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‘Equus’ a challenging a

Play seen by many
as one of the most
important piece in

theatre.

By Paul Kolbe
MANAGING EDITOR

The touching story of a boy and
his love for horses... well, kind of.
More like a boy, fantasies of horses,
passion and worship, and questions
of the role of psychotherapy.

Peter Shaffer’s “Equus” is the
tale of a young man, Alan Strang,
whose worship for horses leads him
to commit a violent act in a stable.
Strang is then treated by a psychia-
trist, Martin Dysart, who begins to
question whether his treatment to
make the boy so-called normal, is
really forcing him to lose his indi-
viduality and live without passion.
Dysart then begins to question his
role, and his life.

If it seems a bit intense for a col-
lege play, then it’s only because the
director feels the actors can handle
the job. “ I was impressed with the
class, and thought it would be a chal-
lenge their talent deserved,” said
director Jessica Jacob, instructor of
KCC'’s Theatre 222 class who will be
putting on the play.

Jacob, who is pursuing her Master
in Fine Arts in theatre at UH Manoa,
is directing through a partnership pro-
gram between KCC and UH Manoa
offered every other spring. The pro-
gram alternates between plays and
musicals. Following the previous
years’ musical, it was time for a play.
Jacob chose “Equus” because it is
“one of the most important theatrical
pieces in the whole canon.”

“Equus” was also a famous -1977
movie directed by Sidney Lumet
(“Serpico,” “Dog Day Afternoon”)
that garnered three Oscar nominations
for Best Actor Richard Burton, Best
Supporting Actor Peter Firth and Best
Adapted Screenplay for Peter Shaffer.

But Jacob feels the movie did not
follow Shaffer’s original vision and
should be handled in more of an abstract
way. “Our play will be more true to
Shaffer’s original meaning,” she said.

All actors in the play are KCC stu-
dents. The exception is Nicole Bril-
hante as Jill Mason; she was brought
in to replace another student who had
a family emergency.

Alan Picard, who has been per-
forming in KCC plays since 1986,
plays the role of Dysart. He’s retired
now, but he used to take vacations just
to perform in past plays. He initially
did a scene from “Equus” in a previ-
ous class, and the experience drew
him to the role of the psychiatrist. “I
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Nicole Brilhante and Max Smart rehearse a scene from “Equus” which opens this Friday at KCC. The play is co-sponsored
by the KCC theatre program and the UH Manoa'’s theatre department.

was fascinated by the two characters,”
Picard said. “They go on an emotional
rollercoaster, and are both changed.”

The role of the troubled, young
Strang is played by Max Smart, who
says the character stood out from the
first reading.

Smart wants to pursue acting, but
thinks he will have to leave Hawaii to

Take the next step towards a Computer Science degree —
enroll at Chaminade. Our small class size and experienced
professors will help you acquire job skills for the exciting
field of technology. Many of your Kapi‘olani Community
College credits are transferable, and you may even be
eligible for a $4,000 transfer grant and federal financial aid.
So, equip yourself with the FBl's Most Wanted major.

APPLY TODAY!
(808) 735-4735 » www.chaminade.edu

do so. “It’s hard to build an exposé of
yourself in Hawaii,” he said. Smart,
who finds it hard to act and concentrate
on other classes because of the mental
and physical strain, plans to apply to
some mainland conservatories, but
will stay in acting for himself.

He said the role of Strang is his
most challenging to date, and has really

helped step his game up. “He may not
narrate, but the conflict of the story
revolves around him,” said Smart of
the character. “Without his tragic pas-
sion, there would be no story.”
“Equus” plays at the Maile Perform-
ing Arts Theatre on KCC campus from
April 20-22 at 8 p.m. and on April 23 at
6:30 p.m. Admission is $5 at the door.
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The Bus:

Continued from page 4

the city with the concept of install-
ing Wi-Fi on TheBus. Currently,
the Wi-Fi system operates through
Sprint Hawaii’s towers.

“If we get a lot of positive feed-
back and the City decides to make this
a regular service, then [the City] will
go to a bid process,” Kennedy said.

Greg Melvin, 22,
TheBus to school every day. His
commute from Mililani lasts one to

also rides

one and a half hours. Because he
only takes the Route A bus to Ala
Moana before transferring, he said
that there’s no sense in using the Wi-
Fi during the pilot program. How-
ever, he said if Wi-Fi were expanded
to other buses in the fleet, he would
bring his laptop to school.

“I’d have to be more careful with
my bag walking around school ... I
already busted my iPod,” he said.

The city decided to pursue the
pilot project because, “many of our
riders are spending a lot of time
on TheBus, and we’re looking to
make their time a little more pro-
ductive. Business people as well
as students utilize this bus route,”

Kennedy said.

Zak Ritchey, 20, rides TheBus
to school daily from Wahiawa. His
commute lasts two hours. Ritchey
said that he hasn’t used the service
during this pilot period because he
only catches Route A to Ala Moana.
When asked whether he would use
Wi-Fi if it were available on all the
buses Ritchey said, “If it’s free [after
this trial period] I'd be more inclined
to do it.”

One of the questions TheBus rep-
resentatives asked at Sinclair Circle
last week was whether students
would be willing to pay a fee to use
the Wi-Fi service.

“Right now, during this pilot
project, we haven’t addressed
whether there will be a future fee
or not,” Kennedy said. “We’'re
just looking at the feasibility of
whether people are going to use it
or not.”

Jessica Tabrah, 22, who com-
mutes 30 minutes to school said, “It’s
free I guess. It depends if you have
a long ride it’d be good, I guess. I
don’t really see the need for it.”

Bentil echoed these thoughts.

“It wouldn’t make any differ-
ence for me. It’s just the conve-
nience,” she said.

Editorial:

Continued from page 2

and, if the honking and middle fin-
gers of drivers are any indication,
they will undoubtedly have difficulty
finding the patience to put up with the
hassle of constant roadwork.

Longtime residents of Oahu may
remember the problems that the con-
struction of Kalanianeole Highway
caused when it was widened. This
was a project that took years to com-
plete, and congested the roadways so
much that drivers had to dramatically
alter their schedules just to make it
to their destination on time. It was
the type of construction project that
forced people to leave an hour ear-
lier for work or school, and this still
didn’t guarantee that they got there
on time, while getting home an hour
or more later each day.

Sadly, this is the sort of conun-
drum that drivers may be in again.
While there is no doubt that construc-
tion crews can accomplish jobs faster
than they could 10 or 15 years ago,
there are so many roads to repair that
even if these crews accomplished
their task ahead of schedule, it still

may be years before they are done.
Finally, the worst thing about
this problem is that state repre-
sentatives had years to address the
issue of deteriorating roadways yet
chose to repeatedly use the tempo-
rary fix in order to delay actual
repairs to the roads. Unfortunately,
this quick, easy fix has exhausted
its usefulness, and now the state’s
hand is being forced to repave
the many highly damaged roads
throughout the state. While fixing
one road may take a week or two
to complete, the idea that there are
possibly hundreds of roads in need
of repaving is daunting to say the
least. Hopefully those in charge of
the upkeep of Hawaii’s roadways
will learn that instead of using the
quick and easy patch method to
push back the real repairs, it is far
more beneficial both economically
and politically to actually fix the
roads well once. This way drivers
can avoid the irritation of a long,
difficult construction project, and
government officials can sidestep
the vast number of complaints that
they will surely receive from driv-
ers because of these roads that are
constantly in need of repair.
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Potholes:

Continued from page 1

of specification, causing uneven
or premature tire wear. In just a
short period of time, under severe
conditions, holes could
cause hundreds of dollars worth
of damage to a vehicle.”

Now that skies
state workers are back at work
to fill up the potholes. Potholes
cannot be fixed properly with

these

are clearer,

| wet weather.

Patching up the holes is only
temporary solution. Many roads
are so bad that they need repav-
ing. Nimitz Highway from the
airport to downtown was recently
repaved. Other areas that will
be repaved soon are Farrington
Highway through Waipahu and
Aiea Access Road between
Moanalua Road and Aloha Sta-
dium. Roads on Kalanianaole
Highway from Castle Junction to
Castle Medical Center, and Like-
like Highway on the Kalihi side
of the Wilson Tunnel will also be
repaved.

UH student Lindsay Furuya
says she hits many deep pot-
holes frequently when she drives
through Beretania and King
Street.

“Hopefully they can repair
the potholes at night when there
aren’t too many people on the
road,” Furuya said. “It would be
good if they could fix one road a
week because there are so many
potholes in Hawaii.”

The city and state do pay
legitimate claim to drivers whose

PHOTOS BY ELLICE FLORES /THE KAPIO NEWSPRESS

Potholes as shown in the pictures above, are often a common sight on roads,

after heavy rains and floods have passed.

vehicles have been damaged by
potholes.

A driver will need to show
proof, such as repair bills and a
picture of the pothole that dam-
aged the vehicle. An investigation
will then take place to determine
whether the city or state were

responsible for the damage.

To file a pothole claim on Oahu, the
driver must first determine whether
it is on a city or state road. Then
call 831-6703 if it’s a state road

or 523-4639 if it is a city road and
request a claim form.

Damage:

Continued from page 1

down the stairwell and filling up
the walkway.

“Luckily my staff and I were
here, so we could see what was
happening,” student
director George Higa said. “We
were able to stuff the doors (to

activities

the office) with paper towels

and newspapers to block the
water, lift our things off the
floor and also pull the electrical
plugs out.”

According to Higa the water
in the walkway was knee high
and seeping into building and
through the lobby area. He added
that some of the water had seeped
through his wall and into his
office forcing him to move office
materials out of the way.

Campus design layout
played a role in causing the flood-
ing by assisting it on its journey.

and

| The heavy rain built up on the
| cement above the bottom floor of

the building then streamed down
the stairwells.

“The sloping of the cement
outside Ohia served as a funnel
into the stairwells on both sides
and the drainage systems became
blocked by debris” Campos said,
“Despite the fact that we did
clean the drains that morning

because we saw that they were
starting to fill up, they still over-
flowed.”

The rain came in a quick and
heavy downpour which caused a
flash flood of sorts. According to
Campos there was eight inches of
rain in an hour causing the flood-
ing and the unusual amount of
rain was too much for the drain-
age systems. .

“When it is a deluge like that
it is going to bring with it leaves
and branches to clog the drains,
but on a normal rainy day the
drains should be fine,” Campos
said.

During the rain auxiliary ser-
vices did divert water away form
the building with makeshift sand-
bags made of garbage bags and
gravel. The sandbag blockage
helped to divert water away from
the building allowing for the crew
to clean the building and vacuum
water from the areas quickly. This
immediate response will help in
the prevention of mold build up
witch could happen when there is
standing water.

“The janitor crew got the wet

vacuums and sucked up the water
immediately and the water was
not as muddy and murky as it
could have been,” Campos said.

“We are watching for mold it is _

a concern when you have leaky

roofs or a flood, but because we
were able to get the water out
immediately it should not be a
problem.”

According to Zane she also
attributed the quick response of
auxiliary services in prevent-
ing damage to the bookstore and
they were also able to vacuum the
water which she could not mop
by herself.

Preventive measures are being
taken by auxiliary services to
improve our campus and the
campus’ ability to withstand rain
storms. Buildings such as Ohelo
and Kalia will receive renovations
to improve the air conditioning
which will include improvements
to the roofs.

The college is also vying for a
portion of a $16-22 million repair
and maintenance fund allocated
by the state legislature for com-
munity colleges. According to
Campos they may even look into
the possibility of creating a spill-
way for water coming down the
slope of the campus to be diverted
to the roadway.

For students or faculty who want
to report signs of water damage on

campus they can call the auxiliary
services office line at 734-9157,
and report where and what the
damage is.
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