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Korean Drama Phenomenon

By Diane S.W. Lee
STAFF WRITER

With so much drama going on in
the world today, people may be hes-
itant to watch more drama on televi-
sion. But when it comes to Korean
television dramas, many people
enjoy watching them as an escape
from the real world. Korean dramas
are widely viewed in Asian coun-
tries and have also become popular
in the United States, especially here
on the islands. Korean dramas have
attracted a wide range of audiences
from the young to the old.

Despite the Korean dialogues,
the English subtilles make it easy
for non-Korean speakers to under-
stand the basic plot and storylines.
With its popularity even among
non-Korean speakers, it would be
unthinkable if the dramas were not
subtitled in English.

“If there weren’t any subtitles
then I wouldn’t watch it because I
wouldn’t understand,” said Holly
Wheeles, KCC Education & Aca-
demic Support Specialist for Culi-
nary Arts. “I could get parts of it,
but I probably wouldn’t truly under-
stand. It just wouldn’t be the same.”

Many non-Korean speakers have
even picked up a little of the lan-
guage from watching the dramas.
Although Wheeles is second gen-
eration Japanese, she doesn’t speak
an ounce of it, but said she has
learned more Korean words than
Japanese words just from watching
the Korean dramas.

It’s no doubt that Korean dramas
promote and preserve the Korean
culture and tradition. Many people
love Korean dramas for that pur-
pose and find it fascinating to learn

about different cultures.

“I learned about food and family,”
said KCC student, Mai Takano, who
is also Japanese. “Koreans have a
lot of food and I like Korean food.
It’s almost the same as Japanese cul-
ture, but I think their family style is
different from my culture, because
Koreans have strong bonds.”

KCC student, Elise Park, who is
second generation Korean, doesn’t
care for Korean dramas even
though she is able to understand the
Korean language.

“I know how to read and write
Korean, but the Korean language
is not a barrier for me,” Park said.
“I’m Korean and I have dramas. It’s
not that [ don’t embrace my culture,
but I don’t find it appealing and I
don’t care for it at all. Real life
drama is enough for me.”

Many non-Koreans who watch
Korean dramas may begin to
wonder whether Korean dramas
portray Korea and its culture accu-
rately.

“It’s exaggerated, I don’t think
it happens in real life,” Park said.
“But it shows the Korean tradition
pretty accurately.”

Park continued to explain that
most of the dramas are accurate
in portraying the culture, noting
that couples really do live together
under the same roof with family
members after marriage.

“As far as everything else goes,
it’s too exaggerated and doesn’t
happen in real life,” Park said.

Despite inaccuracies and exag-
gerated drama, many fans are still
able to relate to the realistic prob-
lems that the characters face.

Although many have agreed that
Korean dramas have similar plots

and tragic endings, many still find
them entertaining nonetheless.

“I’ve seen love triangles a lot. I
noticed when a person is lovesick,
they get physically sick from being
emotionally distraught,” said KCC
culinary arts clerk Lori Nakamura.

But how do Korean dramas
compare to American soaps? The
common complaints about Ameri-
can soaps were mostly about the
amount of violence and sexual con-
tent.

“I like it because it doesn’t drag
on like American soaps do,” Naka-
mura said.

Although Nakamura used to
watch American soaps, she has
stopped watching them since she
got hooked on Korean dramas.
According to her, the time sched-
uling is much better with Korean
dramas because they are shown
during dinner time, while American
soaps are shown during the day-
time.

So popular are Korean dramas,

that local television station KBFD-
TV markets DVDs and original
soundtracks, making them avail-
able for fans to purchase. Korean
dramas can range anywhere from
$50 to $100 and up. They are
even dubbed in many different
languages, available as video tape
rentals in many stores across the
islands. Korean dramas are aired
on Oceanic Cable channel four. For
more information, contact KBFD-
TV at 521-8066 or visit their Web
site at http://www.kbfd.com.
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