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Varying views on new.stem cell procedure 
Pre-implantation 
genetic diagnosis may 
help prevent possible 
genetic disorders. 
By Mike Hewitt 
STAFF WRITER 

Reproductive science through in 
vitro fertilization has enabled thou­
sands of couples to beat natural 
infertility and have children. More 
importantly, it is now also possible to 
choose specific characteristics either 
present or lacking in our children. 
A Sept. 3, 2006 New York Times 
article told the story of Chad Kings­
bury, whose two-year old daughter 
Chloe was chosen from a petri dish 
based on a screening procedure called 
Pre-implantation Genetic Diagnosis 
(PGD). Kingsbury carries the gene for 
a hereditary form of colon cancer that 
devastated his family and he did not 
want to pass the gene to his child. 

During the PGD procedure, the 
female is artificially induced to pro­
duce more ova than normal. These 

Hawaiian: 
Continued from page 4 

Club members in collaboration 
with the Botany department, are 
in the process of establishing a 
Hawaiian Garden adjacent to the 
Manele building. 

"It's a big project but we are very 
excited to get it off the ground," 
Kealii Parker, Club President said. 

Losch reiterated that they are in 
the process of expanding the depart­
ment programs and targets to have 
new classes by next fall, including 
PACS 273 - Language and Culture 
of Polynesia. 

A student exchange program 
with Northland Polytechnic Insti­
tute of Technology in Whangarei, 
New Zealand is also part of the 
expansion plan. However, it is still 
in the exploration stage. A delega­
tion from the New Zealand institute 
recently visited the campus. Also, 
Mikaere Taitoko from the Institute 
of Technology of Waikatoa, per­
formed a Maori presentation last 
month at the center. For the past 
few years, many performing art­
ists from the Pacific Island region 
have exhibited their talents both 
for KCC students and students at 
the center for HWST and PACS at 
UH Manoa. 

Northland Polytechnic Institute 
of Technology is the region's larg­
est provider of Tertiary Education 
Institute (TEl), commonly called 
post-secondary education, which 
has provided programs from foun­
dation to degree level for the past 

26 years. 
The Malam a Hawai 'i Center cur­

rently hosts about 829 students and 
10 faculty members from Hawaiian 
Language, Hawaiian Studies and 
Pacific Islands Studies. 

ova are collected, and 12 are fertil­

ized in a petri dish. After one to three 
days, each embryo will have divided 

into at least eight cells. Scientists have 
shown through experiments with ani­

mals that any one of the eight cells 
could possibly create a human. One of 
the cells is extracted for pre-implan­
tation genetic diagnosis. The blasto­
cysts (early multicellular embryos) 
having the undesired trait in one cell 
are discarded, frozen, or donated 
for research. Two of the remaining 
embryos are then implanted in the 
human female where it is hoped that 
at least one will survive. 

Critics of Kingsbury and PGD 
point out that not everyone with the 
cancer gene actually develop cancer. 
It is also possible to develop this and 
other cancers without the predispos­
ing gene. Colon cancer is treatable if 
caught early, and almost 90 percent of 
those who do get the cancer will lead 
long, productive lives. Proper medi­
cal treatment and new medicines are 
making treatment more effective. 

Although PGD has produced many 
apparently healthy children over the 
last 10 years, it is too early to measure 
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waste a minute waiting for a pro­
fessor to show up for class, there are 
a few that would spare a moment for 
their professors. 

"If the teacher is good enough, I'd 
wait around," Lee Miyashiro said. Not 
all courses offered to students are fun, 
easy, or enjoyable so teachers play a part 
in captivating their students by making 
the relationship between students and 
their professors important 

Miyashiro said that teachers that 
make class worth going to is worth 
waiting for because of the effort that 
is put into having the students become 
comfortable with learning the course. 

"Good professors equal good learn­
ing," Miyashiro said. 

Harold Garcia said he would 
wait too. Garcia recalls an incident 
when one of his professors was 
about 30 minutes late. After arriv­
ing, students that did wait were dis­
missed and awarded extra points. 

Professors and teachers may be 
late sometimes but still, there are 
other opportunities for students 
to get information. Whether it be 
encouraging students to visit during 
offices hours or spending sometime 
after class, professors and teachers 
are willing to provide for students. 
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A researcher feeds these stem cells in hopes that they can learn to develop nerve, 
blood, bone, and other kinds of cells to treat a wide spectrum of diseases. 

long term or intergenerational effects. wealthy, and would encourage potential 
Religious conservatives argue human discrimination based on gender, disabili­
life begins at the moment of conception, ties, non-fatal disease, or with any other 
so for them it is wrong even to create perceived genetic flaw. 
embryos to intentionally kill most of Others who carry the gene being 
them. Costs of the PGD procedure are screened for have a more personal 
at least $25,000, so another argument objection to the procedure because 
against PGD is that it unfairly the it means they and their descendants 

might not have existed. 
"It's like children are admitted to 

a family only if they pass the test," 
said Denise Toeckes, a 32-year old 
teacher who tested positive for a 
breast cancer mutation, in the New 
York Times article. "It's like, 'If you 
have a gene, we don't want you; if 
you have the potential to develop 
cancer, you can't be in our family.'" 

As the genetics testing options 
increase, the controversy magnifies. 
In India, male babies are often pref­
ered, so PGD as part of in vitro fertil­
ization usually eliminates potentially 
female embryos. Fertility Institutes of 
Los Angeles, Las Vegas and Mexico 
claims 2,400 cases of successful 
gender selection with a 99.99 percent 
prediction of accuracy. They take an 
extra step to select only certain sperm 
for fertilization. At least 130 diseases 
and simple genetic factors have been 
identified from PGD use. 
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Library: 
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Students use the library not only as 

a place for research, but also as a place 

to study. Those students will be forced 

to move to the ground floor, or find 

other areas on campus to study. 

"I guess I will have to study at 

home, and that is a little inconvenient," 

library user Cary Nishimura said. 

For students, going home is not 

always a good option and a quiet study 

space can be very helpful. 

"At home I get .distracted and I do 

most of my homework and studying 

in the library," library user Lodilyn 

Alcalde said. 

At this point there are no plans to 

add alternative study sites for students. 

"We are trying hard to keep the 

students on campus," said Acting 

Vice Chance1lor for Academic Affairs, 

Louise Pagotto. "We know the longer 

students are on campus the more likely 

they are to be successful." 

Students who use the lirbary as 

a study place will have to find other 

areas to study around campus. Some 

possible study areas are the cafeteria, 

benches around campus or some of 

the learning centers. 

"They (the co1lege) should give 

students who normally study on the 

second floor a place to go and study so 

they don't have to go somewhere else," 

Nishimura said. 

During the renovation the first floor 

may not be a good place to find a quiet 

Abroad: 
Continued from page 1 

The Freeman program 1s m its 

third year and according to Kiyohara, 

for the past three years the program 

has sent about 60 students abroad, 

I 0 students for each program. 

"Our chancellor wanted to give 

more opportunities to UH com­

munity college students to study 

a second language and to study in 

those countries," Kiyohara said. 

The Freeman program sends stu-

study area. According to Murata, the 

construction company will be scraping 

the second floor ceiling, removing light 

fixtures, and jack hammering the roof 

of the library. 

"There will be some noise; we are 

going to hear some of the construc­

tion," Murata said. "On some days we 

are going to post signs saying that there 

wil1 be noise in some areas." 

Although the closure of the second 

floor is an inconvenience, students 

seem to understand and are aware of 

the situation. 

"It is both good and bad; bad for a1l 
the students who need the library and 

books, but in a way it is good because 

they are renovating and creating a better 

environment for students," library user 

Krista] Zuniga said. 

The renovation will begin on Oct. 

30 and the loan of books from the 

second floor must be completed before 

Oct 27. The second floor renovation 

will last from Oct 30. to April 2007, 

then the second phase wi11 begin. Phase 

two will be a renovation to the first 

floor of the library during which most 

of the equipment available on the first 

floor will be moved to the second floor. 

A new entrance will be created on the 

second floor utilizing an emergency 

exit and making it the front door to the 

library. This jx>rtion of the project will 

last fromApri12007 to August 2007. 

For more information about the 
renovation and services available, visit 
the library or the library Web site at 
http :I I library.kcc .hawaii.edu/main/ 

dents to China, Japan, and Korea. 

Students who are interested in the 

program have to fiJI up an applica­

tion. According to Kiyohara, the stu­

dents' applications are looked over, 

and a selected amount of students 

will be called in for interviews. The 

final selection wi1l be based on their 

writing scores and interviews. 

"The students often express 

that they enjoy studying the differ­

ent cultures, food, lifestyles, and 

campus life," Kiyohara said. "When 

they return, they have a stronger 

focus and more self-confidence." 

Etiquette 
Continued from page I 

what is expected. 
"1'11 talk to them and tel1 them 

what I expect if they don't already 

know," Cortiguera said. He was 

referring to what irritates him the 

most when it comes to students' eti­

quette: cell phones and text messag­

ing in class. He said that students do 

not realize that we (instructors) can 

see them trying to text message each 

other under the desks . 

"We're dealing with tools that 

can lead to safety concerns that can 

involve themselves and others," 

Ronald Takahashi said. Like Cor­

tiguera, Takahashi of the Culinary 

Arts Department agrees that stu­

dents should have a sense of proper 

etiquette, whether it is mentioned 

or not, because the culinary pro-

gram along with the Health Ser­

vices program function differently 

from the Liberal Arts Department's 

expected procedures. 

Many students also feel that 

c1assroom behavior and etiquette 

are important. A student mentioned 

that in the beginning of the semester 

some professors do not necessarily 

mention rules because the type of 

behavior expected is considered to 

be common sense. 

According to students who were 

asked whether they should be told the 

rules or not, three out of five students 

say they prefer to be told. Students 

feel that consideration for other stu­

dents ' learning time and school work 

is important. They also feel that the 

biggest problem among them is the 

use of cell phones in class. 

"I think students should turn 

it (cell phones) off and if it's on 

silent they shouldn't search for 

it in their bags," a student who 

wanted to remain anonymous com­

mented. She also said that it is the 

most irritating sound to hear when 

trying to learn and listen to a pro­

fessor during a lecture. 

"Some of my consequences 

involve point deduction and or grade 

deduction," Takahashi said. Because 

there are different standards among 

the different departments and pro­

grams, it is up to the individual pro­

fessors to follow the standards and 

weigh them accordingly. Students are 

not perfect and sometimes need to be 

counseled on their behavior. 

"Students don ' t realize that they 

are not in high school anymore," 

Takahashi said. He feels that pro­

fessors and students should not take 

up time with common sense issues 

like classroom etiquette, which he 

feels take away class time that can be 

better spent on learning. 

At Hawai'i Pacific University, yo'lJ can enroll in 
challenging academic programs, work one-on­
one with professors who are experts in their 

fields, and form lasting friendships with students 
from all SO states and more than .I 00 countries .. 

For more information call 544 ... 0269 
or go to www.hpu .. edu/transfer 
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