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Film in Focus 

Illumination 
Errol Morris, the director of the 

documentary The Thin Blue Line has said 
of his film that it is "the first murder mystery 
that actually solves a murder." This state­
ment is no idle boast. 

His movie is an investigation into the 
case of Randall Adams who was found 
guilty and convicted in 1977 for the murder 
of a Dallas police officer. Reading over the 
court transcripts, the director became con­
vinced that Adams had had anything but a 
fair trial. He also uncovered "hidden" evi­
dence in the prosecution files. (Morris has 
worked part-time in a detective agency and 
he refers to himself as a "director-detec­
tive.") 

In Agatha Christie's murder mysteries 
her Belgian detective Hercule Poiret used to 
say that there was no reason to go looking 
for clues: all he had to do was allow people 
to speak and inevitably the truth would 
come out. This is basically the same tech­
nique that Morris uses. The principal char­
acters in this drama- Adams, the lawyers, 
the witnesses to the crime- sit in front of the 
camera and talk and, whether they realize it 
or not, they reveal themselves to us. · 

Erroll Morris doesn't make films be­
cause he is some mad crusador for justice. 
He is not a cinematic David Horowitz - his 
two earlier films were about pet semetaries 
(GatesofHeaven)andabouttheresidentsof 
a swamp town (Vernon, Florida) respec­
tively. The director stumbled on to Adam's 
case inadvertently. His ·original idea was to 
make a film about a psychiatrist who was 
nicknamed "Dr. Death" because he always 
testified for the prosecution in death penalty 
cases. ("Dr. Death" was a witness for the 
prosecution at Adams' trial; Adams was ori­
ganally given the death sentence but that 
ruling was later changed to life imprison­
ment.) 

The Thin Blue Line is not simply an ex­
tended version of America's Most Wanted. 
Morris doesn't take sides; he doesn't just 
repeat the facts verbatim. He spins a yarn 
and illuminates it He reenacts the scene of 
the murder and other key incidents, as de­
scribed by eye witnesses, over and over. He 
pulls the viewer into Adams' nightmare. 
He shows us, as one writer put it, "the mo­
tivation behind lies and untruths." 

Morris believes in the axiom of truth-is­
stranger-than-fiction, and he has always 
shown a keen ear for people's idiosyncra­
sies. (In Vernon, Florida he interviewed a 
couple who owned a glass jar which they 
believed possessed radioactive sand that 
was growing.) And now he has also devel­
oped a beautiful, fluid visual style as well. 
Working with the cinematographers Stefan 
Czapsky and Robert Chappel, the editor 
Paul Barnes, theminimalistcomposer Philip 
Glass, he has made a movie that transcends 
its genre. 

The Thin Blue Line is not only a great 
film, it's a great piece of investigation: on 
March 21, 1989, at the age of forty-one 
(which is the same age that Morris is), 
Randall Adams was released from prison 
when a Texas Court of Criminal Appeals 
decided that he had not received a fair trial. 
Discrepancies Morris had discovered and 
his film were used as evidence. (Adams' 
release does not mean that the Texas courts 
were admitting that they had convicted an 
innocent man, and, technically, Adams can 
still be retried for the murder. What his 
release does mean is that for the first time in 

twelve years Adams is a free man.) 
The German director Werner Herzog said 

of Morris' works that they were "an inven­
tion of cinema, a discovery of one side of 
cinema that all of us have not known yet." It 
is possible to label The Thin Blue Line as a 
documentary, but it is unlike any other docu­
mentary that has ever been seen. Even if it 
were fictional it still would be a remarkable 
work, but the fact that it is real gives it a 
resonance like no other movie. 

(See Beat Happening for furthur info.) 

ctr 
New York Stories is a trilogy of three 

short films set in New York City each (indi­
vidually) made by three directors - Woody 
Allen, Francis Coppala, Martin Scorsese -
whose best movies were usually centered in 
New York. 

Scorsese' s "Life Lessons" gets things off 
to a flying start. The director's touch here is 
edgy, jumpy; it has snap. With this first 
story Scorsese shows us that art is not nec­
essarily for pansies. NickNolteplays Lionel 
Dobe, a famous aging painter. But Dobe is 
no limp aesthetic: he shoots hoops with a 
basketball and blares rock music in his stu­
dio to inspire himself as he paints on huge, 
wall-sized canvases. Noltedoesn 'tjustshow 
us the blood and tears that go into his char­
acter's work. He shows us the sweat, the 
physical labor of creating art. 

"Life Lessons" is a little longer than it 
needs to be,_and RQSID).!la Arquette ( wl!o has 
to be both insufferable and irresistable) hits 
a few bum notes, but it's full of remarkable 
scenes, and there's not a single false note in 
Nolte's performance. He is terrific. Hem­
ingway would have been proud. 

The last segment "Oedipus Wrecks" was 
written and directed by Woody Allen and 
it's his first comedy in a couple of years. 
The plot - Allen's character's nagging, 
Jewish horror of a mother vanishes during a 
magic trick only to reappear weeks later as 
a apparition hovering over the New York 
skyline - is ingenious, and this anecdote 
certainly has its share oflaughs. Allen was 
probably the wrong director for it though. 

His style as a director has changed over 
the years; it has deepened, become more 
sombre. It works in a film of his like 
HannahandHerSisters, butitworksagainst 
him here. 

"Oedipus Wrecks" (a great title!) is won­
derful material for a dizzy, screwball com­
edy, but Allen's tone is gray, muted. And 
the ending feels much more depressing than 
I am sure was intended. 

Sandwiched between "Life Lessons" and 
"Oedipus Wrecks" is Coppala 's "Life With­
out Zoe" which was written by the director 
and his seventeen year old daughter. 

The story is a yuppie girl's fantasy of 
New York as an enchanted fairy tale king­
dom: live in a condo (without your parents), 
go to masquerade parties, have dinner at the 
Russian Tea Room, take weekend trips to 
Paris and Greece. If you find the precocious 
12-year-oldZoe to be adorable you may be 
able to stomach this episode. As for me, I 
felt that what Zoe needed was a good (hard) 
slap in the face. Thedirectorprobablyneeds 
one too. 

The best way to deal with ''Zoe" is to treat 
it like an intermission. Go to the washroom. 
Play a video game. Smoke a cigarette in the 
lobby. 

Wolfgang 

Beat Happening 

Oresteia This Greek trilogy by Aeschylus, whicJt consists of Agamemnon, The Libation 
Bearers, and The Eumenides, was first performed in Athens in 458 B.C. Aeschylus' plays 
of intrigue, murder, retribution, and justice are rarely ever performed in their complete form. 
The director of this production, Dennis Carroll, a professor at UH, has been working on this 
ambitious undertaking for over two years, and the cast of 42 actors have been rehearsing since 
last September. It's definitely worth seeing but only if you are in the right frame of mind: the 
completeshowwillrunatleastfivehours. Youcanseeitallinonesitting(withadinnerbreak) 
on Saturday at 5 p.m. and Sunday at 2 p.m. If you don't think you can deal with that much 
Greek tragedy all at once you can see it in segments and think of it as a television miniseries. 
Part one will be shown on Tuesday and Thursday at 8 p.m. and part two on Wednesday and 
Friday at the same time. The Sunday show will be your last chance to see this production. 
Kennedy Theatre at UHM. (948-7655) 

THE THEATRE 
Come Back to the Five and Dime, Jimmy 
Dean, Jimmy Dean Ed Graczyk's play is 
about a reunion of a James Dean fan club on 
the twentieth anniversary of Dean's death. 
Starving Artists Theatre, Friday and Saturday 
at 8 p.m.; Sunday at 6:30p.m. (942-1942) 
Noises Off This is your last chance to see this 
production of the British playwright Micheal 
Frayn's comedy farce which was a recent hit 
both in London and in New York. It will close 
on Sunday. Honolulu Community Theatre, 
Wednesday-Saturday at 8 p.m.; Sunday at 
6:30 p.m. (734-0274) 
Yamashita The title refers to General 
Yamashita who was executed by MacArthur 
in 1946. This play by Roger Pulvers (an 
American expatriate living in Japan) is set in 
Honolulu during the Eisenhower era. This 
production will close on Sunday. Tenney 
Theatre, Thursday-Saturday at 8 p.m.; Sun­
day at 4:30p.m. (737-4161) 

MUSIC 
Sound in Light Chamber Music Hawaii will 
attempt to transport us back to Europe and 
Latin America at the tum of the century by 
blending music and art (via slide projections) 
from that period. The musical program will 
include a harpsichord concerto by deFalla 
and Respighi's String Quartet No. 1. Hon­
olulu Academy of Art Theatre, Monday at 8 
p.m. (538-1006) 

FILM 
Hemenway Theatre 
atUHManoa 
(Shows are at 6 and 8 p.m. with Monday 
matinees at 4 p.m. unless otherwise noted. 
General admission is $3. 948-6469.) 
April 11-12: Such A Gorgeous Kid Like 
Me (1963) Early Francois comedy 
about a femme fatale and a sociology profes-

sor. In French. The Hemenway will be 
showing a series of films by Stanley Kubrick 
beginning with: April13-17: Full Metal 
Jacket (1987) It seems like every big con­
temporary directnr has made a film about 
Vietnam and this is Kubrick's look at that 
war. The critics were just about evenly split. 
Some acclaimed it as the best Vietnam film 
yet made. Others were less enthusiastic: 
Pauline Kael wrote "Kubrick probably be­
lieves he's numbing us by the power of his 
vision, but he's actually· numbing us by its 
emptiness." April18: Dr. Strangelove or 
How I Learned to Stop Worrying and 
Love the Bomb (1964) Kubrick's classic 
black comedy about the atomic bomb and 
nuclear war. 

Academy of Art Theatre 
(Shows are at 7:30p.m. unless otherwise 
noted. Tickets are $3. 538-1006.) 
April 11-12: The Navigator (1988) A 
group of celtic miners enter a tunnel in 1348 
Europe and reemerge in the year 1988. April 
13: Blessed Event (1932) Old Hollywood 
comedy with Lee Tracy as a Broadway gossip 
columnist. There will also be a matinee at 1 
p.m. April 14-16: The Thin Blue Line 
(1988) Sunday show is at 4 p.m. April18: 
A Promise (1986) Yoshishige Yoshida's 
first film in thirteen years begans as a police 
investigation into the death of an old women 
and becomes an examination of old age in 
contemporary Japan. In Japanese. 

MISCELLANEA 
Tribute to Damien A celebration of the 
memory of the Belgian Catholic missionary 
Joseph Damien de Veuster who died in a 
MolokailepercolonyonApril15, 1888. The 
guests will include the actor Terence Knapp 
(portraying Damien), local musical guests, 
and Mother Teresa. Waikiki Shell, Saturday 
at7p.m. 
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"Long Term Health Care, Part 1: Mokihana lllll An Ethnic Music & Dance Redtal: 3 p.m. 111{1 
02, 1-3 p.m. Fee: $10. @f ·s; Free. Call UH exL7756 for more info. i=il 
Backing Up Your Hard Disk·· Tips & Tech· :~n~: The UH Concert Choir" 7 p.m., Central Union ::@\1\ 

nlques: Mamane 101,9 a.m.-12 p.m. $40. tf:1~ urch; $5 general, $3 students. Call UH ext 775 111m 
IBM Hardware Maintenance: 8:30am -12 pm, iltf: or more info. J~j~ 

Mokihana 102. :t:! 'Oresteia: at Kennedy Theatre: 1 p.m. ~=@ 
UH Baseball vs. Wyoming: 7:05p.m. ;id aniolo Buffet Breakfast: 7-11 a.m. DH Campus 111@ 
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GRANTS & FELLOWSHIPS 
Janet Bell Pacific Research Prize: Two 

$100 awards of papers written on the Pacific 
Islands area are offered each year. One-prize 
is given to a graduate student and one to an 
undergraduate student. Any student currently 
enrolled at UH may submit a paper. Dead­
line is 5 p.m., April12, at the Hawaiian and 
Pacific collections, 5th floor, Hamilton. 

TUITION WAIVER APPLICATIONS 
Tuition waivers are available this semester 

for students who have perfonned significant 
voluntary service for KCC. Application 
deadline for a spring semester award is April 
20. Eligible applicants must classified stu-

dents enrolled for six or more credits. All 
eligible students are encouraged to apply! 
Applications are available at the Financial 
Aid Office. 

NEW COURSES 
FOR PRE-EDUCATION MAJORS 
KCC is now offering the following courses 

for Pre-Education Advisement: Speech 200: 
Speaking Skills for Prospective Teachers; 
Geology 200: Geology of the Hawaiian 
Islands. For more infonnation regarding 
Pre-Education Advisement contact: Jane 
Fukunaga at 734-9238 or Cynthia Kimura at 
734-9500. 

PI'A 100 
PTA 100 Introduction to Physical Therapy 

will be offered summer session daily Mon.­
Fri. from noon to 1: 15 p.m. beginning June 9. 
No prerequisites required. 

KOA GALLERY ACCEPI'ING 
EXIDBIDON PROPOSALS 
The Koa Gallery is accepting proposals 

for the 1989-90 art exhibitions. KCC offers 
the opportunity to show your work in a new 
college facility that combines a contempo­
rary art show space and an educational expe­
rience. Send your work along with a resume 
or your art background and experience. In­
clude a SASE if you wish to have your slides 
returned to you. Art work for cOnsideration 
must be ready to hang. It is preferable but not 
essential that those artists considered would 
present a slide lecture of their work or mflu­
ences and/Ol a wOlkshop demonstrating their 
talents; Send information to Kapiolani Com­
munity College, Kristen A. Moore, Gallery 
Director, 4303 Diamond Head Road, Hon­
olulu, Hawaii 96816. 

AN INTERNATIONAL NIGHT 
Professional Cooks of Hawaii, Junior 

Chapter ·will be sponsoring "An Interna­
tional Night" fundraiser on Apri122 from 6-
9 p.m., KCC Pensacola Campus Dining 
Rm. Featuring food from America, Japan , 
Mexico, Vietnam and Italy. Baked goods 
such as Lavosh, French Bread, Shortbread 
Cookies, Chinese Fried Walnuts and French 
Homemade Pasta. Tickets: through P.C.H. 
members, or by call543-66~9. Tickets, $10 
donation, will also be sold at the door. 

WINDWARD WRITING RETREAT 
Winward Community College will be held 

Apri115. The retreat, open to anyone over 
16, offers a chance for writers from the 
community to share their work in a suppor­
tive, creative, and relaxing atmospheJ:e. Free. 
235-7433 or235-7470. -

MOVIE TICKETS 
The Student Activities Office will be sell­

ing Consolidated Movie Tickets once again 
starting on April 18. These movie tickets 
will be good from July. 1-Dec. 31. The 
Movie Tickets will be $3.50 each and there 
will be a limit of 10 tickets per student 
Please be sure you bring your pink slip when 
you purchase your movie tickets. 

JOSE RIZAL WRITING CONTEST 
The Center for Philippine Studies an­

nouncestheannualJoseRizalEssayContest 
for college and high school students. The 
theme for this year's essay is "Rizal and the 
Filipino Youth." Essays are not to exceed 
1,500 words and are to be submitted to the 
Center of Philippine Studies not later than 
May 15. There are two ftrst prizes of $250 
each for college and high school ·winners, 
and also two second prizes of $150 each. 
They are donated by the Philippine Cultural 
Foundation of Hawaii and the Knights of 
Rizal. The winners will be announced at the 
end of May and will be honored in a cere­
mony marking Rizal's Birthday in June. 
734-6084 or 734-6085. 

COMMENCEMENT APPLICA· 
TIONS 

The KCC Spring 1989 Commencement 
will be held at the NBC Concert Hall at 6 
p.m. on Mmday, May 15. 

Please submit your applications f01 par­
ticipation if you have not already done so. 
Application forms are available at Student . 
Activities Office (Ohia 101 ). . 
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7:30p.m. Meet at Queen Liliuokalani Statue at ~t1~1 
the state CapitoL ~:m:: 
"Oresteia" at Kennedy Theatre 8p.m. rm 
•" A Stroll Through Kalmuki In the 1930's" -9- :::H 
la.m. Meet at Pavillion, Kaimuki Rec. Center. It 

UH Buddhist Meditation Group: 7-8:30 p.m. ~11i 
944-1796 for info. Also Apr. 17 from 6-7 :30p.m. It 
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Monday, Anril 17 @n~ 
II College or Education&""" llima 202; 12-1: 15p.m I:~:~ 

"College of Arts & Sclenees "Ohia 118, 12- 1¥~1 
1:15p.m. @i~i 

"College of Business Administration" llima t111 
105, 12-1:1Sp.m. i!lti 
•" Advanced Word Perfed 5.0," 6-9 p.m., 1f 

Mamane Bldg., Rm. 104. Fee:$45. lm1 
•Intro to Exeel 1.5 for the Madntosh. Apr. 17 t11 

& 19, 6-9 p.m. Fee: $75,lliahi Bldg. ,Rm. 129. i@ 
Advising for transferring to Manoa. See page 1 1ti'1 

for details. ~~H 
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PHILIPPINES AFfER MARCOS 
Barbara and Vic Ulmer of Our Develop­

ing World will give a slide presentation on 
"The Philippines after Marcos: Better or 
Worse?" April 19 at 1:30 p.m. on campus. 
Location to be announced. Sponsored by 
the Pacific-Asian Student Association. 
Contact Erin Gillis, 73 7-1425 for info. 

OFFICE OF COMMUNITY SERV· 
ICES WORKSHOPS AND TOURS 

For information, reservations and/or reg­
istration, call734-9211. Tours: All classes 
are held at the Diamond Head Campus of 
KCC. Fee. 

The Island Way: Discovering the Aloha 
Spirit, explores how the "local style" hospi­
tality can be more effectively shared With 
visitors frcm around the world: 7-9 p.m., 
April13, 20 & 27. Cost $20. 

''Nali' i: Kings & Queens of Hawaii" 
Unforgettable stories of Hawaii's ruling 

chiefs will be told in the cool, late ruternoon 
in downtown Honolulu by renown story­
teller Woody Fern. Thurs., April13, from 
5:30-7:30 p.m. beginning at Queen 
Liliuokalani Statue at the State Capitol. 

''Don Blanding's Honolulu" 
A perfect outing for visitors and new­

comers to our islands, Chelsea Chong will 
introduce you to the wit, charm and humor 
of Don Blanding's Honolulu, the "poet of 
Waikiki" in the 1930's. Sat., April15 from 
9-11 a.m. starting at the Aloha Tower Water 
Fountain. · 

Doing Business in Hawaii 
Newcomers who intend to do business in 

the island marketplace will find this session 
indispensable. The several levels of the 
island economy will be discussed with per­
tinent insights on how to deal successfully 
with Hawaii businesses. Tues., April 18 
from6:30-8:30p.m.atllimaRm.105. Cost: 
Individuals $15, Couples $25. 

Japanese Business Classes at KCC 
Simulated activities and videotaping of 

Japanese negotiation techniques will be 
part of the exercises used to intrOduce par­
ticpants to Japanese cultural and social eti­
quette that is vital in conducting successful 
·business ~th the Japanese. Tues., April18 
from 6-9 p.m. 

Japanese Negotiation Techniques 
Wil Hokama of International Marketing 

Communication Servic.es Will introduce 
participants to the concept ofdai ichi insho, 
~g-a fJrSt impression in Japanese Ne­
gotiation Techniques. 

A~~a~a~:~w~~:9uo.-12pn. I 
Meet at entrance to Ala Moana Beach Park across fil 
rom Atkinson Drive. $5. i@i 
•"Nali'i:The KJngs & Queens of Hawaii" 5:30 f,fj 

7:30 p.m. Meet at Queen l.iliuolcalani Statue at the 1i@ 
state Capitol. mt 

"Oresteia" at Kennel!}' Theatre 8 p.m. til 
The Thin Blue Line, 7:30 p.m. Academy of Ans 111\ 
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Mamane Bldg. Rm. 101. f~% 
Local Anesthesia 6-Sp.m. Kauila 113. Fee :$20. !1@ 
Consolidated Movie Tickets Sale :::::;1 

•"Doing Business In Hawaii" 6:30-8:30 p.m. t:~~ 
llima Bldg. Room 105. ::m 
• Japanese Negotiation Techniques: 6-9p.m. ~m 
•"Tattoos: Medical, Surgical & Cosmedc :til 

~spects" J@ 
·•A Flrst Course In Computers: IDM-PC & 20th l~ 
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Long Term Health Care, Part I 
This infonnative workshop will use simple 

terms to explain the New Medicare Cover­
age, supplement coverage, Medicaid, as well 
as medical coverage offered by the State and 
City and County. Sat., April 15 from 1-3 
p.m., at Mokihana 102. Fee: $10. 

Acupressure for Reieasing Ki 
When muscle tension is released, vital 

energy (ki) can flow more freely to help 
rebalance all body systems-especially the 
digestive, respiratory, circulatory, and nerv­
ous systems. This workshop will teach you 
to locate acu-points on the shoulders, back, 
and neck and how to apply gentle fingertip 

_pressure in the s~yle of Jin Shin. Wed._~pril 
12 from 6:30-8:30p.m.,Mokihana 102.Fee: 
$20. Instructor: Marie Riley. 

Tattoos: Medical, Surgical 
and Cosmetic aspects 
Tattooing is a culture and an art Hear a 

noted physician openly discuss the psycho­
Jogical implications of the number, subject 
and si~oftattoos. Medical assistants, please 
inquire about CE units. Tues., April18 from 
6-8 p.m. Mokihana 102. Fee $10. Instructor: 
Normal Goldstein, M.D., FACP. 

Peru: Land of the Incas 
Several regional dishes showcasing this 

country's fare will be presented including 
some of the following: Ceviche (seafood 
salad); Picanta de Galline (chicken dish); 
and Papas a Ia Huancaina (hot potato dish). 

A First Course in Computers: IBM PC 
This course is designed for those with no 

computer experience. No prerequisite. 6 
CPE units. April 18, 20, 6-9 p.m., 2 mtgs, 
DH Campus, Mamane 104, $45. 

Intro to the IBM PC Disk Operating 
System (DOS) .. 

A first level course on the use of the IBM 
PC DOS. Prerequisite(s): A First Course in 
Computers: IBM PC or equivalent knowl­
edge. 3 CPE units. April 22, 9-12 noon, 1 
mtg. DH Campus, Mamane 104, $40. 

Correction to the W.I. articualtion 
article in Mar.21 issue. The co~ection is 
to the sentence-"The AMA and the Ma­
noa Writng Committee are both accredit­
ing organizations and members of the 
writing committee feel that if KCC can 
comply with AMA regulation, their own 
can be followed as well." It should be 
noted that the MaDoG Writing Committee 
is in no way an accrediting <rganization. 
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