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FRLLING 
FEARLESSLY 

13,000 FEET ON LRBOR DRY 
By John Kruse 

Staff WriTer -

conditions were not satisfactory for 
_ skydiyiog . . WhaLa relief, I <lidn'1_ 

have to do it after all, at least not 

The wind was blowing fiercely 
as my Tandem instructor Yoshi and 
I leaped out of a perfectly good air­
plane at 13,000 feet. Next thing I 
know is that I'm headed for the 
Earth head first, but within a split 
second we level off like an airplane. 

My mood changes from the un­
known to pure excitement. We fall 
9,000 feet in a matter of 50 sec-
onds. 

With the wind blowing through 
my body, I feel a pure sensation of 
freedom as I float through the sky. 
I open up and begin flying like Su-
perman. 

A photographer positioned in 
front of me encourages me to look 
his way and smile. Smiling is not a 
problem, but yelling out my excite­
ment is, because the strong winds 
muffle my words, not to mention 
my equilibrium, is thrown off by the 
pressure building up in my ears. 

The wind, like a charging force, 
surrounds my body. I feel my face 
stretching like elastic as my body 
twirls round and round throughout 
the horizon. 

While falling, I feel a cool sen­
sation of ice- cold air blazing 
against the surface of my skin. 

The one thing that really caught 
me off guard was my perception of 
heights, for here I was falling thou­
sands of feet in a matter of seconds 
and that fear of dying didn't cross 
my mind not once, not even for a 
split second. 

Our journey started on Sunday, 
Sept. 1, when a group of us decided 
to do a tandem skydive. Ryan 
Santos, TimLenheim, Jennifer Lee 
and I journeyed to Dillingham Air­
field in Mokulea. When we arrived, 
we were informed that the weather 

on Sunday. 
The employee of Skydive Ha­

waii informed us that we could fill 
out the paper work, view the in­
structional video and return the 
following day to the dive. The pres­
sure was off, but at the same time . 
my desire to skydive grew stronger 
than ever before. 

The following day there was no 
turning back because the skies were 
crystal clear. The four of us returned 
to Dillingham Air Field and I re­
member feeling a lot of anxiety. I 
kept asking myself, why am I do­
ing this? What am I going to prove 
by jumping out of a plane? 

I remember pacing the grounds 
after paying and suiting up for our 
jump. I kept thinking, that once in 
the air, I'd chicken out and lose my 
entire investment, for I remember 
my fear of heights as a child, and 
only recently did I challenge that 
fear by riding the Ejection Seat at 
the 50th State Fair. 

The four us finally boarded the 
plane. I remember the look on the 
other's faces- the look of the un­
known, of not knowing what to ex­
pect, for there were no guarantees 
of survival because studies have 
shown that accidents in all sports 
do happen. The worst thing that 
could happen was our parachute 
would fail, plunging us to a hideous 
death. 

The time had finally arrived 
when the door of the airplane 
opened up. Yoshi informed me that 
we would be jumping shortly after 
my photographer. 

I watched as the photographers 
jumped, then hung on to the side of 
the plane to take pictures of the 
jumpers. Then I watched as my 
friend Tim and his tandem instruc-

tor took the plunge into the un­
kn_pwn, followed by my 
pher. Now it was my turn and there 
was no turning back. 

Yoshi pulled the parachute and 
I realize just how fast we've been 
falling after seeing the photogra­
pher disappear like a racing bullet. 
Free falling didn't feel like falling 
at all, it rather felt like flying fast. 

My mood changes to a smooth 
sensation of pure bliss. The view of 
the horizon captures my attention 
as we slowly sail toward Earth. I 
can see past the mountains as far as 
Diamond Head as we descend to­
wards the Earth's surface. 

My instructor asks me how I'm 
doing, and I explain that I'm doing 
great just great, but my stomach 
begins to rock and roll as he ma­
neuvers the parachute to spin us in 
circles. I take a deep breath to avoid 
any possibility of throwing up, and 
return my focus to my surroundings 
which include the beautiful blue 
sky, the tall mountains, the green­
ery and the calm ocean of crashing 
waves. 

We land safely on the ground 
about six minutes after opening our 
chute. My instructor and I give each 
other a high five as we celebrate my 
victory of conquering the unknown. 
We pose for a picture, and he gives 
me a certificate acknowledging my 
accomplishment. 

We see it in movies and televi­
sion, people freely jumping off a 
plane to glide through the horizon, 
but do we ever really get in touch 
with our own feelings about taking 
the risk and putting ourselves out 
there where only birds and man­
made aircraft can maintain flight. 

I suggest if you have the desire 
to skydive,just do it. You'll expe­
rience the time of your life, unlike 
anything you have ever experienced 
before. 
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Yoshi and I boarding the plane. 
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In and Around Town · · · 

ARI'FAIR 
The wares of crafters from 

across the state Sept. 14 and 15, 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. will be displayed at Ala 
Moana Park. This Fall Fair will fea­
ture over 150 crafts people. Catch 
various demonstrations, handcrafts, 
presentations as well as a wide ar-

. ray of ethnic foods and entertain­
ment. Free, operi to the public. 

BOOK-CELLAR READING 
Charlene Gilmore, author of 

Breaking Ground and Susan Lee St. 
John, a poet, will be on hand for a 
Book Cellar Reading. Sept. 10, 7:30 
p.m. at the Meeting Place Cafe, 401 
Karnakee St. For further info, call 
373-2366. 

POETRY READING 
Don't miss Heiwa, a bilingual 

reading of peace poetry both in 
English and Japanese, Sept. 13, 7 
p.m at the Japanese Cultural Cen­
ter. Various poems will be read in 
honor of the late Senator Spark M. 
Matsunaga. For more information, 
contact Brian for 956-6433. 
Hawai'i 

THEATREFFST 
Hawai'i Theater for Youth will 

host auditions for THEATREFEST 
'96. Sep. 14, 12 p.m - 5 p.m. at 
University Lab SchooJ Auditorium/ 
Theater. THEATREFEST is a pro­
gram which offers Hawai'i young 
people between the ages of 12-20 
the chance to write and perform 
their own material 

ARI'EXHffiiT 
Gallery Iolani will exhibit the 

work of Snowden Hodges and Paul 
Nash who are faculty at WCC. 
Opening reception is Sep. 13 from 
4 p.m. - 7 p.m. with the exhibit run-

ning through Oct. 4. For more info 
contact Gallery Iolani at 235-7346 

HONOLULU'S FAMOUS 
CEMETERIES 

The Nostalgia of by-gone-eras 
are covered in Hawai'i's foremost 
authority on cemeteries, Nanette 
Purnell. Each cemetery has a story 
to tell, join Nanette as she explores 
the rich, multi-ethnic history of Ho­
nolulu through its cemeteries. First 
meeting is set for Sept. 15 from 9 -
11 a.m. Course fee : $5. Meeting 
Place: Cemetery entrance. 

A TASTE OFTHE BIG ISLAND 
Hawai 'i, the Big Island is fea­

tured with KCC Alumnus Chef/In­
structor Faith Ogawa. She will fea­
ture recipes from her private col­
lection. Whether planning for a 
family of five or 50 join Faith and 
experience her excitement and joy 
from the kitchen. The class is for 
Sept. 14, 8:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. 
Course Fee: $27.50. 

HONOLULU ACADEMYOF 
AKfS 

Art workshop 
Learn Drawing, Painting, Ce­

ramics and more in the Art Center's 
fall adult classes. Classes begin 
Sept. 10 and continue through De­
cember 14. Call532-8741 for a bro­
chure and further information. 
Poetry ~eading 

"Fire in the Sea An Anthology 
of Poetry and Art", selected by Sue 
Cowing. Sept. 12, 5:30 - 7:30p.m. 
Poetry from around the world in­
cluding Hawai'i and the Pacific is 
included with several guest speak­
ers involved. 
Asian ceramics 

An exhibition featuring ceram­
ics from many different regions of 

Asia, including Japan, China, Ko­
rea and Vietnam. Some of the art­
ist works feature Hamada Shoji 
(1894-1978) who made an impact 
in Japan and Shimaoka Tatsuzo 
who was just designated an Impor­
tant Cultural Living National Trea­
sure by the Japanese government. 

This exhibit runs through July 
97. 
Whispers: Recent Works by 
Hanae Uechi Mills 

Mills is a well-established fig­
ure in the local contemporary scene. 
She is highly regarded as both art­
ist and teacher. In her exhibition 
view on the second floor at the 
Academy Art Center Sept. 13-30, 
she examines important themes in 
oil on canvas and mixed media 
works. 

Mills received both a Bachelor 
of Fine Arts and a Master of Fine 
Arts form UHManoa. She has ex­
hibited her work both in Hawai 'i 
and the Mainland and is represented 
in a number of private and public 
collections. A recipient of many 
awards, she was most recently se­
lected as a 1996 Emerging Artist in 
Residence at the Pilchuck School 
of Glass. 
Performances 

Koto No Saiten. Members of 
Sawai Koto Kai Hawai 'i, Bernice 
Hirai, Shoko Hikage and Bob Herr 
play koto and shakuhachi. Cost is 
$12, $10 senior citizens. They will 
perform on Sept. 14, 7:30p.m. 

Pianist Awadagin Pratt returns 
to perform a program of his favor­
ite composers, including works by 
Beethoven, Chopin, Schubert, 
Bach, Liszt and Scriabin. Cost is 
$18, $15 for members, $12 for se­
nior citizens. Performance on Sept. 
15 at4 p.m. 

FILMS 

Farrebique is a 1947 French 
film directed by Georges Rouguier. 
It's a drama about life on a French 
farm. 

Biqqquefarre is the 1983 sequel 
to the classic Farrebique. 

BIG MELE 
Cypress Hill, Presidents of the 

United States of America, No 
Doubt, Dancehall Crashers, Mighty 
Mighty Boss tones and Dish walla is 
the lineup of Big Mele 4 presented 
by Budweiser Concert Series and 
Golden Voice. 

The show will take place at 
Kualoa Ranch (49-560 
Karnehameha Hwy.) on Sept. 14, 
11:30. Gates open at 10 a.m. Tick­
ets are $26, parking on ranch 
grounds is free. 

No coolers, lawn chairs or out­
side food and drinks. No parking on 
highway. 

Tickets for both Lush and the 
Big Mele are available at all Hun­
gry Ear Records, Tower Records, 
Tower Video, Pearl Harbor Bloch 
Arena, ITT Outlet at Kaneohe 
MCBH. Also available at The Con­
nection Outlets: Jelly's, Tempo's 
House of Music Ala Moana Tempo 
Music, UH Campus Center and 
MTI Desk at Waikiki Beachcomber 
hotel or for 24 hour charge-by­
phone call545-4000 or 1-800-333-
3388 (with service charges). For 
more information call947-CLUB. 

LUSH 
Golden Voice presents Lush at 

The Groove (1130N. Nimitz Hwy) 
on Sept. 12. Tickets are $17.50, 
show your Big Mele ticket get $5 
off at the door. Doors open 7:30 
p.m If you show a Big Mele ticket . 
you can get $5 off, but only at the 
door. For more information call 

947-CLUB. 

AMERICAN RED CROSS 
The Hawai 'i State Chapter of the 

American Red Cross needs volun­
teers to work in its Development 
Department evenings from 5 - 8 
p.m. for the month of September. 
Volunteers will assist staff in a 
simple computer project that con­
sists of merging records. A short un­
complicated training session will 
provided. For more information, 
call Lynn Nakagawa at 739-8109. 

BLOOD DONOR 
RECRUITMENT 

Summertime through early Fall, 
when blood is traditionally in short 
supply. 

The holiday season (November­
January) when the need for blood 
is the greatest, yet the fewest people 
donate. 

Over 40,000 units of blood are 
needed daily. 

The target is all adults, ages 17 
to 72 who are medically eligible to 
donate blood. 

For more information please 
contact: American Red Cross, 734-
2101 

CLASSIFIED 

Work from home! Mail Order 
Power! 
Set your own hours. 
Be your own boss. You decide 
how much you are worth! Send 
for our free booklet, 
Work from Home! Send a 
S.A.S.E. to: D&G Enterprise, 
45-934 Kam. Hwy., Suite C-
123, kaneohe, HI 96744 
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FACUU'YMEMBER NEEDS 
BLOOD 

Long time faculty member of 
KCC, C. Eric Sears, is a patient at 
Kaiser hospital who requires regu­
lar blood transfusions because of 
cancer. If -anyone can help with 
blood replacement, credit donations 
may be made at the Blood Bank of 
Hawai 'i, call 845-9966 for an ap­
pointment and designate your do­
nation for C. Eric Sears, Kaiser 
record number 8-35-99. Mail your 
''proof of donation" card to Kaiser 
Permanente collections department: 
711 Kapi'olani blvd., Honolulu, HI 
96813. 

JOBS 
The following are jobs from a 

list in the Job Placement Office in 
'Dima 103. For more information, 
and other jobs not listed, contact 
Gemma Williams at 734-9512 

Medical Assistant 
PT 14 hrs/wk, Dermatology, 

Wed 7 a.m.-5 p.m. & Sat 8 a.m. -
noon. 

Call-in, Dermatology, Wed and 
Fri 8 a.m.-1 p.m.& Sat 8 a.m.-12 
noon. Graduate of medical assist­
ing program or at least one year 
equivalent nursing program re-

quired. Must pass pharmacology 
exam within three months of hire. 
Experience preferred. 
Patient Service 
Representative 

PT, Hawai 'i Kai, 20 hrs/wk, Fri 
5-9 p.m., Sat 8 a.m.-6 p.m, Sun 12 
noon - 6 p.m. Additional coverage 
as needed. Receptionist & general 
clerical responsibilities. Experience 
dealing with the public; able to 
communicate effectively required. 
Current CPR. pref. 

PT, 32hrs/week, Health Educa­
tion, Mon-S at, hours vary between 
8 a.m.-6 p.m., additional coverage 
as required. Receptionist and gen­
eral clerical duties. Experience 
dealing with the public; able to 
communicate effectively required. 
Current CPR pref. 
PatientAccount Rep~esentative 

Ff Temp (three mos), Gov't 
Billing and Follow-up, M-F 8 a.m.-
4:30 p.m Additional coverage as 
needed. Follows up on AIR with 
third-party payers and patients to 
complete the collection process 
within Business Services follow-up 
and collection guidelines. Receives 
third-party payor and patient ques­
tions./concems and handle accord­
ingly. Must have two years of busi­
ness office exp; working knowl-

edge of health insurance claim fil­
ing requirements for third-party 
payers and knowledge of CPT and 
lCD codes; be goal/production ori­
ented and be able to adapt well to 
change, work well with others and 
communicate effectively. 
Associate's degree from an accred­
ited college/university in Business 
Administration with three yrs of ex­
perience in the healthcare environ­
ment and knowledge of medical ter­
minology. 
AfterSchool Ca~e Leader 

Supervise with two other assis­
tant leaders, 40 children, to plan ac­
tivities daily. Must have High 
School Diploma, experience work­
ing wifh children. 
Thtor 

MWF Flexible hours up to 20/ 
wk, T Th 12:30-1:45 (in class lab) 
Tutor student in Accounting 125 
and 155. Must have completed 
above coursed; good communica­
tion skills and patient. 
Teacher or Teacher Assistant 

M-F 9:30-12:30, M-F 12:30-
3:30. Assist teacher or teach pre­
school children ages 2-5. Pre-edu­
cation major or graduate of early 
childhood certificate. Pre-school 
experience helpful. 
Office Assistant 

PT, Korean speaking (fluent); 
good communication; some En­
glish, computer skills (will train). 
Nurse's Aid (CNA) 

Eight hour shift (flexible work 
schedule). Provide care for the eld­
erly (i.e. feeding, bathing, charting, 
etc.), cleaning and cooking. Must 
be nursing student, CPR and first 
aid certified, TB clearance, able to 
cook. 

WORKSHOPS 
Careers Based on Interests 

An introduction to personal val­
ues, interests and skills. Sign-up in 
' Ilima 103. Presenter is Sharon 
Rota. Sept. 16, noon- 1:15 at 'Ohia 
103. 
'fransfer \\brkshops 
UHMANOA: ART PROGRAM 

Kauka DeSilva and Frank Bea­
ver will provide information about 
the UHM Art Program require­
ments. Sept. 16, noon- 1: 15 at Kalia 
203. 
Healthca~e Workshops 
Exploring Health Sciences Careers 

Russ Kinningham will provide 
an overview of KCC's Health Sci­
ences programs. Sept. 10, 2- 3:30 
p.m at 'Ohia 103. 
Emergency Medical Services 

Ed Kalinowski will provide an 
overview of KCC's EMS program. 

Sept. 11, 9 - 11 a.m. at Kauila 207. 
Medical Assisting 

Joan Young will provide an ori­
entation of this program. Sept.. 12, 
9- 11 a.m at Kauila 109. 
Physical Therapist Assistant 

Marilyn-Miller provides a ori­
entation of this program. Sept. 9, 3 
- 5 p.m. at Kauila 114. 
Registered Nursing 

Information session on program. 
Sept. 10,3-5 p.m. at Kopiko 127. 
Respiratory Care 

Stephen Wehrman provides an 
orientation on this program. Sept. 
13, noon- 1:30 at Kauila 217. 

DON'T!!! 
Please do not post notices on 
Kapi 'o newspaper boxes . 
Some of are boxes were just 
painted and many of are boxes 
are new. Placing notices on 
these boxes will ruin the paint. 

LOSTAND FOUND 
Found: a necklace in Parking 
Lot A. To claim it, call 734-
9242. 
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