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MY TWO 
CENTS 

by Clint Kaneoka 

Terrell Owens 
deserves more 
money?!? 

Last season, wide receiver Terrell 
Owens was impressive in his first 
year as a member of the Philadel­
phia Eagles. He set team records 
with 14 touchdowns, and seven 
100-yard games, ending the season 
with 77 catches for 1,200 yards. On 
top of that, Owens missed the end 
of the regular season and most of 
the playoffs after suffering a broken 
ankle in Week 15, and despite the 
injury and the subsequent advice of 
his doctors, returned early to play 
in the Super Bowl. 

Now, based on the nitty-gritty, 
stat-heavy performance of last 
year, Owens is demanding a new 
contract from the Eagles before 
starting his second season with the 
team. His current contract, which 
is valued at nearly $49 million over 
seven years, is a problem because 
it does not place him among the 
top 10 highest paid receivers in 
the NFL, an honor Owens believes 
he deserves. 

"This is not about me being 
greedy or selfish," Owens told The 
Philadelphia Inquirer. "I was called 
selfish for trying to come back and 
play in the Super Bowl. I just want 

people to think about what they're 
hearing from all these reports 
about me being greedy. Just take a 
moment and look at my stature in 
the game." 

While there is little doubt that 
Owens is a force to be reckoned 
with on the football field, his sta­
tistical achievements do not nec­
essarily represent his value to the 
team. After all, Eagles quarterback 
Donovan McNabb was able to lead 
his team through the playoffs quite 
easily without the help of Owens. 
And, although Owens was statisti- . 
cally great in the Super Bowl, he 
could not bring the Eagles a vic­
tory over the New England Patriots 
- meaning that the Eagles lone loss 
in the playoffs came with Owens 
on the field, a feat they didn't need 
his help to accomplish. 

So how much is Owens really 
worth? Clearly, his super numbers 
do not necessarily result in Super 
Bowl championships, and his super 
ego compromises his ability to be 
the type of team leader that deserves 
a super-sized contract. McNabb is 
the obvious leader of the Eagles, 
and has been since leading his team 
to consecutive NFC championships 
over the past four years. All Owens 
has been able to do for the Eagles 
is make them look a little feistier in 
a season that ultimately ended like 
all the others -just short of a Super 
Bowl title. 
If the Eagles are smart, they'll 

take a page from the book of the 
Super Bowl champions, and cut 
ties with Owens until, like Patriots 
running back Corey Dillon, he dis­
covers that big wins do not coree-
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spond with outrageous contracts. 
When Owens truly wants to win 
a Super Bowl, he will realize that 
he is part of a team, and will sac­
rifice accordingly. No, this does 
not mean playing for peanuts or 
even taking a huge pay cut. What 
it means is to do what is best to 
help his team win, and if. a couple 
million off of an enorl!lous, long­
term contract is what it takes !han 
that is what must happen. 

In the NFL, despite the salary 
cap, there is more than enough 
money for everyone to get paid. 
High talent players are available 
for a fraction of what .Owens is 
asking for, and their production 
will no doubt bring more bang for 
the buck. The Eagles should real­
ize that it is much easier for teams 
to stop an offense with one great 
receiver and three mediocre ones 
than it is to defend an offense with 
four really good, but not superstar, 
receivers. They should also real­
ize that it is Owens (and his big 
money expectations) that is keep­
ing the rest of the receiving core 
from reaching its full potential 
because so much of the budget 
must go to him. 

Owens has said that he deserves 
to be among the league's top 10 
highest paid receivers, and perhaps 
this is justified by his talent. How­
ever, teams interested in signing 
him, or in the Eagles case restruc­
turing his contract so he can receive 
more money, might want to con­
sider where such big money receiv­
ers have led their teams in recent 
years. And that certainly wasn't to 
a Super Bowl victory. 

PHOTOSBS 

"Stairway to Heaven" is a favorite among many Korean Drama Fans. 

Drama: 
Continued from page 2 

many Korean dramas. Perhaps 
it's the main reason why I find 
Korean dramas appealing and 
enjoy watching them for that 
matter. Yet, one does not have to 
be Asian to understand or relate 
to the dramas, English subtitles 
make them accessible to non­

Korean speakers. 
This isn't the kind of bit that 

modern day Hollywood produces, 
where summer flings are common 
and relationships, mundane. If you 
enjoy such shows such as "Sex in 
the City," where the characters 
change their lovers more often 
than their change their bed sheets, 
Korean dramas probably aren't 
for you. Unlike many American 

shows, Korean dramas do not have 
nudity or violent scenes in them. In 
fact, not until several episodes later 
will viewers get to see the char­
acters get a peck on the cheek, let 
alone display acts of physical inti­
macy. Be forewarned though, most 
Korean dramas end tragically. No 
Hollywood endings here. 
If you ' re a sucker for tearjerkers 

and starry-eyed romance movies, 
or romantic at heart, there will be 
no doubt that you will soon find 
Korean dramas addictive. Who 
knows, maybe you'll soon have 
all your favorite Korean dramas 
on tape, along with copies of your 
favorite original soundtracks to 
go with it. But if you're an ulti­
mate Korean drama addict, like 
me, maybe you'll end up writ­
ing an article about your undying 
love for Korean dramas. 
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With so much drama going on in 
the world today, people may be hes­
itant to watch more drama on televi­
sion. But when it comes to Korean 
television dramas, many people 
enjoy watching them as an escape 
from the real world. Korean dramas 
are widely viewed in Asian coun­
tries and have also become popular 
in the United States, especially here 
on the islands. Korean dramas have 
attracted a wide range of audiences 
from the young to the old. 

Despite the Korean dialogues, 
the English subtitles make it easy 
for non-Korean speakers to under­
stand the basic plot and storylines. 
With its popularity even among 
non-Korean speakers, it would be 
unthinkable if the dramas were not 
subtitled in English. 

"If there weren't any subtitles 
then I wouldn't watch it because I 
wouldn't understand," said Holly 
Wheeles, KCC Education & Aca­
demic Support Specialist for Culi­
nary Arts. "I could get parts of it, 
but I probably wouldn't truly under­
stand. It just wouldn't be the same." 

Many non-Korean speakers have 
even picked up a little of the lan­
guage from watchi~g the dramas. 
Although Wheeles is second gen­
eration Japanese, she doesn't speak 
an ounce of it, but said she has 
learned more Korean words than 
Japanese words just from watching 
the Korean dramas. 

It's no doubt that Korean dramas 
promote and preserve the Korean 
culture and tradition. Many people 
love Korean dramas for that pur­
pose and find it fascinating to learn 

about different cultures. 
"I learned about food and family," 

said KCC student, Mai Takano, who 
is also Japanese. "Koreans have a 
lot of food and I like Korean food. 
It's almost the same as Japanese cul­
ture, but I think their family style is 
different from my culture, because 
Koreans have strong bonds." 

KCC student, Elise Park, who is 
second generation Korean, doesn't 
care for Korean dramas even 
though she is able to understand the 
Korean language. 

"I know how to read and write 
Korean, but the Korean language 
is not a barrier for me," Park said. 
"I'm Korean and I have dramas. It's 
not that I don't embrace my culture, 
but I don't find it appealing and I 
don't care for it at all. Real life 
drama is enough for me." 

Many non-Koreans who watch 
Korean dramas may begin to 
wonder whether Korean dramas 
portray Korea and its culture accu­
rately. 

"It's exaggerated, I don't think 
it happens in real life," Park said. 
"But it shows the Korean tradition 
pretty accurately." 

Park continued to explain that 
most of the dramas are accurate 
in portraying the culture, noting 
that couples really do live together 
under the same roof with family 
members after marriage. 

"As far as everything else goes, 
it's too exaggerated and doesn't 
happen in real life," Park said. 

Despite inaccuracies and exag­
gerated drama, many fans are still 
able to relate to the realistic prob­
lems that the characters face. 

Although many have agreed that 
Korean dramas have similar plots 

and tragic endings, many still find 
them entertaining nonetheless. 

"I've seen love triangles a lot. I 
noticed when a person is lovesick, 
they get physically sick from being 
emotionally distraught," said KCC 
culinary arts clerk Lori Nakamura. 

But how do Korean dramas 
compare to American soaps? The 
common complaints about Ameri­
can soaps were mostly about the 
amount of violence and sexual con­
tent. 

"I like it because it doesn't drag 
on like American soaps do," Naka­
mura said. 

Although Nakamura used to 
watch American soaps, she has 
stopped watching them since she 
got booked on Korean dramas. 
According to her, the time sched­
uling is much better with Korean 
dramas because they are shown 
during dinner time, while American 
soaps are shown during the day­
time. 

So popular are Korean dramas, 

that local television station KBFD­
TV markets DVDs and original 
soundtracks, making them avail­
able for fans to purchase. Korean 
dramas can range anywhere from 
$50 to $100 and up. They are 
even dubbed in many different 
languages, available as video tape 
rentals in many stores across the 
islands. Korean dramas are aired 
on Oceanic Cable channel four. For 
more information, contact KBFD­
TV at 521-8066 or visit their Web 
site at http://www.kbfd.com. 
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