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Scene

New campaign methods, but same old results?

Makamae Masuda
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

On Tuesday, Feb. 24, Hawai’i will
have its Democratic caucus.

In the midst of one of the most
hotly contested primaries in recent
years, young voters in particular are
seen as an important demographic for
candidate support. This has led to a
new era of political campaigning, a
time when a candidate’s web home
page and weblog, or online discussion
board, is as important as their stance
on any one issue. However, encour-
aging college students or any young
people to be involved in the process is
proving to be stronger than the desire
to fully support any one candidate,
or the motivation to actually punch

a ballot.

Howard Dean, the former gov-
ernor of Vermont, is often credited
with being the torch-bearer of the
Internet campaign, through his
deanforamerica.com website and
weblog, - which have spawned
smaller versions for each state,
including Hawai‘i. Through the
larger “Blog for America,” people
are able to show their support
in a more traditional manner by
making contributions or writing
letters to undecided voters. It is
events such as a “Dean House
Party,” publicized on the website,
which have created strong support
for Dean across college campuses
nationwide.

“We have decent student involve-

ment here,” said Russell Castagnaro,
webmaster of hawaiifordean.com.
“There’s sign-waving by the univer-
sity, and there are several students
who are very involved with the day-
to-day operations of the campaign.
The Hawai‘i weblog has more than
600 subscribers, and is a great way
for young people to bring the issues
they care about to the forefront.
“The main issue, though, is that
it’s one thing for a person to donate
20 bucks, or post a message, but that
person is not necessarily voting. It’s
a real crossroads in politics right
now, if that gap can be closed. It
is especially important while what
is being said online continues to
be relatively free of influence from
corporations and special interests,
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and seems to truly represent what
people are concerned about.”

Whether it is possible for young
people to be motivated to vote by
means of new ideas and technology
is a question being considered by
all the major candidates.

“Young people are busy, with
school, jobs, trying to get ahead in
their lives,” said Richard Port, coor-
dinator of Massachusetts Senator
John Kerry’s campaign in Hawai‘i.
“They don’t see the history behind
why they should vote until they are
older and have some perspective.
Without life experience, they won’t
vote regardless of the influence of
the Internet.”

But while these campaigns are
increasingly targeting a younger
audience, it is still uncertain
whether these efforts will actually
pay off in the election, according to
Pat Shields, chairperson of retired
General Westly Clark’s Hawai‘i
campaign, which called it quits two
weeks ago.

“This is the first time this has
been done, the weblogs and new
uses for websites beyond simply
gaining name recognition, so we
don’t know what is the true effect
of the Internet,” said Shields. *“I
have to admit, young people are
a tougher audience than adults.
It will be interesting to see if the
people who participate in weblogs
and chat rooms who claim alle-

giance to a particular candidate are
consistent with their vote, if they
vote at all.”

Choosing not to exercise the right
to vote is proving to be the most
consistent choice among Hawai‘i
citizens, both young and old. Num-
bers provided by Port state that out
of half a million registered voters in
the state, only 3,000 are expected to
participate in the upcoming caucus.

In spite of those numbers and each
candidate’s best efforts, many young
people are finding it difficult to pick
someone they feel represents their
views, if they are picking a candi-
date at all.

“I vote, but I don’t know who
to choose yet,” said University of
Hawai‘i Junior Sarah Kawachi.

Kawachi’s interest in decreasing
the U.S. presence in Iraq is causing
her to stand undecided.

“Kerry is talking about send-
ing more troops to Iraq, Edwards’
answers are too slick, and Dean just
doesn’t feel right to me.”

Graduate student Kristy Ringor
tries to put the caucus into perspec-
tive. “The most important issue is
defeating Bush. It doesn’t matter
about the weblogs or websites. The
larger picture is that people need to
get together and just pick someone.
I was a Dean supporter, but I'm
more than willing to vote for Kerry
or Edwards if they are the nominee.
Anyone but Bush.”

Poets Slam at Studio 1

By Paul Kolbe
STAFF WRITER

On the first Thursday of every
month, Studio 1 in Chinatown,
serves as the site of the aptly named,
First Thursday’s Poetry Slam.

“The idea of the poetry slam is to
give exposure to local poets,” said
Kealoha, the founder, and host of
the event.

Any aspiring poet may sign up to
perform their original works before
the audience and judges. Five
judges, picked at random, decide
which two poets will move on to
the finals in May, and which poet
will take home the hundred dollar
winners’ prize. The judges use a
one to ten scoring system, with the
lowest and highest of the five scores
being dropped, and the others added
together. A performer can choose
not to be judged, but will then be
ineligible for the prize.

The slam is essentially a contest,
and poets will be given a strict time
limit of three minutes to perform
their piece. If a poet takes longer,
the crowd may persuade them to
step off stage by jingling their car
keys, but this rarely happens. If
the crowd enjoys interacting with
the performer, or the poet per-
forms a piece the crowd can easily
identify with will usually bring the
performer better luck than a very

personal issue. But the ensemble of
poetry is always eclectic, covering
topics, such as molestation, eggs, or
Janet Jackson’s breast.

Poetry is not all that’s offered on
First Thursday’s. The event also
consists of live painters and music,
along with a bar area for drinking
and mingling. And, at any given
time one can feel free to walk into
the gallery portion of the studio, and
view paintings on display.

Jack Frick, the owner, said Studio
1 opened its doors on October 12,
2002, “in order to expand the mind
set and genre of art, and to serve
local artists.”

This is a goal made apparent by
the many artistic events Studio 1
has sponsored, and its’  growing
popularity amongst patrons of the
arts. In fact, First Thursday’s is the
largest known poetry slam in the
world, with an attendance of about
500 people every month, ahead of
similar events in San Francisco, and
Germany.

Kealoha recently placed in the
top 25 percent of the National
Poetry Slam in Chicago, and First
Thursday’s is giving other poets the
exposure, and experience, to head to
the same level. This puts Hawai‘i
and local poets at the forefront of a
growing movement.

~~ For more information,
www.info@hawaiislam.com
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the process of reconciliation
between the U.S. and Native
Hawaiians. The office will also
consult with Native Hawaiians
on resource and land rights, and
be their liaison to the federal gov-
ernment. Land rights are a major
amongst

Move-
ments, and a reason many oppose
the Akaka Bill.

Some groups argue the Akaka
Bill will give the state, and the
Office of Hawaiian Affairs (OHA)
permanent control of all Hawaiian
lands. But, according to OHA

source of discontent

Hawaiian = Sovereignty

with recognition for the Hawaiian
people, which will allow for self-
governance, and to set up govern-
ment to government relations with
the U.S.”

Many sovereignty groups say
they have come to view OHA
as illegitimate, due to the recent
Court which
allows anyone, regardless of race,
to run for the Board of Trustees.

Another issue raised by the estab-
lishment of the new office, is the
movement toward independence.

“I fear the office will be used by
the State and Federal Governments

Supreme ruling,

Hawaiian studies at KCC. “It
may be a good strategy in getting
the Akaka Bill passed, and that
may help Native-Hawaiians in the
short run, but it may hinder move-
ment toward true independence. I
personally would like to see inde-
pendence.”

However, Stender argues, “The
only way for Hawaiians to become
truly independent, is by becoming
educated, productive citizens, and
being able to compete in the West-
ern world. The Akaka Bill will
help them do it! *

Proponents of the Akaka Bill

Answers to 29 Questions

1. Bottom

2.50

3. Right

4. Blue, red, white, yellow,
black, &gold

5.Q,Z

6.1,0

7. Right

8.20

9. Red

10. 88

11. Counter (north of the
equator)

12. Towards bottom right

15. Top

16. Clockwise as you look
at it

17. Roosevelt
18.8

19. Left

205

21.6

22. Bashful
2898

24 Ace of spades
25, Left

26. ONE

27. %, #

as a way to pass off responsibility view the passing of funding for the

28.3
29. Counter

Trustee at Large, Oswald K.
Stender, “The Akaka Bill has noth-
ing to do with land issues, only

13. 12 (no #1)
14. Left

of Native Hawaiian issues,” said, office as a step toward passing the

Kealalokahi Losch, who teaches entire bill.

The “"Alma Latina”
Spanish Club
has it going on!

Walt Disney
World
Internships

Boston Globe reporter and
former KCC student

to lecture at KCC

Professional journalist, Donavan Slack,

Regular Meetings
The Spanish Club “"Alma Latina” meets
every Monday from 12 p.m. to 1 p.m.
at Olapa 205. Come and join the rest of
the “bandidos!”

Walt Disney

' World will recruit
KCC students for
their college pro-

will be guest teaching at KCC from Feb.

23 through Feb. 26. Students interested in

Happening Events sitting in on her lectures are invited to do

gram internships
on Feb. 23, 2004
in the Ohia
building,
room TBA.

The Spanish Club “Alma Latina” is proud so. For more information, please contact
to present: “A Brazilian Carnival” with
“Superchicken” Eric, Program Director
and D] at KTUH radio station.
Don’t miss this exciting presentation by

one of the best known DJs in town!

journalism adviser Dustin McDunn at 734-
9120 or at mcdunn@hawaii.edu or Wini
Au at 734-9166.

The Baha’i Club:Presents: The Baha’i principle of the month
The Equality of Men and Women

The Chinese Culture Club

Join the club for it's second meeting of the
semester, March 1 from 12-1 p.m. in Olapa 211.

“Women and men have been and will always be equal in the sight of God....”

— Baha’u’llah

“Women have equal rights with men upon earth; in religion and society they are a very important element. As long
as women are prevented from attaining their highest possibilities, so long will men be unable to achieve the great-
' ness which might be theirs. — Abdu’l-Baha’

Do you need a good math tutor?
That’s me. Richard. 358-3367.

Satisfaction guaranteed.

The Bahai Club at KCC invites anyone interested in equality of women and men to investigate further on this most
important issue. We are hosting an open forum about the equality of men and women. This discussion will be
held on Friday 2/20/04 from 11:00 a.m. ~ 12:00 p.m. in Ohia 103. Bring your thoughts, relevant facts, and point
of view.

For more information about the Baha'i Club at KCC, call club member Richard Chandler at 536-6189 or e-mail Shahla Hirahara at:
shahla@hawaii.edu

For more information about the Baha’i Faith visit www bahai org, for local activities in Honolulu, HI, call 738-LOVE.
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Need some help with your
writing?
Meet Mister Dave near UH.
All my students do well:
1949-1297
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GET HEALTHY!
For a limited time only, receive 15% off

of all health and nutrition products at
WWww.ecnutrition.com.
Visit website for details.
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