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Halo ) Review: 
Master Chief makes his next-generation debut 

By Christopher Yee 
Layout by Taressa Ishimi 

When the Master Chief first stormed across the orig­
inal Xbox six years ago, battling alien soldiers on that 
mysterious ring known as Halo, he didn't just star in a 
game, he created an identity. The original "Halo" set the 
tone for the Microsoft Xbox, allowing it to gain popu­
larity and establish Microsoft as a force in the video 
game market. "Halo" was a solid first person shooter 
(FPS) that delivered strong mechanics, an epic story 
campaign and is considered one of the best multiplayer 
(both competitive and cooperative) games to date. Its 
successor, "Halo 2," continued the series' now legend­
ary story, introduced new characters and game play 
features as well as provided online multiplayer through 
Microsoft's Xbox Live service. 

Now making his high-definition debut on the Xbox 
360, the Master Chief begins right where the last game 
ended. The Master Chief must stop the radical leader of 
the covenant, the prophet Truth, from gaining control of 
the Halo rings and destroying earth. The story mode pro­
vides everything that has been seen in the previous games, 
specifically continuing the chain of events that began in 
"Halo 3:' The story progresses quickly and smoothly as 
the relatively brief campaign mode finds players on Earth 

to. tie up some loose ends 

as well as one of the Halo rings. Players used to 
FPS games can probably finish the campaign 

mode in about six to eight hours. 
The weapons to choose from are a 

healthy mix of old standards from the 
previous games as well as several new 

including a large 
club wielded by the 

Covenant's Brute com­
manders and the Marine's 

Spartan Laser. Also new to the game are several new gre­
nades as well as a series of items that can be used on a whim 
including portable shield generators, automatic turrets and 
radar jammers. The series' famed vehicles are also back 
with a couple new vehicles on both sides being introduced. 

The controls have been moved around for the Xbox 
360's controller, making things a bit tricky to get used to 
if one is accustomed to the original Xbox's controller. The 
two shoulder buttons have important functions of either 
choosing grenade types or reloading individual weap­
ons using the dual-wield ability that was introduced in 
"Halo 2." The new item system has been automatically 

to the X button, which can be a pain to those used 
to using X to reload weapons. Due to the button change 
many bubble-shields have been mistakenly used when 
attempting to reload. 

Multi player is largely the same as in "Halo 2;' with Xbox 
Live playing a huge role in how the game is structured. Up 
to sixteen players are allowed in competitive multiplayer 
with game modes ranging from the typical Slayer (death 
match) and capture-the-flag to a new mode named Infec­
tion. Cooperative story mode multiplayer, a feature that has 
defined the series since the original, has been improved, 
allowing four players to work together instead of only two. 

The graphics for the game are great; the Master Chief has 
a new shine to him as does the other playable character, the 

Arbiter. Many of the enemy units show a new level of detail 
not found in the previous games. The outdoor levels look 
absolutely stunning, with great use of light and a good 
deal of thought to the layout of the levels. However, the 
indoor levels suffer from repetition and generally feel a 
little on the cramped side. This has been a problem for 
the series in the past. 

The audio in "Halo 3" should set the standard for all 
games. Not only are the sound effects spot on, but the 
chatter that both the human Marines as well as the Cov­
enant soldiers engage in is both busy and humorous. Top 

that off with one of the greatest sound tracks ever in a 
game and "Halo 3" has everything that a Hollywood 
sci-fi film should have. 

In order to enhance the campaign mode, "Halo 3" 

adds two features that seek to challenge players. The first 
is a scored mode where points are awarded for kills as 
well as deducted for player deaths. The second is skull 
hunting where there are several skulls hidden in each 
stage that the player can find. The skulls are then turned, 
into game play tweaks that make the campaign mode 
more difficult. Adjustments include removing the aiming 
crosshairs and no shield-recharge unless the player uses 
a melee attack among others. 

The game itself comes packaged in threes. A stan­
dard version that has just the game, a limited version 
that includes one behind-the-scenes DVD and a Leg­
endary version, that includes two extra DVDs as well 
as the now infamous replica Spartan helmet, worn by 
the Master Chief. One of the features of the Legendary 
edition is the inclusion of all the major story sequences 
from both "Halo" and "Halo 2" re-mastered for the 
release of "Halo 3." The video lasts over an hour and a 
half which can effectively brief any player not familiar 
with what events had transpired in the past. However, 
these videos are hardly re-mastered and suffer from 
horrible video compression that looks like a YouTube 
video on a plasma TV. The other features on both discs 
are meaty and are high quality. 

"Halo 3" bleeds quality from all angles, but it's one of 
those games that follows a specific formula . The standard 
set by its predecessors, has been copied verbatim and 
largely, it succeeds. However, the shortcomings of the series 
in general are just as blatant as they were in the past. But for 
"Halo;' it has always been a complete package, and "Halo 3" 

brings the trilogy to a dramatic conclusion. 
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OSA: 
Continued from page 1 

Tomomi Ito said, ''I'm not motivated 
to go to a workshop. I don't want to 
just see Power Point stuff' She would 
consider attending a demonstration­
style workshop, for instance, on how 
to cook quick meals. 

According to Clur, the workshop 
format depends on the presenter 
and the topic; however, many of 
the workshops are very interactive. 
During a stress reduction workshop, 
each person tried different stress 
relief methods while following the 
presenters' instructions, Clur said. 
Later the participants discussed 
what methods worked for them and 
which ones did not. 

The upcoming workshop is on 
Oct. 10. Carissa Poon, nutrition 
education forwellness project coor­
dinator at UH-Manoa cooperative 

extension service, will discuss tips 
on healthy eating. Poon will also 
demonstrate portion size and food 
choices using the "Produce a Plate" 
method. This method is based on 
a three-compartment plate, which 
visually shows the individual how 
much food is the right amount. 

"Students, as well as working 
people, are usually very busy and do 
not always have time to think about 
what to eat and if it's healthful or 
not;' Poon said. "Hopefully the con­
cepts I will be going over will make 
those food choices a little easier:' 

Visit www.ctahr.hawaii.edu/NEWI 
pap/ to learn more about the "Pro­
duce a Plate" method. For more 
information on the workshop series 
or OSA surveys, call 734-9576. Or, 
for a list of upcoming campus events, 
visit osa.kcc.hawaii.edu 
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STEM: 
Continued from page I 

is to transfer," said John Rand, director 
of the STEM program and coordinator 
of the engineering department 

"With the AA, students have to 
jump through all these hoops in 
order to get the AA that don't really 
apply to their major. With this 
degree, all those hoops are directly 
in line with your major you don't 
have to do anything extra outside 
your major;' Rand said. 

According to Isaiah Iaea, biology 
major and researcher in the STEM 
program, students are often forced 
into getting their AA because a lot 
of four-year STEM majors aren't set 
for liberal arts and they may waste 
their time. "This gives students the 
opportunity to get into these kind 
of programs in a community col­
lege and that's good. This degree is 
definitely a good thing;' Iaea said. 

The degree requires a total of 
60 credits. The requirements vary 
depending on which way a student 

decides to concentrate thefr degree. 
On top of the required courses 
there are a number of electives 
students can choose from that will 
transfer to a four-year institution. 
Rand believes that students can 
shape what they want the degree to 
become with their electives. 

"With the AA, students wouldn't 
be able to get into some of these 
courses to determine whether or 
not they want to major in it. That's 
what brought this degree about, 
moving the core (classes) around 
and getting the kids more enriched 
in the intense science courses;' 
Rand said. 

According to Brenner Wai, global 
environmental major, the degree in 
natural sciences is definitely good 
for students who are looking to 
pursue a career in the science field. 
"I got my AA from here (KCC), but 
if I had the choice I would have the 
done the AS;' Wai said. 

Moeng believes that this degree 
will encourage more students to 
start in a two-year institution. 
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There are officially seven stu­
dents who have enrolled in the 
degree program. According to 
Rand, by the end of this semes­
ter there will be two to three stu­
dents graduating with the degree. 
·"I think that this is going to grow 
really fast, a lot of students were 
waiting for this degree to come 
by;· Rand said. He also believes 
that other community colleges will 
adopt this degree or some form 
when they start seeing graduates. 

"Everything that you need for 
your bachelor's is in this degree; it's 
a no-brainer to me. It's not going to 
cost you anymore money and it's 
really aligned with helping you;' 
Rand said. 

Those who are interested or have 
questions regarding the AS degree 
in Natural Science with concen­
tration in Life Science or in Physi­
cal Science should contact John 
Rand at jrand@hawaii.edu or 
734-9433. 
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