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Awkward student becomes Miss Asia International 
Joanne Hill 
Staff Writer 

Miss Asia International has beau­
tiful hands with petite fingers which 
she uses to help explain her words 
and tuck hair behind her ear. She has 
a tanned oval face with bright eyes 
and a beautiful smile, nothing like 
the girl that, according to Dana Li 
Dung, had terribly buck teeth and a 
short boy's ha"ircut. 

"They used to call me Bugs 
Bunny!" said Dana, smiling, but still 
aghast at the memory. This action 
frames beautiful straight teeth, 
which tell the story of growing up 
and out of the "ugly duckling" stage 
many girls haYe lived through. 

Dana's smile and long-black hair 
probably have a little to do with win­
ning the Miss Asia International Pag­
eant, but it's not the only thing. Her 
sentences are clear and well-thought 
out, and while her voice betrays a 
hint of nervousness, it is overshad­
owed by the sense of well-being and 
confidence that Dana possesses. 

But that wasn't always there, said 
Dana, who entered her first pageant 
in 1993 in an effort to gain .those 
things. 

"I didn't enjoy school that 
much ... because I was teased a lot," 
said Dana, remembering her elemen­
tary school years. Things began to 

look up when she got braces in the 
seventh grade and decided to leave 
the tomboy look by growing her hair 
out. By the ninth grade, her braces 
had come off and her hair 

-had grown to shoulder 
length. That was the year 
she got permission from 
her mom to a pag­
eant. 

"My first pageant was 
Miss Tropical Teen 
1993," said Dana, her 
eyes moving around the 
room as if picturing the 
night. She broke into a 
smile saying, "I fell flat 
on my face- not literally ... 
but I think I was the only 
one who didn't know 
what I was doing." She 
didn't win the pageant, 
but that wasn't the point. 
"I did it to make me feel 
good about myself, it 
gave me the self-esteem! 
needed." 

Dana won her second 
pageant, Miss Junior Teen 
Hawai'i of 1994. The 
contest was on her 15th 
birthday, and she remembers how 
four tables at the pageant sang 
Happy Birthday to her after she had 
won. 

Now, six years after her first pag­
eant, Dana is busily halfway through 

her reign as Miss Asia International. 
She won the contest Aug. 15 of last 
ye.ar and began her reign that day. 
As Miss Asia International, Dana 

makes appearances at other pageants 
throughout the year, parades and 
other community events. 

If this weren't enough to keep 
someone busy, Dung is a full-time 
student at KCC and works at the law 

firm of Kobayashi, Sugita and Gota. 
Dana plans to major in Fashion De­
sign and Merchandising when she 
transfers to UH Manoa. It has been 

what she's wanted to do 
since she was six. 

Maybe in the future 
Dana can give lessons on 
balancing time, as she . 
manages to keep up with 
all those activities, partici­
pate in church functions, 
and spend time with her 
family, boyfriend James, 
and dog Klondike. 

"!couldn't do what I do 
now if it weren't for them," 
said Dana of her tightly 
knit support group. 

Preparing for an up­
coming pageant is hectic, 
and everyone helps with 
things like running errands 
and transportation to differ­
ent events. 

Dana says one of the 
nicest favors was from 
James. She bad been in­
volved in pageant prepara­
tion from early morning 
until late at night. When 

she got home, said Dana, she was 
tired and hungry, and was surprised 
by a nice dinner prepared by her boy­
friend. 

As for a next pageant, Dana has 
no doubt she'll be there, but not as a 

contestant until her reign as Miss 
Asia International is over. "My mom 
calls me a pageant nut because I love 
pageants," said Dana. 

She is helping to coordinate the 
Miss Tropical Teen 1999 pageant, to 
be held in March, and has judged 
pageants in the past. "It's hard," said 
Dana, "you cari't judge (contestants) 
against each other, but on each girl's 
presentation." 

Dana will also participate in ac­
tivities relating to her platform, 
something all contestants choose 
when they enter a pageant. Dana's 
is "Kid's First". She chose this, she 
said, at a time when there was a lot 
in the news about domestic abuse of 
children. 

Dana said she has such a nice 
family, and would like all children 
to have the opportunity to grow up 
in a happy home as she did. Dana 
does not think children should be put 
back into an abusive home for the 
sake of keeping the family together. 

The thought of entering Miss 
Hawai'i one day is a definite possi­
bility, but not for the near future. 
Dana plans on entering other pag­
eants to prepare herself more, and 
then will consider entering that one. 
It probably wouldn't be too surpris­
ing to see her wearing Miss 
Hawai'i's crown one day, smiling, 
and hardly a hint of her awkward 
elementary days left. 

WorkP-Iac_e iil employee 
Jessica Carpenter 

Staff Writer 

The alarm goes off and music 
comes hurtling out of the radio speak­
ers into the sleeping ears of 25-year­
old Nathan Tsato. It is 9 a.m. and he 
has to get up for another day and 
night of work. Rolling out of bed, his 
short-cropped hair salutes to the air. 
He. grabs his clothes and has just 
enough time for a cup of coffee as he 
heads out the door. 

Work starts at 10:30 a.m. at the 
famed Alan Wong's restaurant on 
South King Street in Honolulu. The 
average workday for Nathan ends at 
11:30 at night, six days a week. If 
necessary, he will work seven. 
Nathan is an apprentice chef with 
hopes of owning his own restaurant 
one-day. 

Life and work at Alan Wong's is 
setting a new precedent in how busi­
ness is run and employees are treated. 

Looking at the grueling 
Alan Wong's employees have to en­
dure, one might automatically sus­
pect a lack of job satisfaction, but this 
is not the. case. 

The way in which Alan Wong 

treats his employees has the direct op­
posite effect. He instills in them a 
sense of empowerment and helps to 
generate the feeling of individual self 
worth. Everyone at Alan Wong's is 
part of an integral team and that team 
is part of a family. He asks only three 
things from his employees: that they 
do their very best, that they have a 
good attitude and that they truly care. 

Through continued education and 
workshops provided by Alan Wong 
and other instructors, he fulfills the 
desire for his employees to learn 
more and expand their knowledge. It 
is a symbiotic relationship between 
the employer and the employees, and 
it is working marvelously. 

The realization of these ideals 
comes through in the food that is pre­
pared. His cuisine has become leg­
endary, and there are plans to expand 
his business. His success is perhaps 
a direct result of his approach to busi­
ness and his treatment of employees. 

Employees at Alan Wong's are 
also encouraged to volunteer their 
time to charity. Every month some of 
the staff volunteer to feed the elderly 
at the community center in Mo'ili'ili. 
On Thanksgiving, they fed the home­
less. Alan Wong puts the money he 

Wreath made in KCC 
workshop wins Mayor's 
grand prize 
Kay lshimoto, who created this wreath in a 
FSHE non-credit workshop ta·ught by Dianne 
Nazarro was awarded the Mayor's grand prize 
for her wreath, which was on display at 
Honolulu Hale this Christmas. The workshops 
were organized by Randy Francisco. 

photo by Moriso Teraoka 

receives for work as a guest chef into 
a fund for the annual Christmas party. 
This year, that amount exceeded 
$10,000, all of which will go back to 
his employees through food, drink 
and prizes. 

Alan Wong's is just one example 
of how the business world is chang­
ing. The evidence is that more and 
more companies are opening them­
selves up to new ways of condpcting 
business and taking part in helping 
the community, locally and nation­
ally. · 

Dozens of companies including 
McDonald's, Oracle, Microsoft and 
Allstate have contributed multimil­
lion-dollar grants to help the disad­
vantaged youth of America. AT&T 
pledged $30 million to link schools 
to the Internet. Shell Oil promised to 
involve 25 percent of its employees 
in corporate volunteer programs . . 

In the November issue of Forbes 
magazine, Retired Gen. Colin Powel 
said, "Corporations have a vested in­
terest in helping today's youth to be­
come trained employees and work­
ing consumers of tomorrow." He 
added, "Every youngster who ends 
up in one of the new many jails we 
are building won't be a consumer or 

a worker." 
Research has shown that many 

companies that have given their em­
ployees paid time off to volunteer 
have found that higher morale, 
greater company loyalty and im­
proved teamwork have amply repaid 
them. 

According to reports, corporate 
giving remains strong. The nation's 
richest companies say their charitable 
contributions will rise 11 percent this 
year, furthering their corporate mis­
sions to support both community and · 
national programs. 

"We are in the midst of a revolu­
tion. It is not a political revolution. 
And it is not a violent revolution. This 
is a quiet movement that sneaked up 
on many Americans and now perme-

ates the work world. It is a revolu­
tion of thought and mind. It is an in­
formation revolution- a movement of 
intellect," said Brittney Duke, a re­
search manager for Life@Work 
magazine. 

Nathan leans back on the couch 
his red eyes can barely stay open, yet 
he is satisfied with his work. Will­
ingly, he will rise tomorrow to face 
another day and night of challenges 
and opportunities to do better, work 
harder and learn more. He said his 
boss, Alan Wong, has a way of in­
stilling in people. Perhaps it 
is this very passion that makes it all 
worthwhile. 

Alan Wong is a graduate of the 
KCC Culinary Arts program. 

Earn bachelor's 
degrees with 
specializations in: 

University of Hawai'i 

Accounting 

Anthropology 

Business 
Administration 

Day, evening and 
weekend programs 

Convenient location 

Affordable tuition 

Free parking 

attention 

West 
.. O'ahu 
UH West O'ahu offers 
junior- and senior-level 
courses to eligible 
students who have 
completed an associate 
in arts or 55 credits of 
qualified college courses. 
Call us at 454-4700 or 
visit our home page at 
www.uhwo.hawali.edu. '-

An Accredited, 
Opportunity/ Affirmative 
Action Institution 

Economics 

Hawaiian-Pacific 
Studies 

History 

Justice Administration 

Literature 

Philosophy 

Political Science 

Psychology 

Public Administration 
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For infonnation on the following jobs, please call the job placement office 
at 734-9514 or visit the Maida Kamber Center in '/lima 103. 

Student Helper 
General office work-typing, data en­
try, xeroxing, running errands, an­
swering the telephone, filing. $6.50/ 
hour .. Part time/ 19 hours per week. 
MondCJ.y through Friday between 
7:30 a.m. and 5 p.m. Must be a full 
time student and a U.S. citizen, U.S. 
national, or alien legally authorized 
to work in the United States. 
Student Assistant 
(2 positions available) '· 
General office clerical work which 
includes telephone reception, typing, 
photocopying, filing, transcription of 
notes and making periodic delivery 
runs to the Manoa campus, Queen's 
Hospital, Tripier Hospital, and the 
airport using our program's vehicle. 
Flexible schedule during the week 
although we need help especially on 
Mon., Wed. and Fri. Must be able to · 
work at least a three-hour shift dur­
ing some of those days between 8 
a.m. and 4:30p.m. for a total of 12-
15 hours per week. $6.05/hour. Re­
quirements: Clear speaking voice and 
proper command of the English 
language.Must be proficien! in ffiM 
compatible computers; Windows and 
word processing software programs; 
have a valid State of Hawai'i driver's 
license; be able to lift and carry ob­
jects weighing 25 lbs. maximum; be 
dependable and show up to work con­
sistently. Must be willing to work off 
campus at Leahi hospital (next to 
KCC). Must be enrolled for at least 
six college credits. 
Elementary After-School Aide 
Hours: 2:30-5:30 p.m., Mon.-Fri. El­
ementary children, ages 6-12 years. 
Assist program head with supervision 

of children." arid other program duties. 
Experience preferred. Salary based 
on experience. 

Pre-School After-School Aide 
Hours: 12:30-5:30 p.m., Mon.-Fri. 
Preschool children, ages 3-6 years. 
Assist program head with supervision 
of children and other program duties . 
Experience prefened. Salary based 
on experience. 
Accounting CJerk 
Private company looking for a part­
time accounting clerk to do clerical 
and computer data input. Typing 35-
40 wpm. Basic computer knowledge/ 
background helpful. 
Teacher 
After-school position available for 
certified teacher, grade K. Also a·c­
cepting college students. Hours: 
2:30-5:30 p.m., Mon.-Fri. Salary 
commensurate with experience. 

Summer Student Research 
Straub Foundation is accepting 

applications from college and univer­
sity students who wish to participate 
as student researchers in its annual 
Student Research Program. During 
the eight week program, students are 
assigned to clinical research projects 
and receive hands on experience. Stu­
dents may obtain information and 
applications by calling Straub Foun­
dation at 524-6755. Deadline is 
March 1. 

$$$$$SPENDING MONEY$$$$$$ 
Earn $50 or more per day. Part­

time or full-time. No experience nec­
essary. Will train. Call 395-2493 
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 

FOR RENT: 1 bdrm apt, $575; 2 
bdrm, $800. 2131 Fern St. near bus, 
Kap~olani & University. 395-5262. 

Can you identify where 
on campus this picture 

was taken? 
If you can, then fill out the entry blank below and bring it to Lama 

119 or just e-mail us your answer and information to: 
kapio@leahi.kcc.hawaii.edu 

Your subject line should say "Where is it?" 
One correct answer each week will win a surprise gift. 

Winners and prizes will be listed in the Kapi' o. 
Good Luck! 

Location: 

Name: 
E-mail: 
Contact#:-------------

INFOLINE KAPI'O JANUARY 11, 1999 

FREE WORKSHOPS 
Spring 1999 Secrets of Success Workshops .. All Spring 1999 SOS Workshops are 12:00 noon - 1:00 p.m. Free and 
open to all KCC students. For disability accommodations call Gail Harada at 734-9342 at least 10 working days 
before the workshop you want to attend. Kapiolani Community College is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action 

Institution. Thinking Through History 

SOS Time Management Tips Learning Styles Gain insight into history with Colette 
Learn the secrets of time manage- Discover your learning style with Higgins and Brian Cassity on Wed., 

ment with Sally Pestana on Wed., Jan. Coletle Higgins on Wed., Feb. 3 in Feb. 24 in lliahi 228F. 
13 in Ohia 118. Iliahi 228F. 

Textbook Reading Strategies 
Discover more efficient ways to read 
with Link a Corbin-Mullikin on Wed., 
Jan. 20, in Iliahi 228F 

Note Taking Tips 
Find out how to improve your lec­
ture notes with Sally Pestana on 
Mon., Jan. 25, in Ohia 118. 

How to Survive an Online Course 
Get online skill tips from Jimmy 
Shimabukuro on Wed., Jan. 27 in 
lliahi 228F. 

Dealing with Math Anxiety 
Learn about ways to overcome math 
anxiety with John Flanigan on Mon., 
Feb. 1 in lliahi 228F. 

Coping with Test Anxiety 
Sti-ive to deal with test anxiety with 
John Flanigan on Mon., Feb. 8 in 
Iliahi 228F 

Decoding Math Word Problems 
Decipher word problems with Anne 
Flanigan and Mavis Hara on Friday, 
Feb. 12 in Iliahi 228F. 

Memorization Tips 
Try to remember more with Sally 
Pestana on Wed., Feb. 17 in Ohia 118. 

Essay Exam Tips 
Develop better essay exam answers 
with Jimmy Shimabukuro on Mon., 
Feb. 22 in lliahi 228F. 

Communications Skills 
Keith Kashiwada shares tips on com­
municating better on Wed., March 3 
in Iliahi 228F 

Library Research Strategies 
Get the scoop on basic research skills 
on Mon., March 15 in Lama 116. 

Arc You Ready for an Online 
Course? 
Find out what you need to know with 
Jinuny Shimabukuro on Wed., April 
141n lliahi 228F. 

Attention!! 

Spring 1999 Grammar Workshops. All LAC Grammar Workshops will be 
held in Iliahi 228F. The LAC Grammar Workshops are FREE, but you must 
sign up at the LAC main counter by noon Monday the week of the workshop 
you want to attend. For disability accommodations, call Gail Harada at 
734-9342 at least 10 working days before the workshop you want to attend. 
Kapiolani Community College is an Equal Opportunity/Affinnative Action 
Institution. 

Anyone who videotaped the KCC 
1998 graduation ceremony at the 
Waikiki Shell (or portions thereof) , 
please call Sandra at 734-9225 

Hawaiian Club general meeting 
Monday, Jan. 25, from 9- 10:30 a.m. 
in Ohia 102. For more information, 
please call 734-9322 1st Session 

Tuesdays, 12- 12:55 p.m. 
January 19: Fragments 
January 26: Run-Ons and Comma 
Splices 
February 2: Subject-Verb Agreement 
February 9: Pronoun-Antecedent 
Agreement 

February 16: Verb Problems­
Present and Present Perfect Tenses 
February 23: Verb Problems-Past 
and Past Perfect Tenses 
March 2: Misplaced and Dangling 
Modifiers 
March 9: Commas, Colons, and 
Semicolons 

2nd Session 
Wednesdays, 3- 3:55p.m. 
February 3: Fragments 
February 10: Run-Ons and Comma 
Splices 
February 17: Subject-Verb Agree­
ment 
February 24: Pronoun-Antecedent 

Agreement 
March 3: Verb Problems - Present 
and Present Perfect Tenses 
March 10: Verb Problems- Past 
and Past Perfect Tenses 
March 17: Misplaced and Dangling 
Modifiers 
March 31: Mixed Construction and 
Illogical Connections 

ED 198-Early Literacy Tutor Train- · 
ing will be ready for delivery over 
HITS this spring. The course begins 
on Tuesday, January 12 from 11 :15 
to 12:30 in Naio. Service-learning 
students are encouraged to register 
for this course. 
Students are encouraged to see Bob 
Franco (X438) about opportunities 
for America Reads Work study posi­
tions. These Work Study students 
also need to complete tutor training 
offeredatUHMonJan.16. They will 
then be paid to tutor young readers 
at elementary schools. 

Are You A Pre-Health or Hospitality Student? 
Do you need a CPR/ 
First Aid Class? 
If so, keep reading. 

KCC Department o~ 
Emergency Services is 
offering the following 
classes: 

•Standard First Aid 
6.5 hours 
Meets OSHA Require­
ments 
Cost: $35 

•Community First Aid 
and Safety 
9 hours 
Cost: $45 

•Professional CPR 
12 hours 
Cost: $50 

•Automated External 
Defribrillation Class 
4 hours 
Cost: $50 

• Emergency Response 
60 hours 
Security people, 
Coaches, Lifeguards, 
Firemen, etc. 
Cost: $150/ plus books 

Increase your marketable skills, Call Kapiolani Emergency 
Medical Services Program for dates and times. 
Phone 734-9288 or 734-9289 

oo you get SLEEPY AFTER READING 
ONLY A FEW PAGES? 

-Do you count th~ number of pages that are assigned? 
-Are you a slow reader? 
-Do you often have to reread for meaning? 
-Do you have trouble concentrating when you rea9? 
-Do you get headaches/eyestrain when you read? 

If you experience any of the above, you may 
have a special type of visual problem thalls not 
correctable with glasses, contacts or surgery. 

We can solve these common problems 
and make you a better reader . 

. DR. CLAYTON GUSH I KEN 
Optometrist, Specializing in Reading Problems 

941-3811 
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