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College and Communit_y Helping the Homeless 

What started as a man's dream, 
is now becoming a reality. In honor 
of the late Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., 
KCC volunteers, teamed with the H-5 
project, took part in a Mobile Home­
less Bus Project. The event held on 
Monday, Jan. 15 at the Oceanic Time 
Warner Cable site in Mililani Techni­
cal Park partnered at least 20 faculty 
and staff and 70 student volunteers 
with community.leaders as part of this 
year's first Service-Learning Project. 

Under the supervision of Hawaii 
Helping Hungry Have Hope (H-5) 
project leaders Utu Langi and wife 
Simiana volunteers deconstructed five 
retired tour buses and prepared them 
for refurbishment as temporary hous­
ing for the homeless. As part of the 
ongoing H-5 project, the buses will be 
transformed into mobile housing shel­
ters, which will be used to house some 
of Hawaii's homeless population. 

The day of service, hosted by The 

MLK Day of service inspires citizen action through volunteer service. 
By Kimberly Moa with contribution from Liana Hofschneider I Photos by Kimberly Moa 

KCC Service Learning Office and 
partnered with First Year Experi­
ence and the International Cafe was 
designed to engage students within 
the community by providing a ser­
vice opportunity that addresses the 
needs of Hawaii's communities. 

"(I) have seen a lot of homeless 
around the island and this inspired 
me to help," KCC student Motoko 
Sugawara said. 

Part of the goal with this event was 
also to provide students with the oppor­
tunity to network and make friends. 

"We hope that they stay engaged 
with college and continue their ser­
vice learning experience," said Bob 
Franco, Director of Planning and 
Grant Development. 

The H-5 project is a faith-based 
charity organization that provides aid 
to homeless people across the island. 

"We serve about 3,000 home­
less a month, feeding and housing 
people at beaches, parks, and under 

freeways," said founder and execu­
tive director of H-5 and advocate 
for the homeless Langi. 

A total of 18 retired tour buses, 
donated by Roberts Hawaii Tours, 
are to be refurbished as part of the 
H-5 project and refitted with beds. 
Working in teams in teams volun­
teers armed with ratchets, screwdriv­
ers, hammers and scrapers, gutted 
seats and overhead compartments, 
and stripped decals. Four buses 
were prepped for the next stage of 
the project, which will include the 
construction of four separate stalls 
to accommodate at least eight beds 
within each bus. 

A fifth bus, already partitioned 
by volunteer construction work­
ers, was also caulked for leaks and 
painted by volunteers at the site. 
According to Langi, the goal now, 
is to complete the first bus and drive 
it around the island for critiquing. 

Roberts Hawaii retires at least 20 

buses per year. The buses are 8 feet 
wide by 40 feet long with restrooms 
and can also be used as emergency 
and transitional housing units during 
disasters. Once completed the refur­
bished buses, will serve as temporary 
shelters that can be moved to areas 
where homelessness is growing. 

"We drive out to the site, park 
overnight, and provide people with a 
place to sleep" Langi said. 

According to a nationwide home­
less assessment report released this 
month by The National Alliance to 
End Homelessness, an estimated 
6,000 people make up Hawaii's 
homeless population. This places 
Hawaii as fourth in the nation for 
homelessness, a problem many feel 
will continue to progress until pro­
posals to expand services to home­
less are developed at the government 
level and within the community. 

"After finding a young couple 
with two of their young children 

using one of the toilet stalls for shel­
ter from the rain on the leeward side 
of the island ... the image stayed with 
me," Langi said. "We need to make a 
stand because this is outrageous.'; 

As part of a national Martin 
Luther King Day of Service, program 
coordinators of the service- learning 
project hope to honor the memory of 
Dr. King by getting members of the 
KCC community involved in activi­
ties that promote the human rights 
of even the most marginalized mem­
bers of society. 

"If given the opportunity, every­
one has that spirit to help," Assistant 
Professor. Linda Fujikawa said. 

For more information about H-5 or 

to find out about other about future 

service-learning projects at KCC, 

call or visit the Service Learning 

Office in !lima Rm 210, 734-9353 or 

email kccserve@hawaii.edu 
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tio11 issue~ tha_t face s!Ud~Qts who uti­
lize the services and resources of the 
library on a daily basis. 

"I usually study at the cafeteria or 
at the Holomua center and rarely visit 
the campus library," Kanani Thomas, 
KCC student said. 

The renovation of the library began 
in Oct. 2006 to make repairs not only 
to preserve the resources of the library, 
but also to prevent any health and safety 
hazard attributed to the leaky roof. 

The focus of the renovation at this 
point is on the second floor of the 
library. However, the first floor will 
also see some significant improve­
ments to the structure of the building, 
specifically the section that houses 
the administrative office. 

Some changes students are also 
expected to see are the computer labs 
and the expansion of the Pacific collec­
tions. Details of these improvements 
will be featured in the next update. 

Job Fair: 
Continued from page 1 

is able to offer students off-campus 
employment options quickly. Stu­
dents looking to work during certain 
time frames have found success with 
the job placement office's assistance. 
Carmine noted that the office is not 
limited to just finding part-time work 
for students. "A lot of employers are 
willing to work around school sched­
ules," Carmine said. "Employers are 
also interested in having students 
work full time, so if a student has 
graduated or will graduate, I can put 
them in contact with an employer. I'll 
ask them what they're interested in or 
what their degree plan is in and we'll 
go from there." 

Despite the one-on-one 
approach Carmine takes with 
students looking for employ­
ment, he does not take part in the 
actual application process. "A 
lot of employers want you to fill 
out their applications, so I don ' t 

' ' A lot of employers 
are willing to work 
around student 
schedules. 
-Michael Carmine, job place­
ment counselor 

get involved with filling out the 
applications for students," he 
said . Carmine welcomes students 
to schedule an appointment with 
him if they are need of employ­
ment assistance. 

Throughout the semester, there will 
be several job fairs held on campus. The 
next job fair is scheduled for March 13. 
There will also be a job fair specializing 
in gerontology as well as fairs hosted by 
the Honolulu Police Department and 
the US military. 

KCC STUDENT ACTIVITIES CALENDER 

JANUARY 2007 

24, Wednesday 
Temporary parking will be available to KCC students, · staff, and faculty at the base 

of Diamond Head. Parking lot will be available between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m. 

· 25, Thursday 
Information Session on Emergency Medical Services. There will be a presentation for 

students interested in pursuing a career path in Emergency Medical Services in Kauila 
207 between 9 and 11 a.m. 

26, Friday 
Last day to withdraw from a course in person and refund 50 percent of tuition, 

without recieving a "W." 

28,Sunday 
Last day to withdraw form a course online and refund 50 percent of tuition, without 

recieving a "W." 
Last day temporary parking will be available to KCC ·students, staff, and faculty at 

the base of Diamond Head. Parking lot will be available between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m. 

29, Monday 
SOS: Thinking Through History. In the Lama 116, library, between 12:15 and 1:15 

p.m. Colette Higgins and Brian Cassity will be sharing ways to get a better view on 
history, including How to survive and thrive in a history class and What do you really 
need to know? 

30,Tuesday 
SOS: WebCT Orientation for students. In Naio 203 between 12:15 and 1 p.m. 

Jacie Moriyama will be giving an introduction to WebCT. Addressing problems such 
as uploading, downloading, attaching, and navigating through the WebCT. 

31, Wednesday 
Stress Reduction Workshop. In Ohia 118 auditorium between 12 and 1 p.m. staff 

from the UH Manoa Couseling Center will conduct a stress reduction workshop. Teach­
ing how not to stress during the Spring 2007 semester. 

SOS: WebCT Orientation for students. In Naio 203 between 12:15 and 1:15 p.m. 
Jacie Moriyama will be giving an introduction to WebCT. Addressing problems such 
as uploading, downloading, attaching, and navigating through the WebCT. 

Certificate: 
Continued from page 4 

during the develqpment of the 
ASC in International Studies. He 
believes that this certificate will be 
a tremendous asset for students and 
it will help build a strong academic 
background for them as well. 

"There's no doubt that having 
students follow world events and 
having an understanding of the 
history, politics, religion, and 
the various cultures of the world 
is extremely important during 
these times," Hefner said. Hefner 
believes that students are in the 
right frame of mind for absorbing 
information about the world. 

Students who are interested in 
language, art, religion, philoso­
phy, history, culture and political 
organizations of world regions 
are the individuals that the ASC 
in International Studies targets. 

"I would really be interested 
in a certificate like this, it'll look 
good as resume juice," student 
Eric Alcantara said. Alcantara 
is a Japanese major and hopes to 
move to Japan one day. Alcantara 
believes that a certificate like this 
would help him in the future. 

Those who are interested in pursuing 

the ASC in International Studies or 

would like to know more informa­

tion should contact Carl Hefner: 

Hejn.er@hawaii.edu. 
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