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The Gambler
keeps you
turning the
page

By Jane Wong-Rosengarten
STAFF WRITER

Fyodor Dostoevsky is a name
often synonymous with Russian lit-
erature as he frequently addresses
his concerns and experiences of
late 19th century Russia. There is
perhaps no better reference to the
gambling addiction in Russia during
Dostoevsky’s days as The Gambler,
a dramatic account of a young man’s
addiction to gambling. Many Rus-
sians, poor and the wealthy alike,
were condemned to poverty, even to
death in some cases, all in the name
of a gamble.

Alexey Ivanovitch is a young man
hired by a Russian general to be a
tutor for his children. Ivanovitch’s
problems begin with his love for the
general’s stepdaughter, Polina Alex-
androvna.

In the opening chapters, Alexan-
drovna gives Ivannovitch money,
asking him to take it to the casino,
insisting that he brings back the
winnings for her. Out of love for
the young woman, Ivanovitch reluc-
tantly does as he is told.

“Though I had made up my mind
that I would not play. I had not pro-
posed to play for other people. It
rather threw me out of my reckon-
ing, and I went into the gambling
saloon with very disagreeable feel-
ings.”

He tries in vain to find out what
the money is needed for, and why
with such urgency. The need for
the money is later revealed with
the arrival of the children’s grand-
mother, whose death is anticipated
through daily telegrams sent to
Moscow by the general.

The old lady is an obnoxious
woman, even around her family.
She orders them around and is not
afraid to offend anyone with her
critical tongue. Ivanovitch soon
becomes grandmother’s advisor at
the gambling tables of the casino,
and is blamed for her tremendous
losses, placing him in a compromis-
ing position with the general who
pleads, “Alexey Ivanovitch, forgive
me for beginning as I did just now. I
did not mean that at all... I beg you,
I beseech you, I bow down before
you in Russian style -- you alone,
you alone can save us.”

The act of gambling is so appeal-
ing to Alexey more because of the
thrill and risk that comes with it
than the winnings that could come
from it. He refers to the addiction as
a disease.

In this short novel, Dostoevsky
does an excellent job with character
development and flawlessly binds
the unique relationships that each
character has with another. Those
who are too intimidated by the bulk
that comes with Crime and Punish-
ment will be pleased to find The
Gambler an entertaining and pleas-
ant read.

Hero: Visually stunning story telling, and
thought provoking as well

By David Namiki
STAFF WRITER

Hero is a mythical tale of cour-
age and sacrifice amid love and war,
which you can enjoy for the sheer
beauty of its presentation. It’s also
a mystery story that poses a linguis-
tic conundrum, the answer of which
leads to an unexpected consequence
for the movie’s lone protagonist.

The initial question is how exactly
a minor official known only as
Nameless (Jet Li) came to defeat
several enemies of the ancient Qin
Empire. The truth is sought by the
King of Qin (Daoming Chen) a wily,
but apparently anti-intellectual, ruler
who sits isolated in his palace while
a sea of ready soldiers stand guard
in the courtyard outside. His impe-
rialistic ambitions start with the con-
quest of the Seven Kingdoms (not
yet China), after which he plans to
standardize and rid the Chinese writ-
ing system of all its ambiguities.

We are told early on that news of
Nameless’ heroic deeds has granted
him the privilege of entering the
King’s palace, where the two of
them discuss what has transpired.
Flashbacks indicate that after Name-
less disposes of his first opponent, a
rebel named Sky (Donnie Yen) at a
chess parlor, he goes to a calligraphy
school in the desert to confront the
other two. They are Broken Sword
(Tony Leung Chiu Wai) and Flying
Snow (Maggie Cheung) who now
hone their sword fighting skills
by practicing calligraphy. Several
versions of what happens there are
presented, which adds an element
of interest to the film, but this is not
the real issue. The central mystery
lies in the meaning of a written char-
acter containing two words, “Our
Land” (or three words, “All Under
Heaven,” if you can find a copy of
the more literally accurate Hong
Kong version), and how this callig-
raphy relates to swordsmanship.

The casting is superb, with Li
venturing a few more speaking
lines than he does in his usual stoic
action hero roles, while his martial
arts skills give credibility to even
the exaggerated slow-mo, wire-
fu fighting sequences. Leung and
Cheung, as they have done so well
on the big screen before, are spiri-
tual soul mates who disagree on how
to deal with their enemy, the king.
Ziyi Zhang as their hot-blooded,
always loyal servant, Moon, brings a
spark to every scene she appears in.
Director Yimou Zhang positions his
camera to draw the viewer into each
character’s situation, while gratify-
ing geometric arrangements and
prominent coloring (which has some
Confucianist significance) add to
the visual brilliance. Hero, at times,
resembles Crouching Tiger, Hidden
Dragon, but takes an extra turn or
two with cerebral excursions, such
as a pre-duel battle fought in the
minds of the participants, complete
with raindrops and traditional guqin

musical accompaniment.

About the attachment of Quentin
Tarrantino’s name to the U.S. the-
ater version: when he learned about
Miramax Films’ plan to release the
film here with 20 minutes of foot-
age deleted, he lobbied for it to be
kept at full length. They agreed to
not cut anything, in exchange for
Tarantino lending his name for mar-
keting purposes. Thus, Tarantino
is the presenter, who had no part in
the production. Don’t expect a Kill
Bill, Vol. 111, though some of the sur-
realistic visions of this film do have
a Tarantino-compatible feel about
them.

You might not get all the symbol-

ism, nor agree with the subtitle trans-
lations, and might even object to the
political suggestions of this moralis-
tic tale, but you will likely keep your

eyes on the screen throughout. It is,
after all, a very watchable story of
how a nameless orphan can grow up
to become a legendary hero.

~ Sign up for the University
~ of Hawaii/Chaminade
 University Student Plan
tnday. For more mformatmn
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Seventeen work-
shops: “Secrets
of Success”

These workshops give additional skills and
resources to assist KCC students in getting

through college. Go to http://library.kcc.

hawaii.edu/SOS for more information.

Textbook Reading Strategies:
Wednesday, September 8, 2004
(12:15 pm - 1:15 pm in Lama 116)
Dianne Ida reveals ways to read
your textbooks more efficiently and
effectively.

Thinking Through History:
Monday, September 13, 2004
(12:15 pm - 1:15 pm in Lama 116)
Colette Higgins and Brian Cassity
share ways to get a better perspec-
tive on history.

Math and Testing Anxiety:
Wednesday, September 15, 2004
(12:15 pm - 1:15 pm in Lama 116)
John Flanigan suggest ways to cope
with anxiety that can interfere with
college success.

Career Decision Making:
Wednesday, September 15, 2004
(12:15 pm — 1:30 pm in Ilima 104)
Gemma Williams and Geoffrey
Jones share ways to chart your
career pathways.

Better Spelling:

Monday, September 20, 2004
(12:15 pm - 1:15 pm in Lama 116)
Krista Hiser offers you a few help-
ful ways to improve your spelling.

Self Improvement (Video Series
1):

Thursday, September 23, 2004
(12:15 pm — 1:30 pm in Ilima 104)
What you can do to better prepare
yourself for the future.

Learning Styles:

Monday, September 27, 2004
(12:15 pm - 1:15 pm in Lama 116)
Colette Higgins shows how know-
ing your learning style can help you
maximize your academic success.

Time Management:

Wednesday, September 29, 2004
(12:15 pm - 1:15 pm in Lama 116)
Guy Inaba offers suggestions to
help better manage your time.

Improve Your Vocabulary:
Monday, October 4, 2004

(12:15 pm - 1:15 pm in Lama 116)
Mavis Hara shows you how to
develop your vocabulary.

Communication Skills:
Wednesday, October 6, 2004 (12:15
pm - 1:15 pm in Lama 116)

Keith Kashiwada demonstrates
effective communication skills.

Focus II:

Wednesday October 6, 2004
(12:15 pm — 1:30 pm in Ilima
202A) Focus II is a computerized
Career and Educational Planning
system that allows individuals

to analyze their career planning
needs, assess their interests,
skills, and values, search for and
analyze occupations based on
work values, educational level,
and their personality. Pre-Signup
in Ilima 104

Library Research Skills :
Thursday, October 21, 2004
(12:15 pm - 1:15 pm in Lama 116)
Guy Inaba will show you how to
do basic research for your term
papers and research projects.

Myers/Briggs Type Indicators:
Thursday, October 21, 2004
(12:15 pm — 1:30 pm in Ilima
202A) This is a personality
inventory that serves as a tool
for self-discovery, growth, and
development.

Transfering Soon?

Thursday, November 4, 2004
(12:15 pm — 1:30 pm in Ilima 104)
Gemma Williams addresses
strategies for a successful
transfer, a glossary of transfer
terms, information about transfer
events, and frequently asked
questions about transferring to
another college.

Are You Ready for an Online
Course?

Monday, November 15, 2004
(12:15 pm - 1:15 pm in Lama 116)
Jimmy Shimabukuro tells you
what you need to know to prepare
for and do well in an online
course.

Myers/Briggs Type Indicators:
Thursday, November 24, 2004
(12:15 pm ~ 1:30 pm in Ilima
202A) This is a personality
inventory that serves as a tool for
self-discovery, growth, and devel-
opment.

Careers in the Sciences Engineer-
ing:

Wednesday, December 2, 2004
(12:15 pm — 1:30 pm in Ilima 104)
Gemma Williams goes over what
kind of background you will
need to go into these field of
work.

Attention KCC students:
Do you have a big heart?
Do you like kids?

Would you like to make a difference in someone’s life?
If so, we need you.
Volunteers are needed to mentor to young Pacific Islanders.
Where: Palolo Elementary
When: Morning and afternoon shifts are available
Training will be provided
Qualifications: A BIG HEART

Duties: Being a friend, assisting with reading and speaking English,
and spending quality time with the children after school.

You have the opportunity to make a difference in someone’s life,
have a profound impact on the community, and incorporate this
experience into your education at Kapi’olani Community College.

If you would like to get involved, contact Millet Salcedo or Richard
Chandler at 734-9514, email us at kccshine@hawaii.edu or come by
The SHINE office located in Ilima 210

THE JOB PLACEMENT
OFFICE

Phone: 734-9434
E-mail: jobs@hawaii.edu
Office: Manono 112

The Job Placement Office strives to support students in their effort
to locate employment off campus. Employers submit job announce-
ments to the office for posting. Selected job listings will be posted on
the bulletin board at the 'Ilima building (located at the opening facing
Diamond Head) placed in the Kapi'o, and faxed to various program
counselors. All listings are posted at the Job Placement Office and

available for viewing.

Current listings include:

Lot Attendant  Full & part-time = www.servco.com

Group Leader  Part-time Pauoa A+ Program

Front Desk Part-time Dental Office

Teller I Part-time Ala Moana Center

Lifeguard Part-time Hawaiian Waters Adventure Park
Waithelp On-Call www.sheratonwaikiki.com

/careers.htm

For more information contact the Job Placement Office.

2" Cup Café

per visit.

Offer not valid for espresso, regular beverages, baked goods or gifts. Coup

Provider of Espresso, Specialty Coffees, Gourmet Baked Goods & Fine Gifts

Grab your morning jolt of ja va along with some of
Hawaii’s finest pastry creations at the 2" C up Café.
You can enjoy it at one of our outdoor dining tables or
take it “to go”. Open from 7:30 am — 11:30 am.

Grand Opening Special — $1.00 off any Specialty Coffee with this coupon.
Offer good until September 17, 2004. Only 1 coupon

has no cash value. Not valid with any other

Events
September

Sept. 7 Music at Café 11:30-
12:30 “Ka’ala Boys”

Sept. 8 Book GIVEAWAY! At
Café All Day

Sept. 9  Find out more about
“Internet Scams” at Ilima
202abc 12-1

Sept.13 Music at Café 12-1
“Inoa’ole”

Sept.14 Music at Café “Bruce
Hamada and Jim
Howard”
11:30-12:30
Blood Drive at Olapa
Parking Lot 9-3 bring ID
w/birthdate
Sept.17 Celtic Festival at
Kakaako Waterfront
Park, $12, 7p.m.
Sept.20 Club Day at Café 9-2
Music on Great Lawn
12-1 “Airforce Band”
Music at Café 11:30-
12:30 “Mixed Nuts”
Music at Café 11:30-
12:30 “Vaihi”
Sept.27 Music at Café 12-1
“Ooklah the Mac”

Sept.21

Sept.23

Ongoing Events
» Koa Gallery Student Exhibition

* Kumu Kahua Theatre “Territo-
rial Plays.” Three short plays of
local youth in early Hawaii State-
hood Days

» Kauai Artist Exhibition at Acad-
emy Art Center 532-8741

* Poetry, artwork, essays, stories,
cartoons, etc needed for GirlFest
Hawaii

www.girlfesthawaii.org

The Ohia Café

Welcome Back Special
Celebrate the start of a great year with our lunch specials in the
cafeteria. Enjoy a Free 22 oz fountain drink with the purchase of a hot
plate lunch. Enjoy our new short-order station featuring local favorites
cooked to order and our expanded breakfast menu.
Enter to win a Sony PlayStation 2, Hawaiian Waters Adventure
Park tickets, UH Football tickets or an Inter-island trip.
Specials expire on September 17 and the drawing for prizes will be on September 20
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