












ENTERTAiNMENT 
'Smallville' blends super 
powers with teen angst 
By Paul Kolbe 
NEWS EDITOR 

Like most kids, I grew up idol­
izing Superman. His powers, his 
goodness, it all seemed like the 
way it was supposed to be. What 
a man was supposed to be. But 
along the way something changed. 
I became more aware of the world 
around me, and if you grew aware 
during the 80s, you realized the 
world was no comic book. It was 
the height of the self-absorption 
of the masses. The Cold War and 
Reagonomics had every American 
looking out for number one as a 
state of mind. A goody-too-shoe 
like Superman, or anyone like 
him, was impossible to relate to. I 
began to gravitate to Batman, who 
seemed more realistic. He was 
human, vengeful and his violent 
methods suited the atmosphere of 
the time. 

Recently, something has 
awoken my long lost love for 
Superman, and that something is 
"Smallville." Not only is "Small­
ville" the best comic book-based 
show ever made, it is also the best 
show on T.V. 

Part primetime soap, part "X­
Files," "Smallville" manages to 
balance the line between superb 
special effects, and stories and 
characters which envelop you. 
This is due in no small part to the 
incredible cast of actors. 

Miles Millar and Alfred Gough, 
who created the series, have man­
aged to assemble a cast so con­
vincing, that putting others in the 
roles for the upcoming Superman 
V movie seems ludicrous. Tom 
Welling as Clark Kent almost 
inhabits the role by playing Kent 
not as some Eagle Scout, but as a 
young man scared of the powers 
he possesses, and the urges he has 
to misuse them. Unsure of his des­
tiny, and why he was sent to Earth, 
Kent uses his powers to help a 
people he could easily conquer, 
and he knows it. 

Michael Rosenbaum plays Lex 
Luther, and while we know he 
will become Superman 's nemesis 
in Metropolis, in "Smallville" he 
plays Kent's friend, and a man who 
fights for his own destiny to be 
like his father, the vicious Lionel 
Luther played by John Glover. 

Watching the dynamics between 
Luther and Kent is so much more 
interesting since we know what 
will eventually happen. Despite 
this, the audience may find them­
selves rooting for Luther, hoping 
he can overcome the influences 
around him, and somehow turn out 
on the good side. 

The fact that fans know what 
eventually will happen is what 
makes the show so addictive. We 
know Kent doesn't end up with 
Lana Lang, played by Kristin 
Kreuk, yet we can't help but smile 

as they bungle their way through 
teen crushes and love - one of the 
many influences which shapes the 
soon to be Superman. And through 
it all Kent makes the right choices, 
despite the potential to do other­
wise. 

Maybe the world is again mim­
icking the era of the 80s, and we 
need a non-morally ambiguous 
hero, or perhaps Kent's inherent 
goodness is what gets fans so lost 
in the show. While Bruce Wayne 
may remind of us of who we are, 
Clark Kent reminds us who we 
want to be, and who we wish we 
truly could be. We relate to Batman 
but want to be Superman. 

"Smallville" Season 4 airs each 
Wednesday at 6:00 p.m. on The 
WB. Seasons 1-3 are available on 
DVD . 
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Kapolei: 
Continued from page 1 

West Oahu to see first-hand how 
the community is evolving and the 
challenges it's facing. Kapolei rep­
resents an exciting new direction for 
Oahu, and I expect that a stronger 
presence by the administration will 
help us realize our plans to encour­
age more business growth in that 
region." 

The state has also been adding to 
the push for Kapolei's development 
by recently opening up three schools 
and a library for use by residents. 
Furthermore, it has already created 
or relocated over 1 ,500 government 
jobs, and has plans to construct a 
$95 million family court and youth 
detention center which would add 
another 600 government jobs, along 
with hundreds of additional private 
ones. 

Also scheduled for the near future 
is the development of large shopping 
center. According to developers, the 
shopping mall would be an open-air 
center with retailers, restaurants, 
and entertainment venues on a scale 

' ' The last time a 
new city was 
built here was 
Honolulu, so we 
expect it to grow 
gradually. This is 
an ongoing pro­
cess that doesn't 
happen overnight 

similar to that of Kahala Mall. 
Currently, officials see Kapolei 

growing by 3,000 homes by 2010, 
and increasing by 30,000 in popula­
tion by 2020. 

"This is a long range plan," said 
McMurdo. "The last time a new city 
was built here was Honolulu, so we 
expect it to grow gradually. This 
is an ongoing process that doesn't 
happen overnight." 

Deadline Extended!!! 
Kapi'olani Community College 
Study Abroad - Avignon, France 

New Deadline- January 31,2005 

Earn KCC French language credits in Provence, France. This new 
four week program in Avignon, France offers language study through 
film, with an accent on cuisine. Enjoy the medieval city that was once 
home of the Pope, visit the birthplace of cinema and taste the cuisine of 
Provence. 

Excursions include Paris, Marseille, and Lyon. 
Plus various culinary tours in the surrounding region. 

For applications, stop by the Honda Center, Iliahi 112, or the office of 
Renee Arnold, Olapa 107. 

For more information or applications by email or phone: 
reneearn@hawaii.edu or 734-9704 
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Warning: 
Continued from page 1 

"This is what scares us the 
most," said John Cummings of 
Oahu Civil Defense Agency. "A 
tsunami coming from the Big 
Island would only give us 25-30 
minutes to get out of harms way. 
This could be disastrous in an area 
like Waikiki, which takes 3 hours 
to evacuate." 

In 1949, Hawaii constructed the 
Pacific Tsunami Warning System, 
the best in the Pacific to date. 
Unfortunately this system is only 
really effective in the case of an 
offshore tsunami. 

The warning system monitors 
ocean height and tide surges and 
will send information to stations 
throughout the Pacific via satel-

lite. Although the system is accu­
rate enough to tell when a tsunami 
will hit, it is not accurate enough 
to determine the exact size of the 
wave. 

When a wave is detected, the 
Oahu Civil Defense Agency will 
sound an alarm - the same sound 
that we hear when they test the 
system on the first working day of 
the month. The first siren will last 
for three minutes and will denote 
a three hour warning until impact. 
It is the state's responsibility to 
direct everyone out of the evacu­
ation area indicated in the yellow 
pages. 

"It is really important that every­
one familiarizes themselves with 
these maps," said Cummings. "If 
you or your house is in an evacua­
tion zone you have to get out." 

After the wave hits, power will 

be disconnected and essentials 
such as food and water will be few 
and far between. As is the case in 
South Asia, knowing where to go 
to get out of harms way is only 
half the battle, the next struggle 
is being able to survive after the 
crisis. 

"It is the responsibility of every­
one in Hawaii to have a 5-day 
survival kit including food and 
water," said Cummings. "The most 

important thing to keep with you 
is a radio since the phone lines, 
including cell phones, will be 
down and we will be broadcasting 
instructions over the airways." 

To learn more about how you 
can prepare yourself for a Natural 
Disaster you can visit the Oahu 
Civil Defense Agency Web site 
at www.honolulu.gov/ocda/plan­
ning. 

your associate's degree, you're well on your way to your bachelor's 

tlniver·sitv of Phoenix. By attending class on your schedule- in the evenings 

j you can earn your bachelor's degree sooner than you could at other 

Community college students have a fast track 

to their bachelor's degree! 

University of Phoenix is designed to pick up where community colleges leave 

off, most, if not all of your current credits will apply toward your bachelor's degree. Our 

instructors all hold a master's or doctoral degree, and work in the fields they teach. As a 

result they can offer a wealth of real-world insight that you can quickly put to use. 

:~all today or visit our Web site: 
UlS-!l;.st)-2686 http://HawaiiCampus.phoenix.edu 

Earn your Bachelor's Degree 
in Special Education 
In response to the shortage of certified special 
education teachers in Hawai'i, City University and the 
Hawai'i Department of Education have partnered 
together to offer the Bachelor of Arts in Special 
Education (BASE) Program. 

This program contains all the education, experiences, 
and resources necessary to help you realize your goal 
of becoming a teacher for Special Education K-12. 
The program is field-intensive, blending university 
classroom instruction with in-school experiences. 

Oty University is a not-for-profit and an Equal Opportunity institution accredited by the Northwest Commission on Colleges and Universities. 
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