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Fireworks: 
Continued from page 1 

on New Years Eve, Independence Day 
or at the Hilton Hawaiian Village every 
Friday night. 

There are two categories of non­
commercial fireworks. The novelty fire­
works that have no gunpowder but still 
produce heat. Then there is the typical 
firecracker. The firecracker contains the 
gunpowder wrapped in paper. 

"The thought of not being able to 
burn fireworks is ludicrous;' Lokahi 
Aquino, KCC student, said. 

Aquino, 24, liberal arts major, and 
his family burn fireworks every July 4 
and on New Year's Eve. 

"There will be a lot of pissed off 
people if that becomes law;' Aquino 
said. 

While the bills were introduced this 
year none of them will be amended 
this year. In order for a bill to become a 
law it must pass through certain chan­
nels. Bills need to be heard at each 
level of the government. Although HB 
397 and 398 passed the first reading at 
the public and safety hearing it wasn't 
heard by the judiciary committee. 

Chairperson of the judiciary com­
mittee, Rep. Jon Riki Karamatsu was 
not available for comment. 

Due to the bills not being heard by 
the judiciary committee, Takumi must 
wait another year before introducing 
the bills again. 

"I wasn't surprised it wasn't heard 
by the committee;' Takumi said. "It 
usually takes more than a year for a bill 
to become amended. But this isn't an 
issue that's going to go away:' 

According to Takumi, he receives 
an abundance of calls from the com­
munity asking for something to be 
done about excessive fireworks use. 

The complaints are usually regard­
ing people with respiratory ailments 
and people not observing the proper 
time to setoff fireworks. It's not uncom­
mon that fireworks are seen lighting 
the sky as early as November. 

"We support the ban on fireworks 
completely;' said Capt. Tery Seelig of the 
Honolulu Fire Department and HFD 
public information officer. "Fireworks 
are a public safety hazard when used in 

mass. And over and over again we see 
inappropriate use of the fireworks:' 

While New Year's Eve is a big night 
for people to traditionally burn fire­
works, its July 4 that the HFD receive 
the most calls and have to go out and 
respond. 

There's a greater risk of fire in July 
than in December, Seelig said. This is 
because in July the ground is drier and 
fires ignite faster due to the dryness. 
In December while the same amount 
of fuel from the firecracker is exposed, 
the overall climate is damper. 

Takumi will introduce HB 397 and 
398 again at the start of2010. 

Until then Seelig advises that 
when playing with fireworks to always 
adhere to the existing laws regarding 
the use of fireworks. 

"We will continue to uphold our civic 
and public duty to remind people to 
only burn the legal fireworks and during 
the proper hours;' Seelig said. "Also to 
remind them to be respectful and con­
siderate when utilizing fireworks:' 

Student: 
Continued from page 1 

online;' Nakahira said. 
The application process was 

quick, which left Nakahira in doubt 
that she should win. 

"I still cannot believe that my 
artwork was published;' she said. 

She won a weekend stay at the 
Waikiki Pare Hotel. 

The photo that won was one she 
took for an ART 207 self-portrait 
assignment. Nakahira's instruc­
tor, Kapu Landgraf, pushed her to 
express· her feelings and identity 
and to try and represent her pain. 
Nakahira thought back and gained 
inspiration from her kitten, which 
lived with her family in Japan. Her 
kitten passed away just before the 
semester started. 

"Whenever I look at the artwork, 

Registration: 
Continued from page 1 

willing to sit with students and help 
them seek out the right people. The 
center also provides a full list of the 
KCC programs and its student sup­
port advisers. 

"Students should take the 
opportunities to meet with coun­
selors and advisers; don't be afraid 
to ask questions," Tawata said. "This 
way students can have a mixed bag 
of support:' 

With registration dates varying 
for students during the fall, stu­
dents should create a plan of action 
in case their class is closed. If the 
class is closed students can e-mail 
the instructor of the class and ask 
them for an override code to exceed 
the seating capacity of the class. 

·OSA: 
Continued from page 4 

six club members to start off, 
according to OSA assistant Alfie 
Gonzalez. 

They will also need to write out 
an orientation of the club. Finding 
a faculty adviser isn't mandatory to 
start a club, but is recommended, 
Gonzalez said. 

Student clubs that are interested 
in putting on events on campus can 
potentially receive financial sup­
port from OSA. This is so long as 
the event engages and empowers 
students at KCC and not just stu­
dents in the club. 

While stud~nt clubs contribute 
to some of the activities on campus, 
OSA puts on many of the events on 
campus. So far OSA has brought 
musicians, magicians and guest 
speakers from the community to 
the campus to inform and educate 
the KCC community. 

For the remaining of the semes­
ter OSA has planned another Ice 
Cream Social and an outdoor con­
cert. 

Also, OSA is bringing back the 

PHOTO COURTESY OF KOZUE NAKAHIRA 

KCC student Kozue Nakahira, new media arts major, won second place for her 
self-portrait photograph (above) in Honolulu Magazine's photo contest. 

it remind. me of the encouragment 
from Kapu (Landgraf) and my little 
kitten;' Nakahira said. "I think the 
reason why the artwork was chosen 
for a prize was that it could capture 

"The worse thing they can say is 
'no,"' Tawata said. 

If that doesn't work, students 
should start looking at whether 
the class is being offered during 
another time period or just look for 
another class to take. 

Lastly, Tawata said that students 
should be conscious of when the elec­
tronic purge date is. The electronic 
purge erases a students' registration 
if they haven't paid the tuition. All 
the classes a student is registered for 
is wiped out. The purge usually hap­
pens the day after payment is due. It 
happens once a semester. 

Sometimes after the electronic 
purge classes open up. 

Students should be aware that 
even if their class is closed there are 
other options. 

KCC's counselors and advisers 
aren't the only group on campus 

Study With Your Buddy. The Study 
With Your Buddy is an event in 
which students come together in 
the 'Ohi'a cafeteria and prepare for 
upcoming exams and work on final 
projects or papers. 

This activity hasn't been offered 
for the past three semesters. It was 
cancelled due to a low turn. out in 
the previous semesters. 

Kashiwada is always open to 
hearing about new ideas for events 
or activities to put on at KCC. 

The Young Entrepreneurial 
Adults of Hawaii club is putting on 
a poker tournament this semester. 

"I would have never thought of 
having an event like that;' Kashi­
wada said. "It was all the students 
idea:' 

Getting involved in Student 
Congress is something students 
should also do. Even if it is as simple 
as voting for candidates, students 
should give their opinions. Accord­
ing to Kashiwada, in the last stu­
dent congress race, only 200 out of 
8,000 students voted. 

"I really want a student voice 
to be heard:' he said. "I would like 
OSA to be an advocate for their 
voice:' 

my deep sorrow:' 
Landgraf believes that Naka­

hira is a self-motivated, driven and 
hard-working student. She is also a 
perfectionist when it comes to her 

providing student services and 
guiding students in the right direc­
tion during their college career. 
Associates of the Kekaulike Infor­
mation and Service Center are also 
eager to assist students with any 
registration questions. 

"I go down to KISC at least 
twice a semester whenever I have 
questions," Bronson Dela Cruz, 
KCC student said. "They're not the 
friendliest people but they always 
have the answer to my questions:' 

According to Alissa Kashiwada, 
registration manager at KCC, one 
of the primary goals of KISC is to 
ensure that students successfully 
register for classes, but also adhere 
to the registration deadlines. 

One of the biggest issues that 
she's encountered is students not 
knowing how to properly navigate 
around the MyUH. Portal Web site. 

Poker: 
Continued from page 5 

dents collaboration, leadership, 
and a sense of service:' 

The grand prize for the poker 
tournament will be a brand new 
Acer Aspire One Mini Notebook. 

According to Kahai, the laptop 
weights just over two pounds and is 
smaller than most textbooks. 

The second place winner of the 
tournament will get an iPod nano. 

Also, the top five players at the 
end of the tournament will receive 
prizes which include gift cards and 
movie passes. 

In addition to having the mini 
laptop for the grand prize, the club 
has also awarded three of the same 
laptops to its top three contributors: 
Rylen Komeiji, Brittany Saclausa 
and Jill Matsumto. 

"We deemed that these laptops 
will assist our top contributors by 
making them even more effective 
since they will be able to carry their 
laptop everywhere they go which 
will allow them ease access to all 
of their information as well as the 
Internet at anytime," said Kahawai. 

artwork. 
"She has a natural talent in cre­

ativity, composition and lighting. 
What I especially find interesting in 
her winning photograph, there's an 
ambiguity to it; it makes you think;' 
Landgraf said. 

The New Media Arts program 
has been a pathway for Nakahira on 
her way to becoming a better artist. 

Prior to entering NMA, she had 
been learning from tutorial books 
and suffered many hardships from 
using them. 

"I found self-taught study had 
limits, but studying in school can 
offer a diversity of opportunities;' 
said Nakahira. "The NMA program 
offers a good environment for 
digital media design. I have great 
teachers and classmates who can 
help me whenever I have creative 
problems because we are very close 
to each other." 

It's usually the incoming fresh­
men that have a hard time. She 
recommends that students who 
do need help, come down to 'llima 
102 and a KISC associate will show 
them how to navigate around. There 
are six computers in the KISC lobby 
where students can learn the ins 
and outs of the MyUH Portal site. 

Also, to inform students about 
the registration process KISC cre­
ates a registration guide each 
semester. The guide consists of all 
the important deadlines: registra­
tion dates, payment deadline dates, 
refund dates and polices, and KISC 
hours. 

"Feel like 'Dim a 102 is some place 
you can come;' Kashiwada said. 
"You can come in here and we can 
assist you in your student service 
needs. And together we can find the 
right information for you:' 

READY TO GO AlliN? 
What: YEAH fund raiser Poker 
Tournament 

When: April 9, 6:30 p.m. 

Where: 'Ohi'a Cafeteria 

Cost: $5 for KCG students, 
faculty and staff, S 1 0 non-KCC 
attendees 

Jf students are interested in 
buyingJickets for the poker 
toumamentor joining YEAH 
contact Dustin Kahawai, YEAH 
club president, at dkahawai@ 
hawaii.edu 

Currently, there are 15 active 
members in YEAH. The club was 
formed last semester. The club is 
always looking for unique talents 
and knowledge that new memlters 
can bring to the table. Club mem­
bers are also looking for students 
to fill the executive board seats to 
carry on the mission of YEAH. 

"We are extremely effective with 
our limited resources, and so far 
have been able to do some pretty 
unbelievable things with what we 
have;' said Kahawai. 
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