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It’s All About
the Beads, Baby!

B Mardi Gras is the mother of festivals the world over. A
time for fun-loving Catholics to party, eat, drink and strip

before giving it all up for Lent.

By Cassie Thomas
STAFF WRITER

The Mardi Gras season begins
January 6, twelfth night, and contin-
ues until dawn on Ash Wednesday.
Mardi Gras can fall between Febru-
ary 3 and March 9, depending on the
lunar cycle. Mardi Gras is always
47 days before Easter Sunday, as
determined by the Catholic Church
by using a lunar calendar throughout
the season. The last night of the
celebrations is called fat Tuesday,
or Mardi Gras in French. Celebrated
in southern climes as Carnivale or
Shrovetide, Mardi Gras is the last
day of wild excesses before the
weeks of fasting of lent.

The excesses of Mardi Gras led
to the institution of the 40 hours
prayer, established by the church
partly to draw people away from the
party-making, and partly to make
expiation for the large amount of
sins committed during the festivi-
ties.

The masked revelries in the early
19%: century became so rambunc-
tious that lawmakers outlawed
masks in New Orleans. Several
businessmen feared that the wild
parties of Mardi Gras would lead to
the holiday being outlawed as well.
In 1857 they created the first Mardi
Gras secret society . They hoped
that the secret societies, called
krewes, would be able to keep the
celebrations alive. Today thousands
of people are members of the more
than 60 krewes that host the street
activities. ‘

Aside from the street entertain-
ment that is open to the public,
krewes host private parties and
balls. These parties range anywhere
from after-parade parties to the
equivalent of a debutantes ball in the
northern cities.

nessman to create the krewe of
rex in his honor. They selected
several people to be the royal
court to Romanoff’s king-for-a
day. The floats in the Rex krewes
parade featured seals and colors
representing the Grand Duke.
The Romanoff family colors -
green for faith, gold for power,
and purple for justice- became the
official colors of Mardi gras.

Krewes had been in the practice
of passing out favors at selected
stops along their parade routes,
but the krewe of rex began the
practice of tossing strings of
beads to the crowds as they
passed. Now many types of good-
ies get thrown off the floats. The
top three krewes alone throw on
average 1.5 million cups, 2.5
million coins called doubloons,
and 200,000 gross of beads. Most
krewes also have a stash of spe-
cial knick knack throws such as
stuffed animals, bobble heads or
the coveted Zulu Coconut.

Many of the riding lieutenants
that lead the parades and celeb-
rity kings and queens also carry
special coins and cups. These
special items become the targets
of specialty collectors. Many
collectors have established swap
meets following the parades to
buy the throws off of departing
tourists. Prices of announced
specialty throws are usually set
before the parades and items fea-
turing the celebrity guests are the
most prized.

This year, Lord of the Rings stars’
such as Elijah Wood are atop the
paraded royalty. Dora the explorer
and Spongebob Squarepants are
also staring in Krewe parades. Sev-
eral music stars are also headlining
in their own oversized floats. From
there, they often perform as the
float moves down the parade route

#

Brazilian ﬁlm, “City of God,” goesere mainstream films don’t.

What film lacks in star power, it
makes up for in cinematic genius

Paul Kolbe
Staff Writer

With the plethora of good
movies released this year it’s easy
to overlook a movie like, “City of
God.” It’s foreign, with sub-
titles, and has no major American
movie star in it. But, in my not so
humble opinion, “City of God,” is
the best movie of the year.

The movie’s title comes from
the same-named Cidade de Deus
ghetto in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.
This is an area which was, and
still is, notorious for its’ crime
rate - picture South Central-Los
Angeles, times ten.

The story revolves around a
young man called, “Rocket,”
played by Alexandre Rodrigues.
Rocket has spent his youth in the
City of God, avoiding, or tying
to avoid the draw to the criminal
life, as well as the ever-present
atmosphere of murder, drugs,
rape, and any other danger you
can imagine. And, by the time he
decides it’s time to leave, a mas-
sive drug war is raging

The man behind the war is, “Lil’
Ze”, played by, Leandro Firmino,
a homicidal sociopath who cares
about nothing but taking control
of the entire area, and will use
any methods necessary to realize
his dream.

As the war rages through the
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“¢‘City of God,’ is filmed with such
kinetic energy that its’ easy to get lost
in the picture, and while other Best
Picture nominees may hit you in one
way or another, ‘City of God,” will hit

you in every way.»?

streets, the area becomes sealed
off, and even the police refuse to
enter. Rocket, who at this time
is a budding photographer, con-
ceives a plan to film the war and
sell the pictures to the media, in
order to get a job. But in order
to do this, he must put himself
in harm’s way, and get closer to
Lil%Ze.

“City of God,” is filmed with
such kinetic energy that its’ easy
to get lost in the picture, and
while other Best Picture nomi-
nees may hit you in one way or
another, City of God,” will hit
you in every way.

Sure, “Mystic River,” shows us
a more ambiguous side of human
nature, leaving us sad; “Lost in
Translation,” can show us what
love can be; “Master and Com-
mander,” will show you what
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sheer willpower can accomplish,
and “Sea Biscuit,” will have you
cheering for the underdog. Not
to mention, “Lord of the Rings,”
which will leave you in state of
ecstasy as a certain CGI troll falls
into lava. But, “City of God,” has
all this and more (well, maybe no
trolls or lava, will bring you in
and out of every possible emo-
tion, that you’ll leave the theatre
feeling drained

Unfortunately, Oscar
did not see it my way, and while
garnering nominations for Best
Cinematography, Film Editing,
Adapted Screenplay, and Direc-
tor, it failed to receive a nomina-
tion for Best Picture. No matter!
Because maybe “City of God,” is
not the best picture of the year,
maybe it’s one of the best movies
you’ll ever see.

voters

making Mardi Gras the greatest
free show on earth.

A visit by Russian Grand Duke
Alexis Romanoff led Orleans busi-
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Service Learnlng Presents

¢ A benefit for Service Learning
International Programs and the

FoodBasket.

e Saturday, April 24, 2004 at 7:00 p.m.

in the Ohia Cafeteria.

e Costumes, fun, prizes!
. e Call 734-9285 or come to Olona 118
' to reserve your seat early!

Are you planning to transfer to

the Univeristy of Hawaii at Manoa?
Then the following news item is especially for you:

* The University of Hawaii is hosting the Rainbow Bridge Program on Friday, March
5, 2004, from 8:30 am to 12:30 pm in the Campus Center Ballroom. This is a non-
instructional day for all community college students, so you can use your free day
wisely by visiting the UH campus.

* The purpose of the program is to showcase several UH Manoa programs including
Architecture, Arts & Sciences, Business, Education, Hawaiian Studies, Engineering,
Social Work, Travel Industry Management and more. You will have the opportunity to
tour the UH campus, learn of policies and procedures that affect enrollment at UHM,
and to network with university faculty, staff, and students.

* A FREE BUS will be provided which will leave KCC at 8:00 am (by the Chapel) and
return to KCC by 1:30 pm. If you have completed 45 or more credits you should have
received a letter and registration form from the School and College Services Depart-
ment at UHM. You may drop off your registration form at the Maida Kamber Center for
Career & Transfer Services in llima 104 by Thursday, February 26.

Questions? Please call 734-9500 and
ask for Gemma or Tammy

The Baha’i Club At

Kapiolani Community College
Presents the Baha’i principle of the month:

The Elimination of Prejudice: Religious, Racial, Economic
and National

We invite all students, faculty, and people of all backgrounds to an open forum to discuss
about racial prejudice, and how to heal this international problem.

On Monday March 15
From
1:00am~2:00pm
In Ohia 103

Elimination of racial prejudice will be the focus of this public discussion. Please bring your
thoughts, feelings and ideas. Most importantly bring on open mind, and a heart that’s ready to
grow. We welcome people of all religious and non religious backgrounds, and people of all
nationalities and cultures.

* For more mfonnauon about the Baha i Club at KCC cal] club member Richard Chandler at
For more mformauon about the Baha i Faxth vxsn“;;-\;wum, for local activities in
Honolulu, HI, call 738-LOVE.

The Baha’i Club

Invites all students,
Faculty, and people of all
backgrounds to:

Weekly Interfaith Devotions
Devotion/Meditation

11 a.m.~12 p.m. Every Friday

Ohia 103

* Principles of the Baha’i Faith are:
* The Oneness of God

* The Oneness and Progressive Nature
of Religions,

* The Oneness of Humankind

» Independent Investigation of Truth
* Harmony of Science and Religion
 Equality of Men and Women

* The Promotion of Universal Peace
¢ The Elimination of Prejudice:

* Religious, Racial, Economic and

National

If any of these principles interest
you, or if you would just like

to come pray, meditate, or have
some quiet time in your week,
you are more than welcome. We
welcome people of all religious
and non religious backgrounds,
and people of all nationalities and
cultures.

For more information about the
Baha’i Club at KCC, call club
member Richard Chandler at 536-
6189 or e-mail Shahla Hirahara at:
For more information about the
Baha’i Faith visit www.bahai.org,
for local activities in Honolulu,
HI, call 738-LOVE.

ATTENTION
MARKETING
STUDENTS

Interested in an opportunity
to develop and improve
your marketing skills in
a fun, vibrant community
agency through the Ser-
vice Learning program?
All hours served can be
applied towards receiving
a Presidential Award for
service!

Please call Alice in Service
Learning for more infor-
mation at 734-9285.

The Chinese Culture Club

Join the club for it’s second
meeting of the semester, March
| from 12-1 p.m. in Olapa 211.

SINGERS & MUSICIANS
Record your very own
music CD Demo.
All levels welcome.
Call now 953-2494

Boston Globe reporter and
former KCC student

to lecture at KCC

Professional journalist, Donavan Slack,
will be guest teaching at KCC from Feb.

CASHIERS, WAITHELP,BUSSERS, DISHWASHERS,
COOKS, SUSHI MAKERS

GYOTAKU J apanese Restaurént

1824 South King St. (Btwn Punahou & McCully St.)
Apply in person or FAX resume to 946-6529
Or send Email (plain text only) to:
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I 3 nighte/ 4 days in Tokyo, Osaka,

23 through Feb. 26. Students interested in
sitting in on her lectures are invited to do
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