




















Page 8

He’s just hung
on hang gliding

Most people think of hang
gliding and “crazy” as being
one in the same thing. But for
Richard Montanaro, a student

at. . KCEltsta“habit, -I'm
addicted.”
Rick’s passion for hang

gliding started two years ago in
Santa Barbara.

“l saw someone fly from a
small hill. After that I sold my
motorcycle and bought my first
kite for $500.

“Now most kites cost
$1,000. For the past two
years I've been broke; most of
my money. is spent on kites,” he
said.

“All kites become obsolete
after about three or four
months. They don’t perform as
well. The newer kites stay up
longer and achieve the most
height,” Montanaro said.

Now he is flying a kite of his
own design made especially for
Hawaii.

“When I came here 1 was
already an experienced pilot. In
Hawaii my favorite place to fly
1s Makapuu. On a good day
you can be as high as 2600 feet.

I also like to do acrobatics and
stunts.” ;

Rick is the only student in
Hawaii sanctioned to fly by the
Hang Gliding Association.

“I' don’t get scared when I
hear about accidents because
most of them are caused by
pilot errors. I saw a friend die
but I never thought about
quitting. 1 felt -disgusted
because it should’t have
happened. '

“Most- people think we’re
crazy, especially those who
haven’t seen hang gliding
before. They ask lots of ques-
tions about how we control it,
how long‘we can stay up and,
the favorite question is if it’s
safe, sometimes they even ask
where’s the rope,” Montanaro
said.

“The feeling 1 get when I'm
up there just can’t be put into
words. It’s different every time,
it depends on my mood. The
first time it was really thrilling,
but it’s not so exciting any more
because I’ve spent so many
hours in the air. Now it’s
relaxing.”

READYING for unc‘hing, Rick Montanaro getsvan assist from
tion? “Never wear any,” says Rick.
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a fellowbhavng glider. Headgear, protec-

Soaring thru’ the air
with greatest of ease

By Richard Montanaro
Powerless, silent, unassisted

flight. .
Aviators the world over have
been realizing this dream.

Crosswalkers depict
all walks of life

By Jon Arcinio

Crossing the street is such a
simple thing, but people do it in
such distinctive ways.

The average cross walker just
waits until the light says “walk”
and then goes. It doesn’t matter
whether he’s to the left or right
of the walk way, just as long as
he gets to the other side.

The perfectionist, however,
has to be in the exact center of
the cross walk. He’ll walk to the
center of the cross walk on one
side of the street, line himself up
with the center of the other side
and when the light says go, he’ll
walk all the way to the other

side on his imaginary center
line.

Then there’s the cautious

cross walker. This guy
approaches the walk very care-
fully. He’ll focus his attention
on the light until it says go.
When it does, he’ll look at all of
the drivers that stopped on
either side of the cross walk.

When he thinks it’s safe, he’ll
cross over, maintaining his eye
contact with the drivers until he
gets to the other side.

The soldier type of crosser is
easy to spot. Head and back ~
straight, chest out, stomach in,
arms stiff, eyes forward. He
marches across in -a precise
stride.

The daydreamer crosses the
walk while concentrating on
something else, and has a
unique talent of not bumping
into others while doing so.

The hard luck guy starts off
with a determined look on his
face, but no matter how hard he
tries, he usually gets bumped
into. It generally takes him
longer to get to the other side.

The depressed crosser would
fall into the same category as
the daydreamer. The depressed
crosser, though, stares at the
ground all the time, seldom
looking up.

Inevitably, there are the
extreme leftists and rightists.
These are the ones who walk on
either the extreme left or right
edge of the crosswalk, as if they
were walking atop a tightrope.

The sprinter is a rare breed.
He usually has quick reflexes
and is a good judge of distance.
If from a distance of up to 10
yards, he sees the light about to
change, he’ll make a run for it.

If he feels he can’t make it,-
he’ll slow down while filling the
air with his innermost aggres-
sions. Often, if he makes it to
the other side, he breathes a
sign of relief. '

The dilly-dallier doesn’t
actually waste time at all. He
leisurely paces himself, in an
obvious effort to use the entire
20 seconds, while sauntering to
the other side. ;

The doubtful starter worries
drivers. He sometimes forgets
that'he wants to cross the street
and doesn’t realize that the light
has changed. He usually
charges out into the road with
seconds to spare. :

In-essence, this just prove
people come from all walks of
life. "

They’ve been flocking to the
skies on wings of dacron,
aluminum, and stainless steel.
Wings knows to us all as “hang
gliders.”

To local and mainland pilots
alike, the Koolau range is the
finest ridge soaring in the
World. Hang Gliding on Oahu,
near Makapuu, is a pilot’s
paradise.

The primary launch site is at
the top of the ridgeline at 1200
feet near Waimanalo, above the
Makai pier. At the launch
point, it is possible to see most
of the Koolau range, along with
Rabbit Island and the north-
east shoreline near Makapuu.

The tremendous lift, caused
by the upward deflection of the
trades by the cliff face, allows
pilots to gain over 1500 above
takeoff.

From that altitude, most
windward communities and
most of the backside of the
range are visible, including
Honolulu and central ‘Oahu.
The view from that altitude is
by far the most spectacular to
be seen from a hang glider.

Hang Gliding, or “Sky Sail-
ing” in Hawaii is fantastic. The
constancy of the trades and
the warm tropical climate make
for many enjoyable hours of

- soaring.

On any good day, you can
see upwards of half a dozen
pilots sharing the airspace
above Makapuu.

Normally, there is plenty of
room in the air for all pilots on
Oahu. However, this doesn’t
always hold true for the landing
area, located adjacent to Sea
Life. Park, near Makapuu
beach. : :

On weekends, the landing
area can become hectic,
crowded with tourists, Kkites,
and spectators.

Most hang glider pilots
possess a great deal of energy
for the sport. Each year, hun-
dreds of pilots flock to national
competitions. Many fly “the
circuit” 4n hopes of winning
enough money to keep them
going. -

Learning to fly is not as dif-
ficult as it looks. Controlling

the kite is done through the use

of weight shift (shifting Qne’s

body from side to side for turn-
ing and forwards and back-
wards far pitch control).

When a pilot becomes pro-
‘ficient, his turns and aerobatic
maneuvers become second
nature.

Learning the sport on Oahu
is a difficult process. At this
time there is only one training
and practice site, at Kahuku.

Kahuku is a sand dune,
about 50 feet high.

The lack of intermediate sites
credits problems, as beginning
pilots cannot experience true
altitude flying before taking off
from Makapuu=

Access to the ridge is con-
trolled by the Hawaii Hang
Glider Association (HHA).
The association is a non-profit
organization, - developed in
hopes of keeping the sport safe
and the site open.

Before a pilot may fly the
ridge, he must pass written and
oral proficiency tests,;and have
all his equipment inspected.
Then, he is insured and is free to
fly anytime he wishes.

There have been four deaths
at Makapuu within the past six
months, but these accidents
were all attributed to pilot
error. There has never been a
case of blatant equipment mal-
function on any safely con-
structed hang glider.

Gilders are made of aircraft
quality aluminum, stainless
steel cable, and sailcloth
dacron. They average in weight
from 40 to 70 ‘pounds, and
wingspans vary from 22 to 34
feet. s

Most kites flying on Oahu
were purchased from main-
Jand manufacturers. Some,
however, are homebuilt one-
design gliders, specially suited
for Hawaii’s high wind condi-
tions.

Anyone interested in learn-
ing about flying should stop by
the Makapuu landing site any
weekend. :
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