










FEATURES 

By Jesse Young 

Photo Editor 

Judging by the recent chalk drawings 
done by the war protest group Not in 
Our Name, it seems graffiti is making a 
comeback as a form of activism. 

Contrary to popular belief graffiti 
has been around for centuries. When 
most people think of graffiti they think 

of brightly-colored complex designs on 
large walls, but graffiti has many forms 
and many functions. 

or more uralliti 
have survived until now and have been 
affirmed as authentic pieces. 

Competition over wall space is 
continued today. Taggers often "cap" 
each other, that is they write over each 
other's tags to spite one another and 
to assert their presence. Siegl, reports 
that, "Around 1970 in New York the 
subculture of writers, producers of 
name-graffiti, developed out of this 
tradition of spreading a name as well 
as out of the territoria1 demarcations of 
American street-gangs. Youngsters used 
this means of spreading their individua1 
signs excessively in order to become 
known and thus to escape from the ano­
nymity of a large city;'' 

The term graffiti derives from the 
Greek graphein (to draw) and the Ital­
ian sgraffiare (to scratch). Graffiti, was 
originally considered to denote only 
scratched messages, but has evolved 
to refer to applied messages, that is art 
that adds to a surface rather than takes 
away from it. Today graffiti takes the 
traditional form of etched or scratched 
writing, as well as writings in perma­
nent marker ink, paint pens and of 
course spray paint. Along with these 
many forms are even greater functions. 
Graffiti is used to express activism, emo­
tions, identity and sexuality. 

Above and below: Graffity found on walls in Downtown area Photos: Vuong Phung 

Hip-hop events often include graffiti 
due to its association with urban culture. 
Graffiti is often created and exhibited at 
hip-hop events. The Coffee Factory cafe 
near Ala Moana Center, as well as the 
Studio 1 art gallery and Club Pauahi, 
located in downtown Honolulu, have 
hosted many hip-hop events with graf­
fiti art accompaniment. A graffiti 
wall has been constructed downtown on 
Beretania and Nuuanu streets near the 
Sa1on 5 art gallery. 

The first form of graffiti can be traced 
back 30,000 years to Paleolithic times. 
The cave drawings in Lascaux and 
Chauvet, France can be considered the 
earliest examples of graffiti. According 
to a radio commentary aired on Mon­
tana Public Radio, by Paul Martin Lester, 
historical examples of graffiti have been 
found in Egypt, created by frustrated 
Egyptian workers who scribbled on their 
work that "Cleopatra drank too much 
wine. Gis during World War IT made 
chalk drawings on tanks. Catholic and 
Protestant protesters painted slogans on 
Belfast, Northern Ireland walls:' Graffiti 
has also been found at ancient cities at 
places like baths and prisons according 
to Norbert Siegl, founder of the Institute 
for Graffiti Research, based in Vienna. 

As the historical examples show, graf­
fiti has a specific function in society: to 
express feelings and ideas that that go 
unwritten and unpublished. Because of 
all of the media gate-keeping, individu­
als resort to writing messages on archi­
tecture and other structures. Graffiti has 
long been the outlet for the lower class. 

So what is the difference between 
graffiti and art? Although it depends on 
an individual's perspective, most graffiti 
researchers believe that the difference 
between graffiti and art is permission. 
Seigl said in a slide speech that, "Graffiti 
today constitutes an umbrella term for 

a variety of thematically and formally 
very different manifestations. What 
ties them together is that they are all 
visibly perceptible, projected on to 
surfaces of private or public property 
by groups or individuals - and sig­
nificantly unasked for and often done 
anonymously:' 

The manifestations of graffiti are 
indeed far and wide. Siegl has catego­
rized works of graffiti into four differ­
ent domains. The domains are politics, 
gender studies, artistic creation and 
small expressions of identity. 

The expression of political views 
is perhaps the oldest manifestation 
of graffiti. "Graffiti have always been 
a medium of political propaganda, 
especially when the underlying slogan 
or idea is not financially supported by 
political parties or if it is forbidden;' 
says Siegl. 

Gender-specific expression has a1so 
been achieved through graffiti in areas 
such as love and sexuality. Many people 
express their feelings of love and their 
problems with it. Siegl says there are 
three main subareas of graffiti dealing 
with the subject of love which include: 
declarations of love, complaints about 
loneliness and the end of relationships. 

Sexuality is also an area of human­
ity that graffiti helps express. Seigl has 
found, " ... very decisive gender differ­
ences in the various approaches to this 
topic. Men in particular traditionally 
use rhyme and slogan-like forms of 
expression, whereas women tend to 
reply to each comments so 

that dialogues and polylogues are cre­
ated, and explanation as well as advice 
are given. The statements of men are 
extremely reductive, but a1so often 
wittier:' 

Graffiti done by homosexua1s are also 
part of the sexuality domain of graffiti 
expression. Siegl says that this, " ... sub­
group used to have hardly any public 
means of communication so that this 
use of information transfer was regu­
larly used:' 

Graffiti as artistic creation is an obvi­
ous domain, since most graffiti is done 
artistically. Many graffiti pieces are 
very complicated, and a lot of people 
are unable to read the words being 
represented, so graffiti is often appreci­
ated as an artform in and of itself. The 
University of Alberta (UA), Canada 
recently held an art exhibition titled 
'1\rt: is Activism;' which featured graffiti 
works done by artists from Canada, the 
United States and Europe. 

Dr. Allan Antliff of UAS Department 
of Art and Design, who organized the 
exhibit said that one of his main goa1s 
for the show was, " .. .to break down the 
separation between high and low [art], 
to demonstrate how art is a function 
that goes both The exhibition 
featured artists who create fine art as 
well as those who create popular art for 
mass consumption in magazines and 
newspapers - some did both. 

Where is most graffiti found? Siegl 
says that the question of where to find 
Graffiti finds its most straightforward 
answer in a topography of sites. Gener-

ally, this involves a distinction between 
stationary and moveable surfaces, 
which are both found in inside and 
outside areas. Siegl primarily focuses 
on areas of public transport, like train 
stations, because "it includes a variety 
of surfaces:' He a1so says that schools 
often have graffiti, the majority of 
which express a statement on love, 
and film and pop stars. Graffiti is a1so 
found at tourist attractions. Pilgrims 
often engrave their pleas into the walls 
of famous churches. As Siegl sums it up, 
"Within the realm of graffiti, it is the 
architectura1 possibilities that deter­
mine the number of such immortaliza­
tions. I have found the most beautiful 
graffiti far off from tourist routes, in 
backyards, parks and on staircases:' 

Works that express identity are the 
most common form of graffiti seen. 
Graffiti that expresses the name or alias 
of a graffiti writer is called a tag. Most 
tags are simple in design, often written 
with a simple permanent marker or a 
broader-tipped paint marker. During 
the French Revolution Austrian reg­
istrar Josef Kyselak, became the first 
famous "tagger." Between 1820 and 
1830, the name ofJosefKyselak became 
a familiar sight on walls all over the 
Austrian Empire, his most popular 
graffito being 'Kyselak war hier!' (Kyse­
lak was here). Kyselak himself, however, 
did not like it that the spread of his 
name evoked such a dynamic, which 
encouraged other people to write his 
name, and often in corrupted versions, 
on walls. Three of these inscriptions 

Graffiti turned up in an unlikely place 
recently - the presidential campaign 
trail. U.S. presidentia1 candidate Howard 
Dean had a twenty by forty foot graffiti 
wall constructed for use as a podium 
backdrop at his Bryant Park, New York 
rally on August 26. Dean's actions were 
met with strong criticism, especially 
from Staten Island Republican Council­
man, James Oddo. According to a New 
York Times article Oddo wrote in a 
letter sent to the Dean campaign office, 
"Maybe in your world, graffiti vanda1s 
are artists. In New York City - and in 
the real world - they are crimina1s 
who destroy our quality of life. I bet 
you wouldn't be happy to see graffiti 
when you are campaigning in the hills of 
Vermont, yet you come to my city, erect 
a wall of graffiti and have the audacity to 
ask for support:' 

Whether you view graffiti as a form of 
vandalism or a form of art, Siegl states, 
"I would like to remind those who refer 
to prohibitions and demand arrests that 
this, the oldest, human form of com­
munication has to be considered from 
various points of view, namely as an 
anthropologica1 universal, as a funda­
mentally democratic from of expression, 
and as an important source of informa­
tion for the researcher. And even if one 
cannot agree with all the statement, one 
should at least let this interesting and 
independent culture live undisturbed" 



KAPI'o 
Japanese drama is addictive 

By GraceWauke 
Staff Writer 

If you're looking for a way to 
increase your Japanese proficiency, it 
might be as easy as turning on your 
television. 

Channel nine, KIKU television, 
or to some people known as "KIKU 
Terebi desu:' is a station that caters 
to the large Asian population in 
Hawaii. Shows are broadcast in 
Cantonese, English, Filipino, Korean, 
Mandarin, Samoan and Vietnamese. 
But the majority of the evening pro­
grams are in Japanese. 

Japanese dramas or "dorama" came 
onto the screen about 20 years ago 
and remained an evening pastime 
for Japanese and Japanese enthusi­
asts alike. For students it can be an 
entertaining way to learn Japanese 

language and culture. 
During my time in Japan, when I 

had time between working, driving 
and breathing, I often used the TV 
to learn words and phrases. Here 

at home, channel nine offers the 
chance for me to relive that edu­
cational experience in front on the 
television. 

I usually find one drama every 
season that has me in front of my TV 
on my orange covered couch for an 
hour a week. This season proves to 
be the same. 

Actually my addiction started with 
the infamous Beautiful Life drama 
in 2000. And who could forget 
Kimura Takuya, other wise known 
as KimuTaku. Anyway, this season, 
it is Hotman. 

Holman stars Sorimachi Takahashi 
as Enzo, a young man who takes on 
the responsibility of his four siblings 
and his own daughter. 

It has the handsome actor (if you 
prefer skinny Japanese men with 
crooked teeth), Enzo, who worked 
hard to gain his position as a high 
school art teacher, is the eldest of 
four other siblings. Each come from 
a different father except for the high 
school twins, Haiji, played by Saito 
Shota and Ryunsuke, played by Saito 
Keita. Shima (Konishi Manami) 
is the oldest sister who serves as a 
mother figure. Hinata (Ichikawa 
Yuiji) is a high school student with 
boy problems and who stays out late 
and defies her brother's authority. 
Though he has responsibilities, it is 
obvious there is a love story waiting 
to happen. 

Enzo works with Misuzu (Yada 

Akiko) a school nurse who gets 
involved in his family affairs. It is a 
platonic relationship but slowly he 
finds himself attracted to her. 

While Enzo deals with the different 
issues his siblings go through, he also 
has a five-year-old daughter,Nanami 
(Yamauchi Nana), who he must care 
for and whose mother remains a 
mystery. 

Besides dealing with their own lives 
and each other, each sibling must face 
the fact about their mother, who had 
children from four different fathers. 
It is a stigmatism they live under and 
are constantly teased about. 

The characters are played out well, 
though sometimes there is a bit of 
an over reaction by the high school 
boys. Even the little five-year-old 
acts convincingly and not as if she is 
always on cue. 

The show is an hour long and it 
keeps my interest for the hour. Unlike 
American soap operas, a lot happens 
in the hour. A couple of fights break 
out, Hinata almost has sex, and after a 
family discussion Anzo almost resigns 
from his job. The drama is worth the 
hour out of my week but the only 
question I have is why does Anzo 
always wear the same clothes? 

• 'Hotman' airs Wednesday evenings at 
8 p.m. on channel 9 through Nov. 26. 

• For more information on showtimes 
visit: www,kikutv.com 

Around the Isle ... Fun Stuff to See and Do 

By Marlene Jones-Skurtu 
Staff Writer 

Agamemnon, a play at UH 
Kennedy Theatre, contains 
dance, song and Asian theatre 
forms. Thru Oct 25. Tickets $3-
$8. 956-7655. 

Crossings: Korea/Hawai'i 
art exhibit in conjunction with 
this year's commemoration of 
the 1 OOth anniversary of Korean 
Immigration. Features 30 lead­
ing artists from nine states. 
Showings are at City Hall ( thru 
Oct 31), UH Art Gallery (thru 
11/7), Honolulu Academy of Arts 
(thru 11/9), and The Contempo­
rary Museum (thru 11/16). 

Two of the HonoluluSympho­
ny's musicians (Darel Stark and 
Mike Szabo) that recently gave 
a mini-concert here at KCC will 
be soloists as they perform with 
the symphony Tchaikovsy's Sixth 
Symphony and other works. Oct 
24 and 26, Blaisdell. 792-2000. 

UH Warriors Football . .Oct 25. 
Versus UTEP. 6:05 p.m. at Aloha 
Stadium. 486-9300. 

Olympic Weightlifting Com­
petition. Ward Warehouse. 3-5 
p.m. Oct 25. 

FREE MOVIES! The City and 
County of Honolulu present 
Sunset on the Beach nearly every 
weekend, at the Queen's Beach 
near the Kapahulu wall. Dis-

counted Food Vendors. (Hawaii's 
version of a drive-in movie.) See 
The Extra-Terrestrial ("E. T. 
Phone Home") on Oct 25, and 
Young Frankenstein on Oct 26. 
All shows start around 7 p.m. 

A traveling exhibit called 
CHOCOLATE now sweetens 
your visit to the Bishop Museum. 
It looks at rain forests, history, 
industry and has interactive 
experiences related to the choco­
late industry including Hawaii. 
Starts Oct 22. Kamaaina rates 
available. 847-3511. 

Mission Houses Museum on 
Oct 24-25; will feature six art­
ists from the Marquesas Islands. 
They will demonstrate Polyne­
sian crafts of tattooing, wood­
carving, tapa making and have 
an evening show on Friday with 
dance and music. Call 531-0481 
for times and rates. 

Oct 24-26, 15th Annual 

Talk Story Festival. Free 
at McCoy Pavilion in Ala 
Moana Park. 6 p.m. Go to 
www.co.honolulu.hi. us/parks/ 
programs/talkstory/index.htm. 

Hike a trail called Hawai'i Loa 
on Oct 25, 8:30-2 p.m. Moderate 
level, with sandalwood and rare 
flora. $5 for guided tour. 955-
0100. 

Spring Wind Quartet accom­
panied by UH Music Professor­
Pianist Thomas Yee will perform 

Beethoven's Quintet for Piano 
and Winds and a Sonato for Flute, 
Oboe, and Piano by Madeline 
Dring. Doris Duke Theatre at the 
Academy of Arts. Oct 27, 7:30. 
Tickets start at $15. 532-8768. 

Famous Jazz Singer Lou Rawls 
Benefit Concert in Koko Marina 
Center, Oct 29. 7 p.m. $100 to 
benefit Hawaiian Film Festival. 
Includes champagne, sneak pre­
view of film, and admission to 
first day of festival. 395-4737. 

UH Wahine Volleyball, Oct 30, 
versus Boise State. Stan Sheriff 
Center. 944-BOWS. 

Old Scary Movies from the 30s 
and 40s will be shown Oct 30 at 
McCully-Moiliile Library. FREE 
including popcorn. Clips includ­
ing Bela Lugosi in "Dracula': 
''Abbott and Costello Meet Fran­
kenstein;' "The Raven;' and one 
with Boris Karloff. From a private 
collection. Starts at 3:30 p.m. 
973-1099. 

Metal Works Art Show. Now 
thru Nov 16. Korean Artist 
Komelia Okim features silver hol­
lowware forms, Korean gold-foil 
overlay and mixed-metal sculp­
ture. Honolulu Academy of Arts 
$7. 532-8701. 

Get Tickets Now or no guar­
antee! Kapono and Cecilio 
together again in concert. Blais­
dell Hall on Oct 31-Nov 1. 8 p.m. 
792-2000. 

ScENE 
Site documents ridiculous 
PC-ness in modem day culture 

By Vuong Phung 
Online Editor 

A little rough around the edges, 
Tongue Tied is not the average reader 
digest website many would expect it 
to be. It bills itself as a place to docu­
ment "carping about the excesses of 
clueless crybabies since the turn of 
the century:' 

The site carries a paramount collec­
tion of political correctness articles 
reported by media outlets across the 
globe. All articles are contributed 
back to their source, many of which 
are from big names and major play­
ers, such as the Associated Press, San 
Jose Mercury, Toronto Globe and 
Mail-the credits go on. 

Scott Norvell, the site's ·owner, 

updates it each week with a sleuth 
of new articles. Every news item 
is much self-explained, as the site 
chooses not to interject commentary 
following each article. At the same 
time, however, a batch of reader 
responses appears in the "Mailbag" 
page, expressing thoughts and com­
ments from the articles posted the 
week before. 

Some articles are amusing, others 

are a bit strange and many would fit 
the ridiculous category. Here is an 
example from the site: 

"Fox Movie Channel has cancelled a 
planned series of Charlie Chan movie 
screenings after learning of concerns 
about their tendency to perpetuate 
racial stereotypes and offend some 
viewers, reports the Los Angeles 
Times. 

·~ong those complaining about 
the movies produced in the 1930s, 
was the Organization of Chinese­
Americans Inc., which called the films 
'a painful reminder of Hollywood's 
racist refusal to hire minorities to play 
roles that were designated for them: 

"One of the complaints is that the 
movies featured a white dude in the 
leading role of a thickly-accented but 
brilliant Asian detective. 

"In a statement posted to its web­
site, the channel said the films, 'were 
produced at a time where racial sensi­
tivities were not as they are today' and 
expressed hope that 'this action will 
evoke discussion about the progress 
made in our modern, multicultural 
society:" 

More articles as above are available 
weekly at www.tonguetied.us. 

Your guide to 

Media Bias 
a Kapto special supplement 

Available October 28 

LEARN. GROW •. 
SERVE. 

Looking for opportunity? In the United States Coast Guard and 
Coast Guard Reserve, we've got it by the boatload. We'll train 

you in a range of valuable skills that you'll put to the test every 
day. And you'll get responsibility fast. Not years from now. So 

join this highly dedicated team of men and women in protecting 
the homeland. Saving lives. Enforcing the law. Protecting the 

environment. Keeping vigilant watch. While on active duty you'll 
earn a steady income, 30 days paid vacation, and complete 

medical and dental care. Learn more about us. 

THE SHIELD OF FREEDOM™ 

In Honolulu: 
1-877-NOW-USCG gocoastguard.com 



BAcKSPACE 
Repairs: Lama Library 
gets a new roof 

From page 1 

holes in the roof where the water 
comes in .... Our roof is very rusty 

and full of holes." 
After the water seeps in, Murata 

said, it pools and brings up the 
ambient humidity, which has a 
negative impact on books, humans, 

computers, and other fixtures such 
as study carrels and carpeting. 

Murata said that even though 
some areas in the library may seem 
uncomfortably cold and dry, the eli­

mate controls in the library are not 
working well enough to maintain 
a good environment for the books 

throughout the building. 
"Sometimes it's actually blowing 

warm moist outside air into the 
library," said Murata. "It's not dry 

enough. And we end up turning it 
up to make sure the mold doesn't 
grow. So that's why ~t seems so 

cold in some places and so warm 
in others." 

Like guests and workers in the 
Kalia towers at the Hilton Hawaiian 
Village, workers in the library have 

suffered from what many think are 
reactions to high quantities of air­
borne mold, which grows as a result 
of high humidity. 

"There was some mold, but I 
think we caught it in time;' she 
said. "I think it was last year that 
a number of people were getting 

sick. There were some staff people 
who went to the doctor ... and had 

respiratory problems." 
Another way water gets into the 

Day, evening and 
weekend programs 
Convenient location 
Affordable tuition 
Free parking 
Personal attention 

UH West O'ahu offers 
junior- and senior-level 
courses to qualified stu­
dents who have completed 
an associate in arts or 55 
credits of qualified college 
courses. 

building is through minute cracks 
in the foundation. 

"We're going to be putting up 
some barriers to keep the water 

out;' said Dien Truong of the Facili­
ties Planning Office. "We're also 

going to replace the skylight." 
These repairs will hopefully begin 

sometime next spring, Truong said, 

and will be finished by the summer. 
The data networking systems on 

campus, which had been under­
going upgrades in the past few 
months, received the final bit of 

money needed to finish up. 
"This is a major enhancement 

over what we were at a year ago," 
said Mike Tagawa, Dean oflnforma­
tion Technology. "Given the trends 

to more video and audio type of 
stuff, and since we're moving over 

to the banner system, we thought 
it would be good if we improved 
the system by letting it carry much 

more traffic." 
Finally, the college will start plan­

ning the future site of the Culinary 

Center of the Pacific. Work will 
not start, nor will plans be drawn 

up, until sometime next year for 
the teaching restaurant, however 

"preliminary planning" will take 
place with the money, according to 
Chancellor John Morton. 

A long list of projects is still 
on the back burner, waiting to be 
addressed, including installation 

of security gates in the Olapa build­
ing, resurfacing the pHarking lots, 

and giving the campus wireless 
capability. 

University of Hawai'i 

West 
O'ahu 

Call us at 808-454-4700 
or visit us at 

www.uhwo.hawaii.edu 
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National French Week 

1 Coordinated by Renee Arnold and Pamela Inouye, 

wine manager of Chef Mauro 

Wed. Nov. 5: 10 a.m. - 2p.m. films '1\rnelie" and "The Visitors" 
Thurs. Nov. 6: Outdoor Cafe outside of the Ohelo building 

Fri. Nov. 7: Cafeteria 10 a.m. - 1 p.m. there will be music, slides, and mimes 
Mon. Nov. 10: Tamarind Room in Ohelo Building having wine tasting from 12noon- 2 p.m. 

Wed. Nov. 12: 'Ohia 118 Cooking Demo from 8a.m. - 10 a.m. 
Fashion Show presented in the Ka'ikena Room from 1la.m. - I 2:30p.m. featuring "Haute Cou­
ture:' designs by the U.H. Fashion program, plus Sassy "Urban Street Couture:' by locan up and 

coming designers '1\.cid Dolls:' (Cindy King and Cecilia Kim). 

KCC Farmer's Market 
Missed the open market at 

KCC last week? Well, it'll be back 
again this coming Saturday from 
8 a.m. - 12 noon at Parking Lot 
C next to the chapel. Vendors 
will be selling made in Hawai'i 
products that you can't find at the 
usual supermarket. This event 
is co-sponsored by KCC and the 
Hawai'i Farm Bureau. 

Earn bachelor's degrees 
with specializations in: 
Accounting 
Anthropology 
Business Administration 
Economics 
Hawaiian-Pacific Studies 
History 
Justice Administration 
Literature 
Philosophy 
Political Science 
Psychology 
Public Administration 
Sociology 

Halloween 
Costume 
Contest 

Along with the costume con 
test there will be an alterna­
tive rock group, MISSING 
DAVE in the Cafeteria, Oct. 
31, on Friday, from 12-1:30 
p.m. 

Baha'i Club presents 

'Shower' 
·The Baha'i Club invites 
all KCC students and 
faculty to a weekly devo­
tional meeting held every 
Wednesday from 11 a.m. 
to 12 noon in Ohia 103. 
One of the central prin­
ciples of the Baha'i Faith is 
the essential unity and pro­
gressive nature of religion. 
We invite people from all 
backgrounds to come 
and pray and meditate 
together. For more infor­
mation about the Baha'i 
association at KCC, contact 
Richard Chandler at 536-
6189. For more in forma­
tion about the Baha'i Faith 
see www.bahai.org. 

Lama Library 
Announcements 

Extended Computer Lab hours 

Lama 101- Open Com­
puter lab, SSSO Testing 
Monday - Thursday 9:00 
a.m. - 6:00p.m. 
Friday 9:00 a.m. - 3:30 
p.m. 
Iliahi 125-127 Cybernesia 
Open Computer Lab, 
Make up testing 
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri - 9: 
00 a.~. - 5:00 p.mT. 
Wed 9:00a.m. - 7:00p.m. 
Placement Testing Iliahi 
128 
M, T, R, F - 9:00 a.m. - 2: 
OOp.m. 
Wed - 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

Student Photo 
ID Hours for Fall 

2003 
Monday-Wednesday: 8:30 
a.m.- 11:30 a.m. 
1:30 p.m. - 4:30p.m. 
Thursday: 8:30 a.m. - 11: 
30a.m. 
1:30 p.m.-6:00p.m. 
Friday: 8:30 a.m. - 11:30 
a.m. 
1:30 p.m.-3:30p.m. 
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