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J.R.R. Tolkien 1 01 • • 
A fool's guide to the Shire, the Ring, 

By Cassie Thomas 
Staff Writer 

"One ring to rule them all;' words 

that open one of the greatest fantasy 

book series of all time. Encompass­
ing eight books, 25 languages and 

a history spanning thousands of 

years, Lord of the Rings is a work 
of uncommon depth. Because of 

the large amount of lore and history 
present in the series, it's easy to get 

confused. For those who don't have 

time to read the 6,000 pages of the 
Lord of the Rings trilogy, here is a 

brief overview. 
For the uninitiated, the Lord of the 

Rings trilogy continues the story of 

Middle-Earth begun in The Hobbit. 
It begins with the hobbit Frodo, 

who must cross the known world in 

order to destroy his little ring. A Ring 
which turns out to be the other half 

of the evil of Sauron. 
And now the Dark Lord is aware 

of the ring as it moves ever closer to 

destruction. To protect Frodo the 
Ring-bearer from the Evil, a group 

called the fellowship forms. Their 

mission: destroy the one ring and 
with it, the powers of evil. 

THE GOOD GUYS 
The trilogy follows the Fellowship 

of the Ring. It included a represen­
tative of each of the free peoples of 

Middle-Earth (good-guys). 

The fellowship is lead by Gandalf. 
Gandalf is one of the wizards sent 

to fight evil by the Valar, the gods of 

Middle-earth. Although a wizard like 

Saruman the white, Gandalf is less 
powerful. After killing the Balrog in 

"The Two Towers:· the Valar send 

him back with a power upgrade. This 

allows him to help Aragorn fulfill his 
destiny. Aragorn is the last descen­
dent of the powerful Numenoreans. 

Numenoreans were a superior race of 

men who ruled Arnor and Gondor, 

the two great countries of men. His 
ancestry makes him the destined 

ruler, of the majority of Middle-Earth 

and the primary rival of Sauron. 
The four hobbits of the shire are 

Merry, Pippin, Sam and Frodo the 

Ring-bearer. Frodo is the nephew of 
wealthy Bilbo Baggins, main charac­

ter of "The Hobbit:' 

Gimli is the representative of the 
dwarves. He is the prince of the 

Dwarven, kingdom of the Lonely 

Mountain, which Bilbo Baggins saves 

in "The Hobbit." 
Despite Dwarves' dislike of the 

elegant "pointy-eared" Elves, Gimli 

becomes good friends with the 

Elvish representative, Legolas. Lego­
las is Prince of the Forrest of Mirk­

wood, another Country that appears 

in "The Hobbit." 

THE BAD GUYS 
Sauron and Saruman are the two 

kingpins of evil in the trilogy. Sa­
ruman the White is the wizard who 

controls the tower of Isenguard. 
Once a great agent of good, Saruman 

began to develop a thirst for power, 

which corrupted him. He began 

using the seeing stone, called a 

Palantir, which Sauron used to bend 
Saruman to his wicked will. With his 

knowledge, Saruman bred armies 

of Orukai (Elves gone bad), to take 
control of the Ring and the whole of 

Middle-Earth. 
Sauron, a.k.a. the flaming eye, is 

the main villain of the trilogy. Sauron 

rules the land of Mordor, a volca­
nic valley surrounded by towering 

mountains. Many years ago Sauron 
tried to kill off the Numenoreans by 

sinking their island home. 

In retaliation, the survivors joined 
with the elves and attacked Mordor. 

When he was defeated in this Great 

War and the One Ring cut from his 
finger, Sauron lost the ability to take 

human form. Instead he terrorizes 
the land with his flunkies, the Ring­

wraiths. 

REALMS OF MIDDLE EARTH 

The Elves have three main lands in 
Middle-Earth: Lothlorien, Rivendell 
and Mirkwood. Galadriel and Elrond 

rule the Realms of Lothlorien and 
Rivendell, Respectively. Galadriel's 

and Elrond's Rings of Power keep 

these two cities evil-free. Gandalf 
wears the third e]vish ring. Mirk­

wood's southern region is infested 

with Orcs and giant spiders because 
it has no Ring to protect it. This has 
the elves living only in North Mirk­

wood, near the Dwarven city Under 
the Mountain. 

Under the Mountain is one of the 
Dwarven Cities that are described in 
Lord of the Rings. 

Gimli's father rules Under the 
Mountain, a city underneath the 

Lonely Mountain. The other realm 

ofKazad-Dum was lost to Ore invad­

ers years ago. The lost mines of 

Kazad-Dum were renamed Moria. 
Moria was a source of great wealth 

because of its veins of mithril, a 

metal more precious than gold. 
Gimli's cousin Balin tried to reclaim 

it but the explorers have disap­

peared. Later learns 
the Balrog, an ancient menace in the 
world of men, killed Balin. 

Men, once great powers in Middle­

Earth, have declined over the pass­
ing years. Now men live in the realms 

of Gondor, Arnor, and Rohan. Rohan 

was originally a province of Gondor 
gifted to the captain of the Cavalry. 

Eventually it splintered off but 

remained a steadfast ally to Gondor 

and Arnor. Gondor and Arnor were 
two nations founded in Middle-Earth 

by the surviving Numenoreans. 
Originally ruled by father and sons, 

the men of these countries were 

skilled warriors. When the king of 
Arnor was slain by Sauron in the last 

battle, his crown went to his eldest 

son Isildur. When lsildur refused to 

and beyond 

destroy the One Ring, it killed him, 

passing Kingship of both Arnor and 
Gondor to Isildur's brother. 

Years later, when the King of 

Gondor and Arnor was lost in 
Mordor, the Steward of the King took 

over the rule of Gondor. In the north, 

Arnor fell into civil war. 

Gondor has two main cities, Minas 

Tirith, the capital, and Osgiliath, 
the front lines in the struggle with 

Mordor. 

This struggle for the free world 
of men continues in Return of the 

King, the conclusion to the Lord of 

the Rings trilogy. Hitting theaters 
on Dec. 17, Return of the King 

promises to be one of the highest 

grossing films of the year. With 
stunning visual effects and exten­
sive battles, it also promises to be 

one of the most exciting. With the 

eye to detail in the trilogy, the genre 
of fantasy on the big screen. Look 

out Legend and Willow - the King 
is coming. This will be a film you 
won't forget. 
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BAcKSPACE 
Attention KCC students: 

The Dean's List honors those students who have earned a minimum 
3.5 GPR with 15 or more transfer level credits. Way to go, students. 

Do you have a big heart? 
Do you like kids? 

Would you like to make a difference in sorneone's life? 
If so we need you. 

Volunteers are needed to mentor to young Pacific ]slanders. 
Where: Palolo Valley 

When: Spring Semester 
Qualifications: A BIG HEART 

. Duties: Being a friend, assisting with reading and 
speaking English, and spending quality time with the 

children after school. 
~:t 
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GET HEALTHY! 
For a limited time only, receive 15% off 

of all health and nutrition products at 
www.ecnutrition.com. 

Visit website for- details. 
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