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Aloha Everyone! Welcome to a new year and new 
semester! Things haven’t changed much since 2020 
but it’s a new year and we’re a few months into it now. 
In this issue of The Hoot we have amazing articles 
highlighting some amazing people and classes we 
have on our very own campus.

If there are any interesting things you hear about 
West O’ahu, don’t be afraid to reach out on our 
instagram @thehootnews or email us thehoot@
hawaii.edu. We would love to highlight the amazing 
and talented people on our campus, or the really 
cool things your class may be doing. 

The semester has been tough, the year has not 

been easy, it’s okay to feel like you’re just adrift in 
the tumbling sea. It’s okay to take a break and take 
a breath. Go outside and take a breath of fresh air, 
change your clothes, and treat yourself to a present.

“We are not thinking machines that feel; rather, we are 
feeling machines that thing.” 

- Antonio Damaso

See you next issue! Mahalo for reading!
Michelle Zheng

Editor's Note

Michelle Zheng
Editor-In-Chief

“
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The University of Hawai‘i has 
launched the UH Student Basic Needs 
site intended for UH students at the 10 
campuses statewide to access basic 
needs-both on and off campus-including 
food and housing, childcare, mental 
health services, financial resources and 
transportation, among others. It can be 
accessed at: https://www.hawaii.edu/
student-basic-needs/.

UH is partnering with find help.
org to provide students with access to 
community, state and federal basic needs 
resources. The UH System Basic Needs 
Committee, composed of representatives 
from every campus, was created to 
better understand and address food 

insecurity and other forms of basic needs 
insecurities in the student population.

U.S college students have been hit 
hard by the COVID-19 pandemic so 
don’t be afraid to reach out for help. 
Basic needs include food and housing, 
childcare, mental health, financial 
resources and transportation, among 
others. Student basic needs security is 
critical for ensuring strong academic 
performance, persistence and graduation 
and overall student well-being. If you 
or someone you know is experiencing 
basic needs insecurity, please see the UH 
System Basic Needs website.

UH News

New UH Student Basic Needs 
site serves all UH students
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All about the Pueo Virtual Front Desk!

Introducing PUEO LIVE

OpEd

OpEd

The University of Hawaii — West O’ahu 
Student Affairs recently introduced this one-
stop shop for all your needs related to your 
experience as a student at West O’ahu. From 
there, it will connect you to all the various 
departments in a quick way utilizing the face-
to-face aspect of Zoom.  

What is the Pueo Virtual Front Desk (its 
purpose/goal)?

The purpose of the Pueo Virtual Front 
Desk (PVFD) is to provide a virtual high touch 
experience to provide information, referrals, 
and express services to students, faculty, 
staff, and visitors. We feel that access to a live 
team member via virtual services is especially 
important as we continue to Build a Beloved 
Community during this time when 
public safety guidelines have 
appropriately limited our in-person 
interactions.   

How did the PVFD come to 
fruition?

The PVFD came to fruition as we 
looked for ways to continue services 
without putting our students and 

our faculty and staff at increased health risk 
during the pandemic.

What services do you offer?
Express services (limited to 15 

minutes) are available every weekday with 
representatives from each of our three main 
Student Affairs areas (Enrollment Services, 
Student Development, Student Engagement). 
Each day we have representation from our 
Advising/College Success Advising team, 
and team members from other areas like 
Admissions, Records, Financial Aid, Student 
Life, The No’eau Center, Career Services, 
etc. rotate throughout the week. If you visit 
outside of operating hours, visitors can fill 
out a contact form and someone from the 

identified office will get back to you within 48 
hours (or 2 business days).

Why is it important to know about this 
service?

It is important because this is the easiest 
way for students to connect with a live student 
support staff person at this time. Access to the 
PVFD can be found on most UHWO webpages 
via a “Connect with Us!” icon found in the 
bottom corner. Operating hours for the PVFD 
are Monday - Friday, 10 am - 2 pm

Is there anything else you want to share 
with us?

Stop in! Check it out! We are looking 
forward to your visit and we will do our best 

Feeling disconnected from campus? 
Now there is a way to be on campus without 
physically going outside. 

ASUHWO recently launched PUEO LIVE, 
a private discord server for all UH West 
O’ahu students. You can access the link to 
join by going to the WOA PUEOStudentLife 
announcements page in Laulima.  It should 
be titled “ASUHWO presents PUEO LIVE”

The purpose of this new space is a way to 
connect to students virtually and create an 
online community where you can voice your 

opinions, get the latest information, and just 
chill with friends. 

Even if you’re familiar with discord or a 
total newbie, discord is really intuitive to use, 
and the staff are really fun and kind. There 
are a lot of fun rooms you can hang out in or 
reach out to your Student Life leaders. They 
occasionally host movie and game nights 
where students participate and potentially 
win gift cards. 

See you there!

BY  LOEA AKIONA

BY  MICHELLE ZHENG
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For Black History Month, Compoc had her students create instagram style posts sharing “well-researched memes”  as 
they call it. Follow them @UHWOhistory to see all the posts as well as look forward to the month of March where they 
will post content related to Women’s history month. 

Especially in the African American 
community, “some people have access 
to their culture and some don’t-- and it 
can be very emotional to be the only one 
in your family to learn this knowledge.” 
Kim Compoc, African American History 
Professor.  

This semester, The University of 
Hawai‘i — West O‘ahu offered a new 
African American course thanks to the 
advocacy of students, and it couldn’t 
have come at a better time. In the wake 
of many climatic events that occurred 
in 2020- especially regarding the Black 
Lives Matter movement, it has become 
even more important to be educated in 
these topics.

“Anti-blackness exists in all families- 
not just White- and it is important that 
we equip ourselves with knowledge to be 
prepared to talk in those conversations.” 
says Compoc, the professor for the 
African American History course. 

In early 2020, Sophomore class 

student representative at the time, 
Brient Hutchison, put out a survey to 
UHWO students to see if they would 
be interested in attending an African 
American History course if it were 
available. 

From his results, an overwhelming 
95.8% of students indicated they wanted 
to see content that focused on African 
American history, and 83% were willing 
to help advocate for the course. With 
the support of the students behind it, 
the ball to get this course started rolling 
and it eventually culminated into a small 
course being offered in Spring 2021. 

The class goes over topics expanding 
over centuries of forgotten or ignored 
history. Starting from the early 1500s and 
the arrival of Africans on the continent of 
America, then focusing on the betrayal 
that African-Americans went through 
during reconstruction- post Civil war. 
Compoc considers herself a place-based 
educator and she plans to highlight the 

Black experience in early 19th century 
Hawaii- something special to courses at 
West Oahu. 

“People in Hawai‘i like to think they 
‘figured out race’, but what would it 
look like if BLM was truly in focus?” she 
comments.

“I’d like to think this course at West 
O’ahu will help African Americans feel like 
they belong in Hawaii and be able to fully 
express themselves in a way that may 
not be possible on the US continent.”

If you are interested in becoming a 
knowledge seeker- to join this class is 
to simply be open; have an attitude of 
respect and empathy because history 
can be a painful thing for people. The 
class offers many opportunities for 
students to talk to each other to build an 
understanding around these topics while 
using culturally relevant pedagogy. 

“A welcoming and uplifting place,” 
says Hutchinson.

BY MICHELLE ZHENG

“Fixing the Ignorance”
FEATURE

New African American History Course introduced to UHWO

He is a junior Majoring 

in Creative media. He 

also serves on the 

Associated Students of 

UHWO as the Junior Class 

Representative.

She is the Assistant 

Professor of History at 

UHWO and teaches the 

African American History 

Course.

Brient Hutchinson 

Kim Compoc

Example of an instagram post they did during Black History month featuring 

Angela Yvonne Davis by Brient Hutchison
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After the shutdown of campus back in 
Fall 2020, the biggest question of many 
Creative Media Major students was “when 
can we go back to campus?” And although 
that question can’t be answered for sure, 
the one thing certain is that they will have 
a big welcoming surprise when they get 
back.

Recently the University of Hawai‘i 
— West O‘ahu unveiled photos and 
information about the newest building on 
their campus. 

“The newly constructed 33,000- 
square foot, $37 million Creative Media 

Facility cements the campus as the 
destination for creative media education 
in the state by linking facilities and 
programs throughout the UH System and 
across the state as a catalyst for Hawaiʻi’s 
intellectual property workforce.”

The Bachelor of Arts in Creative Media 
is one of West O’ahu newest and fastest-
growing degree programs. 

According to the university, UH 
West O‘ahu’s Creative Media program 
embraces digital media literacy and 
storytelling as experienced through 
video, animation, video games, design, 

social media, web and app development, 
virtual and augmented reality, and other 
new forms of media communication 
and design through concentrations 
in Communication and New Media 
Technologies, Design and Media, Game 
Design and Development, and General 
Creative Media.

More information will be released as 
time goes on, but one thing is certain, 
it’s an exciting time for all Creative Media 
students at UH West O‘ahu. 

On January 29, 2021, Netflix surprised 
local audiences with their original movie 
“Finding ‘Ohana”. While Netflix has been 
having trouble and some controversy with 
certain movies,“Finding ‘Ohana” was a 
pleasant surprise to view. 

At the first glance with trailers, many 
have described the movie as a Hawaiian 
version of the 1985 movie “The Goonies”. 

The overall plot was about how two 
siblings from New York are forced to visit 
their grandfather in Hawai‘. Pilialoha ‘Pili’, 
played by Kea Peahu, finds a journal to find 
a Peruvian treasure with her brother and two 
friends they made on the way. 

If you’re a fan of “The Goonies” or the 
Indiana Jones series, you will enjoy it greatly 
for the treasure plot, but the real selling 
point is all the nods and fun things you 
understand from growing up in Hawai‘i from 
the casual usage of pidgin to the dynamics 

of characters. You’ll even laugh if you turn 
on captions and Netflix translates the pidgin. 
You can see aspects of our familiar culture 
from how they portray kuleana, aloha, and 
‘ohana. 

They touch upon the topic of  the 
Pacific Diaspora where the characters are 
disconnected from their culture despite 
having Hawaiian blood in their veins. 

The movie is able to create realistic 
family relationships, sometimes it does get 
cringy, but at the core of it was a lot of heart 
and love. I watched it with my family, who 
were disinterested at the start, but after 15 
minutes, we watched the movie together 
and came together as our ‘Ohana. 

I can’t say too much about the movie 
without spoiling it, but the movie is worth 
watching if you already have Netflix and 
would love to see our home portrayed on a 
big screen- or well home screen. 

BY BETHANY GALLARDE

UHWO’s New Creative Media Building 

Finding Home in 
“Finding ‘Ohana”

UHWO NEWS 

MOVIE REVIEW

PHOTO CREDIT: © GENSLER RYAN GOBUTY
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Have you ever been interested in 
E-Sports and gaming? Pueo Gaming is 
an open and new gaming community 
located at UH West O‘ahu! 

Founder and head of the E-Sports team 
at West O‘ahu, Marvin Pilar,  sits down 
in an interview to go over his journey in 
creating Pueo Gaming and what his plans 
for the future are regarding it.  

During his first semester of his 
freshman year, Pilar established the 
E-Sports RISO in collaboration with the 
Intramural Sports and Fitness Center 
Coordinator, Ryan Perreira. There was 
student demand for a creative space 
outside of Mānoa where students 
interested in gaming and E-Sports could 
come and develop their talent. Perreira 
and Pilar had the additional hopes of 
establishing an official E-Sports presence 
over on the west side to further grow 
Hawaii’s presence in the ESports scene.

What is E-Sports? Professionally 
speaking E-Sports is an official sporting 
event utilizing a multi-player competitive 
video game played by professionals. The 
sport is similar to other mainstream sports 

such as basketball or football except it’s 
played in a more virtual environment. 

The program is actively seeking out 
new players of any skill level. He expresses 
greatly that as long as the player comes 
in with a great attitude and is willing to 
learn the skills, current ability is not an 
issue. The club is open to those who want 
to be involved and is a great opportunity 
for those interested in looking for a career 
in professional gaming. 

Currently, Pueo Gaming is looking for 
players for games like League of Legends, 
Valorant, Call of Duty, Overwatch, and 
Nintendo’s Super Smash Bros with an 
upcoming League tournament coming 
up on March 20 between the other 
community colleges. The club hopes to 
expand to other games over the coming 
semesters. 

But professional gaming isn’t the only 
thing you can do in this club. Pueo Gaming 
also holds occasional game nights based 
on student interest and what is available. 

If you are more interested in the 
business side of things, Pueo Gaming 
is also seeking a content team such as 

graphic designers for stream overlays and 
flyers. 

The goals of the club is to build up the 
gaming community here at West O’ahu 
with new members, then potentially trips 
out to gaming events such as E3 and PAX. 

Pilar has personal hopes that Pueo 
Gaming becomes nationally recognized 
by a collegiate association and get UHWO 
on the map as an E-Sports involved 
university. Most importantly though, he 
wants to give back to the school as well 
as be sure his members are proud to be 
playing for their school.

He wants to thank his admin team 
Boedy, Caton, and Keoki for assisting him 
in this journey!

If you are interested in Joining Pueo 
Gaming, there are no definite meeting 
times as of current but their Discord is 
always open. Link at https://discord.
gg/HxT2fAUVWj or contact Marvin 
Pilar at marvinap@hawaii.edu for any 
questions. Also look out of Pueo Gaming 
at future club rushs!

BY KYLIE PENULLAR

West O‘ahu’s Rising E-Sports 
Presence

CLUB FEATURE

Pueo Gaming Founder Marvin Pilar Shares insight on the club’s goals and dream

He is the founder and 

current president of Pueo 

Gaming.

Marvin Pilar

PHOTO CREDIT: © GENSLER RYAN GOBUTY
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I remember listening to this for the 
first time. Some of my friends have 
been reposting the Spotify page to their 
Instagram story, with captions praising 
and gushing over the song. So, I took a 
chance and listened to it. Immediately, I 
was pulled in. 

Precious Mae Eligio, a sophomore 
and singer, released her single, “Sold 
Out,” in January, and not only has it 
caught my attention but the attention of 
others, resulting in two thousand Spotify 
streams. 

This light ethereal piece encompasses 
multiple genres like hymns, R&B, and 
alternative. It has the simplicity of a neo-
soul song or a ballad, with soft but full 
vocals and easy piano, but develops in 
elements of your regular on-the-radio 
Top Hits song, with a synth, beats, and 
guitar. It is reminiscent of alternative R&B 
singer Sabrina Claudio, especially of her 
acclaimed EP, Confidently Lost. 

What makes this song more interesting 

is its lyrics. It is this beautiful song of 
devotion and adoration, where she 
repeats the phrase, “Take what is Yours / 
All of my soul, All of my soul is Yours.” She 
sings to a significant figure all of her love 
and all of her heart that all she is and has 
Yours. 

When asked what was the intent 
behind the song, the artist replied, 
“The intent of this song is to illustrate 
this relationship between Creator and 
creation; Love and response to Love.” 

Precious dedicates this song to God, 
explaining, “The song begins with being 
in awe of God’s unconditional Love and 
it progresses into this natural, inevitable 
response to Love Him back, to be all in, 
to be “sold out” to Him. The message is 
based on 1 John 4:19, [where it says that] 
“We love first because He first loved us.” 
I wanted to depict the gravity of His love 
- how captivating it is to the point where 
whoever lets Him into their heart will 
have this inclination to belong to Him and 

find freedom in that belonging.” 
In addition, Precious explains her 

writing process: “I purposely write in a 
sort of love language - something anyone 
can understand. If I’m able to somehow 
share a glimpse of how great God is, is the 
realness of His love, and how satisfying 
it feels being in His presence - then I’m 
doing something right.” 

Her passion is clearly remarkable and 
admirable, and it is evident in her song. 
If you’re looking for something to listen 
to that will make you ponder and think 
about love, then this is the song for you. If 
you’ve enjoyed the song and want to know 
more about the artist, Precious, you can 
find her on Instagram @muhprecious. 

BY HOSANNA DIOCARES 

“Sold Out” by Precious 
FEATURE

UHWO’s own Precious Mae Eligio released a single available for streaming on Spotify

Precious Eligio
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As a die-hard consumer of sweet treats 
and unhealthy drinks like hot chocolate, I 
am always looking for the best recipes to 
try. But as a diabetic and wannabe vegan, 
I’m always on the hunt for healthier 
options for the treats and unhealthy 
drinks that I love. 

Through a series of rabbit holes on 
instagram, I found this amazing recipe. I 
came across this instagrammer named 
“kitchealthy” who reposts recipes with 
credit from that instagram account there 
was a video authored and made by 
another instagrammer, named liz moody.

 She shared the world’s healthiest, 
thickest and creamiest hot chocolate in 
the whole world. At first I was skeptical 
when hearing the crazy and unexpected 
ingredients that go into this hot chocolate. 
But after I made it, it was exactly as she 
described and even more delicious!

This hot chocolate is the healthiest 
version of hot chocolate you will ever 
find. It is very friendly to diabetics like me, 
and even vegan. 

Ingredient List:
3 tbsp raw cacao powder
1 tsp vanilla extract
pinch of fine grain sea salt
¼ cup maple syrup
2 tbsp almond butter (if allergic to 
nuts please use your substitute for nut 
butter)
generous shake of cinnamon
1 avocado
2-3 cups boiling water.

Instructions:
Blend together all ingredients until 

smooth starting with 2 cups of water 
and adding more until you reach the 

desired creamiest. You can warm it a little 
more on the stove or in the microwave if 
desired. Then enjoy!

I was extremely skeptical at first 
because of the avocado. After I tried it, the 
avocado is a definitely required addition 
to the vegan hot chocolate. The nut butter 
(or its substitute) provides a thickness 
and creaminess almost like chocolate 
godiva pudding! 

It’s rich in natural sweetness and thick 
like pudding. I strongly recommend this 
hot chocolate recipe for junk food lovers 
on a low-sugar diet. 

This recipe definitely lives up to its 
claim that this is the creamiest, richest, 
but the healthiest hot chocolate I ever 
tasted ever! Try it, and you won’t regret it!

Looking for a special to share with a significant other this holiday season? Top off your cold winter days with a mesmerising 
Hot Chocolate Bomb! Watch as your hot chocolate mixture explodes from a creative chocolate shell as you pour your warm milk or 
water. Take your time to decorate your chocolate bomb with whatever topping of your choosing. 

BY  NICHOLAS KEKOA NII

BY  KYLIE PENULLAR

The Best Hot 
Chocolate Recipe!

Hot Chocolate Bomb

RECIPE REVIEW

RECIPE

Utensils: 
Microwave safe bowl
Food thermometer
Spoon
2 inch Silicone circle molds 

Ingredients:
2 ½ cups of Chocolate (chips or bar) 
Cocoa mix of your choice(Optional)
Mini Marshmallows
Sprinkles

1.Temper Your Chocolate
If you are using a chocolate bar, break 

it up into smaller pieces and pour the 
chocolate pieces into a microwave-safe 
bowl. Microwave your chocolate for 30 
seconds and mix when done. Don’t worry 
if your chocolate is not melted all the way 

through, you are going to continue to heat 
and mix in intervals of 15 seconds from 
then on. Get your melted chocolate up to 
90 degrees fahrenheit, this is so we get a 
nice smooth texture from the chocolate 
and it will come out much more easily 
from the mold later on. 

If your chocolate goes above 90 
degrees, just add in bits of unmelted 
chocolate and slowly incorporate it into 
the mixture. Don’t microwave!

2. Fill Your Molds 
*You want to keep your chocolate 

between 88-90 degrees while working 
with your molds so if your chocolate starts 
to thicken/cool ,  microwave it warm for 
no more than 10 seconds!

Take a spoon and only fill the bottom 
of the mold. Use the back of the spoon to 
coat the walls of the mold and chill in the 
fridge for 5 minutes. Repeat this 2-3 more 
times depending on how thick you spread 
the chocolate. You don’t want it too thin 
that it breaks or melts in your hand during 
assembly and not too thick that the warm 
milk/water doesn’t melt your chocolate 
sphere.

3. Assemble Your Spheres
Pop your chocolate spheres out of your 

molds carefully and fill half of your molds 
with your Hot Chocolate mix of choice. 
You can choose to add any marshmallows 
and other goodies you want inside now.
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In December 2020, I found out about a 
brand-new mobile game coming out in 2021 
through a Facebook advertisement that 
combined all the games and shows I enjoyed: 
that game was called “Stella Arcana: Eternal 
Stars”.

 YouTubers/Streamers in Asian Countries 
and European Countries were posting their 
playthroughs of the game because for them 
it was already out which made me even 
more excited for the game. When I first saw 
the trailers and playthroughs of the game, 
I thought to myself, “Wow! This looks like 
this game will become the future of Mobile 
Gaming!”. 

Stella Arcana is a brand new mobile game 
for iOS and Android that was released on 
January 6, 2021. This game combines its own 
original cutesy Anime characters with their 
own original gameplay based on League of 
Legends and the Pokémon console games. 
The game is completely free to download, and 
there are options to buy in-app purchases. 

The storyline centers around a demigod/
goddess, who has been hired by the Holy 
Sanctum of the Gods of the Sky, to investigate 
the disturbances and the darkness of the 
world of Stella Arcana. They meet many 
friends along the way; and eventually  you find 

out that a certain Man in Black is a part of the 
cause of the disturbances.

The gameplay for Stella Arcana is very 
complex and different. But is definitely 
inspired by and similar to League of Legends. 
After customizing an avatar, you join a faction. 
However, instead of competing against other 
factions like in League, all factions must be 
treated as one team and help all other factions. 

All the players in the game are not your 
opponents, they are your teammates. Similar 
to Pokémon, you get your own Pocket-sized 
monsters to help you fight against the forces 

and activities of the Man in Black. And just like 
League of Legends, you get mercenaries to be 
a part of your fighting team. 

In my opinion, it is the best mobile game 
ever. There’s even audio dialogue for the most 
part instead of just reading text. I strongly 
recommend this game for anyone who’s a 
die-hard or normal League of Legends, Anime, 
Disney, and Pokémon fan. It is definitely a 
combination of these. It tries and succeeds 
to cater to all Mobile Players. In all truth I give 
this game a 10 out of 5 Tim’s.

A new open world role-playing game on the 
rise and it’s called Genshin Impact! Developed 
and published by Shanghai games company 
Mihoyo, Genshin Impact leads players through 
the world of Teyvat in search of their missing 
sibling whilst also encountering the arising 
conflicts occuring within its seven nations. 

Genshin Impact features an interesting 
take on the elemental magic system, character 
switching, and gacha system as it brings in 
new players seeking nostalgia from games like 

Fire Emblem and Legend of Zelda: Breath of 
the Wild.

Genshin Impact finds its place amongst the 
top rated games of 2020 holding the position 
of best game across mobile platforms. The 
game’s mechanics allow for an easy transition 
to mobile with only a few differences from its 
computer or console counterpart.

Certain games like Genshin Impact allow 
players to operate as they wish, leveling up 
characters, clearing Domains, or following lore 

as new content is rolled out. I was intrigued by 
the game’s story as updates indicated that the 
lore has already been sprinkled throughout 
and planned beginning to end. Their plan was 
to release the story in chapters spanning six 
week updates. This was a refreshing change of 
pace because even though I could spend hours 
playing, the game purposely gives players a 
breather to digest the story, explore the world, 
and work out any bugs as they occur. 

BY NICHOLAS KEKOA NII 

BY KYLIE PENULLAR

Stella Arcana - Eternal Stars 
is the Future of Mobile Gaming

Genshin Impact

APP/GAME REVIEW

GAME REVIEW

continued on page 11
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What comes to mind when one 
thinks of Pornhub? People find it to be 
a place where they can get their rocks 
off. In its yearly review of 2019, Pornhub 
counted over 42 billion visits to its site 
and 115 million visits a day. It had a 
record number of 6.83 million video 
uploads as well. From their insight 
review, they posted this hilarious fact, 
“If you started watching 2019’s new 
videos from 1850, you would still be 
watching them today.” With their 6.83 
million videos, they’ve generated quite 
an amount of profit. But what was in 
those 6 million videos? 

Pornhub and its parent company, 
MindGeek, face scrutiny for their role 
in facilitating and profiting from sexual 
abuse and exploitation. The site is 
infested with dark sexual content - rape 
videos, sexual exploitation, coercion, 
violence, spycam videos, revenge 
pornography, and even has reports 
of sex trafficking victims and child 
rape films. A simple search for “girls 
under18” (no space) or “14yo” leads to 
more than 100,000 videos available to 
be watched and downloaded. Though 
they have moderators, accusations 
have come forth that big sites like 
Pornhub and others like it don’t 
verify age or consent in videos before 
allowing them to be uploaded. 

The company faces fire after 
countless allegations and accusations 
from victims of its site and has been 
denounced by legislators, celebrities, 
and ex-adult film stars. The online 
campaign, Traffickinghub, has played a 
pivotal role in exposing and protesting 
Pornhub, even going far as promoting 
a petition that has garnered over 2 
million signatures. The campaign uses 
its platform to give voices and safe 
spaces for victims to share their stories 
of why Pornhub should be shut down 
and held accountably. 

Their platform, with support 
and equal promotion from similar 
organizations, has led to huge 
breakdowns of the company from 

the last year alone. It led to continual 
pressure from US & Canadian 
legislation, which made way for the 
executives of Pornhub to be questioned 
by the House of Commons Ethics 
Committee in early February 2021.

It has led to one the dropping of 
financial partners, like Grant Thorton, 
Visa, Mastercard, and Discover. It 
even caught the eye of Pulitzer-prize-
winning New York Times journalist, 
Nicholas Kristof, to write a scathing 
expose of Pornhub’s child exploitation 
videos. And it led to Pornhub removing 
its download button and deleting 
10+ million of its videos, which was 
nearly 75% of its collection. Its ripple 
effect is now reaching other big porn 
sites, like XVideos, which is now being 
investigated. 

Investigations are still being done 
and more victims are coming forward, 
empowered by the crumbling power of 
the site - the power that once kept them 
silent. With the evidence mounting 
against them, the walls are closing in. 
Pornhub is running out of options and 
it can make one wonder what they 
will do to get out of this. Unless, they 
choose to succumb to the pressure 
and do the unthinkable - change their 
model entirely or simply shut down. 

*This article contains mentions about sensitive material (sexual exploitation, assault, and violence.)

One thing that discouraged me away 
from the game was its rigged gacha system; a 
system that lets players roll for new characters 
with specifically set drop rates. For some 
popular characters, there is little to no chance 
of getting the featured banner character. 

With that being said, I would give Genshin 
Impact a 7/10. Aside from the gacha system 
I haven’t run into any other issues and enjoy 
many things such as its amazing art and 
music, open world exploration, battle system, 
and lore. 

BY HOSANNA DIOCARES

End of PornHub
NEWS

The internet’s infamous porn site and its parent company are under fire

continued from page 10
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“Throwback Time!” 
Let’s look back on some photos from last year
BY ANASTAZIA MCINTOSH

THREE GIRLS OUT FOR LUNCH AT DA SPOT

OUR GOODBYES FOR NOW

LAST NIGHT ON CAMPUS

THE LAST H.O.P.E STUDENTS MEETUP PRE-COVID SEPARATION

Book Review:

THEHOOT@HAWAII.EDU

“WORKOUT LIKE A UHWO
JOURNALIST, 
RUN WITH A STORY”
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