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EDITOR’S NOTE

Aloha Pueos! It’s with great pleasure and excitement that I,
Mikaela Briones, will be serving as The Hoot’s Editor-in-
Chief. I know it may come as a surprise, as we haven’t been
in production for a while, however, I’'m excited to present to
you the first issue of The Hoot in two years. The wait has
been a long one, but we're back and ready to deliver infor-
mative and engaging content that reflects the happenings
of our campus community. This is a remarkable moment
for us as student journalists, editors, and photographers,
Mikaela Briones who have dedicated our time and effort to revive this
Editor-In-Chief important campus publication.

As the editor, | believe that our role as a newspaper is critical in providing a plat-
form for our campus, bringing light to events and happenings. Our team of talented
writers, photographers, and editors have worked tirelessly to bring you fresh pieces
that will keep you informed and entertained. As a team, we believe that a college
newspaper serves as a means of communication among students, faculty, and staff.
It is a platform to voice concerns, shine a light on campus events, and make sure
that the community is equipped with timely and accurate information about what is
happening within the campus walls.

Whether it’s covering the latest news on campus, sharing stories about student
life, or highlighting the new faculty, we’re committed to producing content that
reflects the interests and needs of our readers.

As we navigate through these challenging times, it’s important that we stay con-
nected and informed about what’s happening around us. l invite you to join usin this
journey by actively participating in our newspaper, sharing your feedback and ideas,
and contributing to our content. If you’d like to send us feedback or bring attention
to a topic, feel free to email us at thehoot@hawaii.edu or DM us @thehootnews
on Instagram.

I’d also like to give a special thanks and appreciation to my staff: Carley, Stephan,
Lindsey, Grace, and John. Thank you guys so much for your hard work and dedica-
tion. A special shout out to Rouel and Sharla for supporting us all the way through!

We hope that you enjoy reading this Spring Semester Edition of The Hoot and
we look forward to bringing you more exciting and informative stories in the future.
Let’s end this semester strong!
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Pueo Involvement Fair

A two-day event for clubs and organizations to shine!

BY GRACE SAPOLU @

2023 at UH West O‘ahu is off to a great
start with the Pueo Involvement Fair.
Rouel Velasco, the Student Life Director,
explains the importance for events like
this, “The clubs and organizations are
really the spaces and places where stu-
dents can feel much more connected
to these organizations. This provides
some place of belonging. By getting
connected to these people, it creates a
multi effect to develop essential skills
to being a leader. Working with people,
getting to know people, problem solv-
ing, it creates these skills for students
to connect.” The two-day event aimed
for students to discover new clubs
and organizations, both in person and
virtually.

At the event there were different
organizations, a few included new
clubs such as West O‘ahu Broadcasting
Association (WOBA), existing organiza-
tions and Registered Independent Stu-
dent Organizations (RISOs).

On each day, there was a consider-
able turn out where students and orga-
nizations alike could meet and be intro-
duced to other groups.

Among the different organizations,
the following had attended day one:
West O‘ahu Psychology Club (WOPC),
The Hoot, Psi Chi, HOSA CLUB, Campus
Center Board, West O‘ahu Broadcast-
ing Association (WOBA), Disability Ser-
vices Office (DSO), Accounting Club,
Campus Recreation, Student Media,
and the No‘eau Center. The fair was
held through Zoom on Jan. 30, 2023,
from 2 to 4 p.m. Students had the free-
dom to attend the different breakout
rooms of the club or organization of
their choice. The virtual format gave
students the opportunity to experi-
ence the event for those who couldn’t
make it in person.

At the in-person event held on Jan.
31,2023, from 11a.m.to 2 p.m.in C-208,
students had the same opportunity to

meet and speak with different organi-
zations and clubs

Students came and went as they
pleased. Every club and organization
had their own table where they could
hand out pamphlets or engage stu-
dents in activities.

The Pueo Involvement Fair wel-
comed so many students over the span
of their two day event. Giving students
opportunities to divulge their interests
and meet new people.

Screenshot taken by Gabriel Navalta from
Jan. 30 Pueo Involvement Fair on Zoom
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Student Artists
Take the Stage

Singers, songwriters, and musicians showcase their talents at Open Mic Night

BY LINDSEY MILLERD @

On Jan. 26, 2023, students, staff, and friends joined for the
West O‘ahu Broadcasting Association’s Open Mic Night. This
event was open to the public and around 10 performers took
the stage, performing a diverse range of music for the crowd.
There were guitar, ukulele, piano, and genres ranging from
country to rock.

Several students wrote and performed their own songs,
opening up about the backstory behind the song’s creation.
Others performed covers, putting their own spin on some of
their favorites.

lan Segawa, a sophomore majoring in Creative Media,
sang and played electric guitar to a series of his favorite rock
songs. He has played guitar for a while, but this was his first
time singing and playing with his whole set-up in front of a
live crowd. “It was nerve wracking because I’'ve never done it
before,” he said.

The event gives students the opportunity to performin an
intimate and low-stakes setting. Many performers and audi-
ence members were friends of one another, so it created a

very supportive environment.

Tanya Pio sang an a capella piece that evening. The song
she performed was actually what she sang to audition for a
college music program, but after the loss of a loved one, her
music plans took a turn.

Pio continued to sing in her church and at jam sessions,
but hasn’t done her own solo music in years. She is now
returning to her personal music journey by taking Dr. Jon
Magnussen’s Intro to Songwriting class this semester. It’s her
first time songwriting and is enjoying the process of putting
allthe ideas in her head onto a sheet of paper.

“The best part of it is being around people who
are trying to find their voice and connect to

their own sound.”
— Tanya Pio

The Open Mic Night was filled with talent and inspiration
for the audience and performers alike. “The best part of it is
being around people who are trying to find their voice and
connect to their own sound,” Pio said.
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Someone
Loves You
Beary Much

A closer look at the activities in this event
involving Domestic/Dating Violence awareness

BY MIKAELA BRIONES @

Students participated in a fun-
filled event on Feb. 13, 2023, at the
University of Hawai‘i-West O‘ahu
campus in C-208 hosted by the
Student Activity Fee Board and
the Compliance Hui who hosted a
Domestic/Dating Violence Aware-
ness event in the shared space. Par-
ticipants had the opportunity to
choose an unstuffed animal and were given the stuffing, a

[
Darienne Malaluan holds
up her stuffed bunny

heart, and a birth certificate for their animal.

Student Darienne Malaluan chose a bunny as their
animal to stuff. They tell us that they chose the bunny
because it reminds them of a K-Pop member and named
their bunny after a K-Pop member.

Not only did students get the opportunity to pick out
stuffed animals, but Compliance Hui also provided cup-
cakes, pins, and condom flowers to bring awareness to
domestic and dating violence.

The event welcomed UH West O‘ahu students who had
the time to stop by the event. The purpose of this event
was to provide students with a fun opportunity to create a
- / stuffed animal for either themselves

: /J or a loved one in preparation for Val-

4 entine’s Day.

Another student, Ayanna Diaz,
shares that they love stuffed ani-
mals. They chose a bear because, “I
really love stuffed animals that have
really been through it. Kind of like
me.” Ayanna adores stuffed animals

Ayanna
stuffed bear

and named this one “Sir Scruffie”.
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Mental Health
Reminder

The end of fall semester draws near

BY CARLEY MATSUMURA ﬁ

May is Mental Health Awareness month. As finals approach
for many of us, we at The Hoot want to remind you to take
a breath. Life can be stressful and one way we can manage
stressis to find areasin our lives that we can control. It can
be difficult to make time for things that don’t feel “essen-
tial,” but taking care of yourself is important.

Here are five free services offered on campus for UH

West O‘ahu students:

1. Yoga with Instructor Ikumi Eichelbergerinthe Naulu
Center (C132)*

2. Belly Dancing with Professor Samantha Giridhar in
the Naulu Center (C132)*

3. Naulu Fitness Center: open Monday through Friday
(C135A)*

4, Student Organic Garden: harvest fresh produce on
Fridays or visit Hale Kliahuokala anytime** (adja-
cent to Classroom (D) and Lab (E) Buildings
o Contact Tasia Yamamura, the Garden Supervi-

sor, at tasiay@hawaii.edu for more information

5. No‘eau Center: tutoring available in person Monday
through Friday during various hours and online by
appointment on Saturdays (new location: A124)*

phone (808-689-2750),
email (uhwowc@hawaii.edu), and No‘eau Cen-
ter’s virtual Front Desk (bit.ly/noeaucenter)

o Contact information:

If you’re struggling or just want to talk, contact
uhwotalk@hawaii.edu for help. Counseling is a free ser-
vice available for all UH West O‘ahu students. Treatment
begins with an intake that assists in creating a wellness
plan to suit your specific needs.

* Reservations and appointments available through STAR Balance.

**Hale Kiiahuokald is currently undergoing repairs.
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Ma‘i Movement

A nonprofit’s efforts to make period products accessible to all

BY LINDSEY MILLERD @

An issue known as “period poverty,” or
the lack of access to menstrual prod- PﬂWEHME"n

ucts and education is unfortunately
common. With Hawai‘i’s high cost of

r IP HERE! m‘
living especially, many households g care packages
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First name: UHW(¢

ing something as essential as feminine
hygiene products.

Even if you aren’t struggling finan- IP HERE!
cially, many know the embarrassment  Soheer 225
of starting your period unexpectedly
while in public and struggling to make
a makeshift pad with toilet paper. It can
be areal struggle. It makes you wonder,

Email: N/A
Enter UHWO for pick up

struggle to meet basic needs, includ- i:)-'-n.E PNty angiymsusts
ﬂ

why don’t public restrooms have free
feminine products the same way as
other basic hygiene items? A local orga-
nization is here to change that standard and ensure that men-
strual products are readily available to all.

Ka‘iulani Akamine, CARES Coordinator and Student
Engagement Director, is spearheading efforts to address
menstrual equity at UHWO. “We have begun to form part-
nerships with the Ma‘i Movement and various campuses
throughout UH.”

Akamine describes Ma‘i Movement as “a non-profit orga-
nization that has been dedicated to bringing more awareness
around menstrual equity and period poverty.”

Their website reads, “We believe that all individuals of
menstruation age in Hawai‘i have the right to access men-
strual products and education without financial burden,
shame or stigma.” The word “Ma‘i,” is Hawaiian for menstrua-
tion. “They have been instrumental in advocating throughout
the state regarding menstrual equity,” Akamine said.

They have supported several bills that advocate for free
period products in public spaces. One bill would require UH
to provide menstrual products to students on any UH campus,
including the community colleges. Another would require the

o
Last Name: last & digits of your student ID

Period kits and products located outside of the current No‘eau Center (room A224)

3 @_
2 FE R

Photo by John Kamakan

Department of Accounting and General Services to provide
products at specified public restrooms they maintain.

Advocacy for these types of systems will hopefully lead
to “having menstrual supplies accessible like toilet paper and
paper towels in women and non-gendered bathrooms,” Aka-
mine said.

If you are interested in the bills related to menstrual
equity check out the 2023 Ma‘i Advocacy Toolkit at:
bit.ly/2023maiadvocacy. Follow the bills’ progress and
consider writing a testimony, when there are hearings
for the bills. You can register for an account to testify at:
tinyurl.com/ynfx95z;j.

On our own campus, students and staff are gaining access
to period products thanks to the Ma‘i Movement and leaders
like Akamine.

“I believe menstrual equity is relatively easy to implement
on campus,” she said, continuing that UHWO has “different
departments on campus who are helping to figure out the
concerns and possibilities towards implementing free men-
strual products on campus.”

Continued On Page 7
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The Ma‘i Movement has generously given our campus
1,128 tampons and 1,056 pads that you can now find avail-
able in most restrooms and in acrylic dispensers at different
spaces throughout campus. Feel free to take what you need
and leave what you can for others. The campus hopes to
eventually ensure period products are consistently free and
accessible to all students and staff and this donation is a great
way to start us off.

You can also pick up free monthly period kits with pads,
tampons, liners, and wipes provided by the Ma‘i Movement

on campus. The Nurse’s Station, No‘eau Center, Naulu Center
and Disabilities Services Office all have kits available. This
is an ongoing program where you just sign up once on the
posted QR code and you can come back monthly to get a new
set of supplies.

The simple action of utilizing these resources is a great way
to support this movement. The more the products are used,
the greater the proof that they are necessary and should con-
tinue to be supported in the future.

Visit maimovement.org for more information on how they
can help you or how you can support their efforts.
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Mowe Night

ullet Train at new Academy for Creative Media theater

BY LINDSEY MILLERD @

On Friday, March 10, 2023, the Student Activity Fee Board

(SAFB) hosted a movie night as a kick-off to spring break.
Jamie Aguada, a fourth year Business Marketing major, works

as a Student Life coordinator and helped plan the event. “Our
goal is to plan monthly events for students to come together
and maintain a fun college experience here at UH West O‘ahu,”
she said.

They showed the 2022 film Bullet Train, which follows an
assassin and the unexpected characters he encounters on
an assignment in Japan. The action-packed film was excit-
ing and surprisingly funny. It was also fascinating how the
movie takes place almost entirely on a single train and the
concept of going back and forth between cars was extremely
well done.

Students were given goodie bags with a bunch of snacks
upon entry, then found their seat to unwind and enjoy the
film. The movie night took place in the screening room of the
new Academy for Creative Media (ACM) building. The new
facility tucked in the front corner of campus is such a gem.

“I'm glad that we hosted the movie event there because it
helps promote the new creative media building to students,”
Aguada said.

She added that not a lot of people know that they do not
have to be a Creative Media major to utilize the building, it’s
open for anyone to use. The building features an open-con-
cept layout and a variety of indoor and outdoor spots to study
and relax.

“My favorite part of the event was being able to
experience the theater for the first time. It felt

as if  was in an actual movie theater.”
— Jamie Aguada

“My favorite part of the event was being able to experi-
ence the theater for the first time. It felt as if | was in an actual
movie theater,” Aguada said.

The 100-seat screening room is truly something special.
The comfy chairs and professional projector set-up create the
perfect space to enjoy a film. It’s a great venue for events and
even gives students the opportunity to showcase their own
projects on the big screen.

Aguada said that SAFB will definitely be hosting more
movie nights there, especially after seeing how smoothly
this first one went. Don’t miss out on their future events! Be
sure to follow them @safbwo on Instagram to catch the next
activity!
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Meet Our New VCA

Introducing David McDonald, UH West O‘ahu’s new Vice Chancellor for Administration!

BY MIKAELA BRIONES @

David McDonald

Our staff had an opportunity to contact
David McDonald. We asked him a few
questions to get to know him and intro-
duce him to our campus.

Q: What is your favorite movie to watch
and why?

A: While there are many great movies,
“Field of Dreams” would be my first
choice. There are great elements
and subplots in the movie. First, it
is baseball and that alone is a major
plus! But there is the story of family
across generations a father and son
reconnection, a brother-in-law, the
support and love between spouses.
Did | mention baseball? The only
improvement would have been to

“WORKOUT LIKE A UHWO
JOURNALIST,
RUN WITH A STORY”

move the Fenway Park scene to
Dodger Stadium. That would have
been a homerun.

: When you think of happiness, what

comes to mind?

: Family comes to mind. Family, mean-

ing my wife and two adult children,
but also my work family who I see
almost every day and who share the
same strong commitment to making
UHWO is a successful learning expe-
rience for all students. Family is
where | get my energy and family
is what keeps me grounded while |
work hard to improve myself on a
daily basis.

Q: If you were on a deserted island,

what would you want to have with
you? Why?

A: Assuming | cannot have my wife or

kids with me, | would want to have
my daughter’s dog, Maui. But don’t
tell my daughter. A dog would enter-
tain me, listento me, help me explore,
dig new holes that might have food
or collect water and a dog can hear
and smell things that | cannot. Plus,
her dog is just so darned friendly
and loving!

Q: What is your favorite memory? Why?
A: A family road trip we took to many

national parks in Colorado and Utah.
It was two weeks of driving and
exploring new places, some big and
some small. We climbed hills and
walked in canyons, rode horses, and
rafted down a river. Every few days
a new location; and every hour a
new memory.

Q: What are you most looking forward

to with this position?

A: The opportunity to make a difference

in helping UHWO continue to serve
students and the community. There
is so much potential for UH West
O‘ahu to be a leading public univer-
sity that demonstrates how to effec-
tively support student and commu-
nity success in the post-pandemic
world. The university’s location, its
deep commitment to serving all stu-
dents, but especially those who are
Native Hawaiian, its strong focus on
degrees and programs that support
current and future workforce needs
of Hawai'‘i and positive energy of fac-
ulty and staff can produce amazing
results. | am eager to do my part to
support this university and Hawai‘i
continue to thrive and grow.

CONTACT

MIKAELA BRIONES

EDITOR IN-CHIEF

THEHOOT@HAWAII.EDU
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Study Tips

Finals are closing in, here are some study tips from the No‘eau Center

BY MIKAELA BRIONES @

As finals are around the corner, The Hoot partnered with the
No‘eau Center to give you some study tips that can help you
with your academic endeavors. No‘eau Center tutors: Chloe
Chen, Noah Padilla, and Lucie Schrager list their best tips
to help you succeed. Visit: bit.ly/noeaucenter for their vir-
tual front desk, or email: uhwowc@hawaii.edu for more
information.

1. What are some tips to prepare for a test beforehand?

» Break up your study sessions into smaller chunks and
have some time in between so that you can digest the
information. - Chloe Chen

« If you feel confident with some of the content but not

applicable, how does this article relate to some of the
other articles/readings you’ve been assigned? In my
experience, professors want you to be able to under-
stand content in relation to a discipline or idea as a
whole. - Lucie Schrager

confident of certain content, focus more of your atten- 2. Are there any apps, websites, or activities that you would
tion onto memorizing things that you aren’t confident suggest for students to try that could help them study?
with. From there, quiz yourself to see if you are more o Try to create a Quizlet flash card set with term defi-

comfortable with the content. - Noah Padilla

o After a study session you should write down every-
thing that you remember and cross reference it to your
notes to see what you’ve missed, from there study it

and try again till you can confidently recite everything. .

- Chloe Chen

o If I know in advance when my test is, | try to plan my
week around that date so | can get proper hours for
studying and sleep. Being mentally and physically pre-
pared for the test is a part of the battle. - Noah Padilla

« Have flashcards on you or have the material that you .

want to study on your phone so that you can quiz your-
self on it throughout the day. - Chloe Chen

« Have a good understanding of the material to be cov- .

ered on the test; whether that be what units or topics
will be featured. | like to try to make a study guide of
some sort, if it’s not already provided by the professor.
- Lucie Schrager

o If your class involves a lot of independent reading
assignments, in your notes you can create three main
prompts or questions for yourself. First, briefly sum-
marize the main idea of the article. Second, what
were some of the main topics discussed? And finally, if

nitions or ideas that need to be memorized. You can
practice with the flashcards and personalize the flash
card set to your own personal goals in studying. - Noah
Padilla

Sometimes, just writing things out can help with
remembering ideas! | like to spend a small amount of
time writing down things | need to remember and even
read aloud my answer as | write. There’s just some-
thing about motor functions like writing that helps
with memorization for me. - Noah Padilla

If you have an iPad note-taking app like GoodNotes
is great for taking virtual notes and keeping track of
things. - Chloe Chen

It’s important to understand your own learning style.
Different people benefit from different ways of learn-
ing and methods for studying. For instance, | person-
ally can’t rely on taking notes digitally. Due to this, if
I’m taking notes that | want to commit to memory;, |
have learned that | need to write it down. Typing can
be a quick way to take notes in class when you don’t
have time to write - but if you’re like me, take the extra

Continued on page 10
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time to go through those typed out notes and reread,
further summarize, or physically write down key ideas.
- Lucie Schrager
3. Is there anything else that you can share that we haven’t

already covered?

» Using a planner in general is extremely helpful for stu-
dents and college especially. - Chloe Chen

« If you have friends or peers in the course that you’d be
able to productively study with, create a study group!
Study groups are a great way to learn content and rein-
force knowledge in a collective manner! - Noah Padilla

o If you still feel unsure about your preparation for the
test, schedule an appointment with the No‘eau Center!
- Noah Padilla

» Make sure you're taking care of yourself, even in the
little things, when you can. College is a stressful time,
and as students we sometimes put our personal needs
aside. If you’ve been at your desk all night cramming,
take that 15 minutes to just stare at something besides
a screen, stretch your legs, get a snack, etc. Walk your
dog, call afriend, write down how you’re feeling. Check
in with yourself. Listen to your needs. - Lucie Schrager
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Summer Break Plans

Ten fun ideas for summer break!

BY GRACE SAPOLU

We are almost at the end of the Spring semester and that
means one thing. Summer break is right around the corner!
There are many things you can do over the summer. Here are
ten fun plans that you can do after the classes have finished.

CREATE SOMETHING NEW

If you love creating new things, summer is the perfect time
to create something new for your passion—whether that be
writing stories or drawing and painting. Use the free time to
show off your creative skills.

Go To THE BEACH
Summer is a great time to go to the beach. Grab your swim-
suit and towel and head to the beach to cool off and have fun.

READ
Calling all book lovers! Use this summer break to catch up
on all your favorite books and book series.

GO To THE MOVIES
Eat some popcorn, drink some soda, and be transported
to a new universe with a movie at the movie theaters.

Go ON A HIKE
There are different hikes you can go on this summer. Be
sure to drink lots of water.

TRAVEL
With all the time of summer, many people choose to travel
either around the island or around the world.

GO To A CONCERT
Summertime is a great time to go to concerts and listen to
some great music.

Go To A MUSEUM
Learn some history, see some art, and more at the differ-
ent museums on the island.

SPEND TIME WITH FRIENDS
Use the summer time to catch up with friends and hang out.

LEARN A NEW SKILL
Come back to school and show a new skill that you learned
over the summer. Whatever that skill may be is up to you.

There are 10 fun ways to spend your summer break. We
hope you have a great break, Pueo!
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VCSA
Finalists

Ifyou didn’t get a chance to attend the VCSA finalist
presentations, here’s a look into the three finalists

BY MIKAELA BRIONES @,

Over the course of three days, students and faculty got the
opportunity to attend the Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs
finalists’ visits. Each day was held in a hybrid format, where
students and staff could join via Zoom or in person.

According to the Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs’ posi-
tion description, they essentially play a crucial role in promot-
ing students’ personal growth and success by leading and
managing programs, services, and opportunities at the uni-
versity. As a member of the senior staff, they collaborate with
other leaders in strategic planning, execution, and evaluation
to ensure that student affairs aligns with the university’s mis-
sion and vision.

Student leaders got the opportu-
nity to attend each visit for a Q&A por-
tion. On the first day on Wednesday,
March 22, VCSA finalist Dr. DeEtte
Uwono presented. Dr. Uwono’s work
experience includes a few positions at
the University of Hawai‘i at Manoa, her
most recent experience as Director
and Title IX Coordinator. After the pre-
sentation, students could interact with
the finalist and ask questions. When
asked what drew them to UH West O‘ahu, Dr. Uwono men-
tions that the small campus is new and there’s much room for
growth. Dr. Uwono addresses the most pressing issues facing
students today is that, “it’s such an electronic world now but
opportunities are there for those as well... A lot of my meet-
ings are still Zoom. And | know you don’t like it, but some-
times there’s a time and place for it.” Seeing as many of UH
West O‘ahu’s classes are still held online, Dr. Uwono advo-
cates for more in-person events and presentations. Describ-
ing her leadership style, Dr. Uwono places the highest

Dr. DeEtte Uwono

importance on collaboration and building relationships for a
leader to do. She promises that her character is one of curios-
ity and a lack of fear to ask questions and do what it takes to
get things down.

On Tuesday, March 28, VCSA finalist
Dr. Heemanshu Bhagat presented. Dr.
Bhagat is the only one of the finalists
that come from outside the UH system,
bringing past experience from different
universities in California, Saudi Arabia,
and more. Again, students had the
opportunity to ask questions. When
asked about past work experiences
and how it prepares him for this role, Dr.

Bhagat answers, “My past positions D'-HeemanshuBhagat

have included being an assistant director of student activities,
director for activities leadership programs, dean of students,
director of campus life and also as a vice-president...These
past jobs have now allowed me to have a bird’s eye overview,
I’m able to see what the priorities are for a university.” Deter-
mining the largest challenge, Dr. Bhagat says, “I think enroll-
ment and student engagement is a challenge.” Again, there’s
mention that a big portion of students are online, so the ques-
tion is how to engage them if offered the position. Dr. Bhagat
also mentions the use of Artificial Intelligence (Al) being a
challenge. He goes on to the topic of his background and how
that adds to his skills. Seeing as he’s been around the world
and can speak multiple languages, he is able to relate and
take his upbringing to the table using that to be
compassionate.

The final VCSA finalist Dr. Jan
Javinar’s visit was held on Wednesday,
March 29. A few students attended the
in person student portion. Dr. Javinar
is the current Interim VCSA for UH West
O‘ahu. He has work experience in the
UH System at both UH Manoa and UH
West O‘ahu holding different positions.
When asked about possible child care
services and on campus housing, Dr.
Javinar mentions that it’s been talked
about among the senior staff and that it’s possible. He notes
the importance of student enrollment and that during his
time as Interim VCSA he states his biggest accomplishment

Dr. Jan Javinar

was making sure, “enrollment drops were not severe. | can
say that in the three years as interim, we lost 95 in the first

Continued on page 12
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fall 20-21 and we lost 160 from fall 21-22.” Universities were
experiencing a drop all over the world as the COVID-19 pan-
demic started. A pre-med student inquired about a few things
including: the amount of available concentrations for the
different majors and the amount of available indoor space
for students to study (seeing how the library is undergoing
repairs). Dr. Javinar agrees that there aren’t as many options
available for concentrations. He brings it back to student
enrollment and how that affects what the university has to
offer. When it comes to indoor space, he makes note that the

spaces to utilize that aren’t. Similar to Dr. Bhagat, Dr. Javinar
brings up the virtual courses that UH West O‘ahu has to offer.
He explores how students are able to have a sense of belong-
ing if their courses are held online.

These visits and opportunities for students to be a part
of the process is important. All three finalists have finished
their presentations and the next steps include filling out a
survey to rank the finalists. Every UH West O‘ahu student
was sent out an email on Wednesday, March 29, following
Dr. Javinar’s visit.
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Kevin Peralta, Public Administration,
Senior
What’s your favorite anime?

= - “Demon Slayer because [the
character]| Inosuke keeps
pushing himself. That’s the
ideal personality I want: to keep
pushing myself to be better.”

Robyn Tasaka, Director of No‘eau
Center since 2015

What’s one word or phrase that
everyone would associate with you?

“At the No‘eau Center we offer
three services: tutoring, testing,
and workshops!”

Chevez Grilho, General Creative
Media, Freshman

What’s your favorite place on the
island, and why?

“Manoa because I used to do
cross-country over there with my
team named Pac-5. We used to
do a lot of trails over there, so it’s
one of my favorite places to go to.”
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Isabella Asuncion, Marketing, Senior
Who’s someone you would shout out
from UH West O‘ahu?

“Professor Jade Lum. She’s
teaching a history class on the
history of Japan through anime.
It’s really fun and informative
and she’s a really good teacher.”

Lauren Mueller, General Creative
Media, Junior

Why do you like your favorite drink of
choice?

“My favorite drink might be water.
People tell me Hawaiian water
has no flavor, but it does though
and it tastes... beautiful.”

Matthew Schaefer, Cybersecurity-
Cyber Operations, Sophomore
DC or Marvel, which do you prefer?

“I really like Marvel because the
characters all tie-in together well.
Whereas in the DC nation, it’s
kind of all over the place at the
moment.”
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