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Voices & Views
Trisha Viejo is a 26-year-old student at Kapi?olani Community 
College who aspires to be a music major. Viejo currently works 
as a pediatric dental assistant, though her passion is music.

?I just wanted to major in something different,? Viejo said. ?You 
know when you do the same thing over again it gets tiring. I 
don?t want a degree to use for dental practice.?

She plays piano for the synthesizer ensemble on campus and 
enjoys practicing outside of class to improve her skills. While 
she is not learning how to play any additional instruments right 
now, it is part of her goal as a musician to do so in the future.

?I don?t have a favorite song to play,? Viejo said. ?I have fun with 
the songs I play in class like ?Howl?s Moving Castle.'?

During her free time, Viejo enjoys going for walks with her 
German spitz, Starr, and painting.
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more comfortable with plush backings and cushions.

?We want people to see their neighbors,? Dray said. ?It 
makes for a more intimate experience, and we want 
our guests to enjoy their time with us.?

Additionally, the guest restrooms have been expanded 
and lined with glamour mirrors and marble counters. 
With only two or three stalls available in the old 
theater, long lines were inevitable come showtime.

As guests arrive at the venue, they will be greeted by 
an open-air entrance that sits next to a garden. The 
upgraded concession stand is now built-in and 
conveniently located by the entrance.

Backstage, the area for performers and stagehands 
has also undergone major changes. The dressing 
rooms are expected to have new furnishings available, 
and the lounge for cast members will have the 
necessary appliances for food, drink, and 
entertainment. New equipment backstage includes an  
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Diamond Head Theatre is the third oldest 
community theater in the nation to be continuously 
operating. Since opening its doors in 1933, the 
theater has performed for more than 1 million 
people.

But for the first time in 90 years, there will be a new 
facility to house theater performances in the 
neighborhood. Though construction started in fall 
2020, the new theater, built right across the street 
from Kapi?olani Community College, is almost 
complete. With the new state-of-the-art technology, 
guests will be treated to enhanced performances 
with the installation of a digital orchestra pit and a 
fly loft designed to fly components between the 
audience view and an area out of sight.

The first show in the new theater, "Cinderella," will 
premiere on Friday. The show has sold out all 18 
performances.

The construction cost around $23 million with most 
of the money coming from the community.

?Ticket sales alone don?t cover our costs,? said 
Deena Dray, the director of Diamond Head Theatre. 
?Most of the funds we use comes from generous 
donations and fundraising. We raise around a 
million dollars every year.?

Donations that Diamond Head Theatre receive are 
from grants through foundations and companies. 
Instead of raising ticket prices, Dray stated that the 
shows are priced affordably so that more people 
will have access to theater. Tickets range from 
$27-$52.

The new theater holds approximately the same 
number of people as the old theater, seating almost 

Construction at Diamond Head Theatre has been ongoing 
since fall 2020. The new theater will welcome guests on 
Friday with ?Cinderella.? (Photo by Cameron Enomoto)

Word on t he St reet : If you could 
change one thing about campus, 
what would it be? 

Go to Page 4 to read see what 
students and staff had to say. 

Mar ia Baut ist a took over as 
interim chancellor when Louise 
Pagotto retired at the end of 
December. Until new chancellor 
Misaki Takabayashi arrives on 
campus on March 1, Bautista is 
tasked with leading the school. 

To read how she's handling these 
responsibilit ies, go to Page 2. 

Lana'i is a beautiful, rarely visited 
isle in Hawai'i that is far too 
expensive for most students. Staff 
writer Jur i Dagio was able to visit 
family there over winter break and 
writes about it on Page 3.  
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As the vice chancellor of Academic Affairs, she 
oversees all the academic units of the college. 
Her responsibilit ies include looking over course 
proposals by professors and managing the 
different courses offered by the college, taking 
into account need for the class, budget, and the 
workload of faculty.

She also communicates with the greater 
University of Hawai?i system, taking into 
account the greater perspective of the entire 
system along with that of the college.

Diamond Head Theatre, cont. from Page 1...

audiocom device, which will allow cast members 
to hear what is happening on stage so that they 
can prepare for set changes or entrances. 
Motorized pulleys have also been installed, 
which Dray stated is crucial to simplifying the 
manual labor that stagehands undergo.

With the new facility, community programs and 
classes are expected to expand. Classes are 
available for all ages, and more information is 
available on the Diamond Head Theatre website 
at diamondheadtheatre.com.

?We welcome people who are interested in 
joining us both on stage and in the audience,? 
Dray said. ?We have a team of people who are 
more than capable of training volunteers, 
meaning no experience is necessary. 

"For me, I think the most exciting thing is 
knowing that anyone can walk in the door and 
audition. People in the community make our 
productions special, and I encourage you to give 
it a try.?

After ?Cinderella,? the next production this 
season is "La Cage Aux Folles," which has 
showings available from March 24 through April 
9. Other shows this season include "The 
Bodyguard the Musical" and "Disney's Beauty 
and the Beast." 

With the departure of former chancellor Louise 
Pagotto, who retired at the end of the past fall 
semester, Maria Bautista has been appointed as 
interim chancellor. 

This was a surprise at first to both her and the 
campus, as it was a decision made by the 
University of Hawai?i system, but was preceded by 
a long history at Kapi?olani Community College.

As the interim chancellor, she oversees the entire 
campus, taking into account the knowledge of 
others and currently working with the interim vice 
chancellor of Student Affairs, Dr. Michaelyn N?koa 
Hall,and vice chancellor of Administrative Affairs, 
Brian Furuto, on making decisions for the campus.

Working as both the interim vice chancellor of 
Student Affairs and vice chancellor of Academic 
Affairs, Bautista reports to herself and holds more 
responsibilit ies.Her focus is on listening to the 
thoughts of aforementioned vice chancellors and 
the deans.

"They know best about their respective units, and 
all I can do is listen and provide them with 
feedback," Bautista said.

Bautista began to teach at the college in 1988. She 
had moved here from the Philippines with her 

To apply to Kapi?o News or contact us 
with comments, advertising inquiries, 
contributions or story ideas, please email 
advisor Kim Baxter at 
kbaxter@hawaii.edu.  
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Maria Bautista is the interim chancellor until new 
chancellor Misaki Takabayashi will take over on 
March 1. (Photo by Shawna Takaki)

Seats in the new Diamond Head Theatre facility are 
furnished with comfortable cushions. (Photo by 
Cameron Enomoto)

"We've never had a big change. Our chancellors 
have always been coming up from the system. 

... It 's the first time we're going to have 
someone from outside, ... a different 
viewpoint." ?  Maria Bautista on new 

chancellor Misaki Takabayashi, who will start 
on March 1

family when her husband came to Hawai?i for a 
PhD in Entomology. She started off as a lecturer in 
Physics at various colleges before settling here.

After her husband completed his degree, the family 
decided to stay in O?ahu, and Bautista moved up 
the ranks from lecturer to full-time instructor. She 
partook in assembling the STEM center with the 
help of National Science Foundation grants, 
eventually becoming the department chair of Arts 
and Sciences.

After the previous dean of Arts and Sciences left 
the college, she took over as the interim dean of 
Arts and Sciences for a year. Afterward, she 
became the STEM Center director.

Eventually, she was asked to become the interim 
vice chancellor of Academic Affairs.

?That was for one semester, but I?ve been here for 
four years now,? said Bautista. "Plans change."

Bautista is hopeful for the change on March 1 
when chancellor Misaki Takayabashi will take 
over, citing her status as someone outside of 
the University of Hawai?i system as a key point 
in distinguishing her from past chancellors.

Takabayashi was named chancellor in 
November and will replace Louise Pagotto, who 
had worked at KCC for nearly 33 years.

Takabayashi was most recently the associate 
vice president of graduate school at the 
Okinawa Institute of Science and Technology 
Graduate University in Japan and has more 
than 20 years of higher education experience.

"We've never had a big change," Bautista said. 
"Our chancellors have always been coming up 
from the system. ... It 's the first time we're 
going to have someone from outside, ... a 
different viewpoint."
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9 miles away from Maui and only 45-minute air travel away from O'ahu, Lana'i is the only privately owned island in 
the Hawaiian Islands chain devoted to a lavish, peaceful Hawaiian living. (Photo by Juri Dagio)

Travel: Int roducing Lana'i, 
From  'Evil ' Island t o Hidden Paradise

In the past, Lana'i was known as a Dole's 
pineapple farm nearby Maui. Since Dole 
discontinued its pineapple operations on 
Lana'i in 1992, it has become a dream 
destination for golfers and families who want 
to experience Hawai'i's sereneness. In 2012, 
Oracle billionaire Larry Ellison bought 98% of 
the island with its remaining 2% owned by the 
state of Hawai'i. As of now, though the island 
still resembles the vast plantation that it was 
back then, there are several resorts built so 
that instead of pineapples, Lana'i now 
cultivates luxury, offering beautiful cliffside 
golf courses accompanied by hotel restaurants 
with breathtaking views.

I had the opportunity to visit family in Lana'i 
over winter break and was taken aback by its 
solitude and welcoming atmosphere despite 
its relatively small population. The cost of 
traveling there is almost impossible for college 
students. Nevertheless, if you have the 
opportunity, Lana'i is a vacation that deserves 
to be included on your bucket list.

According to hawaii.gov, most people (mostly 
Asians, Native Hawaiians, and Whites) who 
reside in Maui County, including on Lana'i, 
make their living by working on hotel resorts 
(working on building, grounds cleaning, and 
maintenance) giving the Aloha spirit to 
tourists. 

While many people speculate that Ellison may 
be transforming Lana'i into a play area for the 
rich, which could adversely affect the island's 
rich natural beauty, new tourist resorts on the 
island provide employment for the local 
residents and contribute to the island's 
increased tourism of 75,010 visitors thereby 
benefitting Lana'i's small community and 
increasing its international appeal.

Realistically, Lana'i is not a budget-friendly 
place to travel. Accommodations are limited to 

three places, including five-star hotel, Four Seasons 
Resort, that can burn a hole in your pocket. A room at 
Four Seasons Resort (Sensei Lana'i) costs an average 
of $2,000 to $3,000 per night. Two-star hotels, Hotel 
Lana'i and Dreams Come True are about $330 to $500 
a night.

The island's only settlement is a centrally located litt le 
town called Lana'i City. Though labelled as a "city," it is 
far from what most people think an average city is like. 
The city (or the whole island) has only two operating 
restaurants, two grocery stores, three educational 
facilit ies including a small center of Maui Community 
College, several bars, and gasoline stations. Besides 
this, the rest of the island is essentially deserted ?  
just open grasslands, massive dry rocks, and 
unpopulated coast.

Just like an island that represents the old Hawai'i, 
Lana'i has only 3,000 residents, has no crowds, and no 
traffic. The island also has no traffic lights.

Lana'i is in the county of Maui since it is only 9 miles 
away from the island. The deep connection between 
the islands was established even before Lana'i had its 
first inhabitants. In the 1500s, as said in a local legend, 
Kauluaau, a teenager whose father is a chief of Maui, 
sent him to the "evil" island of Lana'i for his bad 
deeds. The story goes that Kauluaau disobeyed the 
rules and uprooted every breadfruit tree he found on 

water of the ocean, it is one of the best spots 
to snorkel for incredible underwater reefs and 
to see schools of dolphins. Moreover, you can 
snorkel with Hawaiian green sea turtles 
(honu) here.

With limited access to nearly everything, locals 
travel to Maui by boat and to O'ahu by a 
nine-seater plane to acquire healthcare and to 
go to shopping centers. The temptations of 
nightclubs and luxury outlets are nonexistent 
in Lana'i. Locals spend their free time fishing 
in Keomuku Beach for octopuses, giant 
trevally, and papio. It is also an activity to hunt 
deer and mouflon sheep with nearly 5,000 
deer living there.

Ferries and planes are both available for 
travelers to get to Lana'i. The most common 
way to get from O'ahu to L?na?i Airport is 
through Mokulele Airlines, which a one-way 
ticket can cost about $70-$100. 

Those seeking a more fulfilling travel 
experience can fly from O'ahu to West Maui, 
then take a ferry from Lahaina (in West Maui) 
to Lana'i. The cost of the one-way flight with 
Mokulele Airlines may be $50 more.

Though Lana'i might not make it to your travel 
plans this year, if you are looking to discover 
an unknown paradise, the island of Lana'i 

M?nele Bay Beach is one of the popular spots for 
snorkeling and dolphin watching. (Photo by Juri 
Dagio)

on Maui. This teenage chief defeated the evil 
god, Pahulu, by exorcising the evil spirits 
away. Lana'i was deemed safe by Kauluaau 
to be visited by people on nearby islands.

There is a place on L?na?i called "The Garden 
of the Gods" where legends and myths come 
alive. It is a wide rock garden covered with 
strange and unique rocks that provide the 
garden with an eerie ambiance. An ancient 
legend says the rocks were dropped by gods 
tending their gardens in the sky, thus 
resulting in the name Garden of the Gods. 

In addition to this, M?nele Bay Beach is also 
one of the island's most visited sights. With 
its powdery white sand that covers the 
coastline and the almost navy-blue colored 

The island of Lana'i is just nine miles from Maui and is part of 
Maui County. (Screenshot from Google Maps)
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O?ahu?s iconic North Shore, known for it?s big-wave surfing, has a 
number of hidden gems for an affordable rate that normally would not 
make news headlines. Many of the activities and food offered at the 
North Shore can add up to an expensive bill, but for students who are 
looking for cheaper options, there are plenty of great alternatives. 
These are some of the activities and food that have allowed me to 
experience the North Shore on a student budget.

Pu?u o Mahuka Heiau
A heiau is a sacred place of worship for the Hawaiian people and North 
Shore has one located on two acres of land with views of the ocean and 
mountains. Up in P?p?kea the largest heiau on O?ahu overlooks 
Waimea Bay, Waimea River and the Wai?anae mountain range in the 
distance. It is a beautiful site for students to visit and feel a connection 
to the Hawaiian culture here on O?ahu. It is important for anyone 
visiting to be respectful of the area, which includes not touching the 
heiau, being quiet, and not taking anything from the site. This is a 
beautiful scenic place to visit on the North Shore that provides a 
tranquil atmosphere and is rich in historic culture.

Snorkeling
There are plenty of fantastic places to snorkel on the North Shore, but 
my favorite is Waimea Bay during the summer months. When the 
North Shore is flat between May-September, it is the best time to 
snorkel in calm water with fish, turtles and reef. On the left side of the 
rock at Waimea, a place where locals and touristes alike choose to cliff 
jump, there is incredible snorkeling available for those who bring their 
own snorkel gear.

Poke Bow ls
There are tons of great food trucks that offer poke bowls for a hefty 
price. I usually choose to go to Foodland up in P?p?kea for the spicy 
?ahi poke bowl. Every time I have gone the poke bowls have been fresh 
with a wider variety of options than most food trucks. For students who 
do not want rice with their poke, a great pairing is to buy Have?a Corn 
Chips and use the poke as a dip with the chips. Both of these options 
will save students money in comparison to many of the poke food 
trucks on the North Shore.

By Sarah Hendr ix|  St af f  Wr it er
Originally published Feb. 6, 2018
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M?laekahana Cam pground
Located just outside of L??ie, M?laekahana is a beautiful campground located 
right on the beach with plenty of green space for groups or singles that want to 
camp. For up to six people per campsite, Hawai?i residents pay $12 per site/per 
nightand non-residents pay $18 per site/per night. The campground is closed 
on Wednesdays and Thursdays every week for maintenance.

Longboard Waves
The North Shore is always commercialized for its big waves in the winter 
months, but over the spring and early autumn it has fun smaller waves for 
longboarders. Specifically at Hale?iwa Beach Park, just a short walk from 
downtown, there are great waves that require a very short paddle out from the 
shore. 

Park ing
This can be an issue at many of the beaches up on the North Shore, especially 
when surf contests are going on. For students not interested in well-known 
beaches like Sunset, Pipeline, or Waimea Bay, there are lesser-known beaches 
with plenty of parking space. Mokul?ia Beach Park is west of Hale?iwa and has a 
long shoreline with spectacular views of the sunset. Another great option is 
Pounders Beach in L??ie, which has a large parking lot and is a close walk to the 
beach. Finally, Hale?iwa Beach Park has tons of parking, but because it is right 
in town available space on the beach fills up quickly.

Cheap Opt ions for  Explor ing t he Nor t h Shore

Aaron Fleming

Age: 21
Hometown: Honolulu 
Major: Marketing

"Less online classes. The campus was 
dead; it 's time to make it more alive 
again, bring it back to life a litt le bit."

Ellen Quinsan

Age: 19
Hometown: Cacapava, Brazil 
Major: Liberal Arts

"I think it would be ... more 
restaurants. I wish I could have 
more choices. Honestly, I?m not 
good at cooking, so I would rather 
buy something to eat and it?s easier 
if it?s on campus.?

John Berestecky

Worked at KCC: 33 years
Hometown: Honolulu
Department: Microbiology professor

?I would want one unified [UH] system. ... 
Right now, it?s too fragmented. It 
separates the campuses and I think it 
makes it hard for students, because 
students have a hard time transferring 
between campuses, the policies between 
campuses are different, everything?s all 
separate. I would want one system.?

The North Shore of O?ahu has plenty of affordable, student-friendly options. 
You just have to know where to look. (Photo by Sarah Hendrix)
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