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Hawaii State Art Museum 
interesting and educational 
By Kari Wright 
GRAPIDCS EDITOR 

From its whitewashed Spanish 
mission style exterior to its eclec­

tic collection of fine Hawaiian 

art, the Hawaii State Art Museum 

uniquely mixes both art and history. 

The Hawaii State Art Museum first 

opened its doors in 2002. Origi­

nally Hawaii 's first hotel, the build­

ing that proudly stands now looks 

nothing like it did when it was first 

constructed in 1872. During World 
War I, the hotel was transformed 

into the Army and Navy YMCA. 

After severe damage from overuse 
and termites, the historical building 

was rebuilt to look as it does today. 
The state of Hawaii purchased the 

property in 2000 and later chose to 

dedicate the second floor to the State 

Foundation on Culture and the Arts' 
Hawaii State Art Museum. 

The museum is split into two sec­
tions, one in the west-wing and the 

other in east. In the entryway to 

the west-wing, a tremendous Herb 

Kawainui Kane masterpiece wel­

comes you: orange from a spouting 

volcano reflects off of navy blue 
seas; some of the first Hawaiians 

seated in a catamaran stare in dis­

belief at the fiery glory. Sadly this 

painting, done by the man claimed 
to be one Hawaii's National Trea­

sures, does not represent the rest 
of the art that lies beyond in "The 

Enriched by Diversity" section. 

Most of these pieces had little appeal 
and hung limply from the walls like 

over washed rags. Some of the three­

dimensional pieces, although inter­
esting to look at for a moment, held 
little depth and hardly any insight. 

Yet the west-wing's exhibits, sec­

tionedoffintotwo parts, the "Reflect-

ing Hawaii Through Photography" 

and then "Inner Scapes" displays 

represent the museum's true trea­

sures. An array of black and white 

photos of everyday life in Hawaii, 

done by a variety of artists, seems to 
have captured the sad, loving, diffi­

cult and painful moments of Hawai­
ians. Furthermore, past the visual 

timeline of art in Hawaii, the "Inner 

Scapes" exhibit begins with works 

that explore the innermost portray­

als of what artists perceive, feel 

and remember about nature. Here 

the heavy paintings loom off of the 
white walls, with themes of geology 

and history, of the physical world 

melting into the metaphysical, from 

the mundane to the sublime and the 
world beyond. A metallic shine, cap­

turing the light itself, mixes down to 

gray sand. An emerging cloud of red 

that represents power and solace of 

the natural world and beyond liter­

ally floats off a huge canvas. Then 

there are the many pieces inspired 
by Asian culture, from a black and 

white rendition of a Buddhist water­

fall to the finely-textured "Dsui" 

paper. Scattered throughout are 

strange sculptures constructed of 
wood, glass, metal and rock, adding 

depth and curiosity to their construc­

tion. 

Set aside a few hours and see for 

yourself that the Hawaii Art Museum 
is worth exploring. The Museum is 

open lO a.m. to 4 p.m., Tuesday-Sat­

urday. 

Admission is free and the Museum 
is located in the No. 1 Capitol District 

Building on the comer of S. Hotel 

and Richards Street. There is public 
parking within walking distance and 
many enjoyable restraints in the area. 

For driving directions or more infor­

mation, call 808-586-0900. 

'C};\TS' doesn:t live up 
to Its reputation 
By Diane S.W. Lee 
STAFF WRITER 

One of the longest-running 
musicals to date, Andrew Lloyd 

Webber's "CATS," returned to the 

islands once again for a weeklong 
engagement. As soon as I learned 

that the Broadway musical "CATS" 
was coming to town, I immedi­

ately jumped at the opportunity to 

purchase tickets. But with all the 

hype surrounding the musical, it is 

difficult to see how it could live up 

to its reputation. 
Sitting in almost the worst 

seats in the house , my friend 
and I were miles away from the 

action on stage. Unlike the two 

people sitting beside us , both of 
whom had brought binoculars by 

the way, we had no choice but to 

squint our eyes. It was of no use 

straining our eyes, for nothing 

had changed, we were still sitting 

in the balcony section - third to 

the last row. But all hope was not 
lost, however, I ended up purchas­

ing the colorful program booklet 

during the second act to compen­

sate for the misfortune. 

The choreography for "CATS" 

was spectacular, and the move­

ments were very cat-like. Although 
the performers were visible from 

afar, I missed out on the simple 

pleasures of watching perfor­

mances up close. I could barely 
distinguish the characters from 

each other, let alone their facial 

expressions or the elaborate details 
of their face paints and fur-like 
costumes. But every cat had unique 

individual costumes and make-up, 

which projected their personalities 

and voices. Rum Tum Tugger, for 
example, was dressed as a rock star 

and his personality was reflected 

off from his costume. 
The musical featured different 

genres of music from rock to jazz. 

Beyond a doubt, these cats could 
sing! They had the ability to deliver 

the highest notes possible, without 

seeming strained. But there were 

times when it felt as if I were wit­

nessing a live opera and I couldn't 
understand a word they were sing­

ing. They were howling to the 
moon, the way real cats behaved. 

But as the Second Act progressed, 

the cats got better as more of the 

main characters took to the stage. 
"Memories," was without a doubt, 

the most heartwarming song from 

the musical and definitely the most 
understandable when compared to 

rest. The song will stay with you 
well after the show is over. 

Although the audience was 
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introduced to many of the charac­

ters in Act One, there were none 

to identify with. With difficulty 

comprehending what the cats 

had sung, I had an unclear idea 

of what the story was about. It 

seemed that it was about a bunch 
of cats howling in a junkyard. It 
wasn't until the end that I actually 

felt I had a limited understanding 

of the plot. 
Unless you love the furry felines 

or are willing to spend well over 

$50 for good seats, I'd recom­
mend you bring binoculars. Oth­

erwise, purchase the DVD instead 
for the full "CATS" experience. 

Perhaps, the show would ' ve been 

more enjoyable with better seat­

ing. Regardless, I hate to admit it, 
but "CATS" wasn't as memorable 

as I'd hoped for it to be. Perhaps, 

older generations would find the 

musical appealing, but I'd stray 

away from this bunch of cats. 
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can set up a set schedule, which is 
a major help if you are a person 
who lacks a bit of self-discipline. 

Make sure you are rested and 
not hungry before the exam. It 
will help you focus and be more 
aware when you are taking the 
test. Eat a well-balanced meal 
about an hour before the exam 
and go to bed early. Do a bit 
of revision in the morning just 
checking answers you may be a 
little unsure of. · 

Stop studying about an hour 
before the test. This allows time 
for you to calm down so you are 
able to think clearly. When you are 
done with the exam always proof­
read your answers. Often you can 
determine an answer to a question 
by the way another question is 
worded. Being aware of this and 
acting upon it can greatly improve 
your scores. 

During exams the most impor­
tant thing to remember is that no 
matter how stressed you are it will 
be over before you know it, so the 
best thing to do it put your nose 
down and get it done with. 

News about French at 
Kapi'olani Community 

College: 

I. New Beginning French 101-102 
intensive course for summer! 

Students may enroll in either 101 or 102, 
or both. 

French 101: May 23-J~ne 24 
French 102: June 27-July 29 

Class meets daily from 9-12. Students will use the new 
textbook, DEBUTS, and view a full-length feature film 
that aq:ompanies the textbook. The film offers increased 
focus on culture, real-life situations and up-to-date spoken 

·. French. Topics indude work situatiol)s, family relationships 
(including dysfunctional . ones!), · marriage problems, 
restaurants, fashion, identity, World War JI,. Quebec, 
Morocco, and Algeria. And, of course, French bread! The 
fi_lm is like a soap opera. Will Camille stop fighting with her 
mother? ... · . . ·· · . 
Will she ever want to see her estranged father again? Was 
her grandfather a traitor? Does Bruno sti[l love her? Will 
Camille get fired? Will she run off with a Ral musician in 
Marseille? Is she being dangerously lured to Casablanca? 
Well, at least "we'll always have Paris." 

II. New LLEA 239 WI: Intro to French 
Literature and Film in Translation (writing 

intensive). 
Fall semester, TuTh 12:05-1:20 

This will be taught for the second time this Fall. Students 
will study classic French literary texts and then see the 
film version! Sometimes several film versions will be 
compared. Students must do extensive reading and 
writing in this course. They will appreciate the influence 
French literature has had on American cinema and on their 
own lives. Did you know the film "Cruel Intentions" has 
French connections? What does Lancelot have in common 
with Madame Bovary? 

JOB FAIR: April27, Wednesday 

10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

Some of the employers are: 
Kaiser Permanente 
Carlsrnith Ball 
Diagnostic Laboratory Services 
Oceanic Time Warner 
Shorebird & Ocean House 
Snelling Personnel Services 

Cafeteria, 'Ohi'a · 

Be prepared to approach employers 
Dress appropriately 

Have your resume in hand 
Be prepared to complete applications 

YMCA 
United Airlines 
Kahala Caterers 
PACT 
O' ahu Worklinks 
Zippy 's 

Macys 
City Mill 
Kuakini Hospital 
Checker Auto Parts 
C.S. Wo 
and more 

To learn more about the openings employers will have available, come to the informational table at the 
entrance to the cafeteria on April 18 and 25, Monday, from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Contact the Job Placement 
Office, 734-9434, jobs@hawaii.edu for more information. 

AN EMPLOYEE'S MARKET 
The state is experiencing a surge in the economy which has lowered the unemployment rate. The lowered unem­
ployment rate means there are more job openings than applicants for the many openings with numerous employers. 
This in turn translates to applicants being able to apply at various businesses and having the pick that suits their 
needs and wants of the "perfect" job. 
If you have wanted to work at a particular business or employer but openings are rare, this is your chance to work 
up that cover letter and resume and submit it to that company because chances are they are looking for employees. 
If your current job is not that "perfect" fit and you are thinking about looking for another opportunity, this is the 
time to do it. 

A few of the current openings: 
-Office Assistant full-time Mon-Fri, 8 to 4:30 Cross pointe 

BubbaGump · - Sales variable flexible . 
- Student Caller part-time flexible 
-Assistant Pantry part-time 
- Summer Group Leader · 30 working days , 

Check out the following websites for current openings: 

. UH Foundation 
Hilton 
Hongwanji Mission School 

· .... ~ . 

www.thecampusfleamarket.com- a website by thee-Business students to advertise current openings 
received by the Job Placement Office, scholarship information, and items for sales. 
www.its.sece.hawaii.edu- a website hosted by U.H. Manoa with part-time on al).d off campus jobs. 
Use of U.H. username and password necessary for access. 

For more information, contact the Job Placement Office at 734-

9434 or jobs@hawaii.edu. 

Think of ALTRES as the starting point 
for life after college. We let you test 
drive great jobs, careers and industries. 
And we place more people permanently 
in Hawaii's top companies than any 
other firm. There's no fee or obligation 
for our services. For a good job after 
you graduate, call us. 

·~; 
Hawai 'i 's Employment Expert 

• Office/Professional • Industrial 
• Technical • Medical 

Honolulu • Pearl City • Hila • Kona 

591-3238 
a«res.com/9290 
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