












Commentary 

In defense 
of obscenity 

By Leslie Wong 

On April 7 1990, for the first time in 
American history the Police closed the doors 
of an American museum, the Contemporary 
Arts Centl!r in Cincinnati Ohio. The direc­
tor,DennisBarrie, was charged with pander- ' 
ing obscenity and the misuse of a minor in 
pornography. 

The offending works were seven photo­
graphs by the late Robert Mapplethorpe in­
cluded in a 175 piece retrospective titled 
"Robert Mapplethorpe: The ·Perfect Mo­
ment." Two of the contested photographs 
are portraits of children, one of a boy in the 
nude and the other a girl with skirt askew. 
(Each was taken with the permission of each 
child's parents.)Andy Grundberg, colum­
nist for the New York Times, called the girls 
photo "guileless and charming." 

Jesse McBride, the boy, now 19 years 
old, is quoted as saying his mother "was 
friends with Robert .. .I would run around 
naked a lot at that age. I'd· stop and he'd snap 
a shot.. .It never occurred to me that it would 
be a big deal." 

The other five photos depict explicit adult 
homosexual acts. They included such acts as 
"fisting," the process of one man sticking his 
clenched fist up the anus of another, to a 
print depicting one man urinating in the 
mouth of his partner. Most of the images 
were taken in New York City in the mid 
1970s, and they accurately portray the sexual 
practices of some of New York's gay com­
munity. A self-portrait shot in 1975 shows 
Mapplethorpe inserting the end of a whip 
into his own anus while looking into the 
camera. 

It is probably safe to say that the majority 
of people in contemporary society would find 
most if not all of the five photos in question 
obscene, which according to Webster's New 
International can mean "offensive to the taste; 

foul; loathsome, disgusting." 
One does not have to go far however to 

find images which may be considered "of­
fensive to the taste." If one believes in the 
sanctity of human life, one only need re­
member some of the graphic images which 
appeared in the media in the Vietnam War 
era. National Geographic recently showed a 
young Iranian boy-soldier disfigured by his 
army's "human wave" tactics to disarm an 
Iraqi minefield. 

Obscenity can be found in the photos of a 
Japanese open ocean drift netter whose "har­
vest" kills a large variety of "non useable" 
marine life and threatens his desired catch 
with extinction. 

Some would also consider obscene photos 
of a dying coral reef ecosystem off Southern 
Florida which took thousands of years to 
evolve and now is being destroyed by man's 
land-based pollution and development. 

Should these images be censored be­
cause they might possibly offend certain 
segments of society? Of course not. They 
show the ugly side of human behavior; they 
tell the truth. 

Mapplethorpe 's photos tell the truth about 
the artist's sexuality. This is significant be­
cause there have been many homosexual 
artists throughout history who feared to 
reveal their sexuality in their work for fear of 
persecution. has often accepted the 
works of such artists without accepting the 
people who create them. For example in the 
early years of the AIDS epidemic, the federal 
government seemed to consider homosexu­
als expendable. Imagine the amount of re­
search and money that would have been 
targeted at the AIDS virus had the epidemic 
started out among sexually active upper­
middle class white girls . AIDS ended up 
wiping out many of New York's best artists 
in both the performing and visual arts. 

Mapplethorpe's images, when viewed 
.----------------------------. in their entirety, force the 

MAPPLETHORPE COLLECTION I observer to accept the fact 
that the same artist created 
works that were both 
beautiful and repulsive. 
"The Perfect Moment" can 
then be seen as the ideal 
paradox, a metaphor for the 
human race as a whole. 
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The late Supreme Court 
Justice William 0. Douglas 
said: ''There are as many 
different definitions of ob­
scenity as there are men, 
and they are unique to the 
individual as his dreams ... 
Obscenity, which we [on 
the Supreme Court] cannot 
define with precision is a 
hodgepodge. To send men 
to jail for violating stan-

,___ ____ _____J dards they cannot under-
stand, construe and apply is a monstrous 
thing to do in a nation dedicated to fair trial 
and due process." 

Obscenity, though not necessarily desir­
able, may be restricted but not censored, for 
censorship of obscenity would prevent hu- -
man society from seeing itself as it is. A 
SOciety that is blind to itself cannot obtain 
true self knowledge. Without such, human 
evolution is impossible. 

This was the original 
album cover for the 
Guns and Roses album 

· "Appetite for 
Destruction." After 

the first printing, 
Geffen records decided 
to put the picture on 
the inside cover 
because of complaints 
of its explicit sexual 
nature. The lyrics of 
this album were 
criticized heavily 
because they dealt with 
drugs, promiscuity and 
violence. The album, 
however, went 
multi-platinum and 
was at the top of the 
charts for almost 
two years. 

ACLU defends 
controversial views 
By Susan Garrard 

Neo-Nazis, Ku Klux Klansmen, and 2 
Live Crew all have something in common: 
They all have been defended by the Ameri­
can Civil Liberties Union (ACLU). Ac­
cording to Vanessa Chung, Director of the 
ACLU of Hawaii, "the ACLU has just one 
client, The Bill of Rights." 

The non-profit organization achieves its 
goal in three ways: through litigation, lobby­
ing, and public education. Media attention 
on controversial issues has thrust the ACLU' s 
litigation program into the public aware­
ness. however, Chung emphasizes the im­
portance of negotiation. Litigation is a last 
resort. According to Chung, the ACLU 
"barks and then bites." "We prefer to bark 
but we will attack if we have to." 

Lobbying by the ACLU is a means of 
preventing bills that restrict personal free­
doms from becoming laws. Although laws 
are usually proposed with the best inten­
tions, sometimes they un- intentionally 
transgress the personal freedoms guaran­
teed by the Bill of Rights. 

The ACLU is sensitive to potential gov­
ernment intervention into the personal free­
doms of Americans such as the freedom of 
expression guaranteed in the First Amend­
ment. "We set a dangerous precedent when 
we let the government dictate what is fit for 
public consumption, " Chung said. She cited 
past restrictions on freedom by the Eastern 
European countries in the past as an example. 

There are three exceptions that set the 
criteria for resticting the freedom of speech: 
words that seek to incite riot, words that seek 
to malign others, and obscenities. Obscenity 
is the most difficult to regulate because of its 
subjective nature. In fact, theSupremeCourt 

has yet to define obscenity. But the ACLU 
has a definitive platform for dealing with the 
restriction of personal freedoms. 

''The Bill of Rights is indivisible, you 
can't be selective .... Freedom of speech 
means the free flow of ideas," said Chung. 
As a woman most of what I see out there 
offends me, but I do not wish to censor 
speech." Undesirable fprms of speech can 
be ignored or avoided, she added. 

Compelling State Interests are the ground 
rules that the govemmen t must follow in order 
to legislate against personal freedoms. This 
includes notification that the particular right 
may be restricted an explanation on how the 
government intends to restrict the right, and 
proof that there is absolutely no less restrictive 
way to accomplish the same ends. 

"Inciting to riot is a reasonable sane tion," 
said Chung," personal are not ab­
solute." If the government can prove for 
example that something endangers public 
safety and cannot be restricted in any other 
way, then it can be restricted. 

Compelling State interest seems to be a 
reasonable gauge for restrictions. However, 
throughout history, rights have been un justi­
fiably stripped away. This is a story in itself, 
but the internment of the Japanese during 
WWII is an event that most Hawaii residents 
can relate to. The ACLU called it "the worst 
single wholesale violation of civil rights of 
American Citizens in our history." 

The mission of the ACLU; to be the 
watchdog for the preservation of personal 
freedoms guaranteed in the Constitution, is 
what Chung wants people to be aware of. 
The more you know about your rights, the 
more likely you will be to preserve them, 
said Chung. When rights are in question, "a 
little bell should go off in your mind." 
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Introduction to Silk Screen Printing, Christmas jj~~ 
cards m PC. 9 a.m. to noon, Mamane building :l:m 
rm. 101. Fee $45 :~~t 
KanlkapllalM, 7:00p.m., U.H. campus, Manoa@ 
Honolulu's famous cemetarles, at Manoa M 
Ounese graveyard. 9 a.m. to 11 Lm. ~lilili 
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HONOLULU ACADEMY OF ARTS 
''Mama, There's A Man In Your Bed", 

will be at the Academy Theatre on Oct. 13-
16 at 7:30 p.m. This show is ·considered a 
contemporary Romeo and Juliet. Tickets are 
$3 and can be bought 30 minutes before 
showtime. 

"Strange Interlude," A USA, 1932 
movie ba&~ on the Eugene O'Neil play 
about people growing old without resolving 
theirproblems. Norma Shearer, Clark Gable, 
Maureen O'Sullivan, Robert Young, and 
others are directed by Robert Leonard. 
Thursday, Oct. 11 at 1:00 and 7:30p.m. in 
the Academy Theatre. $2.50, members$ 2. 

"New Directions," a presentation of eight 
short ftlms J>y fli'St·time direcun including 
in order of showing: "Joey-Joey" by lise 
Somers; "Geftlte Fish" by Karen Silverstein; 
"Tat.rz Tomater" by Phil Morrison; "Taylor 
Slough" by Kurt Hall; "Juggling Magic" by 
Carol Ross; "Semper Fi" by Geo~y Luck; 
"Howard Finster: Man of Visions" by Julie 
Desroberts, Randy Paskal & DaveCm; "No 
MoceDisguises"by Bayana Varbanov, Tom 

Wednesday, Oct. 10 =t~3 

International Distribution and Documentation !:ijll 
Learn basics of freight handling procedures tn 
and documentation. 6:30-9 p.m., llima 202 A ::ff~ 
$35. it:~ 
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Sunday, Oct. 14 

Kanlkaplla 1990, 7:00p.m., U.H. camp1s, 
Manoa. 
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SigelandPam Yates. Friday, Oct 12,at7:30 
p.m. in the Academy Theatre $3. 

The Fall Lecture Series continues with 
Lewis Andrews, Assistant professor of Art, 
University of Hawaii leads into classical art 
and literature from Greece and Rome, cata­
lysts for 15th and 16th century artists. 
Academy Theater, Tuesday,Oct.l6at 10:00 
a.m. Tickets are $4., $3.50 members, $3 
students. 

HIKAROA COLLECTION 

The Hikaroa Collection: Old Hawaiian 
and Pacific Isles charts, maps, engravings, 
and prints. The Hikaroa Collection, gath­
ered throughout Europe by Michael "Misha" 
Sperka, includes many of the works by John 
Webber from Captain Coole's Pacific voy­
ages. There are rare, museum quality aqua­
tints and engravings. The subject matter 
ranges from the Cook expedition to Pacific 
fish, birds, maps, scenery, and people of 
Polynesia. Opening October 11, through 
Friday, November 2. Pauahi Tower, Bishop 
Square, 1001 Bishop St. 

:~~~:~:~~:~:~.8~ I 
"War! Years~ Darkness and Triumph" 
6-8 p.m. Aloha Tower observation deck. li!l=l:l 

I 
s~~~~:: ~ ~~-Mapcian I 
Ohia cafetena, noon. ::;:;.:. 

Food Service/ Hotel operations ill!l:l: 
Informational session and tour. Ohelo, 4-6:30p.m. !!@ 
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LYON ARBORETUM 

Lean Cooking 
Learn the latest way of healthy cooking. 

Class will be on Oct. 16 at 9:30-11:45 a.m. 
The fee is $17.50. 

Season's Greetings From Your 
Kitchen 

Nina Schneider will present to you 
Kitchen made gifts and other decorative 
ideas. The date is Oct 13 at 9:30-11:45 
a.m. Fee is $17.50. 

Introduction To Silkscreen Printing 
Learn the art of silkscreen printing and 

make your own custom designed T -shirts, 
posters and other item~. $10 material fee 
payable to Scott Poire: Oct 13, at 9 a.m.­
noon. Fee is $12. 

KANIKAPILA 1990 
The music of old Hawai 'i performed by 

artists who share a spirit of the past and 
present Oct 13, and Oct 14 at 7 p.m. at the 
UH campus. For information call 956-
7235. 
INTERNATIONAL LITERACY YEAR 

Celebrate the 45th Anniversry of the 
founding of the United Nations and the 
International Decade to Eradicate Illiteracy 
1990-99. United Nations Day Dinner is on 
Oct 20 at the East-West Center, Jefferson 
Hall's Garden Lanai at6 p.m. The cost is 
$20; students $10. For more information 
call 944-7691. 
ENGINEERING OPPORTUNITY 
Oalc Ridge Science and Engineering Re­
search, is taking applications for hands-on 
research in Tennessee during the academic 
year. The deadline is Oct 20 for the spring 
semester 1991. The 1991 fall term deadline 
is March 15, 1991. To beeligibleyou must 
be 18 years of age, have completed the 
sophomore year at an accredited U.S. col­
lege or university and be a U.S. citizen or 
permanent resident alien. You must also be 
working toward a degree in science, math­
ematics or engineering. It is suggested that 
you have a G.P.A. of 3.0 or higher. 

THANK YOU 
TO ALL DONORS 

Thank you very much to all those indi­
viduals who donated their blood at KCC's 
blood drive on Oct 1, 1990. The total 
pints of blood that were donated was 88 
pints. 

THANK YOU AGAIN!!! 

Friday, Oct. 12 
OktobeJfest- wee Auditorium, 6-10 p.m. 
$22.50. Call 923-1802 for more information. 

NAVALAVIATION 
CADET PROGRAM 

This program provides the opportunity 
for a college graduate to become a naval 
aviator and earn an officer commission. The 
requirements are: Complete 60 semester,· or 
90 quarter hours at an accredited College or 
University; receive an Associates Degree 
from an accredited Junior/Community Col­
lege; earn a GPA of 2.5 or better on a 4.0 
scQle; a U.S. citizen; single with no depen­
dents; 19-24 years of age; haveatleast20/30 
correctable vision to 20/20; and have normal 
color and depth perception. For information 
call Lieutenant McKernan at 536-3039. 
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