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'My name is Isaac. 
Nice to meet you.' 

Isaac Lau playing his piano at home. Photo courtesy of Isaac Lau. 

By Lorraine Fabro 

"Thank you for your friend­
ship. It is very hard for me to 
make friends as most people 
can't seem to see pass my wheel­
chair." 

Isaac Lau's e-mail caused me 
to pause. Like many other stu­
dents I once walked past him 
without acknowledging him, let 
alone greeting him. Isaac moved 
silently through the halls of our 
school almost like a phantom. 
Other students often rushed by 
without even a second look. 

"Many believe we have noth­
ing in common so they don't 
even venture to say 'hello.' I 
wondered which was worse: the 
alienation or the isolation," Lau 
said. 

Like my fellow classmates, I 
tried not to stare when he came 
into the room. Lau cannot use 
his legs and has difficulty with 
his hands. As weeks passed I 
became intrigued by the grace 
with which he formed phrases 
in our American Sign Language 
class. Like feathers, his hands 
floated fluidly and I can hear him 
in my mind saying, "My name is 
Isaac. Nice to meet you." 

The next class I sat next to 
Lau, who seemed taken aback 
by my introduction and small 
talk. It was then that I realized 
how unjust life is and how cruel 
people can be. I wondered why 
he dido 't take notes until I saw 
him struggle to ink out his name 
and e-mail address. Isaac also 
confided that he can barely see 
the board and I wondered aloud 
how he was doing so well in this 
class despite his difficulty with 
his vision and motor skills. 

Isaac told me about his secret 
gift. Like blind or deaf people 
whose senses overcompensate 
for their deficiency, Isaac's mind 
·can process any language 

efficiently. I was blown away. 
Isaac speaks Japanese, Chinese, 
Korean, Spanish and now Amer­
ican Sign Language. 

Isaac's speech is a little taxing, 
as he seems to be holding his 
glasses up by smiling. One could 
mistake his choppy speech as a 
reflection on his mental capabil­
ities but one would never be so 
wrong. It wasn't until I received 
an e-mail from Isaac did I get 
to truly "see" the person named 
Isaac Lau. He is only 20 years 
old but has wisdom and compas­
sion beyond his years. What he 
lacks in motor skills he makes 
up for in mental and spiritual 
avenues. 

Lau writes with the eloquence 
of a scholar poet. He has a strong 
constitution and the determina­
tion of a champion. He doesn't 
allow his disability from com­
peting in today's society. 

Before graduating from Kalani 
High School, Lau had expe­
rienced personal triumph and 
adventure. He entered the Special 
Olympics in 1992 and received 
a gold medal in 1994 for swim­
ming. He's traveled to the Neigh­
bor Islands, been to Disneyworld 
in Florida, caught salmon in 
Alaska and sipped Starbucks in 
Seattle. -Quite impressive for a 
man that has undergone cataract 
surgery in both eyes, knee sur­
gery to straighten one leg and an 
operation to stop the growth in 
the other. 

While he may not be able to 
write his name as fast or as neat 
as you and I, he can make beau­
tiful music with his piano. 

Next time you encounter this 
mild mannered student make a 
point of it to say "Hi!" and 
spread the Aloha. Keep truckin' 
Isaac Lau! 
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F acuity For 'Em 

''Back to Normal'' 
by Keith Kashiwada 

I don't know about you, but 
every day, at least three times a 
day, I stop and mutter to myself, 
What day is it? Just ask my stu­
dents. What am I supposed to 
be doing? Anybody have their 
schedule? When's the midterm? 

ltisn'tthatl'mlosing my mind, 
although many would argue I lost 
it a long time ago, but I think I 
am just walking in a kind of fog. 
Just like the fallout from the trag­
edy on September 11, there is a 
haze in my head from which I 
am working to escape and find 
clarity. This may not happen right 
away. Words like protracted, pro­
longed, and persistent keep pop­
ping up. 

How do we rebuild our lives 
and our selves from the literal and 
figurative rubble? 

It has occurred to me that get­
ting back to normal is easier said 
than done, especially in light 
of such uncertainty. But normal 
doesn't just happen. We have to 
create, and re-create it. Accord­
ing to the American Heritage 
Dictionary of the English Lan­
guage, the derivation of the word 
is Late Latin, normalis, from 
Latin, made according to the car­
penters square, rectangular. This 
suggests a kind of measure, and 
a standard-United We Stand­
ard, I guess. I'm still not sure 
what that means. 

Am I weird for thinking what 
day it is? -Then thinking of the 
song Day-0. . . then breaking 
into "Come Mr. Taliban, tally me 
Bin Laden/Daylight come and 
me wanna go home ... " 

Probably. And I don't mean 
to make light of the situation at 

all. I know this is no laughing 
matter. 

The deal is, we are in reality 
check/wake-up call mode. And 
whenever I get a wake-up call, 
there is always that initial grog­
giness and confusion. That's it 
... CONFUSION [from Latin, 
conjusus . .. to pour together, 
mix, confound] Huh? So we 
are poured together, mixed, con­
founded, and what? Ah yes, 
we now need to sort and sep­
arate, and work toward clarity 
together. Focus. Achieve that 
state called "Normal. I know we 
will all get there soon enough. 
How long will it take? I dunno. 
.. what day is it today? 

Service Learning at KCC 
by Tevita Toutaiolepo 

Students who fall under the 
category of the undecided major 
should consider getting involved 
with KCC's Service Learning 
programs. KCC, involved with 
Service Learning since 1994, 
offers a wide variety of programs 
that are built to help the com­
munity and open new pathways 
of direction and opportunity for 
students. 

Generally a student gets 
involved with a program of ser­
vice, helps the community in 
some shape or form and learns 
from the experience in ways that 
cannot be taught in classrooms. 
The programs are diverse; falling 

into the categories of Environ­
ment, Lifelong Learning, Health, 
and Community. These Catego­
ries branch off to even more and 
offer students a broader array of 
choices. 

The head of Service Learning 
is Phoenix Lundstrom, her office 
is Olona 118. 

Students may find themselves 
teaching English to the elderly or 
tutoring children in an elemen­
tary school, or better yet, tutoring 
their fellow KCC peers. A stu­
dent may spend time in a hospital 
or get involved with protecting 
Hawaii's environment. Through 
these experiences hearts my be 
touched and lives changed for­
ever. Students get an opportu-

nity to see life in front of them, 
to experience the world and not 
just learn it through lectures 
and homework. Students whose 
majors are undecided and any 
other students alike can receive 
vast avenues of career choices, 
choices of majors and an over­
all experience of life, just by 
giving a little time to the com­
munity. You never know what is 
out there until you try. The truth 
is out there. 

Students interested may con­
tact Service Learning Coordi­
nator, Phoenix Lundstrom, in 
OZona 118 or call734-9285. Her 
E-mail is kccserve@hawaii.edu 

City & County of Denver 
Denver, CO 

Police 

-Employment Opportunities­
$30k or more plus excellent benefits 

Call (720) 913-3390 today or visit www.denvergov.org/recruit for details! 

6 



Kapi'o 

Tuition Waivers for KCC 
students available 

by Staff 

Times are tough, that's for 
sure. And while the UHCC 
system is trying to pinch pen­
nies and is freezing and/or cut­
ting some student employment 
positions, the UH administration 
is trying to help out by making 
more tuition waivers available 
to students. 

The UH administration is in 
the process of establishing pol­
icies and procedures for the 
tuition waivers to assist students 
affected by any lay-off due to the 
September 11 disasters. These 
waivers will be need-based and 
effective Spring 2002. These 
special waivers are not guaran­
teed to be renewable beyond the 
spring 2002 semester. 

Procedures will be finalized 

and a formal announcement will 
be made after approval by the 
Board of Regents. 

Individuals who plan to apply 
for the special 9-11 waivers are­
encouraged to apply for admis­
sion to a UH campus, if they 
have not already done so, and 
apply for student financial assis­
tance by completing the Free 
Application for Federal Student 
Aid (FAFSA)] as soon as possi­
ble. 

For the KCC campus, the con­
tact office is the Financial Aid 
Office in 'llima 104. Glen Taketa 
is our financial aid officer and 
can be reached at 734-9536. 
Students may also call Mona 
Lee, Dean of Student Services, 
at 734-9522 for further informa­
tion and help. 

Ka_pi'o's 
Ghost Story 
Contest 

The Kapi'o is once again 
sponsoring a Ghost Story con­
test, so all you creative geniuses 
better get to work on writing the 
best stories ever! Entries will be 
judged by faculty members and 
the winners' stories will be pub­
lished in the Kapi'o. The win­
ners will also receive prizes that 
may include cash or gift certifi­
cates. The contest is open only to 
students enrolled at Kapi'olani 
Community College. 

The stories must be fictional 
and the writer's own original 
work i.e.: no copying! Stories 
should not exceed five pages 
and must be accompanied by an 
entry form. 

The deadline for entries is Sat­
urday, October 19. Entries are 
to be submitted to the Kapi'o 
office in Lama 118 or to Instruc­
tor Mavis Hara's tray in the Arts 
and Sciences Department Office 
inKalialOl. 

Changes in 
505 work­
shops sched­
ule 

We've been informed that 
there are a couple of changes in 
the Secrets of Success Workshop 
schedule: 

How to Improve Your Vocab­
ulary. Mavis Hara shows how 
to develop a bigger vocabulary, 
Monday, October 15, 12:15-1:15 
p.m., lliahi 228F. 

Are You Ready for an Online 
Course? Jimmy Shimabukuro 
tells you what you need to 
know to prepare for and do well 
in an online course, Monday, 
Novbember 5, 12:15-1:15 p.m. , 
Iliahi 228F. 

For further information on 
how to register for these work­
shops, contact Gail Harada, at 
734-9342. 
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• Enjoy a fabulous array of 

Bavarian Foods & Spirits! 

• Dance to the music of 

the Edelweiss Band! 

• Enter to win a fabulous 

Grand Prize!* 

TIMES & ADMISSION 

Thesday I Wednesday I Thursday 
6 pm-12 am 

$5 

Friday I Saturday 
6 pm-1 am 

$8 
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USE OF COFFEE MAKERS 
ON CAMPUS 
This past weekend, a coffee 
maker was left on in one of 
the buildings. The coffee in the 
glass container had solidified and 
hardened. Fortunately, Security 
noticed it and one of the aux­
iliary staff was called in from 
home on Sunday to shut it off. 
To date, this is· the FOURTH 
incident where a coffee maker 
was left on in an unoccupied 
building. One of these incidents 
resulted in a fire that caused con­
siderable damage to Naio. We 
were fortunate that no one was 
injured. 
John Messina, head of Auxiliary 
Services, is asking that the 
Department Chairs set up a 
system for making the staff/ 
faculty responsible for turning off 
coffee makers. Have an assigned 
person shut off and unplug the 
machine at a set time every eve­
ning. Do whatever is necessary 
to prevent this from happening 
again. The next time a coffee 
maker is left on, we may not be 
as fortunate. 

Be A "Sunny Buddy" 
"Sunny Buddies" is a program 
designed to pair a volunteer and 
a person with mental retardation. 
The goal is to foster a meaningful 
friendship and increase commu­
nity awareness about this spe­
cial population. If you would like 
more information regarding vol­
unteer work and are over the age 
of 18, please ca'll Reiko Kayas­
hima at 735-5031. 

Presenting ... 
BENEATH THE VEIL 

K.C.C. faculty and students join 
us for a 50 minute presentation of 
CNN's Beneath The Veil: Inside 
The Taliban 's Afghanistan. Fol­
lowed by talks, a discussion and 
distribution of pertinent literature 

Thursday, Oct. 4, 10:45-1 p.m., 
'Ohi'a 118. Please contact Eric 
Denton at 734-9707 or Pierre 
Asselin at 734-9414 for details 

BLOOD DRIVE ON THURS­
DAY,OCT.4 
The first of two blood drives this 
semester will be held on Octo­
ber 4, 9 a.m.-2 p.m., Parking Lot 
E (Between Olapa and Olona). 
If you would like a represen­
tative from the Hawaii Blood 
Bank to make a presentation in 
your class or office, please con­
tact Winnie at 284-2575. 
If you would like a sign-up list, 
call 734-9285 and one will be 
brought to you. 

"THE MAKING OF 
MODERN BURMA" AN 
INTERACTIVE CDROM 
NOW AVAILABLE 
Dr. Carl Hefner, KCC Anthro­
pology instructor, in collabora­
tion with UH Manoa historian, · 
Dr. Michael Aung-Thwin, has 
just digitally mastered a inter­
active CDROM on the history 
and culture of Burma. This CD, 
which debuted at the annual 
Association for Asian Studies 
conference, and features his­
torical and cultural information 
of interest to anyone studying 
Southeast Asia. Included are 
many of the important geograph­
ical regions of the area including 
maps and photos. A unique fea­
ture of this CD is that many of 
the cultural concepts and ideas 
are also in the Burmese lan­
guage. This CDROM is avail­
able for Mac or PC and can 
be obtained by contacting the 
Center for Southeast Asian Stud­
ies at UH Manoa: 956-2676 or 
emailing cseas@hawaii.edu. 

Free CD Giveaway 
Visit FightCloud.com. This pro­
motion and distribution com-

pamy promotes new artists by 
giving their CDs away, free. 

Heads Up to Moviemaker 
Wannabes 
By Kyra Poppler 
The 'Ohina Short Film Show­
case is just around the comer! It 
is free to the public and will be 
held at the Honolulu Academy 
of Art Theatre on Oct. 5 and 6. 
Many people might quite possi­
bly be getting a taste of the film­
making bug. What can you do 
about it? Plenty! 
Right here at KCC, the Art pro­
gram has many classes for the 
aspiring film connoisseur. First 
there's Art 209, Image in Motion 
class which has launched KCC 
student Michelle Poppler into the 
showcase with her film, "Ban­
ished." There is the fairly young 
New Media Arts program, a sub­
sidiary to the mother Art Depart­
ment, the only program like it in 
the state system. This gives KCC 
students a chance to take advan­
tage of other wannabe movie­
makers. But do you have your 
camcorder and are already to 
go? 
This year the 'Ohina Short Film 
Showcase is sponsoring a one­
day workshop for you cinema­
tographers in training! 
Here's the gist: On October 13 at 
the Honolulu Academy of Arts 
Theatre "Flashback 1999," with 
introduction by Jason Suapaia 
will be held from 12-1 p.m. 
Admission is $10. 
A look back at selected short 
films from 1999 'Ohina Short 
Film Showcase will also be held 
on October 13 from 1:30 to 2:45 
p.m. There will be a panel discus­
sion with producers and writers 
including Dana Hankins, Jean­
nie Ishikawa, Irish Barber, Lee 
Cataluna, Robert Bates and Cam 
Eason. 
3-4 p.m. "Flashback 2000" with 
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Employment Opportunities ll~ 
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Mayto Sales, Hawaii 
251 Mikauea Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96819 
The makers of Crystal Shave 
Ice are looking for a packer/ 
processor of frozen ice desserts. 
Drivers license and clean abstract 
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required. Interested candidates 
should be able to lift up to 50 
lbs., scheduli1;tg dependent upon 
student's school schedule. Start­
ing pay: $7-8/hr. Call 845-2305 
for application appointment. 

Leahi Hospital 
In-patient Long-term Care 

lnservice Coordinator AsstJ 
Student Helper I 

Student help is needed for gen­
eral office work, filing, posting, 
xerox copying, and recording 
keeping. Computer knowledge 
helpful. 
Qualifications: Must be a full 

time college student (verifica­
tion required). Previous office 
experience desired. 
Please call Detta Maukala at 
733-7971. 

VACANCY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

FROM A RAINBOW OF 
OPPORTUNITIES 

Position: Library Asst. IV SR-09, 
BU-03 Pos. No.: 13541 Loca­
tion: Hamilton Library, Manoa. 
Deadline: 10/4/01. 

Position: Janitor ill, WS-02, 
BU-01 Pos. No.: 21815. Loca­
tion: Kahului, Maui. Deadline: 
10/4/01. 
Position: Cashier I SR-10, 
BU-03. Pos. No.: 112430. Loca­
tion: Manoa Campus. Deadline: 
10/4/01. 
Position: Clerk Typist II SR 08, 

BU-03. Pos. No.: 22335, Loca­
tion: Manoa Campus. Deadline: 
10/3/01 

CONTINUOUS 
RECRillTMENT UNTIL 

NEEDS ARE MET 
Position: Med Transcriptionist 
SR-12, Pos. No.: MMMC0159, 
Location: Maui Memorial Med. 
Cntr., Wailuku, Maui. 
Position: Dietary Aide BC-03, 
Pos. No.: MMMC 0157, Loca­
tion: Maui Memorial Med.Cntr., 
Wailuku, Maui. 
Position: Resp. Therapy Asst II 
HE-08. Pos. No.: MMMC 0158. 
Location: Maui Memorial Med. 
Cntr., Wailuku, Maui. 
Position: Dietitian IV, V SR-22, 
SR-24. Pos. No.: MMMC 0154, 
MMMC 0155. Location: Maui 
Memorial Med. Cntr., Wailuku, 
Maui. 
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JeffKatts. 
4:15-5:30 p.m., panel discussion 
with directors and actors. 
6-7 p.m. Up-in-coming with 
introduction by Jeff Katz 
Four Independent filmmakers 
will also be showcasing clips of 
their films still in production. 
Between 7:15-9:30 p.m., an 
encore presentation of the 2001 
'Ohina Showcase will be held. 
If you would like any further 
information on the showcase 
itself or the workshop, please 
feel free to call the Honolulu 
Academy of Arts at 532-8700. 
For more information on the New 
Media Arts program at KCC you 
may call, Violet Murakami at 
734-9378. 
For further information on the 
'Ohina Festival please refer to 
page 3. 

UH STUDENT FOOTBALL 
TICKET SALE FOR FALL 
2001 
Good news! The UH Athletic 
Department is once again making 
individual $3 UH student foot­
ball tickets available to KCC 
students, the same as last year. 
UH Community College stu­
dents will be allowed to pur­
chase the $3 ticket with a valid 
student ID. For Kapi' olani CC 
students, they only need to pres­
ent a valid photo ID (Hawaii 
driver's license, State ID, Mil­
itary ID) together with their 
pink -colored tuition fee receipt 
at any of the following locations: 
the Stan Sherriff Center Ticket 
Office; Aloha Stadium Box 
Office; and UH-Manoa Campus 
Center Information and Ticket 
Services Office. One ticket per 
valid student ID, limit of five 
!D's/tickets per person. That is, 
one person can bring four other 
valid student ID's with his/her 
own and purchase up to five 
discounted $3 tickets. A $1 ser-

vice charge, in addition to the $3 
ticket price, will be assessed at 
the UH-Manoa Campus Center. 
As a reminder, the valid student 
ID (Fall 2001 KCC pink tuition 
fee receipt AND a valid photo 
ID) must also be presented when 
using a $3 UH student football 
ticket as KCC students enter the 
Aloha Stadium. 

Program and Advising Infor­
mation for KCC Pre-nursing 
Students 

By Kawehi Haug 
Students interested in KCC's pre­
nursing program are encouraged 
to first attend a general infor­
mation session that provides the 
student with information about 
the specific requirements for 
the program. Brochures and 
monthly information session 
schedules are available in the 
Nursing Department, Kopiko 
201 , the College Information 
Office, Ilima 105c, and the Coun­
seling Center Ilima 103. Call 
734-9300 to request by mail. 
It is also recommended that 
students see an advisor prior 
to enrollment. Fifteen-minute 
walk-in advising sessions are 
seen on a first come, first serve 
basis. Doreen Akamine is avail­
able for walk-in appointments 
Wednesdays, from 1 Oa.m. -1 p.m. 
(changes on a monthly basis) 
in Kopiko 228. Bree McKenzie 
Cabanilla is available for walk-in 
appointments Wednesdays, from 
1-4p.m. in Kopiko 231. Advisors 
are also available by appoint­
ment. It is recommended, prior 
to 'seeing an advisor, that stu­
dents have 1.) Attended a gen­
eral .'information session, 2.) A 
student copy of their transcripts, 
and 3.) Placement test scores, if 
new. Please go to Kopiko 201 to 
schedule an appointment or call 
734-9305. 

tion} go to the Job Placement Office at '!lima 103 

Position: Hospital Billing Clerk I 
SR-09, Pos. No.: MMMC 0149, 
Location: Maui Memorial Med. 
Cntr., Wailuku, Maui. 
Positiop: Nuclear Med Tech 
SR-20. Pos. No.: MMMC0146. 
Location: Maui Memorial Med. 
Cntr., Wailuku, Maui. 
Positiol): Laundry Mgr. F103 
Pos. No.: MMMC 0147, Loca­
tion: Maui Memorial Med. Cntr., 
Wailuku, Maui. 
Position: Xray Asst. SR-10 
Pos. No.: : MMMC 0151, Loca­
tion: Maui Memorial Med. Cntr., 
Wailuku, Maui. 
Position: Personnel Clerk ill 
SR-09. Pos. No.: MMMC 0153 
Location: Maui Memorial Med. 
Cntr., Wailuku, Maui. 
Position: Clerk ill SR -08 Pos. 
No.: MMMC 0156. Location: 
Maui Memorial Med. Cntr., Wai­

. luku, Maui. 

Position: Credit & Collection 
Clerk SR-13. Pos. No.: MMMC 
0148. Location: Maui Memorial 
Med. Cntr., Wailuku,Maui. 
Positi~n: Clerical Supervisor ill 
SR-14. Pos. No.: MMMC 0150 
Location: Maui Memorial Med. 
Cntr., Wailuku, Maui. 
Position: Social Worker ill 
SR-20. Pos. No.: MMMC 0152 
Location: Maui Memorial Med. 
Cntr., Wailuku, Maui. 
Position: Cert. Nurse's Aide 
HE-02, . HE~04, Pos. No.: 
MMMC 0105, MMMC 0106. 
Location: Maui Memorial Med. 
Cntr., Wailuku, Maui. 
A copy of the complete vacancy 
announcement is available via 
the OHR home page, http:// 
www2.hawaii.edu/khmr/ohr/ 
civilsvc/vacancy.htm, or in the 
Personnel Office 
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