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ONE FOR EVERYONE

There is a movie for every interest this
fall, including the political junkies

Outfoxed exposes
the Fox News
conservative agenda

By Chad Thompson-Smith
STAFF WRITER

One of our current media watchdogs comes
under fire in the independent documentary,
“Outfoxed: Rupert Murdoch’s War on Jour-
nalism.” The film made it to the big screen last
month, during the independent film festival.

We have been told our entire lives that we
live in a functioning, free democracy. As it
turns out, we may have been lied to, and quite
possibly, the proof is starting to show. Since
the beginning of democracy in America, the
media has been tasked with watching over
our government and the leaders within it. It
was speculated that without the media to play
the role of watchdog, a successful democracy
would not be possible.

“Outfoxed” goes after Fox News (Fox) with
gloves off. Some tactics used in the movie to
show conservative bias by Fox included inter-
views with former Fox employees and clips of
Bill O’Reilly telling many of his liberal guests
to “Shut up!” One such guest was the son of a
9/11 victim who criticized President Bush and
the current administration, blaming them both
for what happened on 9/11.

Throughout the movie, the audience at
Varsity Theater last Wednesday reacted with
shock and surprise to statistics and comments
that flashed across the screen. Particularly
revealing were interviews with former Fox
employees, such as former anchor, John du
Pre. “Any (on air) ad lib that made the demo-
crats look stupid and republicans look smart
would get an attaboy and a wink and a smile,”
recalled du Pre.

Much of the movie focused on the war in
Iraq and Fox’s bias portrayal of it. Several
scenes of the movie seemed to reveal that Fox
has often flat out mislead its audience. Other
scenes displayed surprising results of statisti-
cal studies about Fox viewers. One such study
showed that the majority of Fox News viewers
still believe Iraq attacked America on 9/11 and
Sadaam Hussein had weapons of mass destruc-
tion. This is surprising to hear from regular
news viewers, considering the 9/11 Commis-
sion found otherwise. While it may be too late
to catch “Outfoxed” on the silver screen, it has
been released on VHS and DVD. This movie
would appeal to anyone who is thinks it may
be a problem when a mainstream media outlet
comes under the control of politically biased
entities.

O’Reilly tells the viewers of his show that
the war in Iraq is vital in securing our freedom
here in America and that the President made
the right call by invading Iraq. In reflecting
on the film, here is an alternative explanation
to the reason we are at war in Iraq, and an
explanation to war in general. George Orwell,
perhaps a greater mind than Bill O’Reilly, has
written, “War is a way of shattering to pieces,
or pouring into the stratosphere, or sinking in
the depths of the sea, materials which might
otherwise be used to make the masses too
comfortable, and hence, in the long run, too
intelligent.”

Garden State evokes
humorous angst

By Ami Blodgett
WEB EDITOR

“Garden State” is a noble movie choice
whether you’re on your own, with friends
and family or if it’s your Thursday night date.
The charming, romantic elements and witty
scenes accompany nonchalant humor. Fortu-
nately it left out a good portion of the roman-
tic sap, leaving more room for the angst of
those in their 20s.

Zach Braff, better known as Dr. John Dorian
from NBC’s comedy “Scrubs,” managed to
direct, write and star in “Garden State.” Braff
based the movie on his own experiences and
took the role of Andrew Largeman.

Largeman is an aspiring actor waiting tables
in an upscale Vietnamese restaurant, who
really has no aspirations at all. After disap-
pearing to Los Angeles nine years ago with-
out speaking to either of his parents and being
induced with extreme anti-depressant medi-
cations, he returns to his hometown in New
Jersey for his mother’s funeral. After stand-
ing at the funeral by himself without a sign of
emotion, he decides to quit the medications
cold turkey. At the funeral, he is reunited with
his apathetic high school friends, who become
witnesses to his first soul search. Along the
way he makes friends with a pathological liar,
Samantha, written especially for and played
by Natalie Portman. Samantha’s moral code
and free spirit open Largeman’s heart and ini-
tiates his first good and bad emotions; leading
them into a world of romance.

The soundtrack is just as intense and
accommodates the themes without a flaw.
Coldplay’s “Panic” is easy to underestimate
in the opening scene, but the majority of
the album, including Colin Hay, Frou Frou
and Nick Drake, is successful at tugging at
the heart. The peculiar sounds of the Shins
may hurt the audience’s ears a little, but are
essential to Samantha’s character and the
movie.

The cast of “Garden State” won’t be dis-
appearing from the big screen anytime soon.
Braff will fulfill the voice of Chicken Little
in “Chicken Little,” coming out in July 2005.
And no worries, on the television screen,
Braff will continue to play Dr. John Dorian in
“Scrubs.” Also coming out in 2005, Natalie
Portman will be featured in “The Smoker,”
as well as in “Star Wars III- Revenge of the
Sith” as Amidala.

PHOTO MIRAMAX

THE MONTH OF SEPTEMBER IN

September 8: Hawaii resident Richard Po
Mai Kai Kinney wears his flare at Magoo's
while watching and supporting protestors
in New York City.

VISUAL FLASH BACK

4

September 8: In the editorial, The Kapio
Newspress called the firing of Former UH
President Evan Dobelle “has to be one of the
worst mismanagements in recent memory.”

September 14: UH Acting President David
McClain talked about his experience in
Vietnam, working under President Jimmy
Carter and his goals UH.

September 21: In the editorial, all three
Honolulu mayoral candidates “left many

at the Kapio feeling sad, empty and even

dejected.” Instead, we endorsed the Rock,
or any rock.
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September 21: Kauka de Silva, a professor
of art, was the only teacher from KCC to be
honored by the UH Board of Regents with an
Excellence in Teaching Medal for 2004.

RANDOM NUMBERS

Did you register to vote?

September 28: In an informal poll of 100
students, to vote or not to vote became the
question.

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT

Who: All UH students

A Project by Univer

What: Drawing for FREE hepatitis B vaccinations ($180 value)

How: Enter at the Hepatitis B Project Display
located at the Library and the Computer Lab

When: Fall Semester (limited supply)
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Analysis:
Continued from page 1

looking away to the side.

Kerry himself was not without
faults. At times he appeared over-
eager for his turn to speak, and
when Bush delivered critiques of
the Senator’s political plans, Kerry
would smile while nodding his
head as he took notes. However, as
Bush became visibly upset and at
times interrupted mediator Lehrer
to rebut, Kerry maintained a calm
composure also appearing greater
in stature behind his podium due to
his significant height advantage.

Despite both candidate’s
strengths and faults in manner, the
debate maintained a steady level of
substance, giving both candidates
ample opportunity to distinguish
themselves.

'hile both candidates shared
similar views on homeland security,
the topic of foreign policy showed
two very different ideologies.

President Bush gave an optimis-
tic view of the war on terrorism,
sighting the capture of 75 percent
of Al-Qaida’s known leadership
and progress in Iraq thanks to US
But
Kerry painted another picture, one
of the war in Iraq distracting from
the real war on terrorism and hunt-
ing Osama Bin Laden, and that the

and coalition involvement.

US had alienated much of its allies
around the world by not seeking
UN approval to invade Iraq. He
attacked Bush’s use of the word
coalition, saying he would do things
differently in Iraq by building a
“true coalition” to deal with the cur-
rent problems in Iraq. On the issue
of North Korea both candidates
seemed to adopt the others stance
in Iraq, with Bush leaning towards
multi-lateral talks, and Kerry opting
for bi-lateral talks between the US
and North Korea. Both candidates
agreed the issue of stopping nuclear
proliferation was probably the most
important in the future of US goals
in foreign policy.

ABC and CBS
showed Kerry had come out as the
distinctive winner of the debate,
with many of the nations papers
echoing this opinion the follow-
ing day. Kerry had come into the
debate with the need to clearly
show what he stood for, and shed
his perceived image of switch-
ing positions and sending mixed
messages. Something he accom-
plished by giving short answers
and clear ideological differences.
Bush’s road to winning the debate
was to keep the title of flip-flopper
attached to Kerry.

instant polls

Confused?

PROF?

Tired of parking?

WHO’S THE EASIEST

Check out KCCForum.com

Need a room?

Selling your
books?

BAKER/
BAKER APPRENTICE

Experience not required.
Must be avail mornings
& weekends. P/T

Apply at:
Honolulu Coffee Co.
Ala Moana Center 3

or ema11

Grab your morning jolt of java along
with some of Hawaii’s finest pastry
creations at the 2nd Cup Café. You
can enjoy it at one of our outdoor

dining tables or take it “to go.” Located

in the Ohelo “Culinary Arts” building.
Open from 7:30 am — 11:30 am.

ENTER TO WIN A $100 GIFT CERTIFICATE TO
THE KA IKENA FINE DINING RESTAURANT
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For those who think there is more than just

John George

KERRY vs BUSH

2,.2004

PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION

This November 29,
we got you covered.

Starting with one must-read article each week leading
up to our October 26 election special issue
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