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Week	of	April	26,	2021

Bulletin	No.	47	from	Chancellor	Maenette	Benham
E	ala!	E	alu!	E	kuilima!

Awaken!	Come	together!	Join	hands!

Statement	of	Gratitude:	
At	times,	our	own	light	goes	out	and	is	rekindled	by	a	spark	from	another	person.	Each	of	us	has	
cause	to	think	with	deep	gratitude	of	those	who	have	lighted	the	flame	within	us.	Albert	Schweitzer

Update	COVID-19

At	this	time,	we	have	not	determined	that	vaccinations	will	be	mandated	for	Fall	2021	for	students	returning	to	
campus.	That	said,	we	are	assessing	where	students	may	be	required	to	be	vaccinated	as	a	condition	to	participating	in	
certain	activities,	such	as	living	in	on-campus	residence	halls	and	participating	in	athletics,	with	limited	exceptions	for	
medical	or	religious	reasons.		We	would	strongly	encourage	all	students	and	employees	to	be	fully	vaccinated	prior	to	Fall	
2021	if	they	want	to	fully	participate	in	in-person	activities,	classes	or	work.

Update	on	Gradual	Reopening	of	UH	West	Oʻahu	Campus

The	UH	System	is	currently	reviewing	how	and	when	our	campuses	will	reopen	to	the	public.	As	you	know	our	campus	is	
open	to	all	faculty,	staff,	students,	and	invited	guests	(contractors	and	vendors).	Should	you	have	any	thoughts	on	
reopening	please	send	them	to	uhwochan@hawaii.edu.

Update	on	our	Campus	Work	Groups

The	co-facilitators	of	the	four	work	groups	report	that	current	efforts	have	been	focused	on	developing	and/or	supporting	the	
development	of	“action	proposals”	for	HEERF	II	funding.	Other	non-cost	“action	proposals”	are	currently	on	hold.

Update	on	Federal	Stimulus	Funds

The	current	public-facing	website	is	currently	being	revised,	however,	you	can	still	learn	more	about	our	campus	efforts	by	
going	to	this	page.	It	is	important	to	keep	in	mind	that	as	a	recipient	of	the	federal	stimulus	funds	(CARES/Heerf	I,	
CRRSAA/HEERF	II,	and	ARPA),	we	are	required	to	present	particular	information	that	explains	our	procedures	and	
expenditures.	We	do	follow	templated	(per	our	grant	agreement)	information.	We	are	currently	expanding	the	site	to	provide	
more	transparent	information	about	our	funding	from	our	UHWO	Federal	Funding	Advisory	Council.		

For	more	information	on	federal	regulations	we	invite	you	to	go	to	these	sites:
CARES	Act:	https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ope/caresact.html
CRRSSA	Act:	https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ope/crrsaa.html
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University	of	Hawaiʻi	COVID-19	resources	and	announcements
Remember	to	visit	the	UH	West	Oʻahu	COVID-19	page	and	University	of	Hawaiʻi	System	COVID-19	site	for	information	
and	updates	regarding	the	COVID-19	pandemic.

We	recently	commemorated	one	year	of	our	“Coping	Through	COVID”	series!	Since	the	series’	launch	on	March	23,	2020	
—	with	the	inaugural	submission	from	Chancellor	Maenette	Benham	—	we	have	heard	from	more	than	50	UH	West	Oʻahu	
faculty	and	staff	on	how	they	are	personally	coping	through	the	ongoing	COVID-19	situation.	(Click	here	to	see	all	“Coping	
Through	COVID”	submissions.)	After	a	successful	run,	the	series	will	end	today.	Here	is	the	final	submission	for	the	“Coping	
Through	COVID”	series	from	Chancellor	Benham:

I	spent	a	weekend	re-reading	the	reflective,	courageous,	and	inspirational	personal	and	family	stories	shared	by	our	
faculty	and	staff	over	the	last	year.	The	stories	illuminated	resilience	and	hard	work	to	address	a	year	upended	by	
COVID-19.	For	me,	there	were	multiple	images	that	emerged,	for	example,	a	picture	of	small	family	gatherings	
around	board	games	or	a	new	dinner	recipe;	a	view	of	someone	spending	long	hours	squinting	at	a	computer	
screen	coupled	with	barking	dogs	or	cats	that	hogged	fans	or	children	needing	help	with	schoolwork.	And,	yes,	
there	was	even	the	figure	of	loneliness	and	grieving	that	brought	with	it	new	friendships	and	unexpected	strength	
that	held	off	despair.	

I	also	saw	abundant	images	of	gratitude!	Faculty	and	staff	leapt	to	delivering	coursework	fully	online	and	
experimented	with	new	formats	and	online	gadgets.	Because	we	needed	to	master	online	learning	–	we	were	all	
learning	together,	helping	each	other.	In	Zoom	meeting	after	Zoom	meeting,	gratitude	was	expressed,	helping	hands	
were	extended,	and	virtual	hugs	shared!	The	pivot	was	incredible!	Mahalo	to	our	IT	staff,	our	Distance	Education	
specialists	and	staff,	and	to	our	student	employees.Through	it	all	we	have	maintained	poʻokela/excellence	in	all	that	
we	do!	We	are	engaging	new	students	and	graduating	many	students	ontime	who	are	ready	to	make	a	difference!	

By	the	time	we	“see”	each	other	again	–	on	campus	–	it	will	have	been	at	least	a	year	and	several	months.	And,	
truly,	I	know	many	of	us	cannot	wait!	But	for	some	of	us	–	stepping	out	of	the	“bubble”	will	be	both	difficult	and	
exciting.	No	matter	–	for	as	Dr.	Holly	Itoga	would	say,	we	need	to	“Focus	on	Today!”	For	we	know	that	we	will	find	
strength	and	community	in	our	collegial	relationships!	Perhaps	what	we	may	be	waiting	for	is	the	big	relief	of	
laughter!	Laughter,	that	physical	expression	that	stimulates	our	hearts,	which	reaches	out	to	other	hearts	to	heal	and	
comfort.	Mahalo	Dr.	Olivia	George	for	sharing	your	favorite	quote	by	Maya	Angelou,	“Laugh	as	much	as	possible,	
always	laugh.	Itʻs	the	sweetest	thing	one	can	do	for	oneself	and	one’s	fellow	human	beings.”

To	everyone	who	shared	their	stories	in	our	weekly	column	“Coping	Through	COVID”	–	Mahalo	Nui!	Your	routines,	
frustrations,	hopes	and	fears	–	your	shared	experiences	–	helped	all	of	us	to	believe	that	we	were	not	alone!	To	all	
our	UH	West	Oʻahu	ʻohana,	mahalo	for	resisting	the	urge	to	jump	ship!	Mahalo	for	staying	on	this	treadmill	as	we	
work	together	to	collectively	address	the	challenges	of	today	and	tomorrow.

Hawaii	Foodbank	Food	Drive:	Donation	pick-up	opportunity,	April	26-May	2

UH	West	Oʻahu	ʻohana:
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This	year	we	will	try	a	few	different	ways	to	get	everyone	involved	in	the	Hawaii	Foodbank	campaign.		

1.	 Pick	up	at	your	home!

For	those	unable	to	do	the	drop	off,	volunteers	can	coordinate	a	pick-up	at	your	home	during	the	
final	week	of	the	campaign,	April	26-May	2,	2021.	Please	contact	Chris	Neves	at	
cabralch@hawaii.edu	to	schedule	a	pickup	date/time.

2.	 Online	Donation	/	T-shirt	Purchase

While	the	top	five	needs	are	various	canned	goods	and	rice,	which	are	currently	in	short	supply,	
please	be	reminded	that	monetary	donations	are	also	being	accepted	via	the	Hawaii	Foodbank’s	
“Online	Donation”	page	–	be	sure	to	list	UH	West	Oʻahu	as	your	campus.	Another	avenue	of	support	
is	to	purchase	the	2021	Hawaii	Foodbank	T-shirt.

We	look	forward	to	continuing	the	University’s	long	tradition	of	support	for	the	Hawaii	Foodbank.	More	
information	about	UH’s	Foodbank	Campaign	can	be	found	at	www.hawaii.edu/offices/president/foodbank.

Additional	Information	on	Emergency	Food	Assistance	can	be	found	at	the	Hawaii	
Foodbank:		http://hawaiifoodbank.org/emergency-assistance.	

Please	take	a	moment	to	consider	making	a	contribution	to	assist	those	who	are	most	in	need.	If	you	have	
any	questions,	please	contact	Chris	Neves	at	689-2773	or	at	cabralch@hawaii.edu	or	Ryan	Perreira	
at	rperreir@hawaii.edu.

Let’s	work	together	to	give	back!

Mahalo

Upcoming	Emergency	Notification	Procedures	Testing,	April	27

The	University	will	conduct	a	test	of	its	emergency	notification	procedures	tomorrow,	April	27.	There	will	NOT	be	an	
evacuation	drill	as	a	part	of	this	training.

In	the	event	of	an	actual	emergency,	UH	West	Oʻahu’s	evacuation	procedures	are	as	follows:

Remain	calm.	Walk	quickly	to	the	nearest	exit.	
Do	not	use	elevators.	
Only	take	essential	personal	possessions	such	as	cell	phones,	car	keys,	and	handbags	in	case	you	are	not	able	to	
re-enter	the	building.
Close	doors	behind	you	when	leaving.	Check	to	make	sure	everyone	is	out	before	closing	the	door.	
Evacuate	to	the	grass	side	of	the	Great	Lawn	rock	wall.	Be	prepared	to	relocate	if	instructed.
Security	or	Emergency	Responders:	If	an	evacuation	area	is	downwind	of	smoke	or	fumes,	relocate	to	an	upwind	
location.	
Await	further	instruction	from	Campus	Security	or	Campus	Administration

Additionally,	here	are	pre-planning	tips:	

Know	all	exit	locations	in	a	building.	Most	people	recall	how	they	entered,	but	if	this	entry/exit	is	blocked	or	
overcrowded,	it	is	important	to	know	an	alternate	exit	location.	If	unfamiliar	with	the	building,	follow	the	overhead	exit	
signs.	
Have	a	pre-designated	meeting	place	for	everyone	in	your	office	or	classroom.	
Know	who	is	not	present	for	the	day	so	that	they	can	be	accounted	for	at	the	designated	meeting	place.	
If	an	evacuation	is	necessary,	the	building	can	be	evacuated	either	by	the	fire	alarm	being	sounded	or	by	instruction	
to	leave	by	Campus	Security,	Campus	Administration	through	UH	Alert,	or	emergency	response	personnel.	
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Alarm-pull	stations,	extinguishers,	AEDs,	and	exit	locations	are	identified	on	the	floor	plans	posted	in	each	building	
near	the	elevator.

As	a	part	of	the	drill,	a	UH	Alert	email	message	will	go	out	to	all	students,	faculty,	and	staff,	and	UH	Alert	text	messages	will	
be	sent	to	those	who	have	signed	up	at	http://www.hawaii.edu/alert	to	receive	emergency	text	messages.	All	members	of	
the	UH	West	Oʻahu	community	are	urged	to	sign	up	to	receive	these	opt-in	text	messages.

The	UH	West	Oʻahu	homepage	at	http://www.westoahu.hawaii.edu	and	UH	West	Oʻahu	social	media	pages	will	also	be	
updated	to	reflect	the	UH	Alert	test.

Yearlong	webinar	series	celebrating	stories	of	all	UH	campuses	continues	at	Windward	CC,	April	28
He	Ukana	Aloha	Kā	Kīlauea	is	a	special	yearlong	webinar	series	celebrating	the	stories	of	our	islands	and	our	campuses.	
The	series	features	music,	dance,	and	storytelling	from	the	ten	University	of	Hawaiʻi	campuses.	The	next	session	on	April	
28	will	feature	song	and	storytelling	from	Windward	Community	College.	All	webinars	are	noon	to	1	p.m.	The	webinar	link	is	
https://hawaii.zoom.us/j/91499916950	(password:	ukana).	The	He	Ukana	Aloha	Kā	Kīlauea	series,	which	kicked	off	Sept.	
23	and	30	from	UH	Maui	College,	is	presented	by	the	Hawai’i	Papa	o	Ke	Ao	Committee	at	UH.	Please	see	attached	flyer	
for	more	information.

Archived	videos	from	the	previous	sessions	—	UH	West	Oʻahu	hosted	on	Dec.	9	(Mele	Honouliuli)	and	Dec.	23	(Christmas	
in	the	Islands)	—	can	be	found	on	the	Hawaiʻi	Papa	O	Ke	Ao	YouTube	channel.

2021	FSA,	Health	Benefits,	and	PCP	Open	Enrollment	reminder
A	message	from	System	Office	of	Human	Resources:	As	a	friendly	reminder,	Open	Enrollment	deadlines	for	various	health	
benefit	programs	are	as	follows:

Friday,	April	30:	Island	Flex	Flexible	Spending	Accounts	(FSA)	program

Friday,	April	30:	Hawaiʻi	Employer-Union	Health	Benefits	Trust	Fund	(EUTF)	Part-Time	&	Temporary	Medical	&	
Prescription	Drug	Plan

Friday,	May	14	(extended):	Hawaiʻi	Employer-Union	Health	Benefit	Trust	Fund	(EUTF)	Active	Employee	and	
Premium	Conversion	Plan	(PCP)																	

For	more	information,	please	go	to	the	OHR	website	and	view	the	2021	Open	Enrollment	webpages	–	EUTF	Health	
Benefits	(http://go.hawaii.edu/JzJ)	and	Flexible	Spending	Account	(http://go.hawaii.edu/JzP).

Should	you	have	any	questions,	please	contact	your	designated	HR	representative	(http://go.hawaii.edu/Aiz)	for	
assistance.

Bookstore	closure,	May	10-14
UH	West	Oʻahu	Bookstore	will	be	closed	from	Monday,	May	10,	to	Friday,	May	14,	for	Book	Buyback	at	Leeward	
Community	College;	click	here	for	details.	The	bookstore	will	reopen	on	Monday,	May	17.

Keoneʻae	(UH	West	Oʻahu)	Station	update
A	view	of	Keoneʻae	(UH	West	Oʻahu)	rail	station.	Image	courtesy	of	Nan,	Inc.:
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Distance	Learning	Tip	of	the	Week	–	Jamboard	as	Online	Whiteboard	&	More
Find	the	Jamboard	app	in	the	Google	Apps	menu	and	discover	a	collaborative	whiteboard	with	handy	presentation	tools	
including	virtual	markers,	erasers,	and	a	laser	pointer.	Use	as	an	alternative	to	Google	Slides	by	adding	text	and	images.	
Each	Jam	can	support	up	to	20	frames.	Jamboards	work	well	in	Zoom	breakout	rooms,	where	students	can	do	group	
projects	on	instructor-shared	Jams.	For	more	details,	watch	How	to	Do	Jamboard	Activities	in	Zoom	(video	7:05).

UH	West	Oʻahu	in	the	News
KHON2	News	(April	23):	“New	state-of-the-art	facility	at	Academy	for	Creative	Media	at	UH	West	Oʻahu.”	Feature	story	
about	the	Academy	for	Creative	Media	at	UH	West	Oʻahu’s	new	Creative	Media	Facility.

News	from	Ka	Puna	O	Kaloʻi

Webinar	panel	includes	UH	West	Oʻahu	grad	helping	to	lead	IHS	while	running	her	business	-	Who	you	surround	yourself	
with	is	critical	to	accomplishing	your	goals.	“We	all	have	destinations	that	we	want	to	go	to,	but	it’s	also	very	important	for	
us	to	pick	who’s	in	our	canoe	and	enjoy	who	we’re	surrounding	ourselves	with	...	who’s	in	your	boat	really	matters,”	Leina	
Ijacic	said.
	
How	some	politicians	choose	their	voters	is	topic	of	upcoming	seminar	-	Every	ten	years	after	the	census	is	complete,	each	
state	redraws	its	districts	for	the	U.S.	House	of	Representatives	and	its	own	state	legislature.	Who	draws	the	lines?
	
Anthology	features	work	by	UH	West	Oʻahu	philosophy	professor	-	A	recently	published	philosophy	anthology	features	a	
chapter	by	Dr.	Li-Hsiang	Lisa	Rosenlee,	a	professor	of	Philosophy	at	the	University	of	Hawaiʻi–West	Oʻahu.

The	deadline	to	include	your	item	in	the	next	This	Week	is	Thursday	night.	Please	submit	your	item	using	the	
Communication	Department’s	Communications	Request	Form.

University	of	Hawai‘i	-	West	O‘ahu
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91-1001	Farrington	Highway,	Kapolei,	Hawaiʻi	96707
ph:		689-2800		l		westoahu.hawaii.edu
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