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Dyslexia—a backwards problem

Dyslexia is the invisible
handicap that affects nearly 12.5
percent of the population. People
with dyslexia are often very
bright and creative, but have
difficulty in reading, writing, and
speaking on a level that matches
their intelligence.

Dyslexia is not a disease but a
developmental condition that is
present at birth. Its victims are
unable to decode letters and
numbers properly and may see
them backwards or in the wrong
order. Their handwriting may be
illegible and they have problems
with direction and sequence. They
lose their train of thought in the
middle of a ' sentence or
paragraph, and some have

difficulty with speech. Dyslexics

have normal vision, hearing,
motor  control and  physical
development. I’s the words they

-mix up.

The causes of dyslexia aren’t
completely understood yet. Dr.
Samuel Orton, an American
psychiatrist and neurologist, was
the first to research dyslexia and
find methods in which to teach
these people. He believed the
confusion and disorder of dyslexia
is the result of a kind of tug of
war between the left and right
hemispheres of the brain. It is
known that the left side of the
brain controls language skills and
that the right wusually handles
visual and spatial information.
The problem comes when the
right side tries to do the job the
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Come n
Party

By Janet Chen

KCC’s Student Activites will
sponsor a Christmas party Dec. 11
from 10 a.m. until 2 p.m. at the
Student Lanai. Food and enter-
tainment will be provided.

There will be a Christmas Tree
contest with monetary prizes
awarded to the KCC club with the
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best decorated tree. All entries .

must adhere to strict guidelines.
The decorating will begin at the
_ Lanai after 7:30 a.m.
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if you qualify).

in college.

left side does much better.

Despite the obstacles, people
with dyslexia can learn. A training
method created in the 1920’s by
Dr. Orton and Anna Gillingham, a
child psychologist, emphasize a
very structured program that takes
learning slowly and one step at a
time.

Since no two dyslexics -are
alike, the programs are
individualized to suite the students
particular needs. The Orton-
Gillingham method wuses the
student’s sense of seeing, hearing
and touch, and seems to be very
successful in teaching dyslexics to
read and write.

As more research is done about
what  causes dyslexia, more
theories about it pop up.
Meanwhile there are millions
suffering from dyslexia who
cannot read or write.

Children with dyslexia are often
frustrated in school and
humiliated by classmates who call
them  dumb. They  become
behavioral problems and often
drop out. As adults they are
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forced to take low level jobs that
are far below their abilities
because they are dyslexic.
According to Barrett McCandless
at the ASSETS School in Pearl
Harbor, dyslexics devise ways to
get around reading or writing in
school or at work. They excuse
themselves to the bathroom, have
their spouses or friends read to
them and fill their forms out. She
also said some dyslexics have
pleasant personalities that are
over-developed to cover up their
problems.

The ASSETS School in Pearl
Harbor is offering a night class
for adult dyslexics who possess
good general information and are
reasonably proficient in math
computation. Applicants will be
screened and the age requirement
is 18. The next module will begin
on Jan. 7, 1986, the hours are 7-
10 p.m., Tuesday and Thursday
evenings for 10 weeks. The cost is
$250 per module. For more
information, contact Barrett B.
McCandless, ASSETS School, 423-
1720 or 422-5256.
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GET $25,200 FOR COLLEGE
IN TODAY'S ARMY.

The rewards of being a soldier just got richer.
The New GI Bill Plus The New Army College Fund.

You contribute $100 a month from your first full 12
months' paychecks (for a total of $1,200).
and the Army will contribute the rest (up to $9,600
from the government and up to $14,400 from the Army,
That's a great deal.

And as a soldier, you'll also learn a great deal.
Army offers over 80 skills for training.
are high-tech, and many are skills you might want to pursue
Get all the details now!
Call Captain Woods at 546-5133.
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