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Solomon Islanders: Coping with colonizers and invaders 
By Coralie Vellis 

While driving rain pelted the KCC campus 
Tuesday_morning, March 19, the frrstevent of 
IntemationalFestival,RhythmsEastandWest 
took place during Bob Franco's anthropology 

. class in Bldg. 933 
Dr. Geoffrey White, research associate of 

the Institute of Culture and Communication, 
East-West Center, spoke of the effects of 
World War II on Pacific Islanders, specifically, 
the Solomon Islanders. 

''The one thing that disrupted rhythms was 
the war. What were peaceful backwaters be­
came critical areas of battle," White said. 
"Generations of islanders had grown up under 
British colonization. Suddenly, everything fell 
apart. The colonizers were forced to make a 
hurried mass exodus." 

The Japanese had landed in the northern 
part of Guadalcanal and were advancing 

When American Marines landed 
in the south, male islanders slowly adapted to 
new ways. They contributed to the war effort 
by assisting New Zealand and Australian coast 
watchers. They carried back information that 
they were able to get from Japanese camps in 
the north. 

"A marvelous case of deception, or was it?" 
said White. ''There was a great deal of ambi­
guity." White explained that in truth, the 
Japanese had treated the islanders very fairly. 
There was no report of any atrocities. A doctor 
living there actually chose to practice in the 
Japanese camp. White said. "I'm sure the 
islanders wondered who truly might be the 
better colonizers-the British or theJ apanese 
-maybe natives were caught in the middle." 

He explained that the Solomon Islanders 
took a humanistic aooroach. Iniured J aoanese 
were carried to the Japanese military camp; in 
the same way, wounded Allies were taken to 
the American camp. 

Once the Marines landed, islanders saw 
their island change drastically. Many resi­
dents were moved to adjoining islands away 

the front lines. Their homes were bulldozed to 
make room for whole cities built by the mili­
tary and private contractors-barracks., Coca­
Cola Bottling Company, theaters. 

Taiko drumming by Kenny Endo 

The British tried to keep the male natives 
away from the military whom the British 
thought were spoiling them. While the colo­
nists had been paying natives a wage of $2 per 

, Photo by Chris Phleger 

Drums, chant, hula and Indonesian dances entertained rain-soaked students at the 
opening ceremonies of the International Festival. 

chants affirm 
common to all mankind 

beliefs 

By Moriso Teraoka 

The Muslim and Buddhist chants offered 
at the Chapel during the International Festival 
will not be easily forgotten. 

First to be introduced was Karim Khan, 
an instructor from the University of Hawaii. 
The Muslim chant, he explained, cannot be 
accompanied by any musical instrument be­
cause it does not have a predictable beat nor 
a rhythm and because the same word spoken 
in a different pitch produces a different 
meaning. 

In his three-part chant he first praised the 
Lord; the second chant was a message from 
the Lord telling humanity of the virtues of 
humbleness, and the third was about God 
and his relationship to humanity. The Koran, 
the Muslim bible was the basis from which 
the messages were derived. With this short 
introduction Khan readied himself. 

Khan, a huge man with jet black hair, 
stood in front of the raised platform. Lowering 
his head, he ·said nothing for at least half a 
minute, and then, barely audible, he began 
his chant in Arabic. 

The wailing sound reminded me of a 
scene in a movie calling the faithful to prayer 
in Mecca. Khan's voice became full, and his 
sonorous voice began to fill the chapel. At 

times, his chanting reminded me of an opera, 
perhaps the "Marriage of Figaro," or maybe 
passages from "Barber of Sevile"; the chant 
was at times light and sparkling. At another 
time the howling of coyotes came into my 
mind, or was it the wailing of the tidal wave 
siren? 

I was fascinated by his body language as 
he chanted. As if conducting a symphony 
orchestra, his right hand was always in mo­
tion, as if to lead his chant with the proper 
cue. Now clenched into a ball, now slashing 
with his hands, sometimes waving goodbye 
or leisurely taking a walk, precisely in uni­
son with his chant. His body was always in 
perfectsynchronization with his chant, tak­
ing a step backward, making a right tum or a 
left tum, at times standing still, 

The three chants tookabout45 minutes to 
recite and left Khan totally exhausted. Barely 
acknowledging the applause given him, he 
sat slumped in his chair. Bracing himself 
with an umbrella that he had brought, he 
closed his eyes, lowered his head and stayed 
this way for about 15 to 20 minutes. 

When later asked about the significance 
of his hand and body movements, he smiled 
and said, "You know, an Arab cannot say a 
single word and communicate with his fel­
lowman without waving his arms, or hands; 

our body language is just as important as our 
vocal utterance." Then I knew he was him­
self again. 

The Reverend Sutadhara, a Buddhist 
monk from Sri Lanka, was the other guest 
chanter, and was in direct contrast with Khan. 
The Reverend was short in stature; Khan 
was towering. The Reverend sat on a chair 
while Khan stood as he chanted. The 
Reverend's chants were half as long and 
were done in a monotone with. a measured 
cadence. His chant was soothing and relax­
ing. Much like the reading of the Sutra by a 
Japanese Buddhist priest, his chantreminded 
my of my Sunday school days at the 
Hongwanji in Hilo. 

His chants were discourses on how to 
organize one's life in the ways of the Bud­
dha, the worthiness of Buddha and the vir­
tues ofloving kindness. The discourses were 
chanted in the original language spoken when 
Buddha was alive. When asked why he held 
a fan in front of him, he said, by looking at 
the fan he could focus his mind upon the fan 
and drive away all distractions while chant­
ing. 

Walking back to Ohelo, I realized that 
afterall, there are beliefs that are common to 
all mankind. So why are we always fighting 
each other? 

month, the U.S. Government paid them far 
more. When cases broke open during off­
loading of provisions, natives were allowed to 
take items from those cases home. Over­
stocked clothing was given to them. Solomon 
Islanders have one vivid memory of the 
Americans they met- they were generous. 

Americans were friendly too. Custom re­
quired that a native remove the pipe from his 
mouth in the presence of a colonizer. A 
collection of war pictures White has made 
show one snapshot after another of American 
marines lighting the pipes of natives, an un­
heard-of practice in a clearly segregated soci­
ety. 

"Probably one of the most astounding dis­
coveriesmadebythenativeswasaracialone," 
White commented. "American blacks they 
met were educated and held positions of 
leadership." 

In closing, White shared a story of a coast 
watcher, Donald Kennedy, who treated his 
meninbrutalfashion.Oneofthem,BillBennett, 
a half -caste, carried a grudge against Kennedy 
for years. He finally found the moment of 
retaliation. The coast watchers were notified 
that a small enemy shin was sailing in their 
formerly used for interisland travel. The boat 
has been fitted with a gun turret from a downed .. 
plane. Once the enemy was engaged, Bennett 
found his vantage point a deck below. He 
poised his gun through a hatchway in clear 
aim of Kennedy who was manning the turret 
above. Although Kennedy was amoving target, 
Bennett managed to shoot him through the 
thigh. Ironically, both men were decorated for 
the heroic action they took that day against the 
enemy. 

Dr. Whitehasco-publishedabook, "Island 
Encounters- Black and White Memories of 
the Pacific War" which can be ordered through 
the Smithsonian Institute in Washington, D.C. 

Rhythm of life 
Continuedfrompa¥e 5 
Among all stages of transformation, I par­

ticularly admire the stage of "goi 11g under." I 
feel that this stage is very practical in life 
today. By going under and participating in the 
forces that we usually push away, we will 
realize ths small self concept is really holding 
us back from being progressive and creative. 
It is also a necessary process to take in order 
break the psychological walls that we build 
around us unconsciously. Consequently, we 
will realize that there is a lot more beauty in 
our lives that needs to be unleashed. If this 
concept is accomplished, I am sure better and 
more creative lives will be attained. 

To me, the process of attaining spiritual 
development, as proposed by Krishna and 
Nietzsche is a rhythmic path that allows us to 
go beyond our ordinary consciousness. Every 
peak moment on this path represents a leap to 
the next higher stage of consciousness. Like 
the dissonance between the main rhythm of a 
symphony, these leaps are transitions between 
the stages where the most drastic and significant 
changes occur. In these transitions, weare like 
musicians who split out of the orchestra and 
play solo. During the period of solo playing, 
we have to keep on trying many new notes and 
styles that have never been directed. In other 
words, we have to face and experience the 
growing pains and darkness individually. As 
Henry David Thoreau said, "If a man does not 
keep pace with his companions, perhaps it is 
because he marches to the tune of a different 
drummer. Let him march to the music that he 
hears, no matter how measured or far away." 

Finally, if we were to walk through this 
rhythmic path, our songs of life will not only 
be filled with rhythms and melody, but most 
importantly with the meanings of life. 
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KOA GALLERY DISPLAYS WORKS BY FRANKEL 

An exhibition of paintings and pastel' 
drawings by Sara Frankel is on display at the 
Koa Gallery. Hours are Tuesday through 
Friday,9a.m. to4p.m. and Saturday, lOa.m. 
to 1 p.m. 

The exhibition is Frankel's first one-per­
son show in Honolulu. Of her works, she 
says, "I assemble pieces of the city and the 
human body - where the assemblages and 
juxtapositions transcend the banality of indi­
vidual things. I'm after a visual representa­
tion of a state which hovers between a spe­
cific conscious, literal narrative and a totally 
subjective, interior awareness." 

She also commented: "I want the work to 
be compassionate, a bit desperate or urgent 
and sometimes humorous and frightening. 
But I don't want to achieve this through 
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concept or lteral subject alone . My choice of 
scale, color, point of view, handling of paint, 
etc. are my means to pull the viewer in, to 
actively experience and participate in a nar­
rative with visual and personal purpose.'i' 

DIAMOND HEAD FOCUS 
The '91 Legislative session as seen by 

Common Cause will be the topic of discus- · 
sion at the next Diamond Head Focus April 
11 at 7 p.m. in the Chapel. Electra Anderson 
of Common Cause will review the bills, 
budgets and resolutions that were passed or 
defeate that will affect the lives of Hawaii 
residents. Common Cause is a non-profit 
group dedicated to the task of being a watch­
dog on the political process. For information' 
call 734-9211 

MODEL k TALENT AGENCY 

431 Kuwlll Street 
Honolulu, HI 96817 

(808) 524-4777 

Free & Anonymous 
(No one will ask your name) 

STD/AIDS 
COUNSELING & TESTING 

(one block from campus 

Diamond Head Health Center 
3627 Kilauea Avenue. Suite 305 
Wednesdays 1 p.m.- 6 p.m. 
M . T. Th . F- 12 p.m.- 5 p.m.--

other locations 
Call922-1314 
STD/ AIDS HOTLINE 

PRE-BUSINESSffiM TRANSFER 
Students planning to transfer to UHM 

College of Business Admiminstration or 
School of Travel Industry Management 
should plan to pick up their applications 
from Kevin Dooley in Iliahi 114 or Ibrahim 
Dik in Iliahi 212 by April 3. 

Darlene Morioka, acting assistant dean of 
CBA and Mary Spreen, assistant dean of 
TIM, will be here Monday, April 8 from 1 -
4 p.m. in Ilima 105 to present general trans­
fer information and review and accept ap­
plications. First to pick up applications will 
be first served. 

They will present geneml information 
about their programs to new pre-Business 
students at noon. 

WACKY WRITING WORKSHOP 
Writing Across the Curriculum Work­

shop continues with Library Research Skills 
presented by Librarian Mary Marko. Noon 
- 1:15 Monday, AprilS, in Ohia 112. 

FILM SERIES BEGINS 
Diamond Head Bijou presents A Season 

of Ozu: A Cinematic Celebration of Japan's 
Premier Film DirectorY asujiro OL.u, on April 
5, beginning with "An Autumn Afternoon." 
Showtime: 7 p.m. at the Chapel. 

PLACEMENT TESTS 
Students intending to take math, English 

or related courses for the Summer session or 
Fall semester should sign up now for 
placement tests. Sign up sheets available at 
the Office of Assessment and Informational 
Services, Ilima 106. 

Scholarships 
Continued from page 1 

terest in a career as physical therapist assis­
tant or medical laboratory technician, finan­
cial need, residency in Hawaii, and willing­
ness to volunteer 50 hours to St. Francis 
Medical Center during the year of scholar­
ship award. All applications must be re­
ceived by the Allied Health Dcparuncnt 
Chair by April15. 

Leahi Hospital Thrift Shop 
Special Sale 
April3, 6, 10, 13 

Open Wed., Sat., 10 a.m.- 2 p.m. 
734-0221 , Ext 4 77 

Men's, boys' slacks & jeans 25 cents 
Women's shoes $1 and less 
High tech exercise equipment, 

bargain priced 

Friday, AprilS 
Single Parents and Homemakers Support 
group nom, Dima 1 OS B&C 
Spring Food Drive collection- to AprilS 
Chef demonstrates lamb specialties 1:20-2:20 
Ohia 118 

Tuesday, April 9 

LOKAHI PROJECT 
Enoka Kaina, practitioner of the tradi­

tional Hawaiian "lomilomi" and founder of 
the Lomilomi Ola Institute of Hawaiian 
Therapy will sharehisknowledgeofmassage. 
Noon - 1:15, Monday, April 8, in Ilima 
202A. 

BAROQUE BREAKFAST 
The 6th annual spring breakfast and 

country store featuring baked goods, crafts 
and plants will be held Sunday, April 7 from 
7 a.m. to noon in the Ohia cafeteria Cost of 
the breakfast is $5 for a buffet feast including 
poached eggs Florentine, fruit compote, 
sausage, apple crepes, rosemary potatoes, 
muffins, scrambled eggs and beverages. 
Purchase tickets at the doororcall734-9571. 
The breakfast is sponsored by the KCC Staff 
Development Committee. 
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