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It's also the time when applica­
tions from high school graduates 
come pouring in. The Kekaulike 
Information and Service Center pro­
cessed 4, 768 applications for the fall 
of 2008, a 6.5 percent increase from 
last year. The largest number of appli­
cations came from Kalani, McKinley, 
Roosevelt, Farrington, Kamuki, Saint 
Louis and Sacred Hearts. 

"You can feel that the campus is 
ridiculously crowded over previous 
semesters;' said Amy Chow, 21, a 
psychology major. "Parking is such 
a bitch this semester:' 

For the first few weeks of the 
semester, to help alleviate the stress 
caused by the parking limitations, 
overflow parking is made available 
at two locations. The parking lot 
acros,s the KCC chapel and the lot 
behind the Diamond Head Theatre 
have been available to students. 

According to Sandra Maeda, 
Auxiliary Services officer, the park­
ing lot across the chapel was made 
available because KCC has a special 
permit from the state Department 
of Land and Natural Resources for 
temporary parking. 

During previous -semesters, 
these overflow parking lots were 
only available for the first three 
weeks of school because parking 
issues typically ease up after the 
first month. However, due to the 
increase of students, Maeda has 
recently requested an extension of 
the permit for the parking lot across 
the chapel. 

One of the issues that faculty 
members are looking at is student 
retention, especially for the spring 
semester. 

"I think that students are realiz­
ing that students can get a quality 
education at KCC:' said Guy Kel­
logg, language, linguistics and lit­
erature department chair. 

KCC has one of the Top Sliberal 
arts program nationwide, according 
to Robert Franco, director of plan­
ning, grants and civic engineering. 

ment gets to that level, there must 
be additional facilities, Franco said. 
There has been talk about having a 
facility between Leahi Hospital and 
Diamond Head Theatre. 

With this semester's major 
enrollment increase, students 
should not worry that small classes 
or quality of teaching will be com­
promised. 

"At KCC, students will always 
have access to their teachers and 
will always be able to be engaged 
and interactive in the smaller 
classes;' Pagotto said. 

Kyle Parker, 23, sociology 
major, said that student enroll­
ment is increasing because KCC is 
the best place for students to start 
their college careers. 

"People are too caught up in want­
ing to be at a university, which makes 
them lose sight of what the college 
experience is;' Parker said. "It's qual­
ity education, and you can get that 
here at such a reasonable price:' 

Even with the tuition increase, 
the cost to attend KCC is substan­
tially less than at UHM. For the 
2008-09 term tuition for one semes­
ter at UHM for a full-time resident 
student is $2,976. A full-time KCC 
student would pay $852. 

With tuition rising at UHM, the 
community colleges usually see an 
increase of students. According to 
Dennis Kawaharada, interim dean 
of arts and sciences, business and 
legal education, community col­
leges are the fastest growing seg­
ment of post-secondary education, 
public or private. 

UHM was the only institution 
within the UH system that saw a 
decrease this fall. Student enroll­
ment at UHM has decreased over 
the last three years. This fall, UHM 
enrollment went down 0.2 percent. 

Although the campus is quite 
busy with people, many of the fac­
ulty members like the energy of a 
crowded college campus. 

"I think that it's turning out to be 
a little crowded but it has the feel of a 

According to Marx, MADD 
added underage drinking preven­
tion to their mission in 1999. 

"People link MADD with drunk­
driving. The reason we added under­
age drinking was because we started 
to see the number of underage 
drinkers getting behind the wheel of 
a car going up and up and up:' 

"If we can fight the underage 
drinking problem and adjust that, 
maybe we can prevent some of 
these people from getting behind 
the wheel of a car both as youths 
and adults:' 

Marx continued by citing that 
research has shown that lower-
ing the drinking age contributes 
to traffic fatalities and alcohol 
related deaths. People who begin 
drinking at a younger age also are 
more likely to develop alcohol 
related health problems as they 
age and are more likely to drive 
under the influence. 

According to a study conducted 
by the Centers for Disease Control, 
when the drinking age was lowered 
to 18, drunk driving-fatalities were 
10 percent higher than when the 
age was changed to 2L When the 
age was raised to 21, there was a 
decrease of 16 percent. 

"There are no studies that have 
shown the opposite effect;' Marx said. 

As for the age limit's effect on 
binge-drinking, Marx stated that no 
research has proven that lowering 
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Students have the ability to check 
out these laptops and use them at 
no fee. Student Congress kept four 
laptops for use in their office. 

Leighton Nakamura, 20, a lib­
eral arts major, has seen and used 
the new laptops. 

"I didn't know that our student 
fees went to things like this," Naka­
mura said. "They're (laptops) are so 

Franco believes within the years really good party;' Kashiwada said. much better than the ones we've . 
had before." 

I "l Student Congress also has part-

Located in the 'Ohelo Building 

7 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

Monday to Thursday 

Fridays untill12:30 p.m. 

Smoothie 

$1.00 Discount per Smoothie 

nerships with Subway, Phi Theta 
Kappa, Cybernesia, and, most 
recently, the Spanish Club. 

Current, members are look­
ing into replacing tbe radiology 
equipment, which are more than 
20 years old, said John Canto, 
Student Congress treasurer. KCC 
is the only campus that offers 
radiology technician certifica­
tion in the state. Canto believes 
it's important to modernize the 
equipment. 

"We make changes, improve­
ments that relate directly to aca­
demics;· Canto said. 

11Study With a Buddy" was 
another event sponsored by Stu­
dent Congress. However, the event, 
held around the time of midterms 
and finals, has been discontinued 
for almost a year. Student Congress 
is working on writing a memo to 
bring the event back. 

_j This semester, with their share 
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LINDSEY FUJIMOTO/KAPI'O 

Leah Marx of Mothers Against Drunk Driving, right, discusses the organiza­

tion's stance against lowering the drinking age to 18. Ronald Sakata of the 
Administrative Driver's License Revocation Office, left, also attended. 

the age has had a positive effect on 
binge-drinking, even in countries 
that have a lower legal limit than 
the United States. 

Marx continued by talking 
about Wisconsin, where she grew 
up, a state that allows parents to 
serve alcohol to their children, 
regardless of age. According to 
Marx, Wisconsin ranks last in every 
category when it comes to drink­
ing trends with 49 percent of high 
school students drinking while 
supervised and 39 percent unsu­
pervised, an adult binge drinking 
rate of 22 percent and a chronic 
drinking rate of eight percent. 

KCC student Vanessa Anto­
nio, who attended the forum, 

expressed concern over a poten­
tially lower drinking age. Anto­
nio, who works with youths aged 
from 12 to 17 years old, said that 
there is no reason to lower the 
drinking age . She felt that drink­
ing is a privilege and it is impor­
tant to emphasize that, especially 
to teenagers. 

Jn order to prevent binge drink­
ing, the main goal of the Amethyst 
Initiative, Marx said that while low­
ering the drinking age will not work, 
enforcement would: "A big thing is 
training the security guards, train­
ing the campus police, training 
the regular police departments on 
going in there and ensuring their 
presence is known:' 

Library assistant Erika Swartzkopf, right, helps a student check out a laptop 

for use in the library. It's one of 26 Dell laptops purchased earlier this year by 
Student Congress with fees paid by KCC students. 

STUDENT CONGRESS 
• Located in 'Ohia 1 04 

• Meetings held every 
second and fourth Friday 

of the funds, Student Congress, in 
light of the increase enrollment of 
students, are trying to purchase 
more tables and maybe tents for 
the campus. 

Plans to hold student leadership 
and safety awareness workshops 
are also in discussion. 

Emily Waihole, 23, psychology 
major, wasn't aware that her stu­
dent fees were utilized in this way. 

111 think that student congress goes 
under appreciated; we should be 
more aware of these types of things, 

it's our money," Waihole said. 
Students may see a few 

changes on campus this semes­
ter. An electric bulletin board 
flashing upcoming events or 
campus updates is something 
that student congress wants 
to see happen. New ashtrays 
that are more environmentally 
friendly are an item that they're 
thinking of purchasing. 

Student Congress is trying to find 
more ways to reach out to students. 

Hofschneider would like stu­
dents to understand that the pur­
pose of Student Congress is to help 
serve their needs. She encourages 
students to drop by their office 
or meetings and give feedback 
or make suggestions on how they 
can better serve the students. 
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