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CINEPIULE DIARY 

Alfie finds his stage of romance anything but dreamy 
A combined critical review of 'Alfie,' 'Stage Beauty,' and 'The Dreamers.' 

By Vuong Phung 
LAYOUT EDITOR 

I took three DVD releases home 
this Spring Break and witnessed the 
fact that the life of a movie-buff, 
cinema-addict, or more precisely, 
cinepbile, was great. They picked a 
scene, played a role, and challenged 
others to guess the inspired film. 
The loser paid the price of forfeiter. 
Be careful, the price could amount 
to masturbating in front of a movie 
poster. 

Don't be too quick in passing the 
hindsight judgment. The so-called 
decadent lifestyle reflected the time 
it belonged. 

This was the summer of 1968 after 
all. France, like America, Germany 
and Britain of the time, bad under­
gone a cultural revolution. Being 
a youthful participant, or even a 
bystander, meant having a feeling 
that anything could happen. These 
were "The Dreamers" of the era. 

Mathew, the sweet-face Ameri­
can, was a true believer against 
violence. The French twins, Thea 
and Isabelle, had great interest in 
Communism. They came together 
at a public protest against the gov­
ernment's lockdown of the Cine­
matheque It was here, 
the movie claimed, that the birth of 
modern day cinema arrived. 

To label "a birth" to anything is to 
call it the first of something. With­
out subtlety, the birth of the theater 
actresses in "Stage Beauty" unrav­
eled a curious controversy. Could 
one today imagine England's most 
beautiful woman was at one time 
a man in wigs and gowns? But 
that was the job and fame of Ned 
Kynaston, who played Othello's 
Desdemona and attracted a sold-out 
crowds night after night. 

When the reigning Charles II 
placed a sweeping law allowing 
women to take the stage, Kynas­
ton found himself displaced and 

'Ray' 
entertains 

and 
informs 

From left to right: Mathew is the guest of Isabelle and her twin brotherTheo in "The Dreamers:' 

insulted. Not only did the first crop 
of women on stage add nothing new, 
they mostly mimiced the movements 
of the men who portrayed them. 

The ingredient and also the prob­
lem of any revolution is that it 
demands changes and strips power 
from those unable to keep up. The 
shinning title character in "Alfie" 
lost grip of his mojo, felt powerless 
around women and eventually led 
the audience into thinking that he 
too, needed the change. 

The once smooth and woman­
izing Mr. Alfie confessed to the 
camera that he never meant to hurt 
any woman, whom interchanged 
in his life like cell phones and con­
tracts. He was supposed to fill the 
gap for abandoned wives like Dorie 
out there, lonely single-moms like 
Julie, or the old, rich and lovelies like 
Liz-but never to become a full-time 
replacement. "Nothing personal, it's 
just sex," the movie implied. 

What "The Dreamers," "Stage 

By Diane S.W. Lee 
STAFF WRITER 

With all the hype surrounding 
the film biography, "Ray," who 
wouldn't have high expectations 
going to watch it for the first time in 
theaters? Starring Jamie Foxx as the 
musical legend Ray Charles Robin­
son, the film managed to snag sev­
eral Oscar award nominations. 

Although I knew very little about 
the late legend, I wanted to find out 
why the movie was so critically 
acclaimed. Like many moviegoers, 
I went to watch the movie with high 
expectations, thinking I'd be disap­
pointed by the end of the film. But 
well into the first few minutes, I 
became engrossed into the swinging 
world of the 1960s and the personal 

Abandoned but affectionate, Dorie (left) finds certain comfort in "Alfie:' 

Beauty," and "Alfie" wanted was 
not the audience's participation. 
No character in these movies felt 
ashamed of their nature. Sympathy 
is not needed either. 

Instead, accept the fact Thea and 
Isabelle's incestuous relationship­
all but having sex with each other. 
We need not feel apologetic for the 

life of "Ray." 
Traumatized from witnessing the 

death of his younger brother, Ray 
became blind at the age of seven. 
Despite his blindness, Ray refused 
to use a cane or a seeing-eye dog 
to get around. Instead, he became 
independent with encouragement 
from a mother who taught him not 
to feel sorry for himse!f and pave 
his own way in the world. Ray went 
to St. Augustine's school for the 
blind, where he learned to read and 
write music. Ray found his musical 
gift for playing the piano and got a 
start in the music business by play­
ing with different bands. After get­
ting a record contract from Atlantic 
Records; Ray found his own per­
sonal style and voice. He changed 
the face of the music industry by 

sad fact that in order for Mr. Kynas­
ton to beautifully act like a woman, 

·his mentor suppressed every mascu­
line trait in the man-pushed him 
into an almost-exclusive bomosexq­
ality realm. And certainly, Alfie does 
not need us shedding tears over his 
downtime. Being the gentleman that 
he was, he could care of himself. 

merging gospel and R&B together, 
pioneering soul music. Ray was 
known as a musical genius for his 
influence on urban, jazz and coun­
try music. Although Ray did not 
become successful overnight, he 
slowly made his way to the top to 
become one of the most influential 
people in the music industry. 

"Ray" is a powerful biographi­
cal film about Ray Robinson, also 
known as Ray Charles, who man­
aged to overcome many obstacles 
in life. He struggled to fight racism 
when segregation was everywhere 
and was discriminated against by 
people who took advantage of him 
because his blindness and musical 
talents. He also tried to cope with his 
addiction to heroin and womanizing 
habits. Ray was a believable human 

Men and women of England come 

to see the best in both world: a 

man who become the most sought 

out eye candy, "Stage Beauty:• of 

the time. 

Naturally, each film provided 
a unique insight that is too often 
buried deep in books. 

Being the prince charming, Alfie 
certainly had a shared mystique. We 
wondered at times if his swooning 
of the ladies favored more toward 
accident or deliberateness. 

Looking up on the theater stage, 
we marveled at how smooth Mr. 
Kynaston moved, how be seam­
lessly expressed the five female 
forms of subjugation, and moved by 
the finale-the true death of Desde-
mona. 

Voyeuristically, through Mathew's 
eyes we learned that children, left 
to their own device, are more open 
minded about sexuality than society 
would allow. When he asked Isabelle 
what happened if her parents found 
out about her and Thea's relation­
ship, she repeatedly told Mathew 
that she would kill herself. 

Perhaps the French twins' hon­
esty and innocence, mixed with 
the American's naivete and hope, 
presented a rounder microcosmic 
world that paralleled to the soci­
ety outside of their dream house. 
And given today's political differ­
ences between the U.S. and France, 
"The Dreamers" might be correct 
that both sides of the Atlantic have 
something to share with each other. 

being, genuine as someone who was 
also flawed, a person whom we all 
can relate to. Despite his flaws and 
physical handicaps, Ray truly is a 
genius and a musical legend that we 
all came to know and love for years 
to come, even after his death. 

Although the film is nearly three 
hours in length, the toe-tapping 
music and soulful beats will keep 
you wide awake in your seat. Foxx 
brings Ray to life on screen, so real­
istic that I was convinced it was Ray 
Charles himself on the big screen! 
Foxx's impersonation of the music 
legend is superb, from his rendition 
of Ray's soft-spoken voice, to his 
mannerisms, and his smile and sway. 
Down to the very last drop of detail, 
Foxx's convincing performance is 
without a doubt, Oscar worthy. 

• 
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one's major. For example, if a stu­

dent is an Art major, then taking 

a statistics class is completely 

irrelevant. In this aspect, these 

classes then become time consum­

ing and students are left "wasting 

time" in a class they really do not 

need. Furthermore, in most cases, 

because of the small selection of 

core classes, students are forced 

into registering for classes they 

truly do not desire taking. For 

example, a Biology major who 

wants to register for a Chinese 

class is unable to because the class 

is already filled to capacity. Now, 

he/she may be forced into taking 

German because she/he needs a 

foreign language to graduate. 

One solution I have thought 

about is to allow students to enroll 

in any class that is at a 100 or 200 

level and require only a certain 

amount of core credits for gradu­

ation. Since nearly all of the 100 

or 200 level classes are introduc-
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tory classes, any class would be 

acceptable and the students would 

still obtain the credits needed for 

graduation. Furthermore, it would 

allow students to enroll in classes 

that they really would like to take, 

and skip over those that they are 

not interested in. For example, a 

student with a music background · 

could enroll in a music class at a 

200 level, and still be able to ful­

fill the core requirement without 

having to take Music 108; or if a 

student is interested in Japanese 

history, she/he should be allowed 

to take a 200 level History of Japan 

class and still be granted the core 

credit for History without having 

to enroll in World History 151. 

With this method, freshmen will 

have a larger variety of classes to 

choose from, those who are still 

undecided in a major can experi­

ence more, and it may also shorten 

the graduation process. After all, 

it is the students who are paying . 

for the class, why not allow them 

to structure their own core classes 

without being told what classes 

they must enroll in? 

Woman: 
Continued from page 3 

would lower them to the level of 

their spouses transcended me from 

the mindless revenges of "Sex in the 

City" and "Desperate Housewives." 

This affection for the neigh­

bor fleshed out the maturity of the 

human psyche, which at times 

afforded some silliness as the pace 

changed. This is Hollywood-level 

cinema that stayed true to its audi­

ence, portraying seduction without 

sex or nudity while remaining in a 

sumptuous, demanding, center-fold­

ing provocative that could be labeled 

as the Audrey-Hepburn-Woman in 

all glorious capital letters. 

Made in China, the DVD said. 

Without much optimism, I suspected 

it will be years before we will ever 

see anything close to Chung's cali­

ber on this side of the Pacific. 

I also suspected that it would be 

years before Hollywood women 

make us believe again. In the obvi­

ous attempt to recreate "Big," Jenni­

fer Garner's "13 Going on 30" failed 

when it sloped down the obvious 

path of overloading the audience 

with in-your-face humor. Not many 

could say they were convinced of 

Gamer's performance when com­

pared with Tom Hank's coming-of­

age triumph. 

I kept my eyes out for Hollywood 

actresses like Chung, but most were 

just Garner's type: middle-aged 

women playing girlish roles. 

Meg Ryan's "You've Got Mail" 

was the same as "Kate and Leop­

old," and about as same as "Proof 

of Life." In all three, the hair style 

might have changed but Ryan was 

still the "aw, poor girl" ingenue that 

made every man grieve leaving her. 

Density also seems to be a rare 

commodity in today's actresses. 

Ryan, Jolie, Garner, all three ver­

sions of "women" lacked that capi­

tal "w." They underscored girls: 

nai"ve, hollowed, and unsurprisingly 

one-dimensional. 

Can you place any of them in, 

for example, "Dirty Pretty Things," 

where survival is laced deeply in 

secrecy, where to love is to avoid 

stating the obvious? Or take an 

' Without much opti­
mism, I suspected it 
will be years before 
we will ever see any­
thing close to Chung's 
caliber on this side of 
the Pacific. 

attempt to place them in Steven 

Soderbergh 's "Solaris," where 

the most powerful shots required 

silence? 

Where are we going with this 

youth-crazed culture and how far 

must we travel to finally arrive at 

the conclusion that liberation-ism 

should not deprive women of aging 

gracefully? 

The fourth wave of feminism 

should not be caught up with its mir­

rored self-image of past decades. By 

the numbers, Hollywood has more 

actresses in womanhood now than 

ever before. It certainly fooled me. 
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*Looking for a Jo-b?* 
The Campus Flea Market web site has over 60 

part-time and full-time jobs posted online! 

Log on to www.thecampusfleamarket.com to view 
jobs listed from: 

• Verizon Hawai'i • Gap, Inc. 

• Sheraton Waikiki • Pizza Hut 

• Servco Pacific, Inc. • Sears 

• Hawai'i Pacific Health • Plus many more! 
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