's 

Furlough Fridays 

debacle), signing 

a blank check to 

fund the rai\ may 

not be the best 

way for a governor 

to begin his term. 

between $9.3 billion and 14.5 

billion (a $1.725 billion difference 

between the city-conducted evalua­

tion of the proposed rail plan). 

Despite the insurmount-

able data, Honolulu Mayor Peter 

Carlisle pledged his support for the 

rail during his inauguration, and 

governor-elect Neil Abercrombie 

said that his decision to sign off on 

the environmental impact statement 

(EIS) for the rail transit plan will be 

solely based on whether the EIS was 

conducted lawfully. (The plan needs 

to have an approved EIS before it 

may commence construction.) 

Basically, this means that barring 

a major - and as now unforeseen -

development (an additional $1.725 

billion clearly not being severe 

enough), Honolulu will one day have 

a very expensive mass transit rail 

system in place. 

This is great news for Hawai'i's 

labor unions, as trade unions will 

most likely have their hands in 

the construction and maintenance 

of the rail transit plan along with 

the support of Gov. Abercrombie. 

During his gubernatorial campaign, 

more than half of his organization 

endorsements came from organized 

trade unions. 

And don't expect the Hawai'i 

Senate to get involved. 

U.S. Representative and Hawai'i 

Senate 21st district representative 

Colleen Hanabusa is no stranger to 

scandal or lobbyists. In 2002, Hanab­

usa introduced a bill that resulted in 

75 million in tax credits, which her 

close associate and political backer 
Jeff Stone, the Ko Olina developer, 
received. 

But wait, there's more. The 

city-conducted study said that the 

revenue from transit patrons would 

more than offset the initial cost and 

would help to alleviate highway 

congestion. 

The only hiccup is the City and 

County of Honolulu conducted the 

study, which at the time was under 

the individual who introduced the 

rail transit system, Mayor Mufi Han­

nemann. 

For a state that couldn't afford to 

educate its children (i.e. last year's 

Furlough Fridays debacle), signing 
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The proposed rail transit station will begin in Ewa and end at Ala Moan a mall. There have been proposals to extend the 
rail to Kapolei and to the University of Hawai'i. The cost may also reach an unprecendented $14.5 billion. 

a blank check to fund the rail may 

not be the best way for a governor to 

begin his term. 

There are alarming red flags 

raised before we've even started this 

multi-billion-dollar project. 

The rail begins in Ewa, goes to 

the Honolulu International Airport 
and Ala Moana shopping mall but 

fails to go the distance and doesn't 

come anywhere near the University 

of Hawai'i at Manoa or Kapi'olani 

Community College campuses or 

Waikiki. 

In the case of expected ridership, 

the IMG team study concluded that 

the projected figure in the current 

financial plan is far higher than what 

they found, citing the "plan's projec­

tion would require an unprecedented 

and unrealistic growth in transit 

utilization for a city that already has 

one of the highest transit utilization 

rates in the country." 

Hawaii's labor unions have a 

history of corruption and misman­

agement. You've seen the following 

picture: There are three guys in flo ­

rescent green t-shirts, one to super­

vise, one to supervise the supervisor 

and one to excavate a pothole of six 

inches in circumference and two 

inches deep. Now imagine, hundreds 

of carefully aligned support beams 

serving as the foundation for a 

20-mile elevated rail. That's a lot of 

fluorescent green T-shirts. 

The proposed rail transit system 

would use steel wheels. However, 

steel has a nasty habit of oxidizing 

in Hawaii's humid climate and high­

saline environment. 

According to the Honolulu 

Star-Advertiser, a spokeswoman 

for Abercrombie said that he would 

be meeting with Carlisle soon to 

discuss the study. The article added 

that Abercrombie said he would only 

review the EIS and make sure it was 

conducted satisfactorily, and that he 

believes it to be the city's responsi ­

bility to weigh the advantages-to­

financial-burden ratio. 

Abercrombie took office on 

Dec. 6; let's see how he applies this 

rationale. 

A Web site has been dedicated 

to informing the public on the pro­

posed rail transit system: honolulu­

transit.org. 

If you've got questions, don't 

worry, there's a page for that. Oh 

wait, it's under construction. Fancy 

that. 

The view we take is written by the 
editors of the Kapi 'o. We welcome 
all responses to this subject. E-mail 
"Letter to the Editor" at kapio@ 
hawaii.edu. 

CAMPUSVOICES: What do you want for Christmas? 
''I'm going to go 

to Japan with my 

girlfriend for winter 

break. I want to take 

her out for dates 
there." 

Yuki Kondo, 21, liberal 
arts 

"A Nikon D3000 

camera. I like to take 

photos. I need a new 

camera anyway, so 

I might as well get a 

super nice one." 

Robyn Rapoza, 17, 
liberal arts 

"A vacation to Las 

Vegas, because my 

brother and sister 

live there . Or, they 

can come here! " 

Emily Ngo, 23, busi-
ness marketing and 
management 

"A car, because I'm 

tired of catching the 

bus or walking to 

school." 

Greg Fritz, 22, infor­
mation technology 

"Nothing special. 

I don't really need 

anything right now." 

jason ]ayaprakash, 18, 
liberal arts 

"Jewelry, because I 

love it!" 

Sayaka Goto, 24, 
hospitality 



Spi it of Christmas spending? 

AP 

Each Christmas, families head to shopping centers to get in their holiday "spirit': Shoppers spent an average of $365 this 
past Black Friday weekend. This ostentatious overspending has overshadowed the real meaning of Christmas spirit. 

By Nix Kinney 
STAFF WRITER 

After spending the last two holi­

day seasons living in Europe, it's easy 

to see how Christmas in the U.S. has 

and nephews (never mind the extra 

two; they were half off for goodness 

sakes). 

According to the National Retail 

Federation, this year's Black Friday 

gave them, I threw in the consumer­

ism towel and became a crafter. 

Contrary to what the holiday 
movies tell you, December 25 will 

still be Christmas with or without the 

diverged from its origins. weekend spending rose 6.4 percent presents. 

In Germany, I witnessed as mar- The entertainment industry has 

kets were set up in town squares with 

little booths selling mulled wine, 

wooden toys and gingerbread. 

Lights went up in Italy and sweet 

bread called Panetone cropped up in 

storefront windows. 
Festivals and carolers and carou­

sels were on display in Scotland, and 

though each country had something 

for purchase, consumerism was never 

nearly so intense as it i in the United 

States. 
The contra t between the Christ­

mas spirit and the spirit of Christmas 

spending is ostentatious. 

December might as well be called 

the "mass-consumption month" with 

hordes of buyers shoving away their 

holiday cheer for that amazing deal 

on aisle nine. 

The overhead holiday jingle and 

the hastily strung garland are there to 

lull you into a fal e sense of goodwill 

toward men. 

What they really ignify is that 

if you don't get your hands on the 

last six DVD players at half off the 

original price, then Christmas will 

be ruined for all four of your niece 

"I n t ime, even I 
contributed to the 
disheveled cloth­
ing racks and the 
classic parking lot 
scramble." 

per person, with the average shopper 

spending roughly 365. But imagine 

the savings! 

As a child, I was dragged along 

with my mom and my aunties each 

December, hopping from store to 

outlet mall to store again. It wa inev­

itable that Christmas became syn­

onymous with things like reindeer, 

eggnog, mistletoe and the Friends 

and Family Holiday Sale at Macy's . 

In time, even I contributed to the 

disheveled clothing racks and the 

classic parking lot scramble. 

After a few years of spending 

money that I didn't have for people 

who probably never wanted what I 

A Constant Idiocy - Alan Lee 

made it seem like a giver of no gifts is 

most certainly the Grinch. ow, I'm 

not insinuating that we buy nothing, 

just, perhaps, that we should consider 

buying less. 

There are affordable alternatives 

that could benefit more from your 

business than conglomerate corpora­

tions would. Independent shops, for 

example, or artisans at craft fairs. 

A small handmade trinket does 

wonders at expressing your love than 

another wallet or pre-packaged spa 

and bath gift basket (everyone loves to 

pamper themselves with the synthetic 

smell of sea breeze foot cream). 

At the very least, bake someone a 

Christmas treacle or throw a ginger­

bread house decorating party. What 

makes the holiday seasons memo­

rable is how you spend it. 
You can do it, literally, from the 

wallet and through the hands of each 

minimum wage cashier, or with the 

people that value your time over your 

gift wrapping. 

Happy Holidays. 
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Stuffing our stockings 
By The Kapi'o Staff 

'Tis the eason, folks. Christmas is just a few week away, and you know 

what that means. While Santa's elves are hard at work making toys for all the 

little kids, mall hours are extended for the grown-ups to get some present 

shopping done. 

Here at the Kapi'o, we're all anxious for Christmas to arrive. Chances are, 

if you walked into our office, there's bound to be some holiday tune blaring 

from our speakers. 

The staff has compiled a wishlist of things we'd like for Christmas. Albeit, 

some of these wishes are pretty silly and are unlikely to be granted, but we're 

hoping Santa reads the Kapi'o and puts us on his list of nice people. 

10 Instantaneously clean office 

• Wouldn't it be nice if our 

office could clean itself sometimes? 

We always mean to tidy up, but 

unfortunately this gets pushed down 

in our list of things to do because 

we're always so focused on the paper. 

Time for some winter cleaning. 

9 "Glee: The Complete First 

• Season'' DVD 

We have a number of "Glee" fans in 

the office. Our editor-in-chiefis on a 

mission to convert each staffer into 

a "Gleek:' She doesn't "stop believin;' 

if you get what we mean. 

8 Stove and oven 

• We can't always afford caf­

eteria food or takeout. We're broke 

college students, you know. A stove 

with an oven will come handy, espe­

cially since everyone in the office 

loves food and baking. 

1 Christmas tree 

• For many of us, Lama 119 

has become like a second home. 

We spend countless of hours in the 

office writing, laying out pages and 

just enjoying each other's company. 

To be greeted by the smell of pine 

as we walk into the room would be 

absolutely wonderful. 

6 Photography studio 

• For the photographers, it can 

become a challenge. A studio would 

allow our photographers to be more 

creative with their shots without one 

of us holding up a white piece of 

paper as background. 

5 Neverending amount of story 

• ideas 
We'll admit it, coming up with story 

ideas on a weekly basis is tough. We 

keep our eye and ears open con­

stantly, but we all have tho e weeks 

when we fall short. Wouldn't it be 
nice to have an unlimited supply of 

story ideas? We think so. 

4 Bathroom 
• Our newsroom is hidden on 

the opposite end of the library. Our 

office has no bathroom. o it tends 

to get scary on production nights 

when we need to make late-night 

trips through an abandoned, dark 

campus to Olona, an adjacent build­

ing possessing the nearest bath­

room. 

3 Quicker responses from 

• sources 

Nothing is more annoying than 

waiting and waiting and waiting for 

a source to get back to you. 

2 More staff members 
• We're already a pretty big 

family, but to have more staff mem­

bers- from writers to page design­

ers - would be fantastic for the 

paper and for the busier staffers. 

You can never have too many writ­

er and photographers! 

1 More readers! 
• It takes one week to put out a 

paper, and we do this every week for 

everyone on campus to read. There's 

always a sense of pride and accom­

plishment to walk around and see 

someone picking up the paper 

from our bins to read. We hope that 

more of you will read our paper to 

stay informed of events on and off 

campus. 

The Top 1 0 is a weekly feature from 
The Kapi'o. 



(You can sell back other stuff like video games and DVDs too.) 

8!f18JOn.com /buyback 
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