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Week	of	Nov.	23,	2020

Bulletin	No.	28	from	Chancellor	Maenette	Benham	

E	ala!	E	alu!	E	kuilima!
Awaken!	Come	together!	Join	hands!

There	are	three	parts	to	the	Chancellor's	message	this	week	(1)	Hauʻoli	Lonoikamakahiki	from	Dr.	Manulani	Meyer,	(2)	
COVID-19	reminder,	and	(3)	Link	to	the	work	of	UHWO	Task	Force—stay	informed.

Hauʻoli	Lonoikamakahiki!	From	Dr.	Manulani	Meyer,	Kūlana	of	Kapolei

The	Makahiki	Season	has	arrived!	It	is	a	time	to	witness	Lono	in	clouds,	rains,	and	our	own	peace-seeking	disposition.	It's	a	
time	to	thank	those	around	us	for	their	willingness	to	work	with	us,	grow	with	us,	and	to	find	joy	in	our	shared	solutions.		It	is	
also	a	time	for	radical	excellence	in	games,	challenges,	and	all	forms	of	competition	so	we	can	see	who	rises	to	excellence	
and	will	be	remembered	in	chant,	song	and	dreams.	The	Makahiki	is	Hawaiʻi’s	New	Year	and	it	happens	when	nā	huihui	o	
makaliʻi	(Pleiades)	rises	in	the	East	at	sunset.		The	Makahiki	Season	honors	three	ideals:	Peace,	Gratitude	and	
Excellence.	

For	this	Makahiki	Season,	Indrajit	Gunasekara	of	our	UHWO	Financial	Aid	Department	made	a	lele	at	Palehua	we	have	
called	"Lele-o-ka-lā".

He	was	assisted	by	our	Aloha	ʻĀina	Student	Service	Club	President,	Jesse	Kealiinohomoku.	It	serves	as	a	place	of	
intentionality,	focus	and	gratitude.	
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This	Makahiki	season	is	also	a	time	to	gather	iwi	kukui	to	dress	a	lele.

Time	to	learn	how	to	make	ono	tea	with	uhaloa,	mamaki	and	olena	growing	in	our	own	ʻāina.	Time	to	learn	how	to	catch	
water	to	conserve	and	use	for	growing	plants.	Time	to	kanu	wiliwili,	kukui,	ukiuki,	lama,	hala,	and	our	dreams.		Time	to	
zoom	across	the	planet	to	share	ideas	of	continuity,	aloha	ʻāina,	and	ʻauamo	kuleana	as	synonyms	for	our	interconnected	
universe.	Time	to	pray	and	sit	quietly	before	sunrise.

COVID-19	Reminders

Many	of	us	are	tired,	stressed	and	overwhelmed	by	the	ongoing	pandemic.	But	we	cannot	let	our	guard	down.	The	virus	
continues	to	spread,	and	we	need	to	take	the	actions	we	know	will	stop	or	slow	it	down.	Recent	announcements	related	to	
vaccines	are	encouraging	and	I	believe	they	represent	a	light	at	the	end	of	the	tunnel.	Remembering	to	be	vigilant	now	can	
help	keep	everyone	safe	and	well	until	the	vaccines	are	available.	Please	remember	the	Pueo	Promise:

I	Will:
Stay	home	if	my	temperature	is	higher	than	100.4	or	if	I	have	been	in	close	contact	with	a	suspected	or	confirmed	
case.
Submit	the	UHWO	Health	APP/Web-Survey	prior	to	coming	to	campus.
Wear	a	face	covering,	maintain	safe	physical	distance,	and	practice	good	handwashing	hygiene	when	on	campus	or	
doing	university	business.
Remain	informed	about	health	and	safety	guidelines	and	take	steps	to	protect	our	campus	staff,	faculty,	students,	and	
guests.
Be	kind,	compassionate,	and	caring	for	the	well-being	of	our	campus	community.

Remember:	If	you	have	texted	positive,	are	symptomatic,	or	have	had	contact	with	a	positive	case,	contact	the	Campus	
COVID-19	Hotline	at	(808)	689-2525	or	email	covidwo@hawaii.edu.	Visit:	westoahu.hawaii.edu/covid-19

Practice	vigilance	this	holiday	season.	State	officials	are	reminding	residents	that	traditional	Thanksgiving	gatherings	this	
year	can	increase	the	chances	of	spreading	COVID-19	even	as	the	numbers	appear	to	be	on	a	downward	trend	in	Hawaiʻi.	
Health	officials	recommend	that	families	celebrate	with	their	own	households	at	home	or	with	others	virtually	during	
Thanksgiving	this	week,	saying	traditional	holiday	festivities	hosting	friends	and	families	from	multiple	households	are	
among	the	"highest-risk.

UHWO	Task	Force

A	reminder	that	the	Task	Force	Recommendations	for	FY	2021	was	received	by	campus	leadership.	This	report	can	be	
found	here.	You	will	also	find	Task	Force	Meeting	Notes	and	other	relevant	documents.	The	Pueo	Planning	Process	page	is	
your	link	to	the	efforts	of	your	campus	leadership	and	task	force	representatives.
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University	of	Hawaiʻi	COVID-19	resources
Remember	to	visit	the	UH	West	Oʻahu	COVID-19	page	and	University	of	Hawaiʻi	System	COVID-19	site	for	information	
and	updates	regarding	the	COVID-19	pandemic.	Among	the	announcements	UH	recently	shared:

Nov.	20:	UH	to	continue	mostly	online	for	spring	2021	semester

How	are	you	maintaining	your	mental,	physical,	and	emotional	well-being	while	practicing	social	distancing?	We’d	like	to	
hear	about	your	coping	mechanisms	or	personal	stories	of	how	you	are	managing	as	we	navigate	these	challenging	times.	
Have	unique	tips	to	share?	Fun	activities?	Email	uhwocomm@hawaii.edu	to	submit	your	survival	strategies.

Here’s	a	submission	from	Bonnie	Bittman,	assistant	professor	of	Secondary	Social	Studies:

As	a	brand-new	faculty	member,	moving	to	Hawaiʻi	during	a	pandemic	has	been	challenging.	Besides	the	normal	
challenges	of	moving	across	a	continent,	finding	furniture,	buying	a	new	car,	and	restocking	a	refrigerator,	the	
pandemic	has	made	a	social	life	somewhat	difficult.	Thankfully,	in	this	time,	technology	has	allowed	us	to	connect	
from	farther	distances	than	ever	before.	My	family	and	I	are	close,	and	weekly	game	nights	have	become	a	
necessity.	We	play	with	each	other,	with	friends	scattered	across	the	United	States,	and	with	family	overseas.	
Technology	has	allowed	me	to	feel	close	to	a	family	over	4,000	miles	away.	

Despite	the	pandemic,	I	have	found	comfort	in	my	colleagues	here	at	UH	West	Oʻahu.	As	I	am	settling	into	my	new	
life,	the	Education	department	has	offered	me	friendship,	counsel,	and	guidance	as	I	begin	my	first	professorship.	
The	kindness	they	have	shown	me	these	past	few	months	has	made	my	transition	here	a	wonderful	one.	I	thank	the	
UH	West	Oʻahu	family	for	the	kindness	shown	to	me,	and	hope	to	continue	on	in	that	tradition	myself.	

Help	create	ʻZoom	Celebrations	Collage’	today,	Nov.	23	(last	day!)
UH	West	Oʻahu	won’t	be	able	to	hold	a	traditional	in-person	ceremony	this	fall,	however	we	are	putting	together	a	Virtual	
Commencement	Ceremony.	The	pre-recorded	event	will	showcase	ALL	our	Spring,	Summer,	and	Fall	2020	graduates,	
complete	with	photos	submitted	by	the	graduates,	“Congratulations”	messages	from	Chancellor	Benham,	Faculty	Senate	
Chair	Ed	Keaunui,	and	ASUHWO	President	Jenna	Marie	Marcos.	The	Virtual	Commencement	Ceremony	will	debut	on	
Saturday,	Dec.	12.
	
We	want	to	invite	YOU	to	join	the	celebrations.	
	
1.	Visit	the	UH	West	Oʻahu	website	to	view	the	Digital	Swag	site,	which	includes	Zoom	backgrounds	congratulating	our	
graduates.	(Mahalo	to	Communications.)
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One	of	several	Zoom	backgrounds	congratulating	our	graduates.
	
2.	Download	a	Zoom	background,	wear	your	academic	regalia,	and	create	a	sign	—	“Congratulations”,	“You	did	it!”	or	any	
heartfelt	congratulations	sentiment.
	
3.	The	final	four	Zoom	meetups	are	scheduled	for	today,	Nov.	23,	at	8:30	a.m.,	11	a.m.	1	p.m.,	or	2:30	p.m.	

4.	Join	other	faculty	and	staff	to	create	a	“Zoom	Celebrations	Collage”	(approximately	15	faculty	and	staff	will	appear	in	a	
window	during	the	video)

A	sample	“Zoom	Celebrations	Collage.”
	
5.		Review	the	“Zoom	Celebrations	Collage	Info”	Google	form	for	more	information,	including	a	Zoom	link.	*Even	if	you	don’t	
sign	up,	please	join	others	to	celebrate	our	graduates.
	
Join	the	Zoom	link	to	participate	in	a	brief	video	to	celebrate	and	congratulate	our	UH	West	Oʻahu	2020	Graduates.	The	
Zoom	screen	video	will	be	added	to	the	Virtual	Commencement	Ceremony.	If	you	have	any	questions,	please	contact	
Leslie	Opulauoho	at	opulauoh@hawaii.edu.

What	are	you	thankful	for?	Please	submit	by	Nov.	24
While	Thanksgiving	may	look	very	different	for	many	of	us	this	year,	one	thing	that	shouldn’t	change	is	our	sense	of	
gratitude	—	because	there	is	still	so	much	to	be	thankful	for	despite	all	the	lows	of	2020.	We	are	reaching	out	to	our	UH	
West	Oʻahu	ʻohana	—	faculty,	staff,	and	students	—	and	asking,	“What	are	you	thankful	for	this	year?”	We	will	compile	
submissions	for	a	story	to	run	in	our	news	site,	Ka	Puna	O	Kaloʻi,	on	Thanksgiving	Day,	Nov.	26.	If	you	would	like	to	share	
something,	please	send	it	to	zserrano@hawaii.edu.	Submissions	should	be	100	words	or	less.	Please	include	for	
publication	your	full	name	and	title.	We	also	welcome	photos,	which	should	be	in	jpeg	format	and	less	than	5	MB.	The	
deadline	for	submissions	is	Tuesday,	Nov.	24.	Thank	you!
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Yearlong	webinar	series	celebrating	stories	of	all	UH	campuses	continues	at	UH	Mānoa,	Nov.	25
He	Ukana	Aloha	Kā	Kīlauea	is	a	special	yearlong	webinar	series	celebrating	the	stories	of	our	islands	and	our	campuses.	
The	series	features	music,	dance,	and	storytelling	from	the	ten	University	of	Hawaiʻi	campuses.	The	next	session	Nov.	25	
will	feature	song	and	storytelling	from	UH	Mānoa.	UH	West	Oʻahu	will	be	featured	Dec.	9	and	23.	All	webinars	are	noon	to	
1	p.m.	The	webinar	link	is	https://hawaii.zoom.us/j/91499916950	(password:	ukana).	The	He	Ukana	Aloha	Kā	Kīlauea	
series,	which	kicked	off	Sept.	23	and	30	from	UH	Maui	College,	is	presented	by	the	Hawai’i	Papa	o	Ke	Ao	Committee	at	
UH.	Please	see	attached	flyer	for	more	information.

Campus	closures,	Nov.	26	and	27
Please	note	that	the	James	&	Abigail	Campbell	Library	and	UH	West	Oʻahu	Bookstore	will	be	closed	on	Thursday,	Nov.	26,	
and	Friday,	Nov.	27.

Spring	2021	similar	to	fall	2020,	next	fall	looks	promising
Instruction	at	the	University	of	Hawaiʻi	10-campus	system	will	continue	to	be	primarily	online	for	the	spring	2021	semester	
due	to	the	ongoing	COVID-19	pandemic.	UH	moved	the	2020	fall	semester	almost	entirely	online	in	early	August	after	a	
surge	in	COVID-19	cases	in	the	State	of	Hawaiʻi.	The	spring	2020	semester	went	abruptly	online	in	March	at	the	outset	of	
the	pandemic.	Students	have	already	begun	registering	for	the	spring	semester,	which	begins	on	January	11.	Read	more	in	
a	UH	News	story,	here.

Webinar	on	protecting	UH	research,	Dec.	3
Faculty,	staff,	and	administrators	in	the	research	community	are	invited	to	attend	a	briefing	on	“Protecting	UH	Research:	An	
Overview	of	Data	Governance,	Information	Security	and	Disclosure	Requirements.”	This	webinar	is	an	informational	
briefing	for	principal	investigators,	researchers,	administrators,	and	support	staff,	and	will	cover	research-related	topics,	
including	the	data	governance	process,	current	threats	and	vulnerabilities,	undue	foreign	influence,	and	disclosure	
requirements.

The	webinar	will	be	9	to	11	a.m.	on	Thursday,	Dec.	3.	Register	at	
https://hawaii.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_iS0snlLSRSKSG8uXD8ZODQ.

A	session	recording	will	be	made	available	at	the	Data	Governance	website	at	a	later	time.	Questions?	Email	
datagov@hawaii.edu.	The	event	is	hosted	by	the	Office	of	Research	Compliance,	Information	Technology	Services,	and	
Data	Governance	Office.

Nominations	welcome	for	UH	Teaching	Excellence	Awards	until	Dec.	4
Students,	staff,	and	faculty	are	welcome	to	nominate	any	faculty	member	—	full-time	or	part-time	—	or	librarian	for	the	
2020-2021	University	of	Hawaiʻi	Teaching	Excellence	Awards.	All	nominations	must	be	completed	by	5	p.m.,	Dec.	4,	2020.	
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You	may	nominate	more	than	one	person	but	use	a	separate	form	for	each	nominee	and	do	not	nominate	the	same	person	
more	than	once.	For	more	information	about	the	awards	or	to	submit	nominations,	go	to	http://go.hawaii.edu/9Q3.	The	
OPDAS	microsite	also	has	a	page	that	has	more	information	about	faculty	and	staff	awards.	All	questions	should	be	
emailed	to	tawards@hawaii.edu.

Year-end	leave	reminders
Here	are	important	employee	year-end	leave	reminders	for	those	earning	vacation	leave:

Check	your	on-line	leave	record	to	ensure	that	your	supervisor	has	taken	action	on	all	pending	leave	requests	prior	to	
Dec.31,	2020,	11:59	p.m.,	and	that	your	monthly	leave	accruals	and	balances	are	accurate.

Check	how	many	hours	of	vacation	leave	you	have	taken	thus	far	for	2020	to	ensure	you	will	not	forfeit	any	excess	
vacation	leave	hours.

Consider	donating	excess	vacation	leave	to	the	Central	Leave	Bank.

Please	contact	Human	Resources	if	you	have	any	questions.

PIKO	Outdoor	Learning	Space	construction	barricades
Multiple	construction	deliveries	continue	for	the	PIKO	Outdoor	Learning	Space	project.	When	there	are	deliveries,	please	
expect	temporary	disruptions	to	pedestrian	access	at	the	roundabout	and	entry	ramp.	Also,	the	plywood	fencing	around	the	
PIKO	Outdoor	project	has	been	removed	and	replaced	with	more	transparent	fencing	and/or	caution	tape.	Regardless	of	
barrier	type,	all	persons	in	the	vicinity	of	this	project	are	advised	to	respect	all	construction	barricades	and	all	posted	
safety/detour	signs.	If	you	have	any	questions	or	need	additional	information,	please	contact	the	UH	West	Oʻahu	project	
manager	at	689-2546.

Distance	Learning	Tip	of	the	Week	–	Use	Snagit	to	create	transparent	backgrounds
Adding	photo	images,	icons,	or	logos	to	your	slides	presentations?	Use	Snagit	to	remove	the	backgrounds	and	replace	with	
transparent	fill.	This	allows	you	to	cleanly	insert	images	on	slides,	flyers,	and	documents.	Drag	and	drop	a	photo	into	the	
Snagit	editor’s	image	tray	(bottom).	Click	to	select.	Next,	click	the	Fill	button	on	the	toolbar.	Choose	the	(gray-checkered)	
transparent	background.	Click	the	photo’s	background	areas	to	replace.	Check	out	this	TechSmith	article	for	details:	How	to	
Remove	the	Background	From	a	Picture.

News	from	Ka	Puna	O	Kaloʻi

Submit	nominations	for	teaching	awards	-	University	of	Hawaiʻi–West	Oʻahu	students,	faculty,	and	staff	are	welcome	to	
nominate	any	faculty	member	—	full-time	or	part-time	—	or	librarian	for	the	2020-2021	University	of	Hawaiʻi	Teaching	
Excellence	Awards.

Spread	goodwill,	become	a	pen	pal	with	PueoGrams	-	Make	a	meaningful	connection	with	another	member	of	the	
University	of	Hawaiʻi–West	Oʻahu	ʻohana	through	PueoGrams,	a	letter-exchange	program	for	students,	faculty,	and	staff	at	
UH	West	Oʻahu.

The	deadline	to	include	your	item	in	the	next	This	Week	is	Thursday	night.	Please	submit	your	item	using	the	
Communication	Department’s	Communications	Request	Form.
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University	of	Hawai‘i	-	West	O‘ahu
91-1001	Farrington	Highway,	Kapolei,	Hawaiʻi	96707

ph:		689-2800		l		westoahu.hawaii.edu
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